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~yi f A • e ?‘^ U ever ything; ypu have got unlimited resources 

oundatıon of your State has beeıl laid; and it is for you to build 

and build as quickly and as well as yolu can. So go ahead and l wis 
you godspeed.” ' “■■■■■■ 

Qaiid-e-Azam: August 14, 1948. 
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1 N T R ODUCTION 











Tlns book is neither a biography of the Qaid-e-Azam nor a collcc- 
tion or r eh aslı ol his public utterances and opinions. Every well- 
informed person knoıvs of lıim as a man of resolute vvill, completely 
incorruptible, a shrevvd politiciaıı and advocate, prosperous and 
immacuİare. Hut tilere is more to it than tlıat and it is my object to 
diselose the hııman tvaitş ol his character, his inneı* thoughts and reac- 
tions ııhich w e re revealed on rare occasions vvhen he relaxed or 


thought rloud in the company of the closest of his trusted associates. 
The pages t hat folloıv, record facts and impressions vvhich I can recall 


or ha ve gathered t rom mv records. 


I believe tlıat such a stııdy ol the Qaid-e-Azam has not been 
attenıpted and time shoııld not be lost in publishing what only some 
persons stili li\ ing know, so tlıat the present generation and the genera- 
tions tlıat iolloıv have a true picture ol the character of the founder of 
their State. Mohammed Ali Jinnah was a mortal and, like ali mortals, 
had h is good points and points not so good. But this much must be 
said tlıat the good for outııeighed the indifferent. 


II this book serves even a little of the purpose for ıvhich it is 
ıvritten, I shall be a grateful man, because I shallhave contributed to 
the mass ofmaterial ıvhich ıvill give a correct picture of the man who, 
ıvith Allah’s blessings and the support of onelıundred million Muslims, 
earned for us our freedoııı and gave us a country, a lıomeland to cali 
our oıvn. 


Had it not been for the constant persuasion of my friend Khwaja 
Sarıvar Haşan, Secretarv of the Pakistan Institute of International 
Affairs, Karachi, I would not have undertaken the responsibility of 
ıvriting this book. Month in and month out he pressed me to search 
mv memory and ıvrite about the Qaid. His pleas were reinforced by 
those ol my wife ıvho sa\v to it that I did not slacken in my efforts and 
ıvhose constant encouragement enabled me to complete the task I had 
undertaken. 


It is my pleasant duty to acknovvledge ıvith gratitude the help 
given nıe by some friends. I am iııdebted to Mr. K.H. Khurshid, 
fornıer Secretary to the Qaid-e-Azam, for going through the manu- 
sc ript and nıaking useful suggestions. 
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I anı also grateful to Mr. Jamil-ud-Din Ahmad, a former Lecturer 
in English at Aligarh Muslini University and Convener of the Com- 
nıittee of Writers of the All-India Müslim League. As a well-known 
ıvriter of books on the Müslim freedom struggle and with his first- 
hand knoıvledge of the Müslim League movement he gave me valuable 
assistance in filling in important detaiîs, supplying authentic references 
and preparing the final manuscript of the book. 

I must also record my appreciation and thanks to my young and 
able Secretary, Miss Qanıar Iqbal, who delved into my fileş of corres- 
pondence and picked out the ıııaterial which I have reproduced, and 
for her tireless typing, re-typing and correcting the pages before 
ıvere finally sent to the press. 

9 

In this book I have not consistently used the word Qaid-e-Azam. 

I have addressed hini in various ways. In places I have called him bv 

his name, in others I have referred to hini as Qaid-e-Azam or simply 

Qaid, or my or our leader. “A rose called by any other name smells 
just as s\veet . 

m.a.h. ispahani 

2 , Reay Road, 

Karachi. 

March i, 1966. 
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foreword 



It isnow över thirty years thatMr. Ispahani and I havebeenclose 
friends. We met in Calcutta for the first time in ı 934 through a 
common friend, Khvvaja Nooruddin 1 . Tvvo years later, we both 
were invited by the Qaid-e-Azam to attend a meeting at Lahore vvhere 
the Müslim League Parliamentary Board was formed. It \vas there 
that vve took an oath that \ve shall dedicate our lives to the service of 
the Müslim Nation under the leadership of Mohammed Ali Jinnah. 
Since that memorable day until the Qaid breathed his last, vvhatever 
our minör differences may have been, we never wavered in our loyaltv 
to the leader and to the caııse he represented. We gave him our 
love, respect and loyalty and he, in return, revvarded us with his full 
confidence and trust. 


I can say vvithout fear of contradiction that in every decision that 
the Qaid took regarding Bengal, the largest Müslim province of India, 
he depended cornpletely on the reports of Mr. M.A.H. Ispahani. In 
1946 Mr. Ispahani was appointed his Personal Representative and 
Envoy of the Müslim League to acquaint the leaders and heads of 
foreiçn States with the case for Muslini independence in our sub- 
continent. Mr. Ispahani throughout the Qaid’s life remaind one of 
his able, loyal and trusted lieutenants. Having lived and \vorked so 
closelv \vith the Qaid, who else can give a better and truer picture of 

the man ? 


Never before in the history of Indian Muslims had any single 
person attained such a political stature or had commanded such implicit 
confidence and trust of his people as did the Qaid-e-Azam. He was a 
man who had little in common with the people he led but his single- 
ness of purpose, his unbending w ili and complete faith in the right- 
eousness of his cause, created a nation with life and vision out of an 
exhausted, disarrayed and frııstrated people. 


Most of us know hovv the Qaid-e-Azam reacted in times of great 
stress and strain but the trııe greatnessol the man is revealed throug 
the minör incidents of his life and the sum total of his behaviour in 
his day-to-day life is bv far the best yardstick to measure ı® 

true character. 


Khwaja Nooruddin \vas the founder of the Morning Nevvs at Calcutta 
Partition, was re-started at Karachi and Dacca. 




a; v 
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FOREWORD 






















a v. » 

Here is a book that recalls some incidentş. in the life of th e 
Oaid-e-Azam. Originally.it wasproposed thatMr. Ispaham Maul ana . 
lamal Mian, Mr. KM. Khurshid and I contrıbute art.cles on the var,o Us 
facetsof the life and character of theQaid. Unfortunately noneof usf 
was able to fulfil this promise and Mr. Ispahanı, therefore, had to 
oo it alone and publish only those incidentş of the Qaid s ife which 
he had recorded in writing or had stored in his memory. 


Many books wil.l, I anı sure, be written about the founder of 
Pakistan, but this one will remain valuable in its ovvn way as it will be 
an index of the feelings and reactions of a young—young at the time 
these notes were written—Muslini iııtellectual and of the inıpact which 
the Qaid’s personality had on the mind ol a young man who had the 
rare privilege of enjoying his confidence. 

I hope and trust that this will only be a begiııning and Mr. Ispahani 
wil 1, in the near future, find time to write and give a fuller and more 
comprehensive account of the ıııan and the movement which, under 
Allah’s guidance, created the largest Muslini State in the trvventieth 
century. 


2, Framroze Road, 
Karachi. 

March i, 1966. 




MOHAMMAD AMİR AHMAD 

Raja of Mahmudabad 
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INTRODUCTİON 




to the second revised and enlarged edition: 



As the first edition of this book, in ali its three versions, has met 
with unexpected demand and is almost sold oııt, my friends and 
some of those \vho wrote to me kind and encouraging letters after 
readina it, have asked me to venture into the publication ol a second 
edition. This, l am doing, \vith some measure of reluctance. 


This second edition will carry not only the correction of the prin- 
ter’s errors but also the additions of interestingmaterial, a completely 
new chapter captioned “Müslim League from the armehair to the 
nıasses,” \vhich seeks to give a brief report on the All-India Müslim 

League, covering the period i9o6until 1947, some appendices and an 
index. This edition has necessitated extra effort which I havemade with 
the encouragement and exemplary co-operation of Mr. Jamil-ud-Din 
Ahmad, who has \vorked untiringly by my side to give it better shape, 
to add to it more important and interesting material, since discovered, 
and to make it somewhat revvarding lor the effort put in. 


It aives me pleasure to acknowledge with gratitude the Services of 
Syed Shamsul Haşan \vho was Assistant Secretary of the All-India 
Muslini League from 1914 right ııntil partition. He was popularly 
kno\vn as the ‘old faithfuT and has carefullv preserved the records of 
the Müslim League. Without exaggeration, he may be called a walking 
history of the Müslim League. 1 am grateful to hini for refreshing my 
memorv of some of the events recorded here. 


In adding a ne\v chapter, more names of the dead and the 
living have been accommodated in these pages. Some have appeared in 
glovving colours whereas othershave not made suchbeautiful pictures. 

I shall make it abundantly clear tlıat I bear no malice to those vvhom 
I have criticised at the time we ıvere strııggling to gain oıır fıeedom. 
My fileş and notes have provided the material. Most ot the leaders 
were my friends or acauaintances and colleagues and to some of thenı 
1 vvas elose. But friendship is one thing and the recording ol incontro 
vertible facts is something else. It will be agreed that facts have to ıe 
presented vvithout fear, favour or distortion. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND REVISED AND ENLARGED 

edition 1 1 

If thesepaaes have brought out the posıtive and epoch-making part 
plaved by Mohammed Ali Jinnah in creating a nevv State and the f'act 
that the goalof the Muslims of India was achieved through the sincerity, 
hard work, perseverance, clear thinking, clean dealing, patience, un- 
matched strategv and great foresight ot the Pıesident of the All- 
IndiaMüslimLeague, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, this book vvill have served 

its purpose. 

M. A. H. ISPAHANI 


2, Reay Road, 
Karachi 

December i£, 1966. 
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A S a y oım g man of eighteen, I first cast eyes on Mohammed 

Ali Jinnah, the famous lawyer and nationalist politician of 
India. He hailed ironi Bombay. He was nıarried to Miss Ratanbai 
Petit » on, y daughter of the wealthy Baronet, Sir Dinshaw Petit. She 

the clder sister ot the present Sir Dinshaw, nıy friend and 
contemporary at Cambridge. Mı*. Jinnah was a renovvııed active 
politician. He was member ol the Imperial Legislative Council 
representing the Muslims of Bombay fıom 1910 to 1919 when 
he resigned on the Roıvlatt Act issue. I had h'eard that his speeches 
in the Council were nıarked by a spirit of independcnce and fearless 
advocacy of the cause of the people. 

It ıvas in the Micbaelmas terin of 1920, nıy first “fresher” ternı 
at Cambridge, that Mı*. Jinnah accepted the invitation of the Indian 
Majlis ', the first ever debatiııg society established by Indians in 
Enaland, to address its members. He wore with distinction a thin 
streak of grey hail* right in the middle of his head; his features \vere 
chiselled; he was tali and thin; he was immaculately and fashionablv 
attired; in short, he nıade an indelible impression 011 the screen of 
nıy memory, an impression vvhich despite ali the mam years that 
have floıvn by, remains as evergreen as it was when 1 first set my eyes 
on hini. At the time t could well appreciate why ıvonıen of diverse 


1 The Indian Majlis at Cambridge \vas, it I am not \vrong, the first noıı-British Society at the 
University founded almost 100 years ago. The Majlis is a debating society and, in my time, 
used to hold meetings every Sunday night, after dinner. The procedure followed by it 
was and is simiJar to that of the Union Society, a mock parliament of the University. At 
almost every meeting, debates were held which were at times fiery and almost alvvays 
interesting. The Majlis President invited specialists, \vhenever available, to participate in 
the debates. Sometimes vvhen a V.I.P. was invited, debate was postponed and the evening 
was devoted to hearing the learned speaker and putting questions to him after his talk. The 
Cambridge Majlis is the elder sister of the Oxford Majlis. Both Societies have produced more 
politicians and prominent men in various \valks of life in India and Pakistan than I vvou 
çare to mention. İn 1923 I had the good fortune and privilege to be elected President <ın 
I can say with confidence that I gained substantially in experience by participating in t e 
activities of the Majlis. My daughter, Iran, follovved me thirty years laler. 







♦ 


■ 











I 
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QAID-E-AZAM as I KNEVV HIM 





ACTCS fell captive to his charm and personalıty. When addressing Us 
İn spite of his famed reserve, he appeared to be ciose to us youngst er ’ 

who had iilled thc hail to hearhim. We were struck by his elocjuence, 
the ease and araç e of his style of speaking and his grasp ol political 


intrıcacies. 


He spoke for about an hour. He advised us to devote our 
attention to studies and to return hoıne qualified to help our mother- 
land to advance and to gain her freedom from British subjection. 
He informecl us of the latest shape the struggle lor independence had 
assumed and how it \vould continue \vithout a moment’s abatement 
until freedom vvas won. It was at this meeting of the Majlis that I 
hrst met Subhas Chandra Bose, the great Indian lıero, loved and 
adored particularly bv thc Hindııs ol Bengal, vvho vvs in later life 
called “iVcfjyi” and fled the country to join the “enemy’s” camp 
when the vvar vvas going badly for Brilain and her allies; vvho created 
the Indian National Army and losthis life in an air crash in the Pacific. 
Subhas, having been selected for the I.C.S., was doing his probation. 
Shortlv afteı* starting, he resigned from the I.C.S. vvhich in British days 
vvas a great service, the envy of ali classes of servants, public or 
private. He d i cl not vvant to seıve the rulers. His desire vvas to 
retıırn home to “throvv the British out and to be free”. Subhas too 
vvas ıııuch impressed by Mr. Jinnah’s talk and heard him throughout 
vvith rapt attention. 


The next time I had the privilege of meeting Mr. Jinnah, and 
this time in the company of his beautiful vvife, vvas sonıe vveeks later 
at dinner in my unele’s home, 46, Putney Hill, London. It vvas a 
fairly grand dinner. After dinner, a Jazz band performed and the 
guests, at İcast most ol them, took the lloor and cut capers as vvas 
the fashion in 1920. Mr. jinnah vvas not a dancing fan. So mv 
cousin, Mirza Ali Ispahani, and I accompanied him to the billiard 
ıoom. He plaved billiards vvlıile the band’s drıımmer thumped on 
the drum just över our heads. 




Tlu'iı, time gıew heı ioııg vvings and II e w past. Years passed and 
ıııv patlı and his brıllıantly lît oııe did not eross. İt \vas in 1956 
that 1 vvas astonished to receive an invitation from the All-India 
!.hislim League Parliaınentary Board, the Chairman of vvhich vvas 
Mı Mohammed Alı Jinnah, to attend the meeting of the said Board 
at Lahore. This became my third meeting vvith the man vvho vvas 
res ıııe to ıgıt tor and vvin Ireedom from both British and Hiııdus for 

hıs brothers and sisters in laith in the form of a separaU. 
mdependent, sovereign State carved out of the sub-cont ineni. 
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PLİGHT OF MÜSLİM BENGAL 



A T our first meeting, Mr. Jinnah’s qualities \vhich impressed 
1 me most were his magnetic personality and his genius for 
negotiation and tor conveying his point of view convincinglv. 
With the passage ot time, these qualities cxre\v increasingly outstand- 
ing and to demonstratc this vie\v I shall delve into the past for 
appropriatc material. 


It was in the vear 1932 that a group of young, energetic, 
patriotic and progressive men in Calcutta tormed the Nen Müslim 
Majlis. The spear-head of this drive was Khwaja Nooruddin, cousin 
and brother-in-law of Khvaja Nazimuddin, who lateı* played a heroic 
part in making the Mohammedan Sporting Club the premier football 
club of India. The main ainıs and objects of the group were: 


(a) To gain freedom from British rule, 

(b) To join hands with progressive and nationalist bodies to 
attain (a) above, 

(c) To sponsor the just rights of the Muslims in the Calcutta 
Corporation and else\vhere, 

(d) To capture the Mohammedan Sporting Club and to develop 
it into the nation’s premier football club, 

(e) To start a ne\vspaper for carrying on a fearless campaign in 
support of Muslini rights and to rehabilitate self-conhdence 
amöngst the Muslims of Bengal. 


It was a party which bclieved not in communalism but in nationalisnv. 
It believed in wresting, through united effoı t, independence İroni the 
British; it believed in opposing ali the policies and reasons \vhich the 
British adopted to the detriment ol Indian interests; it believed that 
unless the Hindus and Muslims abandoned tlıeir parochial v 'i eNVS anr 


r their peoples’ freedom, independence \\outd 
mirage. With ali these objects in nıind, t ıe 




joined hands to hght fo 
aluavs re main a mere 

j r 

- 
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QAlD IhAZAM AS I KNI W IHM 







party decided l;o enler t he .ıclive fıcld ol' pol 1 tice through tin* p<,rt a j 8 
of the Caleutta Corporation, 

ı İn the Corporation elections which w ere hehl in tlıe sprlng ,, f 

,1903, the Nc\v Müslim Majlls put tıp six candldatcs for the elghtcen 
seats vvhich \vere rescrved lor the Mnslims of Caleutta. Ol' the .six 
five werc returned and one of tlıe Majlis noıntneefl, an ıınknovvn 
young man Mr. Basit hy name, beat tlıe Lion of Bengal, 

Mr. A.K. Fazlul Haq, in Ward No. 19. ’i'hls vvas Mr. Haq’s tirit 
defeat in his long poliıie.ıl careeı* and at the lıands of a youngster. 
Being young Muslini “nationalists”, vve secured the support of the 
Congress Party in the Corporation and had one of the leading 
members of our party, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, eleeted 
Alderman ol the Corporation. I’lıis group, of vvhich I vvas a 
member, though sınaiI in number, d id uscful vvork in the city 
Corporation. It judged qucstions on thcir merit and not on a 
communal hasis as the other older Muslini groups and parties did. 
Any pıoposal vvhich tlıe European group in the Corporation put 
forvvard, vvhether riglıt or vvrong, vvas opposed on principle by the 
Majlis Party, al though one of the tvvo factions of the Congress, the 
^^^■Sen Gupta Party, and the Forvvard Block, to achieve their ovvn ends, 
S joined hands vvith the Euıopeans vvlıo had ten members in the 
W Corporation. 

The New Muslini Majlis Party financed an old Müslim nevvs- 
paper The Müsalman , ovvned and edited hy an elderly “nationalist” 
gentleman named Mujibur Rahman. When he took ili and vvas 
no longer able to edit the monthly, Riazul Hassan, one of 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqi’s friends and follovvers, vvas entrusted vvith 
the responsibility. Altaf Husain, novv a veteran Journalist and editör 
of Dawn\ vvas at tlıe time professor of English literatüre at 
Caleutta University and used to contribute interesting, illuminating 
and povverful vveekly articles presenting Muslini vievvs, grievances 
and demands in the columns ol the Caleutta Statesman under the 


pseudonym ‘Ainul Mülk”. Altal Husain then harboured Müslim 
Majlis ideals in his heart and undertook to vvrite free of charge a 
column in our Müsalman under the caption ‘‘Slings and Arrovvs”, 
his pen-naıııe being “Archer”. This column created a sensation and 
there vvas discomfiture in the ranks both of the Muslini toadies and 
of the Hindus. The column vvas a treat for the young and pro- 
gressive Muslini intelligentsia of Bengal. 




At preseni, Minister of Industries in the President’s Cabinet of Ministers. 
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PLIGHT OF MÜSLİM BENGAL 


I reproduce his colum of July , 93î , which is undoubtedlv 
ınterestıng readıng even today and svhich will »ive the y 

bird s eyeview of the spirit and sentiments of the young and proses. 

T, mt uT nt T° le tİme s P ear - heade d in Bengaf by the Ne» 
Muslini Majlis oı Calcutta : 



“SLINGS & ARROWS” 
BY ARCHER 


(Fronı The Alusalman dated Friday, July 19, 193^) 


“Sleep no more! Macbeth doth nıurder sleep, Duncan doth murder 
sleep; sleep no morel”—it is a long \vhile ago that 1 read my Shakes- 
peare, but even though I may be misquoting, I cannot help invoking the aid 
of that great nıaster ot human motives and feelings, faced as 1 cim today, along 
with ali other sentient fellow-Muslims, with a situation which no vvoıds that 
I can string together will adequately describe. We yet sleep and dream, yet 
there closes in upon our spirit a heavy langour vvhich makes us drovvsy and 
forgetful, with its soporific though no longer perfumed memories of days 
bygone. Cataclysmic spirit-quakes, more devastating than any earthquake 
has ever been, have vainly striven us out of that traitorous spiritual inertia. 
Feelings and sentiments, rights and privileges have been devastated, used 
as footstools by others bent on mounting upon the peak we have forfeited. 
But the devastation has not been tremendous,—it has not moved our souls 
into an awakening. We are content to let our storied and treasured past 
crumble into dust around;—we are content to lie buried under the debris of 
ali the hopes, ali the ideals, ali the achievements of our ancestors. We çare 
not how long we remain but pedestals and footstools, ali that we hunger for 
is sleep,—the sleep of the forgotten, the sleep of the forsaken, the drugged 
sleep of the frozen-blooded, the sleep from vvhich there is no avvakening. 
And yet I say “sleep no more!”—because the murderer of sleep is abroad. 


Listen! something other than a mere past has crumbled. Debris of 
another kind has scattered its consecrated dust upon the vvestern vvinds. 
Bricks and stones, cupolas and domes and minarets,—particles of mere 
matter, but hallovved through the callings by the Faithful, in the dıstant 
but illumined past, on that God of İslam who is the God of ali humanity, 
vvho is one and indivisible, and is Rahman and Rahim as well as Zu-Intiyam. 
They have crumbled and fallen, and by now even the debris has been moved 
away. A matter of but a few days it has been, this breaking of what for tvvice 
as many centuries stood a landmark of the preaching and vvorship of peace. 
The law allovved it and the court avvarded it,—and the “pound of flesh was 
taken. The Mosque of Shahidgunga is now itself Shahid. One more msu t 
to God and man”, one more soul-ache, one more spirit-quake, one more 


Shahidgunj Mosque. A mosque in the old cıty ol Lahore_whıch ^nsuecTas a resuU, the 
and converted into a Gurdvvara. Ovving to the agı 1 1 ,*•» Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, 

Government of Punjab sealed the doors ol the Mosque. e acitation as a 

Proprietor and Editör of Doilj Zamindar, played a s.gnıhcant role t 

leader of the Muslims. 
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aeonised »roan of anguishcd deapair from and of the Muslin, world,_ 
and then silence. Wha, clseî The law allosved it, the court asvarded „ 
and the State (perforce) proteeted thenı. İn the donum ol actıon, what 
else then, bu, nişe passivity, acceptance of the me.itable, recogmtton tha, 
time is a changeling, an uplilting of the soul in prayer tha, He ,vho ,s the 
Chastiser nuy ehastise, and realisation tha, ''peace , abovc ali peace. mu., 
meanwhilc be malntained? I’eaec, be i, end, svithout any pnce pa.d. Le, 
disturb it and none threateo. 


nnııe 


If forgetting is possible, let us forget; if forgıveness ıs possible, let us 
foraive. But no more slumber, no more hope. Because of the God we 

vvorship we cannot sleep; in the name of the land we love, let us net hope. 

A red-hot iron has been plunged deep into our slumberıng souls, and therc 
it stays. Silence yes, and peace by ali meansbut wlıo shall stop the spırıt 
burning: Let it’burn. Refııse of generations vvell-nigb choked ıt, ıt was 
losing itself. Let it bıırn itself into itseli again. 

P.ut look; astride the prostrate shape of what they cali “Mother Indıa 
stands the monstrous demon of foul hypocrisy. Look! dart after art 
poisoned at the spring of hate, pierces heı tender child. Hope;-- hope t at 
one day she may stand vvhere she novv grovels. 

The hope is dead. W itli their own lıands, the higlı priests who proudly 
claimed exclusively to worslıip at lıer shrine, havc murdeıed it. And \vit 
every stab they inflieted upon its vvretched body, a herce and other chan hu- 
man joy seemed to intoxicate them into loıgetfulness of the “irrctrievable 
erime they were committing. The Sikhs and the Hindus İıave murdered 
our Two Hopes. The hope that some day İndia, the land vve live in and die 
in, might he frec, was massacred vvlıen the SikJıs lorgot the solemn assurance 
they had given to the Governor of the Punjab, and in deliberate vıolation 
thereof, in the dead of night when Muslims and the Government >vere sleeping 
and dreaming of peace on the morrow,—they raised the sacrilegious pickaxe to 
inflict its first \vound upon that lıallowed plaster. The other hope that 
some day, betvveen the Hindus and ourselves therc might be love, amity 
and understanding, was relentlessly butehered hy the Hindus, \vhen with ink 
dipped in venom—and inconsistency—and linotypes clicking in unholy 
accompaniment, they stabhed and stabhcd that Hope through the heart, in 
broad day-light, tiil it crumbled up, fell, and bled to death. None can 
rebuild the one, and the other, none can revive. 


Henceforth, there shall be no moral responsibility, theıe shall be no 
understanding, there shall be no compromise. There shaLl only be legal 
rights. What tlıe law allovvs, morality and comradeship and patriotism 
shall not deny. Llpon the highways of His Majesty, \ve Muslims \vill vvalk 
with a tread \vhich shall resound as it trampJes into dirt the hypocritical 
gifts ol fcllowship in a conınıon nationhood’’ proferred by the deceitlul 
alien. IJıe third party shall triumph, yoıı say? Let there be a fourth il 
m c d he, and let both triumph. Do not our o\vn ‘ ‘b^ethren ,, triumph, 
^ iılı dark though ill-concealecl glce? Have thev cared to respcct the holiest 
ol our hol\ sentiments? VVhen I cııt a pccpul tree stauding in my compound, 
or remove a piece of stone Irom my land, w ha t an outcry is there! 1 am 
a \andal, adesecrator ofsacrcd things, a svreteh whounderstands not religious 
^usccptibi 1 ities ol others. lı is not tor me to cjuestion why my pecpııl tree 
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..«ne on mv binil slıoulıl lıc ıvonıhipped and my legal riglıts »ver ıhcm 

?Lhed frora me becausc of ıhc pcculiar pulsations ol tlve l.cart of Aryavarta. 

not un a C ow that I lıave bouglıt with my oıvn money, evcn m a place 

e on , lıeld that is my oıvn. Here in Bengal, the right never qnest,oned 

before has al,o begun to be attacked of latc. Up country there are hundrcds 

d nhceV vvhere a Müslim cannot kili his cow, eıther for sacnfice or for 
ot place.s « slauehter-house, and in many places not even 

f<W ' 1 ';^;:,eXu" wKyî Becle i. hur,s and injur/s the “religiou,'- 

m a S 3 ~ of the Hindus The Müslim foregocs or ıs made to pal t wıth 

r llnaTrLht because of ıhe moral consideration of respecting o.her people s 

as 

s s s.'sri ı... -ı... ı».»«— 




,«u at h not a Icvv eves? If you prick us do we not bleed?”—Have 
we no daim to moral respect for our susceptibilities, even thoug t e aw 
mly gire ctbers the right to insul, them? Read, my frıend. rea^the 
long columnfuls of insensate matter that they have P°i' red ■ ’ 

butConder not; read and cease ,o hopc. Not yet, and neve as long^as 
this remsin, their standpoint, can we lıope lor an understan g. 
cm ive enter tirat coniamiııated and poisoned atmosphere wh,ch reeks 
ıvTthme foul breath of such pntrid nationalism. There shall be no nalıon 
■ outofa merging of us in,o 'hem or wi,h them. If such was yonr hope 
forsake iti If such was your pledge, iorsıvear ıt! 1 hu ıa ee s, e 

lie bleeding. 


From novv onwards, build a dream anew; w.th the rron yet hot an 
blazincr in your soul, make another determınat.on. TblERE SHALL BE 
a TRLIE NATİON OF GENUINE PATRIOTS IN INDIA, A NATİON OF 
EIGHTY MILLION MUSLIMS;—a nation those ideal shall not be deceıt 
and hvpocrisy, a nation that shall not resort tc the darkest subterfuges m 
order to pop itself up with 'he ruins of others t.ampled rıghts and on the 
debris of others’ sacred sentiments, a nation that shall not build a te.mple o 
legal riahts immorally exercised,-but a nation that shal love İnd.a truly and 
shall stfike haıd, and strike relentlessly, ali evil on the head. Despaır not; 
numbers must not daunt you. Right, justice, morality and Ged are on 

our side. 


But the first step in the nevv awakening, must be that eveıy heart that 
throbs must learn to throb with the intensity ot those who stocd on the 
fields of Badr and Ohud. While eschewing ali violence in deed and aetion, 
every true heart must learn to feel. FEEL! FEEL! FEEL! therefore, 

and prepare—” 


İt did not, hovvever, take more than a year lor tıs to realise that 
the “nationalism” that we had envisaged was merelv a dream and dıd 
not exist in reality. Whatever the Hindus did in the Corporation, 
ho\vever communal in nature, vvas laıtded as genuine nationalism nıt 
when we demanded thesame rights, we were branded as communa * s ^ s ‘ 
This \varped point ol vievv applied to every slıred ot patıonage u m 
the Calcutta Corporation gavc to the citizens vvhetheı it v\as in 


thı 
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lu hl ol coiıtiMCtü oı* in (he sphere of Services in the Corporation \ u 

holh ol vvhieh the Muslims had a negligible share, in spite ol the fa^ 
t lift t thry conslUuted 24/ 0 of the populalion of the city. Therefor^ 
>o (he mcnibcrs of (he Aluslim Majlis who vvere grovving increasihjı|y 
vocil'erOuB and allracting the attention of the outsiders as vvell as tîı c 
olheı* Muslin» nationalisls 3 , there appeared no alternative but to coniç 
l,o a head-on elash with tlıe poweı*ful Hindu Congıess element in the 
Corporalion, the tıvo lactions of which joined hands to quash the 
Ifgitimate Muslini grievances. Some months later, our agitation 
\\orkcd up (o boiling poiııt and, through the pressııre of the Müslim 
Majlis r.u ty ithin and Muslini public opinion outside, brought about 
the uholes.de resignation of the Müslim Councillors, ineluding 
Mr. A.K. Fazlul Haq, wlıo was Mayor at the time. 

Theıeafter, agitation outside was inereased and it gathered such 
strengih tlıat the 1936 Corporation general eleetions vvere boycotted 
by the Muslims of Calcutta. İn spite of influence, money and pressure, 
tlıe llindus vvere unable to get a single Müslim of any respectability 
and standing to contest the eleetions and except for a “Ç^uisling” and 
a fe\v hackııey carriage drivers, barbers and butlers vvho vvere eleeted 
■ by default and not by ıııerit, the new Corporation simply did not 
j represent the Muslims of Calcutta and much less, their interests. 
Some of us and one oııtsider, and former member of the Corporation, 
Shaheed Suharavvardy, together vviththe vvorkersof th eKhilafat Com- 
mittee 4 of Zakaria Street, devoted ourselves to the task of making the 
boycott a success. Often we vvorked betvveen nineteen and tvventy 
lıours a day vvithout break. Suffice it to say, the boycott vvas an 
ımqualified success and the Muslini leaders in Bengal and elsevvhere 
began to take cognizance of the new dashing group knovvn as the 
Nar Müslim Majlis of Calcutta. And yet, the boycott had a near 
miss ıvith disaster on the last day allotted for the filing of the nomina- 
tion papers. 

On the morning of this day, as vvas our rule, we visited the 
Calcutta Corporation to look through the copies of nomination papers 
ıvhich 'vere posted on the board, in compliance with eleetion rules, 
and "eıe shocked to see a nomination paper bearing the signature 
o 1 Mı. A.K. Fazlul Haq as a prospeetive candidate from one of the 
aı s. W e set about our business in a flash because there vvas no 
time to ıvaste. The First information Nooruddin and I gathered vvas 






I 

4 


A oppose.J to the Müslim “toadies” wedcled to British rule 

t" 7J«tt 0 wâd n “a" T. ^ “ me ° f 111 
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t j ıat j q Gupta, a Congressite of the Sen Gupta Group in the Cor- 
oration, had succeeded in persuading Fazlul Haq to file his papers. 
The game which was being played was obvious. There were a dozen 
iraitors vvaiting for a man of Fazlul Haq’s stature to file his nomination 
so t hat they could follow him promptly and make the boycott 
Infructuous. This is exactly what the powerful Congress Party wanted 
inci we, obviously, did not. So Nooruddin and I went to Nawab 
Habibulİah of Dacca who had been appointed the titular head of 
the boycott movement and told him that we had to act and our plan 
was to go to the Jhawtolla Road residence of Fazlul Haq and get his 
letter of vvithdravval, il necessary by threat of force. 


When \ve went up the stairs of his composite large office and 
sitting room, we saw him lying on a- charpoy , victim of an asthma 
attack Fortunately, there was no one in the room and he dıd not 
summon anyone in. He did not suspect anything untoward from us. 
The question “Have you signed the nomination papers?” was put to 
him. He replied in the negative. He was told that he was telling a 
lie. He again denied. Then a letter addressed to the Chief Executive 
Officer was produced by Nooruddin which read that someone had 
filed his nomination bearing his forged signature and, of course, 
vvithout his knovvledge or consent; that he repudiated the nomination 
and, to remove doubt önce and for ali, requested that this letter be 
treated as withdrawal of his candidature. He was told that ıf he 
did not sign straightaway, grave consequences would follow. He 
hesitated for a minute and then signed on the dotted line. 


Having achieved success and averted a catastrophe which would 
have wiped out months of hard work, we made lor the Corporation as 
fa^t as we could drive and presented the letter of withdrawal to the 
Chief Executive Officer, J.C. Mukerjee, with the request to post it on 
the appropriate notice board right away. This was complied with 
and we stood in the corridors to see that no damage to or removal of 
the withdrawal was effected and the press and the prospective 

candidates who were present in the lobbies at ali hoursofthe day canıe 

to know of the short-lived candidature of Mr. A.K. Fazlul Haq. Our 
escape from defeat was providential and we thanked the good Lord 
for it. 


r 

The boycott was so successful indeed that Subhas Chandra Bose, 
who was considered to be a genius in organising, told me in 194° that 
the Congress had never organised a bovcott vvhich was as effective as 

O q J oy r 1 

the Calcutta Corporation boycott by Muslims when 98/0 °* 
Müslim voters did not go to the polis. This success achieved by the 
Muslims of Calcutta became a shining example lor the Müslim leader- 
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ship and people throughout the country. It went hand ın hand wi t | l 
t he success on the football field achieved by the Mohammed an 
Sportine Club of Calcutta for vvlıich Khwaja Nooruddın deserves th c 
laurels It was he who, as Secretary General ol the Mohammedan 
Sporting Club, brought to life a dying organisation and made football 
history not only in Bengal but in the rest of India. Victory of th c 
Muslims acTainst strong European and also Hindu tearns on the football 
field instilled a spirit of self-confidence and pride in the Muslims of 
Benaal in particular, a vast majority of whom, through years of 
pers^cution and humiliation, had lost confidence ın themselves and i n 
the ir future. Tlıey had forgotten to agitate for their rights and to 
demand them, backed, if need be, ıvith sacrifice. They were reduced 
to a State \vhere anything that they thought was necessary for them 
could be obtained only by supplication, petition and deputation. Ali 
the agitation, fiery speaking and even sacrifice \vere the prerogatives 
of the caste Hindu and naturally Mother Britain alvvays gave the 
most milk to the baby which cried the loudest and mosî often ! 

British rule extended ali över India lor ninety years, from 18^7 j 
to 1947 but in Bengal the British-cum-Hindu exploitation and rule 
covered the period between 17^7 and 1947 —a hundred and ninety 

years. { I 

f 

The Nawab Nazim Mir Kasinı granted the East India Company 
special rights and privileges in Bengal in 1761. Some of them were: 
t'ıat the East India Company would enjoy a 2 S°/ 0 reduction in the tax 
which was levied on ali traders. Later the Moghul Emperor Shah 
Alanı granted a Sanad to the Company conferring the right on it to 
collect revenue in the Proviııces ol Bihaı* and Bengal. This enabled 
the East India Company to establish its trading centres ali över 
Bengal and ousted Müslim traders from the business that they and 
their ancestors had been doing. Besides, as the Directors of the East 
India Company \vere not permitted to trade in their o\vn name, they 
brought Hindu traders from other parts of Bengal and India to trade 
as their benamidars 5 . The \vealth of tlıese benamidars can be judged 
by one single example. 


Kintu Babu, who worked as Warren Hastings benamindar, spen 1 
ninety lacs ol rupees on the funeral ceremonies of his mother. Fıonı 
this it can be judged how wealthy Kintu Babu must have been a,lt 
ho\v nıuch vvealthier Warren Hastings had become during thc yea IS 

he ruled in India. I 


* Rcnanııdars aıe those who trade ıınder a false ııame 
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Clive in o ne of his Gazette notifications made it mandatory that 
no Müslim slıall be given any employment higher than that of a 
chaprasy or a junior clerk. 

v / Bv the above tvvo methods, among others, the Muslims of 
Bengal >vere ousted from botlı trade and service. Zamindaris and 
VVakfs in Bengal were abolished overnight. There vvere 8,000 Wakfs 
at the time. Zamindaris and taluqas confiscated vvere auctioned for as 
iittle as four and eight annas and the nevv landlords vvho purchased 
tlıese properties vvere no other than the benamidars of the East India 
Company “Nabobs”. 

Sİ ^ llRi 

/ In the vvords of Sir William Hunter, a British civil servant of 

S India, during the sixties and seventies of the nineteenth century, as 
recorded in his book “The Indian Musalmans’’, “A hundred and 
seveııty years ago it vvas almost impossible for a vvell-born Müslim 
in India to become poor. At present, it is almost impossible for him 
to continue rich.’’ He goes on, “When the country passed under 
our rııle, the Musalmans vvere the superior race and superior not 
only in stoutness of heart and strength of arm but in povver of 
political orgaııisation and in the science of practical government. 
And betvveen 1764 until 1937 the Muslims of Bengal remained a 
nonentity as far removed from povver as they vvere from the moon. 
From around the 2o’s of this century a small share in so-called “very 
limited’’ povvers vvas given to some Muslims in Bengal vvho vvere for 
ali intents and purposes the stooges of the British rulers. 


The suppression of Muslims became so intolerable that one of the 
first Hindu-Muslim riots of the sııb-continent occurred in Bengal in 
1831, vvhen Rai Kishan Rai of Purnea imposed a special tax, called 
the “Beard Tax’’, of Rs. 2/8 per cultivator vvho vvore a beard. At 
that juncture, the East India Company sent its forces to support the 
Rai Saheb and suppress the Muslims of Purnea! A vvell-knovvn 
Hindu historian K.M. Panikkar himself in his book “A Survey of 
Indian History” has testified: “An alliance vvas struck betvveen the 
head of Eııropean baniadom, the English Company, and the Marvvari 
merchants vvho commanded the vvealth of Bengal.” 


These are some facts of Müslim Bengal’s history vvhich can 
enable the readeı - to both understand and appreciate the extent to vvhich 
thev vvere crushed. The first Müslim document vvas a memorandum 
presented by the Muslims of Orissa in 187^ to Queen Victoria in 
vvhich they narrated these facts and thcir suflerings vvhich included 
exclusion from government service. They concluded the petition 
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, A no alternative left but to eitber walk 
with .he avords tbatjhey ^ ^ WÜI of Onssa . 

into the sea an ° rt we avers of the famous 

Many a thumb and hand of t J East Ind ia Company to «d 

competition which Bri.ish clotb aç for six ty years durıng 

2 the court language, a ter hc g P made to make way for 
East India Comp-y’* "J* ^ vocaWar y of the Hmdu clerks 

Enelish and Bengalı, enrıche 
and employees of the Company. 

V ^-mhed or made to suffer so 

Muslims in no part of |nd,a vvere c.ushed 

much as were the Muslims ot Bengal. 






İdi w- 

In the Renaissance of Muslini ^^’ ^'^bdul Latif, Nawab 
&ST ÎKftM Chowdhury of Bogra 
played important parts 




With this backgrouııd it can be appreciated by °“ r 
students ofhistory why the Muslini League was founded and org 

at Dacca on December 30, 1906. 


The moving spirits behind the Foundation of the All-Indıa Müslim 
League were Nawab Salimullah of Dacca and Nawabs Mohsin-ul- 
Mulk and Viqaı*-ul-Mulk of Aligarh who were close associates and 
successors of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan. Earlier a deputation of leading 
and influential Muslims, organised by Mohsin-ul-Mulk and headed 
by Agha Khan III, had met the Viceroy Lord Minto on the ıst 
October 1906 and demanded scparate electoıate for Muslims in the 

ı-s ı«Ai Apf An n rfıfııf 1 /~\ a I f rv r> I ^ l"\ /\ \ / ı i-v « r ı L I • • ^ /% r\ 


uctooer 190b ana aemanaea scparace eıectorace lor Musıırns m uıe 
pıojected constitutional refornıs. The Viceroy in his reply conceded 
the demand in principle. The deputation, which came to be knovvn 

AS f İ1P Simi A npnııb firarı 7 \*r^ c ____ * A 4 -r\ 


tne aemana ın principle. 1 iıe deputation, whıch came to be knovvn 

as the Simla Deputation 7 , was an important milestone on the road to 

Müslim Ireedom, for it symbolised political avvakening among 

Muslims who till then had been content to confine their activities to 
social reform and educational advance. 


0 

in the armÜl ı P^yed a significant part in the early days 

India and abroad", the MmeTof tht foll Müslim League both İn 

the followıng need mention: 


I 

? 


W- W. Hunter: TU l„ dlcn 






c t u,uu t'lusalınans . 

<»r a detailed account of fart s 

, . he rea <ler is referrcd 1 to th | e n' ml ,“ Dc P u tation and inception of 
lm r ° U "“‘ m, Cd to Jamıl-ud-Dm Ahmad's book £arl_, P/nU« 


of tb f 
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Sir Syed Amir Ali, Sir Sultan Mohamed Shah Aga Khan, Musheer 
Hussain Kidwai, Mirza Hashem Ispahani 8 , Sir Syed Ali imam, Raja 
Mohamed Ali Mohamed Khan of Mahmudabad, Sir Syed Wazir Hassan, 
Maulana Mohamed Ali and Sir Mian Mohamed Shah. 

It may be recalled that in 1913, after the Müslim League had 
adopted the creed of ‘self-government suitable tolndia’, Mr. Mohamed 
Ali Jinnah joined the League at the invitation of his friends, Syed 
Wazir Haşan and Mohamed Ali. 


Scanned by CamScanner 


MM 



















REVIVAL OF MÜSLİM BENCAL 





- 


, • „ that the first Muslini League Ministry cam e 

tT \vas only m 19 37 tha . _ .Tndia Act of 19u. 

• îı-ıfn liPinCT as 2 


. uh -. ıs*.? 

i,;:î sn t s% - 

challenged position under Bntısh pat «g c he C k t he poli- 

t lı c B " _ c « 1, a “SJTÎ They even played 

. 


6 


ith the Mnslims, but 


^^ 1 “:.^:, whe„ Fazlul Haq betrayed hjpjj 

and joined hands ıvith the Congress and M J “ b J a ' n f of India § 0 n 
they fought a losing battle culmınatıng m the l aıtıı 

August 14, 1947 - 


It was in June 1936 that we received ınvıtatıons for the first me - 
ina of the All-India Müslim League Parliamentary Board from the 
late Abdul Matin Chowdhury of Assam on behalf ot the Presıdent, 
Mr. Jinnah. Of the forty members from Bengal, only Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi and I went to Lahore to attend the meetings ot the Board. 
The first meeting was held on June 8, 1936, at the house ot Mıan 
Abdul Aziz, Bar-at-Law, and the subsequent meetings at Nedou s 
Hotel. Besides the members, över 400 Mnslims leaders and \vorkers, 
had been invited to this meeting. İt \vas a very important gathering 
as it was concerned with most urgent and vital matters affectiııg the 
Muslims of India, ineluding the question of eleetions under the neW 
Constitution in early 1937. Jf 


At this time feverish activity was on particularly in Calcutta 
amongst the then Müslim leaders of the Province to launch a Ünite 
Muslini Party of Bengal and to set up its candidates at the Genera 
Eleetions. The leaders of this Party \vere Khawaja Nazinıudclhb 
Nawab Habibullah of Dacca, Nawab K.G.M. Farooqi of Ratanp 111 » 
M. Azizul Haq, Khawaja Shahabuddin (Khawaja Nazimuddin s young 1 
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brother) , H.S. Suhrawardy and some others. Suhrawardy was the 
driving force. The only prominent person in the political life of 
Bengal at the time who was left out by this strong group, was A.K. 
Fazlul Haq who, in his owıı interest, had to swim on his own or 
clıoun. There ıvas a younger and leftist element at the time which 
was searching for a leader of statü re. It comprised^of/Nausher Ali, a 
stı-ong pro-Hindu Congressite, Shamsuddin Ahmed, Humayun Kabir 
(an individual more pro-Hindu than a Hindu himself who till recently 
was member of the Indian Government), and Nawabzada Haşan Ali 
of Bogra. For them, there could be no better person than the veteran, 
A.K.^Fazlul Haq. The Party which they constituted with Fazlul 
Haq at its head bore the name(Nikhil dangla Kı i shale Praja Sami ty. 


; 


Neither of the two parties vvhich came into existence on the eve 
of eleetions with the sole object ot grabbing povver and its attendant 
patronage, \vanted to have truck with the All-India Müslim League. 
The Provincial Muslini League did not exist except in name. It 
had died years before through indifference and negleet. The United 
Muslini Party of Bengal and the Krishak Praja did not want any 
interference froııı outside quarters. They \vanted to rule in accordance 
with their o\vn wishes and not involve thenıselves \vith a party \vhich 
operated on an All-India basis. 


So, when the invitations ıvere received, formal meetings of the 
t\vo parties’ leaders \vere called. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Nooruddin 
and I attended the meeting of the United Muslini Party in response 
to an invitation received from Sulıraıvardy, although we stili re- 
ıııained members of the New Aluslim Majlis. 


The meeting was held one evening—the date is not of 
importance—at the residence of M. Azizul Haq in Loudon Street, 
Calcutta. The prominent leaders of the Party were present and, in 
the discussions that took place, the consensus of opinion was patently 
that the invitation received should not be taken notice of; that the 
leaders concentrate their attentioıı on the coming eleetions in the 
Province, gain a majority and form the first government under the 
new Constitution. It \vas at this stage of the proceedings that the 
“Three Musketeers” as Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Nooruddin and I 
\vere called, declared in turn that we could not subseribe to the 
majority vievvs; that \ve had to respond to the cali ol an all-India 
political organisation of long standing and had to evolve as soon as 
possible a systenı ıvlıich ıvould produce an all-India policy for Muslims 
and fight for their rights on an all-India basis. If Muslims had to 
progress politically, vve suggested, it was necessary lor them not to 

OO 
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, , f , • eac h group and province striking out on 

act in a haphazard faslıı , thi |king and actions and express them 
its own, but to organ,se theır *T£ f were the only voices vvhich 

through one centra ° E ff ort wa s made by some of the other 

expressed this poınt o V1 ^ ‘ f going to Lahore. We, however, 

attend 

r^elTal S 3 SS 55 İ Abd^r Rahşan Siddi* and I did as 
Nooruddin g could not leave Calcutta at the tıme. 

When we reached Lahore, we discovered that we «ere the only 
two wbo had responded to 

League besiden t ZZJZ the invitation from *11 overInd,^was 

poor. From Assam, one or two responded. u 

Chowdhury, the Honorary Secretary of the Parliamentary Boar , was, 
of course, one. The rest of the leaders of the Province, İlke bır 
Saadullah, did not bother as they were busy preparing theır provmcıal 
field for themselves. The largest and most impressive contingent came 
from the United Provinces which included Maulana Shaukat Ali, 
Nawab İsmail Khan, Navvabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, the Raja Saheb ot 
Mahmudabad, Choudhri Khaliquzzaman, the Raja Saheb of Salimpur and 
Maulana Inayatullah of Feranghi Mahal. Nawabzada Liaquat Ali 
Khan. who afterwards became one of the pillars of the Pakistan 
movement, later dissociated himself from the Müslim League 
Parliamentary Board along with the Nawab of Chhattari and Na\vab 
Mohammad Yusuf, because fifty per çent of the seats in Provincial 
Board had not been given to the National Agriculturist Party of 
vvhich they were members and also because of the suspicion that, to use 
Navvabzada Liaquat Ali Khan’s words, “this group (Choudhri Khaliq- 
uzzaman s group) is regarded with suspicion by the majority of Muslims 
as having a veiled kinship with the Congress” 1 . 

In Lahore itseli, the response of thePunjab was depressincdv poor. 
Sır Fazle Husaın, the political thinker and strategist of Müslim Vunjab 

a n the JT e and a devoted serva nt of the British, was lying seriously 
dİ at Dalhousıe and «as calling the play to his follotvers from his sick 

ed. He «as the uncroyvned king of the Punjab before whom 
bowed the Hindu, Müslim and Sikh stooges of the British. He «as 
the representatıve of British povver in a province knovvn as the 

1 İt may be mentioned that after getting eleeterl ,, D « ,, vr . .,ı a 

Ali Khan joined ıhe M 0Sİİra L^.e ^ 

?J| ;*■„ i, i***' 
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ff vor< j arm” of India. He too did not want the Müslim League to 
_ owe rful enough to be able to guide the Muslims in provincial 

jnatters, although he had been a strong advocate of separate electo- 
an q previously opposed ali attempts at conıpromise vvith 

Hindu-. Such a State of affairs ıvould not süit hini oı* his patrons, 

the British, who knew that a man like Fazle Husain could be controlled 
and directed but a man like Mohammed Ali Jinnah could not. 



Amon^ those who responded irom the runjao were u ı. 
Mohammed Iqbal, Malik Barkat Ali, Mian Abdul fig»j 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan and Muzaffer Ali Khan Qizilbash. Raja 
Ghazanfar Ali, though elected on Müslim League ticket, later cıossed 
över and became a Parliamentary Secretary in Sir Sikandar Hayat s 
Unionist Government and Qizilbash, having contested and won the 
elections as an independent, joined the Unionist Party and remained 
loyal to it until Partition, that is so long as the Party lived. 

The Müslim leaders of the Unionist Party and those who later 
became Ministers \vere conspicuous by their absence. Bombay sent 
a fe\v. Madras was represented by an elderlv member of the Central 
Le^islative Assembly. Syed Murtaza Saheb, and Mufti Kifayatuliah 
and Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani represented the Jamiat-ul-Ulema 

of Delhi. 





I 


Thirtysix to thirtyseven persons met first at Mian Abdul Aziz’s 
house and later at Nedou’s Hotel under the Chairmanship of Mr. 
Jinnah to consider the existing politicalsituation and to devise ways and 
means by ıvhich the moribund Müslim League could become an 
metliye orpanisation and participate in the General Elections to be held 
under the Government of India Act of 1935-. The Muslini League 
yyaj^ted ^o enter the Provincial and Central Legıslatures as an 
organised and disciplined political party and safeguard and further 
Müslim interests in the religious, political, economic, educational and 
social spheres. The Muslims had been reduced to their pathetic 
position because they were not organised nor were they united as 
their leaders worked for themselves and not for the people. 

These ills had to be cured if the Muslini nation was to be lifted 
(rom the slough of despondeney. Sir Mohammed Iqbal, \vho was 
attending despite his throat trouble (cancer) and vveakness, expressed 
the view that it was necessary for Muslims elected to the Provincial 
Assernblies to be bound by an All-India Muslini League polic) and 
programme so that they could return to the Central Assembly on v 
such Muslims as were pledged to support Muslini lights^ âiu 
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• • nn t of their position as the “second great natio n 

İn M r T'' ar Hcİaicl- “Those vvho are now for provincial policies and 
of Indıa . He saı . in pettmg mdırect election» 


Of India”. He said: '^TnsZmentalingetting indirect electi ons 
F ro ^^^ AstSy ta«iöduced in the Const.tution (of , 93î) 
obviously because tlus su ts the 8 indirect e , ections) 

rpTopolTan AHdndla schetne of elections (the League Schetne) 
to y beTdherfd to by the provincial candidates, the same men ağan, 
at the instance of the foreign government, have come ou: to defeat 
.U. im f-VtPİr pffort to retaın their solıdarıty as a nation . 


The Parliamentary Board, having discussed and revıevved the 
situation briefly outlined by Dr. Iqbal and also having discussed the 
ouestion of Wakf Law arising out of the Shahıdgunj Mosque agıta- 
tion, issued a lono statement in which it outlined the polıcy and 
programme for legislators vvho were to contest the provincial elections 
on the Müslim League ticket. This also applied to those vvho mıght 
later be returned to the Central Legislature by the provincial 
legislators. 



In the Manifesto adopted by the Central Parliamentary Board at 
its meeting at Lahore from 8th to ııth June, 1936» it was stated 
inter aha : 

“The inauguration of the Moatagu-Chelmsford Scheme of constitu- 
tion and working thereof had developed and brought forth various forces, 
and it appears that such povver as vvas available under the Scheme has been 
captured in the various provinces by reactionary conservative elements in 
combination with a coterie of men vvhose sole aim and object is to secure 
ofifices and places for themselves wherever and >vhenever available. This 
has suited the Government and these tvvo classes have received every en- 
couragement and support with the result that they have not only been a 
hindrance and an obstacle in the vvay ol the independent and progressive 
ıntelligentsia but the people generally have been exploited. Thus was 
created a double domination of the reactionary forces and the imperialistic 
power. Our aim is that this domination must cease. 


The mam principles on vvhich we expect our representatives in the 

IZL g, t‘r S W ° rl ; Wİ11 be: <■> th « *» P™«nt Provincial Con- 

mediately by demoraıkMUeTr' C “ nStİtUtİon shouW be «placed im- 
time the rLT T! tul1 self-goveı-nment; ( 2 ) and that in the mean- 

wuı utiu v- various Legis,atures 

of the Constitution for i r f , t0 extract the maximum benefit out 
life.” *" U P 1 t dıe people in various spheres of national 





for leZZcHf * h ı e Central Parl ~tary Board adopte-l 

guıdance of the Müslim League Parties in the Legislature* 
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. r-ınints •_Protcction o( the rcligiou» 

contained the f ° llo '' m 8 makin/efforts l'or repeal of ali rcpres»ive 
rights of the M f"; s ” hic h are detrimental to the intercst 
lais; re.i.tm« »»Un the fundamental libertics ofth.pec.pl* 

of India, whıch encroach > of the country; reductıon ol hcavy 

and lead to economıc ex P ‘ d a |location of substantial lunds 

cost of adn ;: nİ ?“ at ‘ Ve de n p a ^ ent y s; nationalisation of Indian Army 
for nation-buıldıng departn ' development ol Industrie» 

and reduction of of curr P ency, exchangc and 

prices in the interest of economıc ^lopmcnt o me i ures for 

educational and economıc uplıft JLmentarv education Iree 

relief of agricultural indebtedness; ma ıng Janguage and 

and compulsory; proteetion and promotmn of U du ^ 

seript; measures for the amehoratıon o he g*" era a healthy 

public opinion and general political consc.ousness throug 
country. 


Mhich request he granted. We raet1 ^ 11 ^ i it y of the delibera- 

t~İ 

d,* Müslim League and belonged to the Ncw Muslin, Majhs, a party 

Ivhich had not S upti. then spfead its activities beyond the c,y of 

Calcutta, ive would be glad to suggest to our Board hat g 

in the all-India organisation if ive were sat.sfied that the Mu 
League ıvould cease to be, not in ıvords alone but ın deeds, a body of 
amf-ehair politicians ıvhich had so far conhned ıts actıvıtıes to meet- 
ing önce or tıvice a year and passing pious resolutıoııs and m ak '"g 
submissions and recommendations to our rulers to mıtıga e 
injustices perpetrated upon the önce great Müslim nalion ot İndıa. 


He assured us that the State of aftairs complained ot \\as buricd 
for ever and that the All-India Muslini League would from now on 
be a live political organisation and a mass movement throughout t e 
country. He emphasised that if we were to exist, as a nation, an to 
dernand and obtain what was due to us, the leadership would have to 
go in for greater contact with the nıasses tlıan it had so far done an 
ıvould have to deri ve its strength and povver from thern. We ıveıe so 
touched by the sincerity of his tone and expression that we be ievet 
he vvould do what he vvas tel 1 ing us, and we promiset to 
recommend to the members of our Party on our return to 
Calcutta that we, in one lot, slıould join the All-India Müslim LcagUv 
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and abandon tlıe aim of forming a provincial party vvhich vvould only 
rcsult in benefiting our enemies who by this time gleefully appreciated 
how a party or people could easily be ruled by playing one againsj 
tlıe other, if they vvere divided. 

As there was no Müslim League organisation \vorth tbe name 
in Bengal and there had not been one for some years, Mr. Jinnah 
appointed Abdur Rahman Siddiqi and myself as organisers and 
entrusted us with the responsibility oi launching tlıe new Müslim 
League Party in Bengal. He told us that as I was the younger of the 
tvvo, the main responsibility of running around and getting things 
done lay on my shoulders. He assured me that the task, although 
diflicult, vvas not impossible to achieve and that, given the will and 
the drive, he felt confident that it would not be long before the 
Muslini League as a political organisation of the Muslims would start 
tuiıctioning in the province. Afteı* giving us instructions, he bade us 
godspeed in our undertaking and assured us that he would be available 
tor advice and assistaııce vvhenever we needed it and that he would 
go to any place to which he was summoned to render the help that 
was required of him. 

Betore I pass on from the Lahore meeting of the All-India Müslim 
League Parliamentary Board, I shall record an incident which both 
surprised and hurt ıııe to the quick. 

In the course of the Parliamentary Board meeting several 
speeches were delivered in keeping with our tradition and vveakness for 
speech-making. On the first day, I remember Mufti Kifayatullah and 
Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani supporting Mr. Jinnah and vvelcom- 
ing his move to bring the Muslini League into the arena of live 
pohtics. But on the last day, one of these tvvo men of learning put 
lorth tlıe suggestion that to ensure the success of the League as a party 
at t e polis, effective and relentless propaganda vvould be necessary and 
tor that purpose, Deobund vvould place its machinery at the League’s 
ısposa on condition that the cost of the propaganda be borne by the 
eague. To start vvith, it vvas estimated that Rs. S o,ooo vvould be 

ı 1 |j . ^ ^ of course, fifty coppers in its cofters. 

the ir rCS1 e ? t 311 ^ ecıetar y> both honorary, carried their offices in 

tlıeır ıespectıve portmanteaux. 

tlnn mn« ma f lanaS knew the financial p° siti0 » of the League better 
respome to ,h US , S ° tlle > must have e*pe«ed the obvio»* 

such n,l!° ! P M P ,° Sa ' Mr ' JİIlnah had to ^11 them that no 
- İnmiş were available nor did he entertain hopes of colleeting tb'' 
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amount in the immediate future. He appealed to ali fo \ [ I 
whatever resources thev coulrl mııcfûi- J _ *ı WOr ^ Wİth 


whatever resources they could muster and tn & l ° W ° rk with 

results. “If the peopleVow Z we l cer e P lv ^ P ositi ™ 

their good”. he sa d. “-- m . ean to w °rk for 


their good”, he 
let us first work. 


5 } 


smVl ıı J A ^ aAA work tor 

, ’ m ° ne y wou| d come without doubt. But 


How true his words were was proven in later years when he 

Brithh ancl U tl ‘T thİrd P OWer in the la ^. the 

Bntısh and the Hındus beıng the other two. The peoples’ response 

to his appeals for funds ın later days was always prompt and generous. 

Money poured in froııı two annas to lacs from ali corners of the 

countıy. But, as I have said, this was in later years. In June 1936, 

however, the Müslim League had no funds and Mr. Jinnah could not, 

therefore, accept the offer of the maulanas to place the propaganda 

machineıy ol the Deobund Seminary at his disposal on condition of 
financial support. 


The maulanas appeared disappointed. They drifted in the direc- 
tion ol the Hindu Congress and conducted propaganda for the 
Congress Party which, of course, could rneet their financial de- 
mands. This \vas a bitter shock to me as I did not expect men 
learned in religion to become obstacles in the way of Muslims who 
were struggling for their national freedom. I could never dreanı 
that such venerable gentlemen could place personal and parochial 
interests before those of the nation. 


Mr. Jinnah, afteı* the Lahore meeting, became very active and 
worked hard. He toured the provinces. He not only set up Boards 
where they did not exist but gave life and impetus to the Boards 
\vhich had started to function. 


Abdur Rahman Siddiqi and I, on our way back from Lahore, 
were happy that we responded to the cali of Air. Jinnah andwere 
grateful that both our time and money were well spent. Wewere 
overjoyed to find that Müslim top leadership was awakening to the 
need of re-organising the All-India Müslim League and of organising 
the masses for the struggle that lay ahead and appeared to be un- 
avoidable. On the day of our arrival at Calcutta, we met Nooruddin 
and our other colleagues of the New Muslini Majlis. We reporte 
what had happened at the meeting and also advised them o our 
private interview with Mr. Jinnah. After some discussion, 
was agreed that we should work for the establishment ol , 

of the Müslim League in the provinces because vvithout a sing e a 
united All-India Party, it vvould become difficult, if not ımposs t, 
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ı • i[_ n i r nnliticâl dcstiny. So> with thc fervç>u r 

,u 

of convcrts wc started work nrst 

■ , . , ı.L-j- nolitical activity and rivalry of the tw 0 

İt vvas at thıs time that p / ı VYishak Praia 

parties, namely the United ^‘‘^ ^“c^ference of the United 
was reaching a h.gh pıtch. > «J ^ It was held at 

tr* ,ast three a 

Urge nlber of .l.-legates from ali över the province 
It anneared that if the Conference were held and «as declared a 
,ccSs not on İv by the organisers but also by honest observers, the 
United Müslim Party would gain a flying start in the race for sup- 
remacy in the nrovince and would attain such a posıtıon of strength 
that it vvould be difficult, if not impossıble, to negotıate wıth 
it and bring it down to earth to see reason. Therefore, somethıng 
had to be done soon if tbe position had to be kept fluid. 







On the morning of the Conference, vvhich vvas to start in the 
afternoon, Nooruddin and I evolved a plan and vvith it vvent to 
A.K. Fazlul Hacj’s house in jhawtolla Road. Fortunately for us, he 
vvas not surrounded by dozens of men and students. Only trvvo of 
lıis nephews, the Morshed brothers, vvere there at the time. We told 
him of the meeting vvhich vvas to commence in the afternoon and 
assured him that if ali vvent well as expected by the organisers, he 
vvould be left on a limb and vvould not be able to make headvvav 

J 

during the coming eleetions, because the follovving vvhich the United 
Müslim Party vvould have vvould be big and the money they vvould 
accumulate for organising and contesting the eleetions in the province 
vvould run into several lacs of rııpees. Having heard us vvith patience 
and nodding his head on and off, he asked vvhat should be done to 
prevent this from happening. Fle vvas told that to our thinking the 
matter appeared simple if he vvould agree to our plan. On being 
questioned as to vvhat it vvas, vve unfolded it as under: 


As t he time vvas short betvveen ıı a.m. and 3 p.m. he should 
ference^at S th lar T SU PP° r *f rs of his as he could and attend the Con- 

dozensofİJeTbut1 Sh0UM Wİk İnt ° HlU 't 

themselves in the Han ra T § h ^ î 0İ ! 0w f« do ^ewise and ? scatter 
ings opened after thp - S ^ u d s ‘ t süently until the proceed- 

remarks of the PresideıttofHv ~ ^ H ° ly Q uran ancl the °P enin ? 
ended. Thereafter he shr II ^ mcet,n S» Navvab of Dacca, had 

I,, the line that these biti m ° | S j 3nd U P and tr y to nıake a speech en 
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and patronage of office and leave out sincere and long-time 
servants of the peoplc like him, thereby creating a rift in Müslim ranks 
vvhon unity was so essential for success in the elections. He said that 
they would not allow him to speak. He was assured that that would 
be the case; that was what we hoped would happen. “The moment 
there are shouts of * si t down or ‘who are you , you are not invited , 
‘you do not belong to this Party’, ete., ete., you shouldnot sit down 
but continue your speech and we and your follovvers would 
immediately launch a counter-olfensive of shouting dovvTi the shouters. 
Pandemonium is bound to result which may even cause the ad- 
journment, if not the breaking up of the Conference on its very 

lırst day’’. 

Fazlul Haq appreciated that our proposal was a gamble but on 
thinking it över and on the advice of his nephews who were both hery 
and enthusiastic young men, he accepted the plan and set to wor 
through his lads to collect some of his trusted men and to order them 
to go to the Town Hail. Nooruddin and I along with some of our 
New Müslim Majlis colleagues went to the Tomti Hail on the invıta- 
tion of the organisers and took our seats not on the dais but a little 
further away from it. Fazlul Haq was already there with his staunch 
supporters. They were sitting like disciplined school-boys in the 
fairly large gathering vvhich had assembled. 

According to'programme, the meeting started \vith recitation 
from the Holy Quran and the Chairman of the Meeting rose to make 
his introduetory remarks of welcome to the delegates and to explain 
the purpose of the Conference. immediately thereafter, Fazlul Haq 
stood up and started to address the meeting. As expected, sbouts 

İ from the dais were first heard calling upon him to sit down and to 
shut up. The more he \vas reprimanded, the more he insisted on 
speaking at the top of his voice. Reprimands became general with 
thundering shouts. Then Fazlul Haq’s sınailer but equally vociferous 
army went into aetion demanding that they had no right to treat the 
veteran leader and servant of Müslim Bengal in such a fashion and 
that he had every right to address the gathering. These shouts and 
counter-shouts made the conduet of serious business impossible. At 
the moment when there was a slight lull Nooruddin and I stood up 
and shouted that we be given a very brief hearing. 1 stili cannot 
fathom why permission was given to us because we vvere not 
even members of the United Muslini Party but \vere vievved 
with sympathy by the High Command of the Party. Appea 
for silence vvas made and I addressed the gathering with \vords 
to this ettect: jÜ ■ I 
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Tlıat what had lıappened in the Town Hail was most reg re t. 
table; that instead ol meeting and th rashing ou t differcnces there shoul ( ] 
be such an öpen conflict betvveen Muslims on the eve of the electio ns 
and that as a dispute had unfortunately arisen, it was necessary that 
it be resolved and for the puqıose I vvould suggest that a neutral 
person of national statııs, namely Mr. Mohammed Ali Jinnah, 
P res i den t of the A 11 -India Müslim League, be invited to Calcutta 

immediately. 


Fazlul Haq readily accepted the proposal and thereby forced 
the United Müslim Party to follow süit. If they did not, they vvould 
have lost prcstige not only among their own followers but also 
among the Muslims in the province and elsewhere. Hurried con- 
sultations in vvhispering tones took place on the dais between the top 
leaders and vvitlıin a mintıte or so the Chairman of the meeting stood 
up and announced his acceptance of the proposal. It was agreed 
that Mr. Jinnah would meet Mr. Fazlul Haq of the Krishak Praja 
Party and the Navvab Bahadur of Dacca, leader of the United Müslim 
Party, and in consultation with both, draw up an agreed programme 
which \voiild be of maximum benefit to the Muslims of Bengal. 
That \vas the end to the meeting and to the proclaimed three-day 
Conferenee vvhich did not last much more than an hour! The large 
crovvd, vvhich had gathered, moved out of the Tovvn Hail, and many 
of those who had come from the districts for a three-day stay left 
for their homes by the night train. * 






For us, our plan had worked and vve vvere thankful to 
Providence for it. We rushed back to my house and immediately 
drafted a telegram to Mr. Jinnah at Bombay explaining to him what 
had lıappened in the aftemoon in the Tovvn Hail and demanding 
that he should, on receipt ol the telegram, make prompt arrange- 
ments to leave for Calcutta. We had not forgotten his pronıise in 
Lahore that he would be available at short notice anyvvhere to serve 
the cause of the League. The next nıorning vve received his reply 
that he w as leaving by the Mail and vvould be reaching Calcutta on 
August 17. The oııly persons who went to receive Mr."Jinnah at the 
Hovvrah Station platform were my elder brother, Mirza Ahmad 
Ispahani, Khvvaja Nooruddin and I. How different was this spectacle 
rom vvhat became the rule sometime later vvhen the approaches to 
Hovvrah Station both from the bridge and Hovvrah tovvn side and 
e w o e station itself became a mass of seething humanity, soın e ' 
an our eloıe the scheduled time of Mohammed Ali Jinnah s 

SS a Street OWrah ' ^ b,OUght hİm f ° ° Ur h ° me ** * 


’ 
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We S.1VV t he, iron red hot and wc struck. We announced the 
response of Mr. Jinnah to the invitalion of the leadcrs of the 
nmtVd Muslini Party to visit Bengal and to usc his bert endeavour 

Praja under the banner of the All-India Müslim League. We 
i" announced that he was staying at j, Camac Street, ıvhere adequatc 
«naements had been made to receive indivıduals and delegatıons 
tvho desired to cali on, or to discussmatters with Mr Jinnah The tdks 
commenced the next day, the previous evenıng hav.ng been taken 
up with our briefing him on the latest polıtıcal sıtuatıon m the 

province and in telling him of the many stresses and 
ences under whieh Müslim Bengal had creaked so long. Of course 
he knew our past history much better than we youngsters did It was 
decided also that I should become his A.D.C.-cum-Private Secretary 
and attend to his appointments and conference arrangements. 



• : • For several davs the talks went on, First with one group and then 
vvith the other, covering the same beaten track över and över ağam. 
First Mr. Jinnah tried hard to get the two Parties to ünite and come 
under the All-India Müslim League’s common banner. He taılecl 
because each did not want the other and, what was more, each 
distrusted the other. When he confessed failure on this approach, he 
busied himself in trying to win one of the two Parties to the side ot 
the All-India Müslim League, to join hands with it and put up candı- 
dates in the coming eleetions on the Müslim League ticket. The 
negotiations which went on and the masterly part Mr. Jinnah played 
in first pressuring the one and next the other Party will not be for- 
gotten by me, an eye vvitness to ali that happened in the three rooms 
on the ground floor of Camac Street. Each Party s leadership 
appeared overawed by the personality of Mr. Jinnah. Each Party’s 
yielding of ground gave Mr. Jinnah added strength and courage to 
strrike a harder bargain vvith the other. He conducted the negotiations 
vvith such brilliance and skill that alter some days the leaders of 
Müslim Bengal were in a State of daze and stupor. They had been 
reduced to a stage vvhere they did not know whether they vvere 
going or coming! Mr. Jinnah was out to ünite Muslini Bengal under 
the banner of the All-India Muslini League so that it could face the 
Hindus vvith confidence and secure its fu 11 rights. 

By the third day’s morning, it appeared that Fazlul Haq s Party 
vvould accept the proposal to ıııerge vvith the Müslim League. And 
it vvould have so happened had it not been for some ot the extremist 
and young elenıents in his canip who demanded certain safeguards 
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and tlıe adoption of lines of policy which Mr. Jinnah could not 
accept or commit himself to in advance. But outsıdc tlıe conferencc 
room vvord spread in tlıe United Muslin. Party s camp thal agree- 
ment betvveen Fazlul Hac| and Mr. Jinnah was a ınatter of touch an<| 
go. The architects of the United Muslin. Party »hen dec.ded to ,o in 
tlıe Muslin. League, muclı to the bitter dısappomtmcnt of the Fazlul 
Haq group who were out-manoeuvred at the last moment. 


The United Müslim Party accepted unconditionally that: 


(a) It vvoulcl go into voluntary liquidation. 

(b) Its members \voulcl join the All-India Müslim League. 

(c) The Muslini League in Bengal vvould put up candidates in 
Bengal on its owıı ticket. 


Almost simultaneously, we of the New Müslim Majlis officially 
announced the dissolution of our Party and joined the Müslim 
League unconditionally. There could not have been a greater 
achievement at the time for the President or foı* the Müslim League. 


Mr. Fazlul Haq’s Nikhil Baııgla Krishak Praja Samity had lost in 
the bargain because the young and extremist elements in his group 
vvanted to capture the League on their ovvn terms and did not realise 
that Mr. Jinnah was too seasoned a politician and too hard a nut to 
crack. As soon as the United Müslim Party capitulated, Mr. Haq felt 
that he was left out in the cold and blamed the younger and hot- 
headed elements in his Party for his predicament. Hovvever, on being 
further persuaded and pressed by Mr. Jinnah, he eventually agreed 
that: 


(a) The Krishak Praja too vvould vvind up its organisation and 
political activity and join and organise the Musİim League along with 
the United Musİim Party and the h!ew Muslini Alajlis. 

(b) Mr. Jinnah vvould set up a Parliamentary Board vvhich 

vvould run the future elections on behalf of the All-India Mush* 11 
League. 

İh* Parliamentary Board vvas duly constituted by Mr. Jin^ 3 ^ 1 
'O th< hasis ol equality ol representation of the United Müslim l >al1 ' 
-mf| il.. Krishak Praja Party vvith a certain numbeı* outside thv‘ lv ' () 
paıhı , nominated by himself. iv 
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% ‘\Ve Musalmans believe in one God, one book, the Holv Quran— 
o ne Prophet. So we must stand united as one nation.” 

Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at Peshavvar 
April 17, 1948. 
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The foIlowing represented tlıe United Müslim Party on 


Yİ 


Board : 



the 









Nawab Khvvaja Habibullah of Dacca 
Klıvvaja Nazimııddin 

Mr. H. S. Suhravvardy 

Maulana Mohamed Akranı Khan 

Maulana Abdullah-el-Baki 

Sir A. F. Rahman 

Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 

Khwaja Shahabuddin 


The Krishak Pıaja’s representatives, among others were: 




A. K. Fazlul Haq 
Nauslıer Ali 
Haşan Ali of Bogra 
Syed Badruddoja 
Shamsuddin Ahmed 


Mr. Jinnah’s nominees were: 

Mr. Mirza Ahmad lspahani 
Mr. K. Nooruddin 
Mr. Aziz Ansari 
Mr. A. R. Siddiqi 
Mr. Abdullah Gangee 
Mr. Sikander Dehlavi 
Mr. M.A.H. lspahani 

The formation of the Parliamentary Board was the eventual 

outcome of the agreement reached by the various groups of Muslims 
ın Bengal. r 

meet * n S Parliamentary Board so constituted, 

and ouÎdve e s nCe Th TT ^ FaZİUİ “"f» § rou P 

drafted M o occurre ^ w ^ en the election platform \vas being 

fol İn w*" Mr ' Ha ? and hİS extremist coterie vvanted to include the 
ing poınts in the manifesto : 









) That zamindari be abolished vvithout compensation. 

hat theıe be in the province of Bengal universal free 
prımary education, vvithout taxation. 
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,.ı to both these measures as they stood, 
Wc> who were oppf s ofzam i n dari was concemed, we wer e 

areucd that so far as the aDoıı ' j h t pay ment of compensation 

"' Tr 1 "" "sMsL an evIn the goo/conscience of an atheis, 
vvould he agaınst İslam an held t hat although we were as 

As for free primai7 e° uc . to have free primary educa- 

anxious as Mı\ Fazlul Haq an ıs g 1 pr0 vincial budget could not 

^ s ‘ - ,ev >' be ^ 

to provide the funds for free primary educatıon Jj I I 


( ( 


Again, Mr. Fazlul Haq’s complaint of having been slighted by not 
Being even consulted as to which day vvould be suitable to him and to his 
Party for the first meeting of the Müslim League Parliamentary Boara ot 
Bengal, here too Mr. Fazlul Haq is incorrect and his charge canııot be 
maintained. No particular individual or party was responsible for the 
fixing of the date of the first meeting of the Board. Mr. Jinnah suggested 
that no more time should be lost and the first meeting of the Board should 

O 

be called in three days, by when, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed (Mr. Fazlul Haq’s 
Party man) vvould send in the names of ıhe Bengal Krishak Samity’s represen- 
tatives. It was the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca and some of us \vho suggested 
that a later day vvould be betler as it vvould give the Samity more time to 
nıeet and to select theiı ıcpresentatives. Mr. Jinnah agreed and September 6 
vvas unanimously agreed upon as the date of the meeting. While Mr. 
Fazlul Haq feels that it vvould be dangerous for him to challenge the necessity 
for having a sıng'e Müslim political organisation m Bengalf he threatens' 

vrallcmıtlf t . İme 4.ı t ° ?° t0 Board ^ or tbe sa ^ e of appearance and then to 
to hinıself 1 H k' S , n ne , lthcr faİr to those Avho bave joined the Board nor 

Müslim League 6 p'arUamentarTBoard COncU,sions before S ivin g 

constituted today represn tS m f ^ trİaL The Board > aS H 13 
position of domination över an Y ‘ other ^ ‘^k 

for a common cause, namelv the un in- öf Ju u'T 3 g0t to S ether to "'° rk 
be and shall be achieved at alı cost '' w ^ MuSİ . 1 1 ms ol Bea S al and tbis nlUSt 
petty jealousies and suspicions G mUSt ? WOrk “ a team ^ bur ' 

f İ gj : Jy« -il ' - fcaa S 

1 have restricted nıvself tn. -> ı 

entering into any controveısv ^ na [ Tatloa ol bvcts and I have avoideıl 
Haq. Having entered the Board^h ^^ P ° İntS raiscd by Mr. Fazlul 





aıın that the issuing ol controversimi 














Our counler proposals vvhich were botK sensıble and P ra ctical 
were^ııot acceptabfe Ur. ***%£ Xh £ 

SalTproposld to'establish'through a common Parliamenta^Board 
came to nought before the general eleetions. Mr. Haq, as he was 
accustomed, resorted to the press to justıfy his position. s ıs 
statements had some inaccuracies, I was compelled to deal avıth_them 
through the same medium. The statement publıshed m the Star of 
İndi a, Calcutta, dated September 3, 1936, contaıned the lollowmg 

lines: 
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statements to the public must cease and differences of opinion amongst 
its members, if any, must be brought to the proper forum for solution and 

m * • i 1 












dccision. 








Mr. Fazlul Haq’s Praja Party decided to contest the elections on 
its own ticket. The Müslim League Party also contested the general 
elections and emerged as the largest Müslim Party in the Bengal 
Legislature, capturing 40 seats out of the 119 reserved for Muslims. 
jV[ r Fazlul Haq’s Party secured 38 seats. The Legislature of 1937 
contained a substantial group of independents most of whom later 
joined the Müslim League. Notwithstanding its strength, the Müslim 
League in its anxiety to maintaiıı solidarity, offered the Prime 
Ministership of Bengal to Mr. Fazlul Haq who accepted the offer and 
brought with him a section of his more “moderate” Praja followers. 
Thus, afteı* a very long time, the Muslims regained political power 
in the Bengal which their forbears had önce ruled. But, as historians 
must have recoıded, in 1941 Mr. Fazlul Haq betrayed the Müslim 
League and joined hands with Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose of the 
Congress Party and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee, leader of the 
Hindu Mahasabha. He, the Nawab of Dacca and some others 
walked into the enemy’s camp, taking with them a large number of 
our Party follovvers to support the newly formed coalition govern- 
ment of Mr. Fazlul Haq and the Hindus, for the sake ofloaves and 
fishes which such support brought them. 


It was then that we found that the hard core of the Müslim 
League in Bengal consisted of only 3ü members! The rest who mas- 
queraded as Müslim Leaguers were just Müslim Leaguers to süit their 
own interests and not to follow, as in a decent society, the dictates of 
their conscience. This Hindu-supported and Hindu-sponsored coalition 
did not last very long because the Müslim League being in opposition 
and working night and day to regain po\ver, made life impossible 
for Mr. Fazlul Haq and his Muslini colleagues in Calcutta and in the 
province. And the Müslim League remounted its steed and galloped 
ali the way through vvithout any serious opposition until the 194^ 
elections when it literally cruslıedthe opposition and totally annihilate 
the floating element in the Legislature wbich had made it a norma 
practice to seli its votes to the highest bidder. 

There had been some şort of understanding between the 
Congress and Müslim League candidates to lend moral support to 
each other because the Congress had no chance in Müslim constı 
encies and was not very sure of capturing a big majority o ene c 
Seats. In his speeches during the election campaign, 1 ' J 
repeatedly expressed sentiments of goodwill tovvaıds the ongıess a 
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ıı ,n P ni-ion between the Leagu e 
emphasised the need for frıen y co-^p ^ he said ; “Ours is not 

and the Congress. Foı instan ^ movenıent which carries the olive 
a hostile movement. Ours ıs wi]lin ç t o co-operate, we ar e 

branch to every conımumty. groU ps, provided their ideals, 

willing to coalesce wıth any gı P a§ ours ”2 # There was, ho W - 

their objects are approxırnateiy ttitude as soon as the election 

ever, a sudden change * succe ss at the polis had an 

results were known. The uııe { , menta l balance. Thev 

upsetting effect on the oııgıes t j ıe Q ther parties in the 

spurned the idea of ^"^P® 1 "* 1 , de clared in a militant tone that 
country. And Mr. ]awaharla Nehru dectoedm^ ^ ^ 

the re were only two P artıes , , to ı ine U p. This statement 

British Government—an o er , ^ ic j ‘ ‘ We are not going 

evoked a spirited reply from Mr. “nişanen... .1 refuj 

to be the camp-fo owers of any party oı organ 

m ite up. There is a third party in the country and that .s the 
Muslims. We are not going to be dıctated to by any y. 

Instead of following the straight and only honourable course 
of forming coalition cabinets with the Müslim League on the hasis of 
an aereed programme, there being many common points in thel 
programmes of the two parties, the Congress proceeded to win över 
individual Muslini Leaguers by holding out allurements of office and 
thus demoralising and disrupting the ranks ol the League. In the 
Central Provinces, Bihar, Bombay and Madras, the Congress 
enticed a stray Muslini Leagueı* or indepeııdent Muslini member 
to sign the Congress pledge in exchange for a Ministership or a 
Parliamentary Secretaryship. 

For various reasons, the League in the United Provinces occupied 
a pivotal position. The Congress made a special effort to create a 
situation designed to bring aboııt tlıe merger of the Müslim League 
Paıty iıı the Congress Party because it was tlıougbt that such a 
consummation would deal a serious, if not a death blow, to the 
League s existence as an All-India organisation. I would, therefore, 
escıibe the Congress ıııachinations in the U.P. at some lengtlı. 


Maulana Abul Kalanı Azad in his book “India Wins Freedom” 
rJder^f a fl C0U 2 °. f hİS ne g° tiations with Chaudhri Khaliauzzaman, 

leader of the Muslmı League Party in the U.P. Assembly, whicb 

Quoted m K.B. Sayeed’s Pakistan the Formative Phase. 

Sajetd. Pakistan the Formative Phase. ’ s I 
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creates the impression that no question of policy or principle was 
involved and it was onlv a question of accommodating one or two 
Muslini Leaguers in the Cabinet. The Congress wanted to include 
two Muslims in the UP Ministry to give it the semblance of a 
“national” Cabinet, but it was faced vvith a difficulty. No Muslini 
had been elected to the UP Assembly on the Congress ticket. 
Before the Assembly could be called to meet for its first session, a 
Muslini League nıember, Tlıakur Asghar Ali Khan, elected from 
Bahraich distıict, died. It was a safe seat for the League. It was 
geııerally expected that the UP Muslini League Parliamentary Board 
would put up a candidate in the by-electioıı. Mr. Jinnah had, in a 
statenıent, declared : “We ha ve decided to contest the seat which was 
vvon by the Muslini League at Bahraich. The nıember who won the 
seat, I sorroıvfully have to say, is no more vvith us. So we have to 
capture the seat again. The Congress, I believe, is going to contest 
this seat. It will be a great nıistake on the part ol the Congress to do 
so. . . . ” 4 Mr. Jinnah’s statenıent was unambiguous but it is regret- 
table that his directive was not follovved and a Müslim League seat was 
lost to the Congress as a result. No League candidate was put up 
and a Congress leader named Mr. Rafı Ahmad Kidvvai was allowed to 
be elected unopposed. In his book “India Wins Freedom—the Other 
Side” (Page 8 8) Mr. Abdul Wahid Khan, a protege of Chaudhri 
Khaliquzzaman, testifies that ”he (Kidwai) too had vvon the seat in a 
bv-election through the support of Chaudhri Khaliquzzanıan”. 

The Congress, through Maulana Abul Kalanı Azad, approached 
the leader of the UP Muslini League Parliamentary Party, Chaudhri 
Khaliquzzaman, över the head of the President ol the All-India Müslim 
League, Mr. Jinnah, knowing that the League at the time was not a 
vvell-knit and strong organisation. The parleys were conducted in a 
manner vvhich made it clear that the Congress’s intention was to 
seduce Muslini Leaguers by offering baits ol office and tlıereby kili 
the Muslini League Party. These developments were causing serious 
concern in Müslim League circles as is evident from the follovving 
statement issued by Syed Mohammed Husain of Allahabad, a promi- 
nent Müslim League leader in UP and member of the Council of State : 

What a dreadful plot against botlı the Muslini League and Mr. Jinnah ! 
Mr. Jinnah becomes convinced that nothing can be done to the 
advantage of the Müslim conımunity unless the Muslims ol different 
shades ot opinion are brought under one strong and progressive organi- 
^ation, that is the Müslim League. His desire was to ask those who 


4 M. H, Saiyid: Mohammed Ali Jinnah (a political studj 1 '). 
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were going unduly fast to slacken their pace and to make those wh 0 
Ş & , ' . . rtnîrkpn their steps so that the whol e 

" ere hardly a vancıng ^ . He worked very hard for it and, 

community should advance togethe . ^ h J succeeded t0 a 

inspite of good many handıcaps , d towar j s t he more advanced 
great extent. H e was na urally d oper ation, he yielded to 

them on more than one occasion. They however, accepted the 
principle of consolidating the Muslims of ali schools of thought 
under the banner of the Müslim League and gave Mr. J.nnah an under- 

taking to that effect. 


“Mr. Jinnah placed confidence in them and asked them to go 
ahead. Alas, his confidence was misplaced and how some of them 
betrayed him, at least, in UP. His idea was to organize the Muslims 
to stand against the Congress which had entirely ignored the existence 
of Muslims in India except for the purpose of exploiting and had 
become too arrogant and anti-Muslim. Yet Mr. Jinnah wanted the 
Muslims to become strong enough to advance side by side withany pro- 
gressive group. It vvasin the name of the Muslini League and Mr. Jinnah 
that the candidates went about canvassing for votes and preaching 
Mr. Jinnah’s principles of organisation of Muslims and succeeded in 
the elections. 


“But what they did and are doing after their success in the 

election does no credit to the Congressite Muslims. The hands ot 

the Congress are not invisible in the UP Parlianıentary Board and, 

although some had their own suspicions, they pursued the policy of 

wait and see’ and allowed the election to be över. Immediately the 

elections finished and the Congress was returned with a majority, its 

hands became very pıominent in the activities of the UP Parliamentary 
Board.” 7 


i 


, ^, ed Mohammed Husain narrated the circumstances in which 
Chaudhrı Khaliquzzaman got himself nominated as the leader of the 

sw 2 '„ T, Wa c n he bitterest P Ü1 that the whole gathering had to 
candidate • he ,‘ı f °! °"' ed the decision not to oppose the Congress 
Z ulT lhrâİ ^ h constituenc y- He added: “The policy of 

Khali qu Lman to say' “no ’ inV^d™/"? Wha * rİ S ht had Chaudhr ‘ 

"'hen the Raia of <J- h ' S lndlv,dual capacity? In the same tvay, 

of acceptino ft m av MCe P t * 3 P ortfoli °. a '^ough the manner « 
condemnation The nr .| P Cn î° cr ' t ' c ' sm > Mr. Khaliquzzaman joins i# 

°f opinion has bLn lü consolid ating the Muslims of ali shades 

League Parliamentary Bo^rT h^isfed^îhe “r ^ 

the Congress colours. 
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“The onlv vveapon that you have to forge—and tlıe sooner _you forge 
t hc better—is to create your ovvn streııgth, yoıır o\vn ponor so that 
yön can face any danger, any po\ver, any opponent, any enemy sıngly 

or combined.” 


Qaid-e-Azam: Presidential Address, 
Madras, April, 1941. 
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“The invitation to the All-India Müslim League to hold its 
session at Lucknow, which the Müslim League had accepted, has 
, een disovvned or, at least, cancelled. The design \vas pre-arranged 
md the idea was to stop the Müslim League from holding its session 
here in the near fııture so that the Congress may be able to steal 

a nıarch över the League. 

j n conclusion Syed Mohammed Husain vvarned his co-religionists 
not to Aıll into the Congress trap and to rally around Mr. Jinnah. 

Mr. Jinnah took serious notice of the matter and issued a press 
statement \varning against the consequences of such subterfuges: 

“I understand that there is a move to invite to the meeting of members 
of the Congress to be held on May 2 and May 3 ( some Müslim members 
who have been elected to the United Provinces Legislative Assembly 
on the Müslim League ticket and also a conference is going to be 
convened at Allahabad. 1 anı entirely in the dark as to what the object 
of this move is. But 1 want to make it clear that it will be useless 
for any individual or individuals to effectively carry the Muslims 
behind theııı if any settlement is arrived at with a particular group or 
even for the matter of that the ıvhole of the province. 

“I say it is a pity that these roundabout efforts are made. The 
only object of it can be to create some differences between the 
Muslims. It is no use dealing with those men \vho are in and out of 
the Congress and the Müslim League at one time with one and at 
another time with the other, as it suits them. I am sure that the 
Muslims of the United Provinces will not betray the Muslims of 
India and therefore any effort to settle by individuals which may be 
advantageous to them for the time being will not carry us anywhere. 

“I have been promised by Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman, leader of 
the Müslim League Party in IIP Legislature, that he will let me 
kno\v what the situation is in the United Provinces. I have sent him 
reminders and I am vvaiting to hear from him for the last three wee s. 

I cannot understand the mystery of his silence. I only trust that he ı\i 
not enter into any commitment \vhich may be repudiated not on y 
by the Muslims of his province but the Muslims of India. 

“The metlıod ot dealing with individuals or groups can only result 
in isolating and dividing the Muslims group by group or province 

by province and in destroying the united front. 6 y * SI 

» 






■ -f 

Ç The Pioneer, Lucknow, dated April 2i, 1937. 

6 Times oj India , Bombay, dated April 26, 1937. 

i-rds s 4. ÜJL; - İÜ (İ k . t -1 
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yvhich were: 

, . i .-t the IIP Legislature shall cm* 

(,) The Müslim League group m tne j, "Kt 

to function as a separate group. | I 

, .4 The e\istine members of the Müslim I cague Party in th P 
UP Assemblv shall bfcome part of the Congress Party and w il I f ul | y 
share membership of the Party. They w.U hkevv.se be stıbject to 
control and discipline of the Congress Party in an equal measure vvith 
other members and the decision of the Congress Party as regards work 
in the Legislature and general behaviour of ıts members shall be 
binding on them. Ali matters shall be decided by a major.ty vote of 
the Party, each member having one vote. -Jj 

( 3 ) The policy laid down by the Congress Working Committee 
for their members in the Legislatııres along with the instructions issued 
by the competent Congress bodies pertaining to their \vork in such 
legislatııres shall be faithfully carried out b\ ali menabeıs of the 
Congress Party including these members. 





( 4 ) The Müslim Leagııe Parliamentary Board in the UP wi 
be dissolved and no candidate will thereafter be set up by the said 
Board at any by-election. Ali members of the Party shall activelv 
support any candidate that may be nominated by the Congress to 
fili a vacanc ) 1 hereafter. 

i s) Ali members of the Congress Party shall abide by the rules of 
the Congress Party and ofler their full co-operation with a vievv to 
promoting the interest and prestige of the Congress. 

(6) In the e\ent of the Congress Party deciding on resignation 
r°m the Ministry and the Legislature, the members of the aforemen- 
tıoned group shall be bound by that decision. 

M 1 „| TheSe A| te . r Tı Were . conve )' ed to Chaudhri Khaliauzzaman by 

t , Kalam Azad a note vvhich stated: “İt «* 

froup vvou ı d c l\ TS !° med the Con g ress Party as full members, that | 

the Provincial Pak' ° aS 3 se P arate g r °up. In the formation j> 

U W9S C ° nSİde - d P-per that they shouU 


i 




Regınald Coupland: İndi 


a a Restatement, 
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iv:;-, [t is indeed amazing as to how the Congress leaders had the eff- 
B rontery to put forvvard such terms and conditions which no self- 
I respecting party could ever entertain. However, Abdul Wahid Khan 
f : h P o in his book “India Wins Freedom-the Other Side” (Page Sı) 
cJaims to have first-hand knowledge of the Azad-Khaliquzzaman 
nejrotiations, remarks: “They (The UP League leaders) were willing 
to^be subject to Congress discipline in the matter of economic pro- 
I gramme and to resign from the government in case the Congress 
decided to resign. They were also prepared not to contest any 
by-election in opposition to Congress Müslim candidates. That 
vvould have amounted to the Virtual dissolution of the (League) 
Parliamentary Board.” It must be noted that Nawab Mohammad 
İsmail Khan, President, UP Provincial Müslim League, was not a 
party to these negotiations and was strongly opposed to these terms 
and conditions. Müslim public opinion by this time had become 
vocal and asseı tive and the note of vvarning sounded by Mr. Jinnah 
in the statement quoted earlier averted the danger of merger of 
the UP Muslini League Parliamentary Party in the Congress. 
The Azad-Khaliquzzaman parleys fell through and the Müslim League 
was saved from the sini ster designs of the Congress and the Muslims 
of India from a catastrophe from which there vvould not have been 
an easy recovery. On that occasion, Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman had 
led us almost to the brink of disaster and our national hero and 
leader, Mr. Jinnah, saved us. 

The Congress High Command adopted a similar attitude toıvards 

the Müslim League in Bombay. According to the testimony of Mr. 

Kanji Davvarkadas, a prominent Hindu leader of Bombay: Kher, 

the Chief Minister-designate, before forming the Ministry, saw 

Jinnah. He requested Jinnah to give him two members of his Müslim 

League to join in the Ministry. Jinnah readily agreed and offered his 

and the Müslim League’s fullest co-operation to the Congress Ministry. 

But whaf happened ? Kher told me the vvhole story and later Jinnah 

confirmed it. The High Command, Sardar Patel in particular, took 

Kher to task for having approached Jinnah. The High Command vvanted 

no truck with Jinnah. So, Kher’s request for the tvvo Muslini Leaguers 

in the Ministry was turned into a denıand by the Congress that the 

Müslim Leaguers must resign from the Muslini League and join 

the Congress and then only vvould they be taken as Ministers. T is 

^ vas a humiliating condition for the Muslini League to accept. Jinn 

I ri gbtly resented it. He, therefore, summarily rejected the Congress 

suggestion. He vvanted to co-operate vvith the Congress Ministry u 

not by liquidating and sabotaging his own party. 8 
*--- 

*j* Dvvarkadas: India’s Fight Jbr Freedom, Bombay 1966. 
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’ , congrcss le^ers at the ti m , ; 

U did not, por'hap- | it arian «nen > thought that th e 

thelr impeHa - - 1 As «>< J jtish , they igno re 

•. t ısr »«»,r»-*-«* ,*» 


İt did » u * I . . 11U 1 totaiu*» 1 uı ” they tnougut uwı th ev 

heir impcri» .s - ^ wore . As ^ as t X ^ y 

‘unity’ by W b ; cbtbcy ıe ^ ternlS w'^ h awakene d natjon> ^ 

slightcd .m; M^ could not bo -PP ure . As Mr . Dwark a '! 

g h "T'nilrity in the ballot box § | k of po litical foresight 

eMls of a ma onty ^ * ce and a ^ next ten yea 6 


l,g i|v sınailer, couia is l at ure. As Mr. Uwark a , 

h ‘"'r 'nnioı ity in the ballot box /| ac k of political foresight 
:im ulv recSe- “This arrog^ J durin g the next ten years, 
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nating at lasl m 
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“I anı no believer in the mission of making the rich richer and the poor 
poorer. The task is difficult, of course, but you must rnake earnest 
efl'ort to promote the iııterests of the nıasses vvithout necessaıily dis- 
turbing the equilibrium in tbe bargam.” 

Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at a dinner 
party given by the late Mr. Ghulam 
Husain Hidayatullah at Karachi August 
9 > 1947 . 
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ç vvlu-n Prime Mlnister Mohamed Ali Bogra’s Cabinet acccpted 
Z novv coal of arms, vvhich uptil today remains the Government’s 

ııcNV cnıblcm. 

THE CAPITAL OT PAKİSTAN 

Aftcr some days of discııssion on vvhere the Pakistan capital 
should be established and aftcr careful consideration of the 
advantages and disadvantages of the cities, ineluding Lahore, Peshavvar, 
Ravv ılpindi, Quetta and Karachi, it was agreed by the Qaid-e-Azam 
and lıis Working Committee that the best suited cı'ty was Lahore but 
as it vvas too elose to the İndian borderand was, at the time, funetion- 
i nı ı as thc capital of the province of the Punjab, it would not be a 
suitable choice. Rawalpindi and its surrounding areas were ruled 
out because British investigations, carried out thoroughly and at a 
heavy cost, revealed that there \vas inadequacy of \vater to support 
anv expansion of reasonable dimensions in the area. Hyderabad, 
Peshavvar and Quetta were not too seriously considered. 

The conscnsus of opinion led by the Qaid vvas that Karachi vvas 
best suited for the honour but there vvas a stunabling block vvhich had 
to be first eleared. The provincial capital of Sind vvas sıtuated at 
Karachi and Karachi could not, therefore, become the natıonal capital 
at the same time. Mr. Ghulam Husain Hidayatullah the then Chıef 
Minister of the province, vvas sent for and the Qaıd and Lıaqat A ı 
Khan discussed the Working Committee s pıoposal w it im. e 
told that if he complied with our reqııost to slıiit tıe capıta o ın 
outside Karachi, say to Hyderabad, the Centre would move ın perma- 
nently and meet a substantial portion ot the cost o uı ıngs w ıc 
the Government of Sind vtrill incur in building the legislature courts 
other ofhces and residential quarters lor its omcers. , 

Minister vvas sympathetic and accomnıodating. He agree. 
for a year’s time to shift out of Karachi so that adkquate time m y 
given for the completion of essential buildings in y eıa ^ 

Qaid agreed as he did not consider any city in est a ıs 
suitable for the seat of the Central Government. For some 
af ter the Central Government had moved in, the Govern 
Si nd funetioned in the Napier Barracks seetion of the cı y a ’ 
than the promised date, moved out to Hyderabad, eavıng 

capital. 




TL .. . . _ cî n d affainst carving 

There was agitation by some polıtıcıans o s İnration of 

Karachi and some adjoining areas for the purpose . t j^ e 

th = National capital. Fears were expressed that .t m.ght .nju.e 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 







interests of Sind. However, when a deputation of Sindhi l eaders 
called on Qaid-e-Azam at Quetta in thıs connectıon, he expkinecl th e 
whole position to them in such a convincıng manner, as was Ki s 
wont, that they were satisfied. Their fears were set at 

T • . - • 1 • 1 \ __1 ^ rl 



rest and 


wont, that they were satısnea. Cnl , 

the agitation died. And Karachi remained the Capital of Pakıst 


an. 
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SIKANDAR 


L IKE ali decent men, the Qaid-e-Azam disliked disloyalty. He 
did not forgive one who was disloyal to the national organisa- 
tion and the national cause nor did he ever repose his confidence 
in such a man, however much he may have apparently changed and 
however much the Qaid needed his help in attaining the goal he had 
set for himself. One or two incidents would süflice to illustrate 
this facet of his character, although scores of instances can be cited 
by one who had the privilege of knowing him a little closely. 

He did not forgive Bengal’s A. K. Fazlul Haq, the Nawab o^ 
Dacca, Sikandar Hayat Khan and Khizr Hayat Tiwana for their 
disloyalty to the organisation and the cause of the Muslims. They 
were treated as suspects and men in whom no reliance could be 
placed. The Bengali Müslim stalvvarts had betrayed their ovvn 
oeople for personal gains and their Punjabi counterparts remained 
aithful servants of the British in recognition of the bounties showered 
by thern upon their ancestors. 

Mr. Fazlul Haq was expelled from the Müslim League Working 
Committee in 1941 by the Qaid for letting do\vn the organisation 
in Bengal and joining hands with the Congress and Hindu Mahasabha— 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee to bring 
about the dovvnfall of the Muslini League government in Bengal 
which he himself had headed, thereafter emerging as the Chief 
Minister of Bengal accompanied by the group of Müslim patronage- 
seekers and strongly supported by the united and calculating Hindus 
of the Congress and Mahasabha. So far as the Qaid was concerned, 
the war in Bengal was on two fronts—against the Hindus who weıe 
determined to deprive the Muslims of their legitimate share in 
power and to retain it with the help of their Muslini puppet (Mr. 
Fazlul Haq) and his band and against Mr. Fazlul Haq and the Nav\aı 
Bahadur of Dacca who had been disloyal to the League and had beti a) e 
h at a time when Muslims in Bengal were just beginning to stand 011 

' " - ■ ' . T ;• ■: . m. ■ '■■■• 5 £■ • 
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, j,rion humiliation and poverty. rirn es 

fheir feet after years of cle g ,ad ‘. ' e fforts vvithin and outsıde th e 

changed again. Af *f. r ^"“"d painful coalitıon Icd by Mr Fazlul H ao 
Legislature, thehum.l. ng» P way posstble by he powerf u 

and supported fi ™ nc '"' * s ^aterloo and Mr. Haq and h.s follower s 
Hindus of Bengal nıe ^ t } ıe Q a id was concerned, his attıtud e 

admitted deleat. Yet, "° ı-j no t change. He would not pardon 

towards the fallen betrayers dıd o 

them for their dısloyalty. 


I 


• ı «n mv fileş relating to Muslini politics 
have adequate matemi f . > comp , ete history of the Muslin, 


in Bengal from 19 3 2 


and a 


But this is not an appropriate 


İli V' 1 I __ • • 

League betıveen i 93 ^an^^ar^ ^ sha] j con fi n e myself to a f ew 


place for enteııng ınto concerning Mr. A. K. Fazlul 

remarks and recapıtulatıon ot a te fim * f Renaal. Whil. 


H^/the dynamic and unpredictable Muslini figüre of Bengal. Whil e 
I do so, I nıust in faimess to hini State that Mr. Fazlul Haq, ın spıte 


of his frailties and inconsistencies, was very tender-hearted. He ıvas 
ahvays ready to help the poor, especially the needy students. He 
vvouîd, at times, help them by borrowing nıoney. Personally, he 
was very considerate to me. Suffice it to say that he iv as a trouble- 
some factor and was, consciously or otherıvise, queering the pitch 
of the Muslini League most of the time. In dealing with him, one 
did not kno\v where he stood. He arrogated to hinıself the privilege 
of changing his mind ten times in as many hours. Consistencv 
ıvas not his forte. He could be easily influenced by friends and 


relations. 


Mr. Fazlul Haq filed a süit against Mr. Jinnah in 1942 at Calcutta, 
w ıch he eventually had to withdraw in 1946 and iıı September 1946 

the LeajTueVf 1 Lea § tıc *° r a( Jmission as menıber and signed 

the League Pledge—the verv Müslim T ...u- . 1. _ , . 1 .-A..*. 


National Defence Council men ^ership of the so-called 

of the Muslini League Tl '‘'t 1941 * which was a g a inst the policy 
ten days’ time to resign fmm _^ 0r king Conınıittee gave him 

directive bTjtl ^ C °™cil. He dif complv 
h .Ti]’ * 1e a * so resı ghed from ,^ n res ig n ing froın the Defence 

to t h h d c İn the or S an hatio n ln d 16 Mu$ im Lea § ue and al1 the P 0Sİtİ0nS 
U , Secretar > 'f the AlUnHi M e ,° n Se Ptember 8, , 94 ı, a letter 

the YVorki" 13 'r"® a " S01ts °f wd,i US ' m Lea g ue couched in offensi' e 

The folloevî® Commit tee and Counrd^rT 10118 a 8 ainst the Fresident, 

n g P°rtıons of the letter • ^ A ^' Inc ^ ia Müslim Leag uC ' 

m P art icular were most objectiom 




V 


the League Pledee-the verv M V , " ‘ 1S member Snd Sİ g" ed 

years, betrayed more than onc^ ^ ' Vh ‘ Ch he Kad ’ ^ 
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able: (O “I maintain that this action of the President vvas unconstltu- 
tional in the highest degree” ; (2) “The Working Committee endor.scd 
the action of the President because they had no other allem,uive 
before them. If they had refused to ratify the President’s action, it 
would have amounted to a vote of no-confidence iıı the President and 
this contingency the Working Committee were not prepared to 
face. It is for this reason that the Working Committee passed 
the resolutioıı, a copy of which you have forwaı*ded to me calling 
upoıı me to resign unconditionally from the Defence Council”; (3) 
“But before I conckıde I wish to record a most emphatic protest 
against the manner in which the interests of the Muslims ol Bengal 
and Punjab are being imperilled by Müslim Ieaders of the provinces 
w Bere the Muslims are a minority, popularly known amoııg the Muslims 
as minority provinces of India” ; (4) “As a mark of protest against 
the arbitrary use of povvers vested in its President, I beg to tender my 
resignation from the membership of the Working Committee and 
the Council of the All-India Müslim League. Much as I deplore this 
course, I cannot usefully continue to be a member ol a body whiclı 
shows scant courtesy to provincial Ieaders and which arrogates to 
itself the functions which ought to be exercised by the provmcıal 
executive”; (j) “The President of the All-India Müslim League has 
sienallv failed to dıscharge the heavy responsıbılıtıes of his othce m 
a & constitutionaI and reasonable manner”; (6) in tenderıng my 
resignation, I should also like to enter the caveat that recent e en 
have forcibly brought home to me that the prıncıples ol democracy 

auZmy are blng subordinated to the arbitrary nishesofasıng^ 

individual who seeks torule över the destiny of 33 y' 11 ' 0 5 0 ^ .^ 

in the province of Bengal who occupy the key pos.tıon m the Indıan 

Müslim politics”. 

The Working Committee on 1 7tlı October, 1 ^^“'^“’for 
Mr. Fazlul Haq to withdraw these aegatıons an ipt 0 f this 

having cast these aspersions, with.n ten days of rece.pt 

resolution. 

At this time there was an t, proar against 
ali över India, particularly in Bengal. ıere e xpelled from 

demanding that he withdraw the al egatıons / November, 

the Müslim League. Ultimately, he a rf^AlI-TndiaMüslim League 
1941, another letter to the Secretary o re ply. It has 

"bich stated : “I regret the delay ın sen mg, ^ j ^ not feel 

heen due entirely to the poor State of my ea » ser] - ouS import 

justified in replying to a communıcatıon o s jsj 0 oııe 

without giving the matter most anxıous 
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. p res ident himself that I have always bee„ a 
knoW s better ıhan the Pre- never he sitated to carry out its 

loyal member of tbe ® a <= was constitutıonally a opted by j t 

mandates, and önce a dec - ^ though that dec.s.on m.gbt n 0 , 

have never hesitated to on [f there were any doubts ln regard 

personally commend > tsel1 f the National Defence Cou nci | 

w this point, my res.gnatıonjı ^ ^ of all those who ^ 

amply P r0 '. eS ' t , t t ll build up the only national organisation 0 f 
given of the.r besi ^ the object of so much m.sunder- 

Müslim Indıa, 1 shou d criticism. It appears that portions 

standing and so much un f the p res ident and some 0 f 

Of my letter have through you tny assurance 

my other frıends. I jntention than to hurt the 

feehngs 1 oTorm cast aspersions on anyone and11 hope that p 
.ssurance will be accepted and the matter consıdered as closed . 
The Working Committee, in view of Mr. Fazlul Haq s explanatio n 
and assurance, decided not to take any further actıon ın the matter. 

Ho\vever, as events shovved, Mr. Fazlul Haq only professed 

lip-loyalty to the League. Although he was stili a member of the 

Muslini League and was heading a Coalition Ministrv of which the 

Müslim League Party was a component part, he began to undermine 

the League’s position. He encouraged the formation of a ‘progres- 

sive’ group of a few Müslim members of the Assembly with himself 

as leader ıvhile he was stili President of the Bengal Provincial Müslim 

League, leader of the Müslim League Party in the Assembly and 

member of the Working Committee and Council of the All-India 

Müslim League. He started a paper called Nava Joog , whose policv 

in as to revile the Muslini League. I was keeping the Qaid-e-Azam 

fully posted with ali the developments, particularly Mr. Fazlul Hao’- 

doings. I quote from just one of the letters written bv me to tl 
Qaıd: 




\vritten by me 


s 

tıe 



Dear Mr. Jirınah: 


ıst Deccmber, 194 1 


Govemor today. 0 ” ^ Cabmet bave te ndered thcir resignation to the 
On. Saturdav our fripmlc 

They gave hini an opportunifvV^ out ~™ arıoeuv red by the clever fox, Haq- 
and that he could no t sabotaL hs was with the Coalition Part)' 

He further stated a lot of nor 6 Ubmet ’ wll ile he renıained a Minister. 
^ ou nıust have read this piffle ^ 6 Su PP orr °f a coalition, unity, ete. 

hıınıediately after ' 

,hc Pro P'« s ive Party, ^tement. he held two meetings of 

nltatıons with the Bose <nd Congrcs* 








Scanned by CamScanner 















47 








groups and yestcrday morning he presided över th* 

gressive Coalition Party, i.e. a party composed of . m fetmg of the P ro - 

Forvvard Bloc, Congress and the Independent SchllLT^JtT’ 
a report was publıshed ın the issue of the Amritn fi c 1 ’ Also 

the efTect that some of the Ministers had behaved very di^elnectf t0 

him in the Cabinet meeting and that he could not possiblv “ Uy . tOWaıds 

2^” MİniSter Un ' eSS ' he Cab -« was P-ge/of ^ 




In the afternoon, he realised that this report along vvith the report 
of his conductmg meetings on the quiet would place him in the wrone 
önce again and would be construed by the Governor as a breach of faith 
on his part. He came out with a fresh statemert which vvas released to 
the press tlıis morning. In this he stated that the reports vvere ali false 
He thought that by issuiııg such a statemert he would maintain his position 
and, at the same time, gain valuable time. 


m 









He counted vvithout his lıost, for we werc determined to force the 
issue today as giving of furtber time was, in our opinion, fatal, because while 
we stuck to our undertaking as gentlemen, Haq went ahead \vith his mission 
to consolidate his position. 


A meeting of the Cabinet was held today. Haq got the ball rolling. 
He said that he vvas doing everything in his povver to patch up the diflerences 
and that he had partly succeeded in his effort. He vvanted more time to 
complete his job. Our representatives laughed. It vvas a joke that they 
had ali heard before. They replied, “It is out of question”. He then 
threatened that there vvas just one altemative and that vvas resignation of 
the Cabinet. Our fellovvs jumped to it and said, “Yes, vve agree vve 
cannot continue in this fashion”. Ali vvrote out their resignations and 
handed them to the Governor. These have not beeı. accepted so far but 
it is definite that they vvill be. The chances are that vve may be called 
upon to constitute the nevv government. Let us see. 


A meeting of the Provincial Working Committee wıll be held tomoırow 
to take disciplinary action against those members of the League vvho 
joined the Progressive Party. Haq is one of them. 

On the + th instant a meeting of the Assembly 
be held to consider the present sıtuatıon m Bengal, o ^ elect 

to be moved against Haq and others vvho have betrayed . mee t- 

a leader in place of Haq. Inshallah, vve shall have » n J ^ We s hall 
ing and, Inshallah, vve shall succeed in throvvıng ou Le 2 İs i atu re. 

also elect the leader of the Müslim League Party ın the Leg.sl 

The fight is on. It vvill be a life and death The’Hindus 
means, is a spent force. He has ınfluencc * an( j crus h the Mushms. 
are almost daily vvith him. They are ouı o fherefore fiçht tvvice as 

As I have said before, ouı cause is just and vve sha 

'veli and tvvice as bravely.... 








With kind regards, 

v Ijk r. 



> * 




i: - 




Yours ver y sincerely, 
HASSAN 
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Mr. Fazlul Haq then resigned fron, ihe .. 

Coalition Ministry brokc down. He went »hmı . .. '' "t’!.lj' ull)l '«* 

of members of the Assembly to sıgnıfy suppoı l f»ı »y pr<>. 

mising loaves and fıshes ot ollıct • m , M.ıslims Dr a, f 

ioininehands with the inveterate enemıes ol the Mu , D . Slıyamı 
Prâsad Mukerjee and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bole, for tKc »akc of l..„„| ng 

a Ministry and petitioned the .. mor to .J 

the oreatest possible p § atience and gave a long rope to Mı. Fazlul I la, 
to hfne himself with which he did. A sUarafon had novv ame„ „ 
which he laid himself öpen to disciplinary act.on n exerc.se ol the 
authority vested in him, the Qaid-e-Azam cxpelled Mı. l azlul İla, 
from the Müslim League for hetrayıng the oıgamsatıon. 

The Oaid-e-Azam referred to Fazlul Haq's bctrayal in his charac 
teristic style during a speech at the conference ol the A l-lndıa Müslim 
Students’ Federation at Nagpur in December, ■ 94 ' • He saıd: Now 
I make a Christmas gift of Mr. Hat, to Lord Linl.thgovv! I make another 
Ne w Year’s gift of Nawab of Dacca to the Governor of Bengal. 
I am very glad and I anı happy that Muslini India is rid of these men 
who are guilty of the grossest treachery and betrayal of Muslini 

India.” 

The conduct of tlıe Governor in commissioning Mr. Fazlul Hac 
to form the Ministry by cjuestioııable nıeans \vas severely eriticisec 
by the Qaid-e-Azam at the Bengal Provincial Muslini League Con¬ 
ference at Serajganj on February i 1942. Hesaid: “The Governor, 
instead of follovving the course that has been established by convention 
in the British Parliament to cali the leadeı* ot the largest single party, 
called a man vvho had been conspiring even as the head of the 
Government of Bengal, a man vvho \vas canvassing for support with 
his hat in hand before being commissioned, an act to my nıind hightV 
improper and derogatory to the honour and prestige of a person 
who claims to be a leader—a man vvho had actually petitioned the 
Governor to comnıission him to form a Ministry... .Signaturcs 
are not obtained, most of them at least, for the mere asking. Promi seS 
have to be made. Is t his not encouraging corrupt praetice am or |> 
}ouı Legislators ? The Coalition Party having been dissoh e ! 
His Excelleııcy should have called the leader of the singl e l ar S e t 
paUy vvhich '\as unquestionably the Muslini League Party. I ts ^ ea 
x! r . az |^uddin, should have been commissioned first.*-' 1 ' 

1 ıT U * n *. S a res P onsi t>le leader vvith a elean reputation. . 

6 res ponsible positions long before tlıis Constitution canı e 
peratıon.. . . As I have said, his record is elean: he is a respon^ 










Scanned by CamScanner 














haq and sikandar 




nıan and .has acquitted himself honourably throughout his carcer 
[t was for Sir Nazimuddin to decide whether he would accept the 
commission to form a Ministry or not. If he made a mistake and 
said to His Excellency ‘Yes, I wiU’ and had failed to do so or was 
ılefeated by a vote of no-confidence, it would have been the funeral 
of the League and not the funeral of the Governor.” 1 


Mr. Fazlul Haq, hovvever, was installed in office with an army 
of Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries and Whips totalling about 
fifty in a house of two hundred and fifty—an unheard of event in 
Parliamentary history. But it was one thing to form a Ministry by 
corrııption and machination and cjuite another to face the public. 
The popular vvill in Bengal unmistakably asserled itself in t\vo bv- 
elections at Natore and Balurghat in which the Müslim League 
candidates achieved resounding victories över the candidates spon- 
sored by the Haq Ministry in spite of ali the pressure and intimidation 
that his Government could exercise. Bv April 1943, Mr. Haq’s 
Ministry was svvept out of office by the strength of Müslim Bengal’s 
popular will. 


Immediately atter Mr. Haq’s expulsion from the Müslim League 
and ali its committees including the All-India Working Committee, 
the Qaid-e-Azam nominated me as a member of his Working 
Committee. The offıcial letter received from him as President of 
the League in this connection is reproduced below: 



10 Aurangzeb Road, 

New Delhi 

13th December 1941 


Dear Sir, 

I beg to inform you that I 
have appointed you a member of 
the Y/orking Committee of the 

«>L' 

All-India Müslim League in place 

Q oted in Jamil-ud-Pin Ahmed’s Speeches and Writings of Mr. Jlnrıah, 
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of the vacancy caused by the 


i 


removal of the narae of Mr, Fazlqy 





Haq. v : 

p^gg^se acknowledge receipt 

and oblige. 

Yours faithfully 



Hassan Ispahani Esq 
5 Camac Street, 

Calcutta. 

Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan of the Punjab, too, I am sorry to 
record, was a troublesome man, though different trom Mr. Fazlul 
Haq. He was shrewd and tactful. Al though he ıvas my personal 
friend and had many good qualities, yet, in order to keep the record 
straight, I have to narrate certain facts plainly. He, with his Unionist 
follovvers (Müslim), joined the Müslim League not out of deep con- 
viction but merely as a matter of necessity. With the rise in the po' ver 
of Congress as a result of success in forming Ministries in seven out ol 
eleven provinces of India, the political situation in the country as J 
whole was fast changing. There \vas no imminent threat to 
Unionist Ministry but the Congress had started its Müslim nıa55 
contact campaign in the provinces including the Punjab and M uS * inl 
public opinion everywhere vvas veering round the Muslini 
As an astute politician, Sir Sikandar realised the potential dang er ^ 
his Ministry. He knew that the Unionist Ministry by itself coulo ^ 
ıvithstand the tide ot Congress totalitarianism unless he secine ^ 
support of a Muslini organisation functioning on an all-India p ^ . 
A Ministry could not work vvithin the \vater-tight conıpa r t nıeI11 ^ [V 
pro\ ince iırespective of the political forces operating in the s 
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provided by the correspondence \vhich Dr. Iqbal, then Prcsident of 
the Puııjab Pro vinci al Muslini League, had vvith Mr. Jinnah. 


In his letter of November ı o, 1937, Dr. Iqbal wrote to Mr. Jinnah 

as follovvs: 

“After having several tolks vvith Sir Sikandar and his friends, I am 
now definitely of the opinion that Sir Sikandar wants nothing less than 
complete control of the League and the Provincial Parliamentary Board. 

In \our pact "ith hini, it is mentioned that the Parliamentary Board will be 
reconstituted and that the Unionists will have a majority on the Board. 

Sir Sikandat telis rne that vou agreed to their majority on the Board. I 
wrote to you sometime ago to inquire \vhether you did agree to the Unionist 
majorit\ on the Board. So far, 1 have not hcard from you. I personally see 
no harm in giving him the majority that he \vants. But he goes beyond 
the pact \\ hen he wants a complete change in the office holders of the 
League, especially the Secretary who has done so much for the League. 

He also wishes that the finances of the League should be controlled by his 
men. Ali this to my mind amounts to capturing the League and then killing 
it. Knotving the opinion of the province as I do, 1 cannot take the responsibi- 
lity of handing över the League to Sir Sikandar and his friends. The pact has 
already damaged the prestige of the League in this province; and the tactics 
of the Unionists may damage it stili further. They have not so far signed 
the creed of the League and I understand do not mean to. The session of 
the League in Lahore they \vant in April instead of February. My impression 
is that they want to gain time for their o\vn Zamindara League to function 
in the province. Peıhaps you know that on his retum from Lucknow, Sir 
Sikandar constituted a Zamindara League \vhose branches are now being 

made in the province. İn these circumstances, please let me know what 
we should do.” 

This is the unimpeachable evidence of the revered saçe and poet- 

philosopher of Müslim India regarding the intentions and doings of Sir 

Sikandar and his Unionist follovvers. He did nothing to encourage 

| e gıo\\th of the Müslim League organisation in the Punjab. As 

ong as he lived he tried to sail in two boats. He often spoke in two 

oıces, saying one thing on the League platform and another inside 

j ls 0wn province. His public pronouncements often conveyed the 

of pression that his views were at variance vvith the declared policies 

a _ v j e j^ us lirn League; for instance, the Muslini League’s attitude vis- 
^ U6 British ’ o nffnıır-ı A rrrppmpnf 
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itself. In the course of a rambling »P“J h ^ ’l"" î» 'W 

dissociated hin,self from the bas,o pnnc,pJcof«£ 

States envisaeed in the Lahore Resolutıon by rcma.k ng. 
scaıes envibtigcvı lahore Resolutıon. 

said that I am the aııthoı _ ... r or f ı ra ftir 


It has be 
I İlave 


said that 1 anı the atı t no respons ible for drafting the ori 

hesitation in adm.tf ng that I ™ re po ^ reso | u | ion 


g* 

een 
no 

hesitation in admittıng uıau . resolutıon J '- 8 ?' 1 

resolution. But let me make it clear that the lesolutıon wh, ch , 
drafted vvas radically amended by the Workıng Committee and ther e 
İs a wide divergence in the resolution tlrafted and the one that 

was final İv passed. The main difference heUveen the tvvo resoluti„ m 
is that the îatter part of my resolution wh,ch ıclated to the Cemre 
and co-ordination of the activities ol the varıous unıts vvas elımınated. 
İt is, therefore, a travesty of fact to descr.be the League resolution, 
as it vvas finally passed, as my resolution . 

It must be remembered tlıat Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan wa s 
present at the meeting of the Working Committee at vvhich the 
resolution vvas finalised. He vvas also present at the meeting of the 
Subjects Committee vvhich approved the resolution. He also attended 
the öpen session at vvhich the resolution vvas finally passed. Novvhere 
did he raise any objection nor did he attempt to get the resolution 
amended at any subsecjuent meeting ot the League Council or at a 
general session ol the League. To say the least, therefore, it vvas 
against ali principles of political rectitude that he repudiated and 
dissociated himself from the Lahore Resolution on the floor of the 
Punjab Legislative Assembly vvhile remaining a member of the League 
and its Working Committee. Sir Sikandar’s speech not only tended 
to create confusion in Müslim minds but also gave comfort to the 
Congress and other opponents of Müslim freedom. No vvonder ıt 
has been reproduced vvith appreciative remarks in extenso by Mr. V, 
P. Menon in his book “The Transfer of Povver in India”. 

The Qaid gave a long rope to Sir Sikandar. The patience he 
shovved paid dividends. Müslim pııblic opinioıı in the Punjab svvung 
strongly in favour of the Müslim League and, in spite of ^ 
indifterence on the part ol Sir Sikandar and his associates, the 
League began to gain strength in the province. By November i94 2 ' 
the Punjab Müslim League had developed to such an extent Û# 1 
was a e to hold a Provincial Conference at Lyallpur on Novet 11 , 
18 vvhich was attended and addressed by Qaid-e-Azam hin*; 1 
ir Sikandar Hayat Khan, too, noting the trend of public opin ,G ’ 




■ 




V.P. Menon: The Transfer of Poner in 


İndi 


a . 



Scanned by CamScanner 















Scanned by CamScanner 




















I *m m oU man. God has given me enough to live comfortablv 
j, tkbıgr Whv shouM I turn mv blood into water, run about and 
uke v, muf.h trouble? Not for the capitalists but for you, the poor 



» f 


Qaid-e-Azam : Talk to Muslini League 
vvorkers at the writer’s honıe Calcutta, 
March r, 1946. 
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| -,t the Conference and made a speech. Before this, 

\ * islıo' vC( ^ U P carc f u l to avoid Leagııe meetings inside his province. 
he had been 


Befo 



as a 


İÜ VVİS , e °[ n e and bogus Müslim Leaguers woııld have been exposed and, 
the g en “ t ^ e hargaining povveı* of the League would have been 

* -rH nblv affected thereby hıırting the cause of i oo million Muslims. 
C ° nS1 s a critical time for us ali. Had we exhibited a crack in our 
frontwhile the Cripps’ Mission was stili in India, the Müslim case 
would have suffered beyond repair. 






It is true Sir Sikandar did not openly flout any express decision 
0 f the Müslim League, for he knew the consequences. On the 
ouestion of membership of the Defence Council nominated by the 
Viceroy in July 1941, he bowed to the decision of the Müslim League 
and resigned from the Council. There was no alternative before him, 
for the Viceroy*s message to the Qaid-e-Azam, conveyed through 
the Governor of Bombay, had made it clear that the Müslim Pıovincial 
Premiers had been included in the Defence Council as representatives 
of ‘the areat Müslim community’ and this position he could not 
accept without the permission of the League. The otheı* alternative 
of leaving the League and adhering to the Defence Council \vould 
have earned him the strongest disapproval and condemnatıon of the 
entire Müslim nation, vvhich even for him was too dreadful a prospect. 

I remember teli i ng Mr. Jinnah at the time that if I \vere in his 
shoes, I would remove Sikandar Hayat Khan from the League High 
Command and teli the Muslims of the sub-continent why I resorted 
to this step. I equally remember his reply. He said, No. We 
must not be emotional. Such action may do our people harm at 
this delicate time. We must vvait, but he will not be where he is 
today in the Muslini League when the next Working Committee s 
I membership is announcedSir Sikandar Hayat Khan s name was 
^ ro Pped from the Woı*king Committee announced by the Qaid- 
^•Azam in July 1942. In his place was nominated Mian Bashiı 
^rnad of Lahore who throughout proved a loyal and helpful colleague. 








^ Q a Id one day, when we were alone in his green study at 10, 

“Patlak ^ oa d> New Delhi, avvaiting cali for luncheon, told me, 
_ raz| ul Han en_1.. „ . 6 ^ tU* M,islim 


ra7İ I İT 9 JL7C1I1İ, dVYaiLlilg Cüll 1 ' 

Leap U , k ^ an ^ Sikandar Hayat are a menace not only to the Müslim 
ut to the Müslim nation. Each time the dish is cooked and 





»- 


İ- 
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, , ı to the Müslim natıon, they Knock ıt do Wft .• 

fhe Zd 7nd ruTn much labour and planning which has göne i nto J j 
preparation . ' ' f» 

, . „ . vh , n Tivvana, Sir Sikandan Hayat Khan’s succe S50r 

Sir Khtzr Hayat KhanT^e^o^ though he lacke(] the 

of the latter. Sır K ^ the pattern se t by Sir Sikan*, 

acted strıctly in ac b | esome to the rest of the Muslims 0 j 

The Tivvana group , Conference of i 94 f and the Eritip 

rl a t mL ÖZ visS toThe sub-continent in , 9+ 6. They too k 
Cabınet Mıss chhoturams> the Sardarjees and the Banias, and 

abov^all from the British Govemor of the Vıceroy. But in spite 
of a 1 the s.rength vvhich he had at his back, the onrush of the United 
Müslim force was too much for Khizr Hayat to face and he had to g0 

under. 

Malik Khizr Hayat Khan on succeeding Sir Sıkandar Hayat Kha n 
as Premier of the Punjab gave an undertaking at a meetmg of the 
L All-India Müslim League Council at Delhi ın March 1943 that he 
I wou Id reorganise the Müslim League Party m the Punjab Assembly 
I and put fresh life into ir. He was taken at his svord and rnore than 
f a year was given to him to make good his promise But nothing 
happened and it was brought to Qaid-e-Azam’s notice that the Muslini 
League was being exploited as a mere appendage ot the Umonıst 
Party and Müslim interests were being ignored. He \vent to the 
Punjab in March 1944 and had prolonged discussions with Malik Khizr 
Hayat Khan, other Müslim League leaders and the Sikh and Hindu 
Ministers of the Unionist Cabinet. The Qaid explained that the 
name Jinnah-Sikandar Pact was a misnomer, for it \vas only a document 
drawn up by Sir Sikandar Hayat who vvanted to give it the fullest 
publicity so that the world might know that the Punjab was behind 
the Müslim League. He said: “The question that has been brought 
to my notice is vvhether the members of the Müslim League P ar v 
in the Punjab Assembly owe their allegiance to the defunct Union lSt 
Party’s creed, policy and programme and can remain in the Muslin* 
League Party. There cannot be any divided loyalty > *. He State 
further: “The so-called Pact clearly lays dovvn that we may contin>J e 
the presen t coalition or enter into any other coalition before 0 
after the election. The present coalition is merely at will an 
formed for specific purposes. The question of the label or the 
o t e aarty, namely the Unionist Party, arises because it is calcu at 
o mis ead the public and has been, in fact, utilised and it is °P en ’ 
claımed because of its label that the members of the Muslini Leag u 
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p ır ,V are Unionists first and Muslım Leaguers next and are bound bv 
ûl creed, poücy and programme ot the so-called Unionist Party u 
‘ ,, oWS that if this position ıs accepted the Muslini League Party i n 
L Assembly is a nıere creature of the Unionists; and further it i s 
• sisted tlıat, if we take steps to clarify this matterand put our Muslini 
Party in the Assembly on a cleaıı basis, then Sir Chhoturam 

_i-U i ı-ı rr A t h t-kp A/1 İlci T n A- 11 « 


League rar l; ~ r, , » “ ıwı ° 1A vmnoturanı 

AV ouId ha ve nothing to do wıth the Müslim League Party at ali, and 
ive are threatened that it mııst lead to the dissolution and break of the 

resent coalition. 


P 


Qaid-e-Azam then called upon Malik Khizr Hayat Khan Tiwana 
to define his attitude and that of his Cabinet colleagues to thefollowing 
three proposals: (i) that every member of the Müslim League Party in 
the Punjab Assembly should declare that he owes his allegiance solely 
to the Muslini League Party in the Assembly and not to the Unionist 
Party or any other Party; (2) that the present label of the coalition 
should be dropped, namely the “Unionist Party”; and (3) that the 
name 01 the proposed coalition should be the Muslini League Coalition 
Party. For days on end, Malik Khizr Hayat kept on avoiding to 
give a clear and categorical answer to the proposals placed before 
him Finally, on April 27, 1944, the Qaid-e-Azam wrote two 
letters to Khizr Hayat Khan asking him to give his pronıised reply 
with regard to the proposals. The second letter was sent through 
the Nawab of Mamdot and Mian Mümtaz Daultana but Kh.zr Hayat 
Khan Tiwana refused even to acknowledge receipt, to say nothmg 
of replying. The course adopted by Khizr Hayat Khan was ın 
Qaid-e-Azam’s words, “unprecedented and unheard ofın thehıstory 
of any political party in any country”. He asserted that >t was Khızr s 
duty'as a member of the League to come to this sessıon (Punj 
Müslim League Conference at Sialkot) and exp ain ıs posı ıon 
Hayat was thus guilty of gross breach of party dıscıp ine 
Committee of Action, atter giving him due opportun.ty to deiend 

himself, expelled him from the Muslini League. 


; 1 

Khizr Hayat acted nıerely as a protege of the Brıtısh‘ £ r 

of the Hindus and Sikhs and turned his back on his o ’ e 

which he had to pay dearly. His expulsion rom e jyluslims 

signalled a great upsurge of national consciousness anı S together 
which in less than three years svvept avvay tıe u ^ an d 

^vith their British, Hindu and Sikh patrons. e jg r itish might 

ar-sighted leadership proved more than a matc 

- 




^_ 

Jamil-ud-Din Ahmed: Speeches and IVrltings of Mr. Jinnah . 

K . •> . 4f > • 1 

» 




r j 
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56 qaid-e-azam as i knew him ' -S 'İPİ 

and Hindu machinations. After Khizı Hayat s exit from the lyı u ,ı. I 
League the position became clear and political forces crystallisçj*! 11 
the Punjab. The Müslim League went from strength to strength 
in March 1947 it was able to rid the province altogether of the U n i 0 ^ 

incubus. 

Tivvana’s party faced and challenged the Müslim League and diri 

its utmost to break the strength and spirit of the Müslim League 

leadership in the province. League stalvvarts like the Navvab of 

Mamdot, Malik Firoz Khan Noon, Mian Bashir Ahmed, Begüm 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mümtaz Daultana, Mian Iftikharuddin, Sardar 

Shaukat Hayat and others gave them battle until the League achieved 

success and brought down Sir Khizr Hayat Tivvana and his supporters. 

His Hindu and Sikh accomplices fled the country and his Müslim 

supporters had to go into political vvildemess within the country 

itself. For this disloyalty to the Muslims, the Qaid did not forgive 

Th%ana, although many may have forgotten and forgiven after 

humbling their adversary. To the Qaid, it was not opposition to 

hım which hurt so much as opposition to the will and interest of 
the Müslim nation. 
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CRIPPS MISSION AND AFTER 



.jc p r ime Minister of the United Kingdom, Mr. Winston 
T H churchill, declared in Parliament that in fulfilment of his 
mise in Parliament in August, 1940, he \vas sending Sır Stafford 
P r ° s one 0 f the ablest men in Britain, to India to work out a 

formula acceptable to the British, the Hindus and the Muslims. 

Sir Stafford arrived on March 23, i 94 2 » anc ^» without loss of 
time issued a Declaration on behalf of His Majestv s Government. 

In his very first intervievv with Mr. Jinnah, Sir Stafford Crıpps 
declared: 

“I have chan^ed my opinion ia the last eighteen moaths, particularly 
durino the last six°moaths. I do aot hold my old views. The Cabmet of 
Britaia too whoJly hold my view. We appreciate the Müslim case. I 
pive you the assuraace that I recogaise that so far as the Mussalmans are 
concemed, I recogaise no body aad ao party amoag them other thaa the 
League aad its Presideat. Maay persoas aad orgaaisatıons have pressed 
me to recogaise them and I have poiat-blaak 1 elused . 

It is obvious that, if Sir Stafford Cripps had not made the above 
statement to Mr. Jinnah, the Müslim League’s negotiations with hım 
could not have proceeded, for it was our fıındamental daim that the 
Müslim League was the sole and authoritative political body of the 
Musline of India. 

The gist ol this Declaration boiled down to: (a) the setting up 
°f a National Government at the Centre and (b) the creatiori and 
establishment of machinery to undertake the responsibility of framing 
a constitution for the proposed Indian Union with the proviso that 
in the event a province did not accept the framed constitution, it 
^vould enjoy the right to stand out and such a province or provinces, 
as the case may be, vvould have the right to form its ovvn or their 

° Wn separate Union. 


57 
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. «r Stafford '.m il,to '“"j''"["ty w i'l,_ 

The Mission of S fke Congrcss ,ın< 1 11 'V' ur ’" >»( <e, 

— "Ct 'IH ^ 6 . . ı_s_ L„s„r 


ine jvn»-»*'* ffe t the r 

Standing his great e ı ffo1 '” 1 g ht f ro m London m h« l>r.cf caae, | l(; 

the proposals he ha ^ we ıe, a» usııal ’ cx ‘-' lsn S cli ol t: "rr t ,_ 

failed. During A P" [ . cn Sir Stafford and lh<- leaders ol il* 

tricits beiNYC^ 1 i) _ .4. i .Uv W#»ro O nn .<> 


pondence and%isits they were of no av^ 

two main politica P ^Com 

The Mu sİ 

Jin r ih rtrThtrejection'of'he proposals 

ambıguity ioı t,ıc J 

Ol the Working Committee stated as önder: 


. 4- I n(l İd ı^u v -- ^ "T(i|| 

political P*™*®.. Committee presided över by Ml / 
"T 1 uııder'his^^ahle ^guidance, gave its reasons witho m 


The Resolution 

, «ıiisficd by such a Declaration on a 

. • - The Muslims canno ‘ C destiny> an d dernand a clear and precise 
vital cjuestion affectıng theıı f att empt to solve the future problem 

pronouncenıent on t ıe su j , j issue is to court disastcr. 

of İndir by the process ol evadıng the 


, j..-o lana been laid down as to how 

In the draft pıoposa s no P rOC f . j jn f avour ol or against accession 
the verdic. ol the Province » .0 be obtamed m o g Secretary 

the one Uaion, ha. ta «he !» p “ X of the All-.ndia Müslim 

Of sır Stafford Cripps ad.tesed .0 the P« decisio „ whcther „ r 

r e o d f t U,.io r „ b T vote İn the Legislative Asşenıb.y on 
— in, 

thın 60 Der ceııt the mınorıty wıJl nave ine ı ıgm w r . , . 

the adult P male population.’ In tbis connexion it must be emphasıse 
in the Province P s Ihere the Muslims are in a majonty, as m the case of 
the majör Provinces of Bengal and Punjab, they are in a mınorıty m the 
Legislative Assembly, and in the Assemblies of Sınd and the North-Wes 
Frontier Province the total number (namely 60 and ço respectıve y) ıs so 
small and the vveightage given to the non-Muslims so heavy that it can be 
easily manipulated, and a decision under such circumstances cannot be 
true criterion of ascertaining the real opinion of the Muslims of those 
Provinces. 



As regards the suggested plebiscite in the Provinces in vvhich tte 
Muslims are in a minority, in the event of the requisite majority not being 
available in the Legislative Assembly, the procedure laid do\vn ıs t a 
reference shall be made to the vvhole adult population of the Provinces 
and not to the Muslims alone, vvhich is to deny them the inherent right to 
.self-determination. 


With regard to the Indian States, it is the considered opinion 
Committee that it is a matter tor them to decide vvhether to join or 
to join or form a Union. 


of the 
not 




1 re g aif l to the treaties to be negotiated between the Ciovvt* 

he Indian Union or Unions, the proposals do not indicate as to what *ou 

C3Se ° l f isa g ree ment in the terms betvveen the contracting p al 
^ tere any provision made as to what would be the procedure vr 



' 
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there is a diflerence ol'opinion in uegot Uvt Ing ( » revlılon ofu-eatv 

■ 1 I_J ! »* Ci lt r\C İli < It A ıı A>>>ı . . >. I 


vvith t he Indian States iıı the ive w situatinn. 


V aiT,vnjinuo, vls 




With regaı-d to the interim arıvuıgement ( | l0l 

except the b< 
t İve effective 
sections of tbe 
vvealth and of 

to express their opinion until a complete 
reason why the Committee arc uıvab 



unnble 

plcture is avallable. Atıother 
lo 1,1 ' xpress t heiı opinion on tht 
interim arrangements for parttcipation in the counsels of the country is 
Sir Stafford Cripps has made it clear t hat the schenvo gocs through as a whole 
or is rejected as a w hole, aıul t hat it vvould not ho possihle to rctain only 
the part relating to the immediate arrangements at ıhe Çent re and discard 
the rest of the draft seheme; and as the Committee has comc to the concluaion 
that the proposals lor the future a re unacccptablc, it will serve no useful 
purpose to deal furtheı vvith the question of the immediate arrangements.” 




The Congress for its o\vn reasons rejected the proposal on 
April ıı, 1942, and Sir Stafford Cripps who had arrived in India 
full of confidence and hope returned empty-handed. Thinking 
that Sir Stafford Cripps, being a leader of the British Labour Party 
known for his pro-Congress sympathies, vvould go to any cxtent to 
accommodate their vvishcs, t hey vvent on higgling and bargaining 
över the issue of formation ol a provisional govemment. The 
Congress thought that the British w e re in a tight corner ovving to the 
I vvar situation and so they could be forced to concede to the Congress 
demand not only for the complete Indianisation of the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council but also its being made responsible to the Central 
Assemblv dominated by a 75% Hindu majority vvhich vvould hav e 
meant the establishment of Hindu Raj under the guise of interim 
arrangements. It vvould also have involved a radical amendment 
of the existin? constitution to the advantage of the Hindu majority 
and the serious detriıııent of Müslim interests, The Congress oyer- 
played their hand and their demand vv.ıs jejected. ^ven iı ta 
Cripps, on leavin? India after his unsuccessful Mission, had to remark, 
“The Congress vvanted ali or nothing and they have got nothıng. 






The real mind of the Hindu leaders was revealed by Mr. Gandhı 



ine reaı ınıncı uı uıc ınnuu , ı • a 

^ho called the Cripps proposal ‘a post-dated c ıeque a ^ ‘ . e 

•ank’. This clearly meant that the Congress consı ere a J P 



w 

bank’. This clearly meant uıat uıc w.. 6 - - 1 ı. een 

victory över the British to be imminent; hence tut vvt 
to accept the British olfer for it involved rcsponsı 1 1 ) o st00( j 
the war effort. They thought that their dreanj, of Hm ‘ ^ Qut 
better chances of realisation wlıen the Bı ıtıs»h * r t ı enl to 

of India by the Japanese. It was this calculation " . 1- 

adopt the ‘Quit India’ resolııtion in August, 194 " 


In the seheme 
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. mind , there was no place f 0r , w 

Cong reSS h?d ıiled min 01 ^' 
the Con 5 a vassalısea 


*hnt tn e t i ya® 8 ** j 

of tl : İ " gS ccpt t'> at °‘ Eng land a wıse and accordi* 

Musli" 15 « P retur ned to p ng ^ real ı y W ısh to shJ 

Sir Stafford CripF The J, n cture and therefore t | lç 

S " a happy f ; a t that crıtıca ) them as a re hef. | n ^ 
“ T «ith the >" dl3 ' st ]ıave çontc h 0 f t he Congress ^ 

of his Misston ^ ass essed ^ *Congress resort to , 

t 3 ,%0, 'ths I- 





ailure ot 111 Rritis h had ^ _ hoU ld the ^ a n 

meaııtinıe, the shoW down j ate r. In those d ult day S) 

vvere prep*^ ‘° hev did "^f^dership were put to a sever, 

ttClealso B ritish 

Indiaa Union was menfoned m ^ ^ the un ,ty of Indıa was n ot 

Government. Them mar l<ed a grea t advance ın the thınkıng 

ir^lehalf The foundations of division were thus laıd-though 

vaguely. 


i .j rvf «prvice as Presıdent oı the All-India 

Ru his e\emplary recoıd oı servıc , 

I Müslim League the Qaid-e-Azam had shosvn that the nat.cn could 
place implicit trust in him. This feeling became unıversal among 
the Muslims. We were passing through critical tımes owıng to the 
War and constant changes in the political situatıon Avhich callcd lor 
immediate aetion by' the President. At the Allahabad Session 
Müslim Leagııe in April 1942, the follo\ving resolution, mo 

A J _ _ _ J 1 __f_* _ _ 1 \ 1 t 1 \ ı • • 


immediate aetion by' the President. At the Allahabad Session of the 

Müslim Leagııe in April 1942, the following resolution, moved by 

me and supported by my friend Maniana Jamal Mian, \vas unanimouslv 
adopted: 111 


take cverv°s^ ^ Pre ^ erıt bc authorised till the next session to 
S; ,? 1TV ! ,e , miy COnSider ““T fttrtherance of, 

consistentwithtlıcnrincinl S ° 7 htuslim Leagtte, provided that they are 

cxpressly passtd by the ses^'n” 'th^AU f.7 İfT* ° r reS0İUti °'’ 

t ne All-Indıa Müslim League ” 


tril| lm n the Solc '«»deroTth 'vı''^ ' egal P rofeS: 

® ^ustrate this n • ^ us bms of India a • 

nıs point. uıcjıa. An ınterestıng & 



W, 


situa tion avhic 7 , in B °nıbay in A 

° f Mr - GandM h 7 3risen °M of tl AugUst - . T -, _ 

tlle »lembers o/?®? arrest and incarceratio' 

Inc| ian National Cong r<> 


94 2 » to consider 

— - - ’ - .ti 0 ® 











I have mentioned thıt 
»ncarıny foresight and poaver “r great leader "as gifted with an 
7 ch he 'ptd hini not only in °ı ■ ant,c, P a tion. It was this blessing 

«■ili7.. esol(:,e3de tof tL mÎÜ i: e§a lP rofessi °n but also avhen K 

/ent 
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Committee, follovving theır decision to launch the ‘Quit 
\Vorking t jh e arrests \vere made a few days before the 

in dia; v*>y the Working Committee of the Müslim League. Soon 
j^eeting ests> propaganda \vas set afoot by the highest Congress 
a tter tne ‘ arters tlıat this was an opportune moment for the Muslini 
and n ım 1 ^ j ıan( j s w ith the Congress to gain independence for the 

r Sks of the sub-continent. 
peopı tS uı 

an atmosphere of assurance by the prominent Congressites 
Hindus who vvere ou t of jail, that the Indian Congress meant to 
* n r air an d honest vvith the Muslims and to give them the type of 
independence which they vvere seeking, the Müslim League VVorking 
Committee met. Some prominent members held the firm vievv 
that this was the opportunity for us to join hands with the Congress, 
that is if we vvanted to ıvrench freedom from the unvvilling hands of 

the British. I was among them. 

I reached Bombay on the eve of the Working Committee meeting 
scheduled for August 16, 1942, ar »d remember my intervieıv vvith 
the Qaid-e-Azam in vvhich two of my close friends, the Raja Saheb 
of Mahmudabad and Jamal Mian, the former being my colleague on 
the Working Committee as vvell, participated. We expressed our 
vievvs freely ard frankly that in view of the atmosphere prevailing in 
the country, we slıould not let slip the opportunity lor gaining 
freedom from the British both for Hindus and Muslims. 

It did not take long for us to realise that Mı*. Jinnah did not 
agree with our vievv and in his usual cool and dispassionate fashion 
'vas sponsoring the idea that the interests of the Müslim nation called 
for a policy of avoiding both the British and the Congress traps. 

He vvas in favour of a cautious and neutral position of not flirting 
"ith either and at the same time utilising the opportunity to infuse 
drive and teeth into the Müslim League organisation vvhich vvas stili 
r ather vveak on its legs. 

,. ^ re menıber the scene at the meeting of the Working Committee 
vvas held the next evening in the spacious verandah of 
Hni r" / ^. Zam s f )eau tiful residence on Mount Pleasant Road, Malabar 
fini 1 a . c ^ n § s ^a. Belore a prominent member from Bengal ha 

nnıs hed hb -_> • L . , ı. __j u;c a 

J on vert to 

io ı*rn 0 f i 

s U İt f * «puuns rrom the chair. 

e 'v vvith speeches and others in şölenin silence. A prominent 

I ■ I I ,r IH I j > m I '•'/-<*H 11 I 1 I HI IH I 11H 1 Z h ' 1 41 11 111 11 H I w I I H IH ^ u 
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Dcıore a prominent nıcmucı *-—-0 

-peech in support of our vievvs, he collapsed in his seat 
Mr. Jinnah’s reasoning vvhich vvas passed on to him in the 
Interruptions from the chair. Some otıer gentlemen follovve 

»W 0 A_ 



621 


ı , r Chaudhr» 
memn el > % ,ı.> 

w ho shared our 
vvithin 


'' itl,İn ,toThe verandan. |>is c arl,e.— ( >t lhia 8tagc |„„ 

‘” * 1 ' 1 rU Vthc op'" ion- CO | n "|nttle .ıc ai,ıst 1 " Before tlıc resolu- 

« ***ı bu * 

«t busv in org.w' sln ? ,, re rem .ıined th»* that if thıngs dld not 

tion was P ut to 'j 0t « t ındin? vvith M [‘ p,- e sident had forecast, they 
on the clear ünde» as the P ^ ^ th e Committe/ 

„„rk ont wıthm regr et - _ h c ,K„h of Mahnuıdabad and 

vvith muctUHfa 


pain and regret, h ^ of Mahmudabad and 
would, "* uı ., .[ ü Khan, the K ‘ J f c j t o abstaın vvdıen the 

They ' VCre X M. Syed Of Sind, inSt the resolution. 

ı One menimi» u p ca st n' s vu ° _ * 

1- '^ ,l s. fn vote. nt- , • resolve. 

resolution was pu sho ok him from 

No amount ot p e . j t Jelaved 

disoersed but the Rap and 1 deşM 

The \Vorking Comm.«ee d.sp - days. During this pertod we 
our deparrure from Bombay for re solution threadbare w,thou, 

met Mr. Jinnah often and d.scusse ^ Workln g Committee 

beiııg convinced that t e s p persisted in his efifort tor 

on his advice was the r.ght cne bu P ^ Nawab Ismli , 

convince us. He repeated y told us as ^ ^ , do n0( 

ST 4 T, laîl myself ’resign from the Ptesidentship o, 

the Müslim League”. I 

It «as on the first Sunday morning after the termination of the 
Working Committee meeting that the Raja and I called to say goodbye. 
Qaid-e-Âzam was in his study. He produced tvvo articles, one 
vvTitten by Mr. Gandhi in the Harijan and the other a statement b) 
İPandit Nehru which appeared in the Bonıbdy Lhronicle of the sanıe 
dav—both written a fe\v days before the arrest of the Congress Working 
Committee. 2 These tvvo articles proved that ali the inspired talk 
«hich filled the air vvith the blessings of the Congress leaders outside 
prison and influential big Hindu businessmen had no meaning and " ,JS 

in r M rap t ° , thr0W ‘, he Muslim Lea § ue off balin ce and to involve i< 

e S ‘ m lİ3r t0 At Congress’s, vvhich, due to the arrest »nJ 

I atn addino y .ı « I 


• -tu ciuamg a note at th , ç I 

v, * len Chaudhri Saheb chano J S a P ter to s l>ow that this \vas not the 0 - 
Qa»d-e-Azam. hanged hls mind and what was his attitude to>vat d 

1 re gret I am unable to n,,^ l ı. 

5Utementsas I hav e failed the aCtual Wor ds of Mr C* n AU ' A p n Ait 

the week enrt.\,„ * ed » ln sp te of mv cr mr * Gandhi s and Pandıt ı ( - of 

“ d “ eA “Pnt n. and of ,he '??«’ to secure «pies of the HariJ^ 10 

*S« Note „„ Page aro " W ' <i«ed Aupıst jj. «, 4 *- 


\ 
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AS 1 N 

qAI d-e-aZ Un ited Provinces, 

62 . , zaman 1 . froI " men t of the session, , vas 

, er Chaudhri Kh»N the commenc ^ Qaid 's v,ewp 0 i m 
"n hared our vie« l« f ,| v conver so K,tion whıch put 

vh °K- an hour or to that the Muslin, 

."nd rushed to the «ran ' ^J y t0 Bri tish at thU stage but 

League should » £' ^ and gettmg * J a agr eed to absta.n bu, 
«t busy in or S anl ; " g ther e renıaıned , that if thıngs dıd no, 

tion «as P ut t0 ’ ndjng ' vith |V !' p.. e sident had forecast, they 
on the clear u" de m o„fhs as the P | eave the Committee. 

work out wıthw j r egret, ha b Q f Mahmudabad and 

|E' «rr %sr£İ » .*• 

Thev "eıe • . g ye d or oincı, -.rrainst the resolutıon. 

, One member, G. M. =>) t his v ote agaınst 

° . . but the R.j. uttd I '.tv-'l 

The Working Commıttee dı p During this period we 

our departure fronr Bom ay j the reso lution threadbare svıthout 

met Mr. Jinnah often and dıscu the y/orking Commıttee 

being convinced that the s ep per sisted in his effort to 

on hl advice £ ^ «j had told Nawab ImJ 

Kh n an n ‘ ? Give me three months time, and if within that time I do no, 
prove that I am right I shall myself resign from the Presıdentshıp oi 

the Müslim League’\ ' 

It was on the first Sunday morning after the termination of the 
Working Committee meeting that the Raja and I called to say goodbye. 
Qaid-e-Azam was in his study. He produced two articles, one 
tiritten by Mr, Gandhi in the Harijan and the other a statement by 
Jhmdit Nehru which appeared in the Bombdy C hronicle of the sanıe 
Pday—both written a fevv days before the arrest of the Congress Working 
Committee. 2 These two articles proved that ali the inspired talk 
wHich filleri the air vvith the blessings of the Congress leaders oııtsid^ 
prıson and influential big Hindu businessmen had no meaning and «as 

n .™2 lpt °, V ^ MuSİİm Lea g^ off balance and to involve* 
ınjroubhıjmmlar ,o the Congress's, 6 vvhich, due to the arrest and 


I am adding a note at the end „c t u- 

occardon when Chaudhri Sahcb chL^ to sht >w that this 

Qaid-e-Azam. changed his mind and ..... , . 


oi'l)' 


_ _ was not the 

mind and what was his attitude 


I 


■İi'^TİLÎa' M "h i» ‘Pile ofmv ûnV ^ Gmdhi ' s ^ N< fc- I 

* S « Note „„ p , ^ d«.d Au^ıst ,.,4«. 
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natioıı with our own distinctive culture and civilisationj 


“We are a nauon wmı - - —> 

language and literatüre, art and architecture, names and nomenclature, 
6 , ı __İ3 avc and moral codes. cııstoms 


language and literatüre, «n ı j ’ 

sense of value and proportion, legal laws and moral codes, customs and 
calendar, history and traditions, aptitudes and ambitions, in short, - 
havc our ovvn distinctive outlook on life and of life. Bv ali 
ol International lavv vve are a nation . 


j 


vve 

canons 


Qaid-e-Azam: Jntervievv to repre- 
sentative of Associated Press of Am¬ 


erica, July i, 1942. 
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imp r ' s ° nm 



an 


of its top leaders, had become a ship that had lost its 

-jeııt o i j n a storm in mid-ocean. 
d was caııgnt 


. ı „ d->owed clearly that the Hindu or Congress attitude 

rfr e artıcles sno ^ '--j - -i- -j - - 


| ı 


l j ç 10çj 3İ11/ ’ ’ J O 

aT Muslinıs had not undergone any change and Muslims, 
W. yjs-a-vis f * ıe were to remain a mere minority and enjoy such 

■ in thei r ^Vjbe conceded to minorities in an all-India “democracy”. 
® r ights as ^ p Unl p e d into our ears by the second string of the 

/vll d ıat whl ' ch was not jailed, was false. Furthermore, they were 
Cong reSS ’ " so ^ s w h 0 could actually deliver the goods for they lacked 

not pe" do so 

tlıe po wel < I' 


i n 


. t erview converted us to the view of our great leader. 
r ı frc-ıtisfied and assured him that, on our return to our respective 
We . 1 we would spare no effort to prove to those who thought 

provinces, ^ arr ived to attend the meeting of the Working 
jlc e us fhev were wrong as we were and that the decision 

C t°r Muslim LeaZ Working Committee, which, in fact, in this 
clsffor ire, was the decision of the Qaid-e-Azam, was the right one. 


it did not take long to get enough proof from happenıngs 
. t | lat t he decision taken under the sole guıdance of our 

| r Tr was the correct one. Had he not pleaded with the Workıng 
fnmmittee to ignore the craftv approaches of the Congress an 
other Hindu lead ? ers and utilise the opportunity afiforded to organıse 
and build the Müslim League, the Müslim nation would have suffered 
a setback from which it would not have recovered m time to dem 
and obtain its freedom. The decision kept t e ıg 
and other Muslini League leaders out of jaıl and enab\td t y 

to gain the strength which it did betwe Ç n then and 1946 and to 
emerge as the sole unquestioned and authoritatıve represen 
political party of the Müslim nation of the sub-continent. 



It is a well-known fact that with the incarceration 0 t e 
of Congress, the Party itself suffered a severe setbac an was 
ralised to such an extent that its activities were badly a ecte . 
happened to an old, active, well-organised and power u organıs 
One can well imagine our fate had we joined hands wıth the 
and were giyen the same treatment by the rulers ot n ıa a 

a ccorded to it. 






. 



NOTE I 


- 




“öt’j” ° Ue 1 reads Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman’s “Path^ay to ’ z4man wa s 

ET § ur land and abroad is led to the conclusıon that 

• - - * , L -" 7 c ' • 






i ' w 
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qAIL , ' e ' ' 

d resolutions and negotiator of the m . 

, fter of statements an ^ convey t he impression that it 

;ole * taker .,l” ,K.t, his «*12 L responsible for the practical » 


ter ot stc**-— ks to convc; — r - 't iv îs 

,he — hiS :; r X g «s responsible for the praccl "ev^A 

3C M*" ,med Al1 ,nn u . ' ' L 

of Pakistan. fiel d as Mr. ^ ^ 

i ,en in the same P^ ,ca * C ommittee of the All-Indıa Musli m L * 
Having h een on the W ° rkl f. to t he memory ot my hero, MoharJ? 

h ^ b r^” b ^ d 0 fng C^îly“t** e that M u Kh , lliq 1 7 b aman has 

İM ££*££Zs tiles away. There should be no nus, alce ^ 

this. state , and my colleagues on the Worki nj! 

Without fear of contradıct.on ^ the most stab le and pers.stent p erson 

wîo had a clear Vision «. Mr Jta» J ■ * „ „ inc lined to »ai in two boa, , 

Mr . Khaliquaaaman ta a large num j the Qaid-e-Azam s v,ews prevail»! 

the same time. Who ran Coımc i] meetings, not because t ey came from 

in the Working Committee ancı Mr Khaliquzzaman was at the most ont 

him but because they were w.se an ^ in t he machinery of the Müsün, 

of the larger cogs but eertam^ n P it was the Working Committee, 

League. While he talked at e ) 8 ’ jrafters of resolutions m accordance 

Council or public and whi e he ^.ge.. He did not enjoy the 

with the directive gıven, he enjoye P İsmail Khan of Meerut and the Raja Saheb 

confidence of the Qaid-e-Atam whtch Nawab Isma,l Khan^t chaufa 

of Mahmudabad did and both these gen lem n ^led from the P 

from ivhich a large number of the Muslim able political leaders and 'vorkers M 
İ„» .he mainstream of the political life of Muslim India. 1 often heard the Q»d+ 


sucn remarK passea aoout uıe auınor or ratmvay to raMnan . 

Mr. Khalicjuzzaman has been saying that he never called Mohammed Ali Jinnah» 
Qaid-e-Azam. I must, to keep the record straight, give him the benefit of doubt b]j 
accepting that due to his advancing years his memory no longer serves him as it 1 
when he wasyounger. Unless millions, and 1 was one of them, were stone deaf, the)' 
must have heard him address with pride our great leader as Qaid-e-Azam. 


Azam- 81 ' 6 bel ° W thC tCXt ° f tW ° ,CttCrs written b y Mr. Khaliquzzaman to 


L ü C K N 0 W: 

Dated 23rd July 19*5' 


Dear Qaid-e»Azaa f 




oh tho Muslin public bs» 
fe-acted to the po ı lov „„ || 

°pted by y 0 u ond ujıd® 11 * 
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and apter 


your 1 eadership b y the v?orklnır , 

7 g Co ®*ltte© 1 b *r» i 

-orvellouB. On my return , uı * 
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A ^ « v® x8 f %, . 

oft rvellou 8 . On ay return * e helr] ft 7 

Public raeetlnff 

.k<nh was attended bv __ 


FUÜ11 c nıeetlnır 

«rhlch was attended by thoueands 0 f m, ,, 

1 Mus lima ot »İl 

a/ rml n 1 ah _. . 


1in * 8 of al 

shades of oplnlon. The enttaualaa. wlth whl(Jh th# 

. « _ 1 4 M af f { f IlH A B f •îf' k ea M I _ 


- »men the 

Muslin attitude at the Slmla Conferen-e ■«„ 

n “ e " as occlalned 

.ao an AVA nnftnflr nnt ani.. J. _ 


ıra s 


- “vvıa 

an eye opener not only to Be but to Sir Nazi. 


Oddin also, who addresaed the meetlng durlng his 
atay for a couple of dey İn Luckno*. You hava onc. 
agaln saved the coamunlty from a serlous plt-fall 
and ateered the ahlp of Muall. polltlos^rough 
rough and stormy »eather to a safo anehorage. Your 
grim determination and över powering sagacity alone 
saved the situation. When I recall our doubtful 
attitude and your unfaltering reeolve, the contrast 
becomes so palpabiy clear that one has to admlre 


your capacity for leadership. 

I net His Excellency the Governor of Ü.P. 
on the 2ist and irapressed upon him the necessity 
of holding elections to Central and Provincial 
Legislatures at an early date. He has after a long 
discussion agaln asked rae to 9ee hin for further 
discussion before 31st July 19^5 when he is to leave 
the Governor's Conference# I shall let you know 

th « result of ray talk later on. 

With best regards to self and Mis 9 Jinna 


Ycurs sıtfterely# 
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Khyaliganj 

Luckno»', Jjrd Scptomber, 

My dear Qaîd-e-Azanı : ^ t hinking of starting an Urdu daily to 

For some time past » “ dcd in m aking ali ncccssary arnmgemeuts 
serve my Pro vince- 1 lu ' L ‘ - -i.. ■ nh Ortober. ı«jr tl 






1CC ‘ 1 brrSt issue about ı*th October, 194$. T he 
and 1 hope to bnng ° u . wit h the Müslim League. 1 shall be oblig^ 

"t ' 1 ---»M 1 « . ^ a. k >■ . . 1 t 


policy »ili I» strictlv ‘ n acco ''!■ ltu , .,,, pc r »lıich »ili be very vallahi 
if vo„ »ili kindly «*d a moag» "* I P _ . 


Yours sincerely, 
KHAL 1 QUZZAMAN. 


i r crt Kut in t he public interest, incorrect statcmenie 
I, pains me to espress mysel to but m P the urious 

should no, be lef, unchaüenged at »M* and to posteri,y. » ^ 

There are o,her ma, ters in his book on »hich any of his colleagues of the All-hdi, 
Müslim League Working Committee eould jom issue »itli hım. shall deal with 
one of his statements to establish this point. 

Writing about the Lahore Resolution of 1940 in which the Müslim League, f or 
the first time, demanded a separate homeland, he avers that he did not know \vho 
\vas responsible, in his absence, for including the “latal \vords subject to territorial 
adjustments’- which inclusion was, seven years later, responsible for the partition of 
Bengal and Punjab. First, it is morally improper for one to eriticise a decision of his 
colleagues and yet remain mernber of the Working Committee. It is a poor excuse 
to say that he \vas not present at the drafdng stage and that, had he been presem, 
he would not have permitted the inclusion of thesı xvords in the Resolution. İf he 
ielt strongly about it, why did he second the Resolution, proposed by Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Haq, ın a strongly worded and emotional speech at the öpen session and \vhv 
üıd he not seek the deletion of these words \vhen the Resolution \vas being debated in 
the SnbjKts Committee in Kis presence? Ağrın, if he thought that the words sptlt 

oppor,tl er ,ÖV k In U - " Ky did he not avliT hin > self of Oıe earLt 

DM e ,|"\/ "T”* 1CC ' P " d 3nd ' he R « ol “'ioo «cordingly amended! 

Eter? for r*, a s-“ o*« & * 

m P ln § to break a Steel gate \vith one’s head.' 

in the secret meetings of tîufWorktop™ "ben Chaudhri Saheb raised this point even 

the Council or annual meetings of delLates^Th 6 - 6 ’ a J° ne the open SeSSİ ° nS ° f 

rvorking against his convictions İf „r.ı t US s " ows tRat »as, if he is right, 
thought, ns ' 11 not . matter can only be treated as an afur- 

E^uiüiurth • *4 

book Tathvay to Misten! * "“f® h> ’ Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman in his 

reterred to Annpnrliv ‘c* 



j -“«vijıı ı i\ııa 

re ferred to Appendix ‘E’. 


note II 




>e i° three montK CG u ^ w ‘ t ^drawal with th^" 0 ^, 

»n, right and you are > * 




















Recently I ^ 11 

»“ v M - Syed "' h ° ,0 ' d k I 

^me S ;;;t,? d H Auran ^ S K^t. dl ,wo n öf n our Ü coV ! 

«iMing arnm.t ;. f f° u «hink that m “ ™"' H ? told our Leader, »Sir, I stili hoM • 
U — on was passed wirhr, V Td lng comr "'ttee T " ! crea te a misunderstanding 0 ““'' 

k yo». You st u u, r d ;;“ n I: ’ ,n* decUr. o». 4* »“T 
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let there be «dawn>> 





need 


A ^ the Muslini League movement gained r.-. 

^ for a national daily newspaper in Entrlisfi ° meMum - the 
The Hindu press had not left any gun i n f ts lncre “ in g'y felt. 

Muslims. It was the Qaid’s burning desire Un L fired at the 

in India should have at least one first class English daiîTt ‘k* 

cjuality and it no lenger served Tpurpos/ VSSZLZS 

Dû, \ n was conveı 'ted ınto a daily and published for the first ti™ 
in the year i94 2 - Mornmg News at Calcutta, owned and djrected bv 
Messrs. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi and Khwaja Nooruddin, had a limited 
circulation in the province. The Star of India, direeted and controlled 
by me, was an evening paper. It was also published at Calcutta and 
enjoyed a limited circulation. This was the condition of Muslims 
in the sub-continent until only five years prior to Partition. We had, 
of course, some dailies in Urdu and Bengali such as Anjam (Delhi), 
Asre Jadid (Calcutta), Azad Bengali (Calcutta), Zamindar and Ehsan 
(Lahorej, Manshoor (Delhi) and Khilafat (Bombay). The English press 
was preponderatingly owned by Hindus and only three or four papers 
were either wholly owned or direeted and edited by Britishers. 
Müslim news and views on important issues often went unrepresented 
or inadequately projected and insufficiently explained in English. 
Thus, not only wealth but the power of the press was largely concent- 
rated in Hindu hands. With this heavy handicap one can readıly 

appreciate the difficult, if not impossible, task Mr. J| nn ^ * 
wresting freedom from the unvvilling hands of the Britis an 

Hindus. 

For the purpose of record, I shall reproduce e *f er P , mys elf on 
jstate of the correspondence betvveen my re vere c 1 , seat 0 f the 

the subject of starting an English daily at New e > teres t to later 

Government of India. The material may be o 

generations. , yİ III 

67 
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QA1L> 


-t 


Mr 


Jinna h on SeptenAer 6, * 


94 1 


I WTOte w ^ Dawn> I W as unable to Con - 

„ about your ' veek ' in order to be a success and i n 

SP MI '*İJ. i»*"™ 1 ° r Tbe flrst eh*. Half nıeasures, 1 have 
vince you fuU)' tlU , in fluence niust t> £ cour se, smce my depart Ure 

order to command do not pay. . ”^ tnn and I shall be interesud 


vince you ı^V , in fluence - of course, m.icc ...y ucpart Ure 

order .o “^“iperience, do P J nsi deration and I shall be intere st(:0 

f0UnJ tSle ta this "»"f nf decided.” 
you m us t h .- have final y 

io learn what you 



5 * ear i aıılarly ran at a loss for sime yea rs 

The Star ojJert I took över, went thro Ugh 
d lıad nothing but debts f ov vin'' to the poor advertisi n » 
bad days for a consıdera^ e ^ arrange financıal assıstance fro„, 

fspahanis and Sir Adamjee Ha, ^ newspaper 0 f a ll m headaches and 

if given reasonabie time, a bove were anxıous to end theır 

financial losses Asthe.‘T , pea l e d to Mr. Jinnah to intervene. 

responsibility after a «hile- *PP“ ^ off The Star 0 j lnJia Was 

He did so effectıvely. A b egan to prosper to such 

»ved. Soon te*** J were fullf repaid and even the 

-- a r«r»: 

fmal'tîr’oftglish 0 * His knovvledge of old and new Testaments was 
‘w and tLere vvere few among the aymen who cou d equal „ 
bıEnglish. He vvas a Syrian Christian and ha.led from Malabar. Ha 
sveakness was the bottle. When he was reasonably canned , he 
produced masterpieces. He wrote wıth the fire of a fanatıcal Müslim 
supporting the cause of the Müslim nation. 


I was asked by Mr. Jinnah to şenel Joseph to Delhi. I complied. 
After Mr. Jinnah had intervievved him, he wrote to me as under: 


ıo, Aurangzeb Road, 

New Delhi 


13th May, 1942 


My dear Hassan; 


leavin^on^hetoH?" 1 ^ ^ ° U in Delhi - Now 1 am definit ' ly 

Joseph and finallv he P°^P oned ™y departure as I wanted to meet M r - 
accommodation fri m Tf Up ° n the ,2th » as he had difficulty in gett‘ n S 

and he was also under th ^ ° w ' n 8 to dte difficulties in Communications 

d6r the lnı P re ssion that I had left for Bombay. 


He arrived on th ı 

' ve t ^ İ! ’ CUSSe< l the various nra<! and ı a hh° u gH I am sorry you could not con| e 
ln «h Pr ° S and of starting a daily as soon as possibl* 
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let there de “daWn” ," ? | I 

The first question was vvhether wc shoulcl start th- n 
and t he second quest.on vvas whether it will not bc , r K,ic m “i ' 1 
Star of India in Delhi. Taking ali the circumstances into T ’ ° 1*° K * Ve lllc 
„ere indta'd to be ol the opi„i on dut the S,e, çflndlc should bc Ttattehn 

The reasons are: (ı) that it is alreadv a loinr Çt^L. r 
Press Company, and the Directors can adopt such steps T!hcv’ * 
proper (t) that the conditions in Calcutta are such that the sl may Lve"o 
seek a home elsewhere or completely close dotvn, »hich will bc Lt un° 
fortunate I understand that o,her nesvspapers and even commercTal 
finns are l.vtng m dread and have made arrangemcnts to shift elsesvhere 
in case of necess.ty, (3) that in view of the conditions prevailin» i„ ç ,. 
cutta yourc.rcula.ton w,II go down. There are several o.her re«ons de- 
tatls of tvhıch I need not dıscuss. We, therefore. thought that the definite 
proposal that we can suggest is as follows; 
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That the Star of India should be transferred to Delhi before it is forced 
to close down in Calcutta without any home elsewhere. If that is done 
we had rough calculations before us and I think that the probable loss per 
year can be covered by issuing debentures. But the exact amount of the 
issue of debentures can only be determined after we know what is the 
present position of the Star with regard to the income and expenditure. 

The main items of the expendıture \vill be (ı) the editorial and mana- 
gerial staff, (2) office rent including telephone ete., (3) the A.P. and Reuter 
service and (4) the printing charges and cost of paper. On the other hand 
the income and particularly the advertisement items \vhich are most im- 
portant have to be considered. 


On a rough calculation we came to the conclusion that there might 
be a loss, if we have to run the Star of India in Delhi, of betvveen three to 
four thousand per month. That means roughly Rs. 50,000/- a year. 


I think it will not be difflcult to raise money on issuing the deben¬ 
tures for a lakh of rupees, vvhich vviU ensure the running of the paper for 
two years and with luck for more. Of course in your absence and in the 
absence of Mr. Ahmad 1 it is not possible for us to carry the matter further 
unless we know the exact income and expenditure of the Star as it is run at 
present; nor can we do anything vvithort your approval. I am leaving 
on the ışth and if Mr. Ahmad is in Bombay 1 shall get in touch with him 
and you please write to him. 

The advantage of the Star being run in Dılhi is not only for the benefit 
of Bengal but ali India. From Delhi the paper \vill carry the message of 
the League not only in the Capital itseli but ir Northern India and also in 
Bengal. Remember it is Delhi that Controls Bengal after ali in the final 
analysis. Besides, the Star may be strardtd in Calcutta, having regard to 
the dangerous conditions facing us in Bengal. 

1 Mr. Ahmad is my elder brother, Mirza Ahmad. 
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nt thcre is a very strong Jeeling a morı „ , 
A. * P rese r' r D m e h but uf Punjab and «he U P and U hi „f £ 

, c not only ot L> e . jjı spread hke a vvıld fire. Y ou wi 
U «***£ .his weekly, 0.» has a circulation of 3 



.he Star ts s» rı ” n this vveekiy, uu*» y 
rised to hear tlıat eve. we can supply. 

surp j .here is morc demancı 
över and there 



3»Joo a [) 

ı 




te press and ali other matters we Ha 
With regard to the P J be made here to our entire satisfacti on 

exami,,ed s uuâble ^oSare available connected w.th the press in a v ery 
central locality. 



ve 

>on 




. _ fore it comes to this that if you agree ali that 
In conclusion, tnere * is the m0 nthly loss that we have to provide 
we have to consıder ıs w ^ ahead. Q f course my suggestion 

for and if we can arrang > ^ de bentures and there are people in Delhi 
isthatvvecanarrange y ı debentures straight away to the extent of 

-t^stlldİIn the Punjab and U.P. a.so tnany wi.l c„ me 


fonvard. 


„ will therefore not be difficult to raise a lakh of rupees ,f vve put our 
head «oe her and of course the Ster will remain the property of the Com- 
pl^y\Xhe naanagement will be under the control and superv.s.on of 

the present Board of Directors. 


I hope I have made myself clear for your Information and consideration, 
as to vvhat was the substance of discussion and how far we \vere able to 
boil dovvn the matter. You can have further details from Mr. Joseph as ıe 
was present when we discussed the matter along vvith Na\vabzada Liaqat 

Ali Khan. 


As reçards Mr. Woo 1 wonder vvhat has happened to him but I hope 
you have informed him that I have postponed my departure. I am leaving 
for Bombay on the i gth and I s hal 1 be glad to see him any day after that 
date. Please let me know when he is likely to be in Bombay and vvhat 
are his engagements. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

M.A. JINNAH 


and nre S t ent I d ea i°ffi t T Sferrİng tHe Star °f ,ndia did not a PP eal t0 



Dear Mr. Jinnah: 




’ ‘ hlnk y ° U f ° r V»* '«ter handed to 


,ucu co me b) 

My brother Mirza Ak j ■ 

™' hi « % now. His '^'/; ’V" * Bomb. 


me by Mr. Pothan Joseph. 



Ay and I am sure you have 

ck v« £ — _ « 1 1 İl w*\r 


•"«Bin. by n„;. S.™* 4 - 'js.il 

nsa if r numb " 

ould -1» rs. 4.000; y z,r op , o v al with 4 br ° ther jso - 

* J. h r\ Wfn «r a m r_ ı i . ı. ^ t, 
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let there be dawn 

Jt ri n Ddhi oı- not vve must keep the Star oflndia going in Calcutta— 

haveap l P l ; r i, lV asion. It may be possible to bave an office in Delhi to 
in Vision o ^ ne wspaper there and, as the Statesman does, have the 
conduet 1 V. \ als sent out f rom Delhi, then ali that Calcutta would require 

Ct>in M°be ı couple of News Editors and one Sub-Editor to run the Star. 

r\ e hovvever, to bear in mind that the quota of newsprint is being 
E? d more and ’rnore vvitlı the result that from the ıst of June a one 
BMnevvspaper vvill not be permitted to be of more than 4 pages. So, much 
? mW natter vvill be required for the production of a newspaper from early 
t month Enquires have to be made whether the Government will 
n !rmit the starting of another newspaper just novv either independent or 
the daily edition of an already existing Daily, because if such permisston 
is not granted, or if a quota for nevvsprint is not given lor such a venture 
then it Ö is absolutely no use thinking of starting it. Of course you must 
have made the necessary enquiries in Delhi.... 

Yours sincerely, 
HASSAN 


/I 


■ 


Apparently my argument did not impress him nor did my 
suggestion find acceptance. He acknowledged the above letter on 
May 30, as follows: 


My dear Hassan : 

I am in receipt of your letter of tlıe 2oth of May. I am sorry for 
the delay in. reply but I had a long talk vvith Mr. Ahmad in Bombay and 
he must have told you ali about it. I am novv avvaiting a definite reply 
from him. I am firmly of opinion that vve should not miss the present 
opportunity at this moment but establish a daily paper and the transfer of 
the Star oflndia is the only practical proposition. I think if you will take 
the bull by the horns in the matter it vvill be jammed in and stand. There 
is a very strong feeling and you vvill get immediate support and vvhat is more 
necessary is to consideı that it is undoubtedly essential for our cause. 

We should not miss this golden opportunity. Hovvever, I cannot say 
anything more.... 

Yours sincerely, 

M.A, JINNAH 

i again wrote to him on the subject of a Muslini League daily 
a nd asked him to decide as we needed effective machinery, hovvever 
sn * 1 , to place our point of view before the English-reading public. 

ıs happy to receive his reply on June 1 £ vvhich read as under 
things were at long last beginning to take shape: 

% dear Hassan: 1 It j I 

judg e Jl 1 10 recei P t of your letter of the ıoth of June. As far as I can 
l' v o questions that \ve have to consider are; (1) wlıether the 
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present Müslim Press and Fublicatious Limited should establish the $ f 
India in Delhi. Mr. Ahmad has poiııted out various difficulties. ^ ^ 
far vou t o consider \vhether they can he overcome as you know the p OS i - ' S 
hest. You have also to consider that if you can overcome the difiRcJ] ^ 
\vhether vou will transfer the Star of India to Delhi and run it as a Daily 
also continue to run in Calcutta as an evening paper. ( 2 ) Whether ^ 
should not start a new daily paper in Delhi by means of an entirelv We 
concem. In that case the name ol the Star of India will not be of much I T' 
and \ve might as •vvell cali it the Daim and turu this aveekly into a dad ^ 
As a aveekly the Dunn has reached a circulation of j.ooo and is l-„ 
ali över India and even abroad. But the real question is, avhat is the defi • 
part you are prepared to play and what is the amount of support that 
will give ? 

I have already sent to you ali the information that was available to me 
Liaqat is going into more details and I have requested him to communicat 
\vith you. It \vill be a feather in your cap if you and Liaqat can establish 
a daily paper svhich I need hardly say is most essential at the moment 

I anı confident that you are bound to get a very enthusiastic support 

not only in Delhi but throughout northem India generally and especiallv 

in the Punjab and Bihır and U.P. This is really the moment for it. Please^ 

therefore, take it eamestly and put your heads together and persuade Mr’ 

Ahmad and Sır Adamjee and others to come fonvard and give their hec* 
support and ali the help they can. S 1 

As regards the resolution 2 that you have pıoposed, wetl, that ali 
depends upon wha, you propose to do after the resolution is passed Bu 

r be do " e L in thl = in the hands of ,h 

as the Directors may thiuk ^ope" ^ 

.heirlriThlctfo^verTo addressed *» X™ -Hcitors and 

P y «uch you were good enough to send me along with your letter. 


Withkind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M.A. JINNAH 


22 as under: 


To this letter 1 replied on June 

My dear Mr. J innah; 

1 thank J 0U for your letter of the f t \ • 

^ 1 ^stant returning the enelosures. 

had. a letter from î ' 

Panıculars regarding the coMof n7° dayS , a S° lskir >g me to give him sonıe 
e be ">s »«t rn Kim. n,nnm § •>* Sut ofîndia. These particulars 

1 The resolution referred Ü| H. I 

î""wh!wh.7/ n '' , ‘' ,a J“ S °Âe l “ d ‘° be P1SS ' d ,0 '■"P« wer the •‘rfl» 

w Mus,ta 
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I |>as authorised me to teli you that under whichever name . 
My brot ıer^^ ^ j a j]y j n Delili, we tlıe Ispahanis will back it with 

you cho° se tG | ıa jj ( j 0 oul - bit for a noble cause. We shall guarantee a loss 


pleasure ^ a mont b f 0 r a year. As for Adamjee, we feel that you 

of “^j^pproach him. It will be infinitely better if you do so- 

Yours very sincerely, 

















HASSAN 


■ , a dequate correspondence and discussion, Mr. Jinnah agreed 
f l -b e point view that it would be best if we converted Dawn 

■ t * 1 IrMnto a daily and left the Star oj India to continue its service 

the Müslim League from Calcutta. 


K Havinç decided to convert Dawn into a virde daily, the next 
i task before us was to find a suitable editör, because on this person 
depended the success or failure of a newspaper. And editors, non- 
I Hindu, were not easy to find, vvhatever the financial inducement. 
H gnglish journalism was no field for the Muslims to plough because 
it was covered with boulders of Hindu domination and patronage. 
Except for Brelvi of the Bombay Chronicle, a Hindu-owned daily, 
and Abdur Rahman Siddiqi of Morning News at Calcutta, there was 
no third first elass Müslim in the editor’s chair of an English daily in 
our subeontinent. 


In these circumstances, I could only think of the Star of India 1 s 
editör, Pothan Joseph, although his quitting the Star of India would 
have meant that the evening paper would again r ace downhi ll to 
its financial doom. However, the overall interest^of the Müslim 
natiöıi overrode considerations of personal success or failure. I, 
therefore, decided to make the sacrifice and took the next step to 
persuade Pothan joseph to go to Delhi as Editör of Dawn daily. 





I wrote to Mr. Jinnah on September 19 as under: 

r i* 

Dear Mr. Jinnah: 

I have at last got Mr. Pothan Joseph to agree to go to Delhi. He will 
e caving Calcutta at the end of next week. Of course, I have not been 
a e to find a substitute for the Star so far. 










Mem th news P r * rı * : P os ition in India is becoming very acute and the pro- 
a PPear 11 ^ aCe news P a P er business vvithin the next six months 
uiove in°h e İ nsurmoun tablo unless the Government of India right away 
they allot C . * rect * on °f inıporting sufficient nevvsprint to cover what 
newsprint .P er ^dically to the many neıvspapers in this country. Our 

sti lying in Karachi due to lack of transport facilities. My 
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mııinı* out. My enor» .« - nave enab, 
mtinıe is k st rün r c 8 0 reams and there are ,ust 2oo ** 

«he “ bsurd prİCe Oİ R$ ' '' 2/1 "° h P “ r ' lm ' ■'• 

ıvailable from 0,u> ' ot 1C Yours sincerelv 

HASSAN 


f t0 me on September a > 
He wrote to 


as below: 



My dear Hassan: han JosepK yesterday in reply to 

from Mr. . Kim bv Navvabzada Lianaı 


ly . pothan joscpı* ;- j ^ mv 

i received a w™ fr0 "\ , he o(Te r made to him by Nawabzada Li*p, A |; 
wire rC questmg him to accep h M You will see from Kıs telegr lm 

Khaaoa behalfofthe *«■&« ^ R$ ^ and if that ,s so I stand by i, 
that you have already »ffer^ ^ De|hi immedıately. 
please arrange tlıa 


aı *»" 5 - 

n<dhi to see that this matter is put through 
I am specially staymg '^ waiting for his reply. 

,11 Arrangements are nıade. 


and ali arrangements 

, am enclosing herewi,h copies of his telegram and tny reply hhn. 


Please wire whether you can arrange to send Mr. Pothan Joseph 
svithout delay or else we must make other arrangements. I do not qutte under. 
stand what he means by saying that I should ask you to terminale his 
Services vvhereupon he can start for Delhi . 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M.A. JİNNAH 


I vvrote to him about Pothan Joseph on September 26 as under 

as I ıvanted Mr. Jinnah to be fully acquainted with his character, 

Joseph, knotvıng that he was badly needed to take charge of Dm 

daily at Delhi, was wasting precious days in trying to drive a hani 

bargam. He was as cold blooded as a fish. It was not his concen. 
to tına the money. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah: 


banks for your letter of the 2 ısı i f 

uıt, 21 s t ınstant. 

J° s eph has been plavirt? a trvî 

e 'ery ounce of my patieuce tn ^ ^ ame w * tb me. I have had to utili se 
2 “- He is a fi-i c P lasslum al p s e A him ? a g^e. I told you I lcnew him 

mesTand ^ Xtra ' ordil *ry reputatiorT “ C °T S t0 mone y matterS ^ 

c aslı out 0 f a 8 :" *° ble P ri *ciples a re « T” ^ 8 ° eS ’ he ‘Tn* 
charming f eUf . per , scm he thinks K lt C ° meS t0 h ‘ S knock ^ 

g ^ but - mouey Ztst IsVr'î: ““ " 3 

0M ° f - ^ 1 “ *<* s- him R, H- 

« «ttstructions to give him Ra. j«/- */‘ 
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Dawn vvere received this moming. i 

İlim this money, I received a note 1 Was on the m • 

October .942 ^ well. This is too much* me to LT ° F 

aitten to hım as per copy enclosed, and if h V*®* 0 * ^erate'- t ^I f ° r 
and thinks his Services are indispensable tn d ,° es not co me to k- have 
to any tüne that he chooses to plav I sinil US and tFlat he can , ln l * S Senses 

n0 , leave for Delhi tonight, , 53i, 1'°" him İU*T* 

Monday morning terminating his Services "J lm ilive ' 8 İV = Kim n oti . doe! 
„o, be allovved to play the giddy goa , any İS "’*>< «*. He 

Joseph, by his behaviour, has put me to sİ 
my predicament and vvill tealise that the delay^Ll^^ apprec ** 
a daıly ıs not due to me. y S ettln g the Daıvn started as 

Yes, I promised Joseph Rs. i 2co/-h 

if necessary, go to that distance. ’ He poMu'^ tOİd me that 1 Could > 

from the Dawn weekly. So it was hırrll r • IOO ° ronı me and Rs - 'oo/- 

lotver remuneration than that received by him'Vpresent'"' '° ““P' a 

i, heioî; " d L- at he does -^ 

Indian dailies or weeklies except to the Star ofhdia'! °wl didnoHaydmvn 
h,s sttpula ton m our contrac, and he. contrary to fundamentals thatgovem 
the conduct of edttors of first class netvspapers. has been contributing articles 
under his sıgnature to the Hindu , Orient, ete., ete. This should not be 
permıtted as it discredıts the neıvspaper that employs him. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

HASSAN 


On September 26, he wrote: 


My dear Hassan: 


I have received your letter of the ışth of September informing me 
that Mr. Pothan Joseph \vill be arriving here by the end of this week. 


With regard to the other matter—about the newsprint I have handed 
över your letter to Nawabzada Liaqat Ali Khan to get in touch with )ou. F 
have already written to you enelosing the copies of the telegrams t at 
passed between Mr. Pothan Joseph and me, and I am suıe you must tave 
received it by now. 

1 

I have also received your telegram informing me that Mr. Jo p 
arrive here by the end of this week. 


Please make arrangements and see that he starts at önce vvıthout any 

er Cİela '' f Miss 

Hoping you are vvell. With kind regards to ali of ) 


h and 


myself, 


Yours sincerely, 
\4 A 1INNAH 
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qAID -E-AZAM as . KNE 


,„rint relates to the sudden starta,., , 
The reference to ne ^ P of Daw „. The paper faced a d* * 
. nt supply in the a -r. time To avoi(3 suctl a cat astronk C 

"nless aid in nevvsprmt a rr of wh ,ch I pa.d to Star „/ 

iled one wagonloa , ^ an d thus sav ed a cntıcal sıtu a ti 0n 

amount around Rs. 2 S> . , 


I rai 

an anıount 


nount arou 

, recei ved another interesting letter fro m Mr . 

-zstv-i** - «■ 



10, Aurangzeb Road, New Delhi 

3rd October 1642 


“y ie ' T H3s:aI> ’ ı.tter of the 38th of Septe.Der 

I a» m recelpt of yoar letter 

t. r«r- it I have read Joseph - letter 

ana thenk you rery much for İt. 

a*, «c Hpsired by you. Joseplr has 
„ you and I a» reurning İt as desıred 


t o you ana ı ^ -- - _ 

arrived and taKen char ? e and « hop. to brin* out the -Da™ 


Daily" on the Eid day. 


* on t/iı- j - 

\ am forvvarding you letter to Llaqat regardang ycur views 

about the nevrsprint and I will ask him to write to y 
regard to the nensprint which has been placed by you at 
disposal of the "Dawn" at Delhi. I am qulta confidert th* 
we shall help each other as members of the sarae fa»il> - 
rne thank you and Mr. Ahmad for ali the help that you have 


gıven us. 


With regard to your guarantee of Joseph's salary - sU ^ 
that you should pay us a lump sum of fts 12,000/- and we ca 


ît 


pay Joseph as well as any other tnember of the staff. 


My 


r ea 


jOİ 1 


for asking you to do this İs as follows: that we have 


bee * 1 


able to launch this venture «viththe help of a fe* indi 7 


who have come forward to run the risk of tnakirıg *o° d 


the 


idu» i? 
lo^ 5 ' 


This venture has not been started with the Muslin te® 5 


ue 




the two persons who have largely contributed are yourse 


If 


a)* 3 


° n ‘ otlıer Ptıblic spirited and patriotic Leaguer Ü kö 


therefore I look Upon ^ ^ aS g ift» 


that t r ;ese support^r* ^ 

* tz -rs of o ur s really, in fact, cpns* 1 


af 1 ' 

|Ult 

ı 
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synddcate and when we come to float a conpany, „ hlch „ ,„ ust 

in the near future, I a» of oplnlon that they ahould at 

jaa.t recelve shares for the amounts or anount that thay 

place at our dlspoaal. It is Tor that reason that I an 

na.ting th ıs suggestlon — that lnstead of your paying tlıe 

saiary of Josaph every nonth and gl.lng away your «ney ıt 

elli be better to pay in a lunp sun and after sone tine to 

-ecelv. İt back İn the forn of sharas. Vou nay conelder ny 

suggestlon and place İt berore Ur. Ahnad and let n, knon 
rhat your oplnion is. 

önce nore I an very thankful to you for the help and t,„ 
interest that you are taking İn establishlng and launchlng 
this ver,türe. I hope to aee the paper become a really first 
dass Engllsh dally »hich *111 be a genuine, real and true 
volce of Muslin Indla, and I thlnk, so far, every tnlng is İn 
our favour. It is a thang nhich Muslin Indla never had and 
lf « ere able to achleve nhat »a desire, this nay giye . le.d 
to the otner Provlnces as the reading public İs now gronln* 

•M ıs very ar-tious to knon the news and vlens of Muslin India. 

Hoplng you are ali .eli, elth kindest regards to ail of 

,<>U fUV A.-.. 

YoursJ^slncerely 


Hassan Ispahani 



the Raia c-.hu P l| blic spirited and patriotic Leapuer’’ referred to is 

I Ja Saheb of Mahmudabad. 

J n ^ 

a nd cheer rne e t ant * m u > ^ tar ^ n< ^ ia began to pick up financially 
t t0 re pay Adam‘° ’ U< "^ f* 1 extent tbat I was able, out of the earnings, 
| This w as an J ee s an< ^ hpahani s Joans which were quite a tidy sum. 
1 c kan n jy Qt (i nt . leV f ment f banks appreciably to our good fortune and 

ent ). I vvrote to the Qaid-e-Azam on ıoth March, 
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Star 


. Mr 
Mv nü* 

„ tlut l have t,lls lla >' rctumed Slr Aılamjee t h 
| us t A lin« *° iul, ; nn r, Ljmily Advanced towards t he loss that t he 

sum İf RS. I s.oeo - that lu » l v J wcnts too have been returned.... 

>Wkı «*» tor»™*- ' ıfll 

Yours very siııcerelv 

hassan j ' 

. ,ı u . exact date I »m not sure, I learnt to m 

İn M.m h IS+Î- , , Josepll had been tempted to thro w „ 
surprise ıh* * Sultan Ahmed of Patnj “P 


surprise „ fa dl0 | at e Sir Sultan Ahmed of Patna wh! 

the edıtorslup o ‘ of the Viceroy’s Hxecutive Council j„ 

„as at t te l» jon p ort folio. What motive lay behind thir 
clıarge o he > As for Pot han Joseph’s behaviour, I was no 

pıracyldıd m • , , too we || aC quainted with hi: 



t vı * Irnmv AS ror rutuaıı --, * uu 

t'bît'sûrprised because 1 had become too well acquainted with hi s 
Y, ru J He vvould not tum a hair m sacr.fic.ng prınctple for 
financial gain. Anvtvay, another editör for Dawn became our pressing 

need. 

On April 9, 1945, I received a telegram from Mr. Jinnah who 
was at Ne\v Delhi, reading: 

"PLEASE CONTACT ARTHUR MOORE (Editör of the Statesman, Calcutta) 
WOULD HE ACCEPT EDITORSHIP DA WN WHAT REMUNERATION 
COND1TIONS WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO HIM. 


JİNNAH 


» > 


Arthur Moore was oııt ol Calcutta. On his re tum I had lunch 
with him and made the proposal. He declined and said that he 
was growing too old to continue to stay in India and was, thereiore, 
retuming to his honıe in England. He, however, suggested the 
name of Altaf Husain, whom I knew well. 

Mr. Jinnah spoke to me on the telephone. I told him t, 

Altaf Husain was a master of English, a former professor of Hng^ 
at Calcutta University and at the time an officer in the MinW 
Educatıon, Government of Bengal. I told him that I had kn» 

S tll fr"l Ce ‘ 93 3 ' He used to write a Müslim colum» j*î, 

‘‘Shahid” Â C 1 CUtta Under the P seu donym, “Ainul-Mulk” »nd'■ 
to İe a COİ V r Stat e d ehewl ‘«*. * had managed to persuad ^ 

\vas “Slinps .nJ 1 "» ° r t u ;, ilusal ™an as well. The title of the c ^ 
‘‘Archer" 8 n w A . rrOWS th « name he seleeted _ the 

prestige of oju c °lumn which added considerably , 
g 0Ur Ma l‘ is particularly among the thinking t 
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’ 1 npnts in Bengal. The column was loathed and 

jU* M*»" c ^ ies wh om we dubbed as Briüsh toadies. 

f , „ fnre not difficult for me to approach Altaf Husain. 

It was ’ the fimes and I well appreciated that he had to arrıve at a 
We met three t.mes^ ^ giying up gov ernment service wıth 

difficult dec»■ • nd takingaplunge into unknown and unfathomed 
its attendant )l5t meeting was at my house î. CamŞc 

u-aters. «oue, , . d to hear him say that he had finally 

to Sete plunge, coL what m»y, and risk his ali for the 
deCİ t “shook him warmly by the hand. 1 was overjoyed. He 
"S ine to convey his decision to Mr. Jınnah, whıch I dıd m nıy 
Eter of May 18 , ı 9 4î. as tınder: 


I My dear Mr. J in nah: 

|k ajtaf Husain is joining the Dawn. He is an able writer and will 

■ certainly be an acquisition. Have you decided to register the Dmvn as a 

■ company 7 You expressed this intention to me fifteen months ago. The 

■ DaJn m us t be doing very well. In my opinion, this is the time to save 

■ in or d er to build. I feel that the prosperity enjoyed by newspapers wıll 

B not last very much longer. Government patronage, particularly in advertise- 

■ ments relating to recruitnaents ete., vvhich is today netting a large income, 

■ vyrill gradually diminish, 

S With kind regards, 

B Yours very sincerely, 

B HASSAN 


Altaf Husain reported his arrival at Delhi as fast as he \vas able 

and Dawn, vvhich had already captured for itself substantial Müslim 

readership throughout the North and the adjoining Müslim areas, 

began to grovv stronger and stronger with the passage of each month. 

Hnere ^ as no lookiııg back until Parti ti tion compelled a shift frorn 

paryaganj, old Delhi, to Karachi. But as we ali know, before the 

D and recor< J s coııld be brought över, the office and printing 

S 0 . ı J[ \ n u< " ^ uınt and destroyed by Hindu and Sikh hooligans. 

Altaf Hus WaS QCtl J a y brought över were the name Dawn, the Editör, 

at Delhi ,, u an } n ? W lındersta nd, a cheque book of an Indian bank 
h1 ’ Where th e funds of Dawn lay frozen. 

at the Govlmn? r f ^ de P arture USA I dined with the Oaid 
p UgÜSt 3 D 1947 'w S H ° USe İn Karachi - It was on the night of 
, 0 vi nci a r]vı U sii m i 6 Sett ! ed severa I quesüons such as the Bengcd 

^ ea me “ my familT S rvas d'" 0S ’ .° f Wh ' Cİ ? 1 WaS İn chcır g e ' He 

) the maın contributor to its coming into 
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a Mus)im daily, what my vıews were on th c f utur 
existence as a Muslin ^ ess his vıews. He dıd so to t ı 
Dawn. I reques e <t ı oll people will not mind if £) atVfj . 
folloaving effect: S ^ As for me, I ahali be happy t0 co * 

ronverted ınto a nanonc t »> rt 

Zn into a Müslim natıonal trust 

. . ı _ la a d mv consent on the spot and that, f, 

1 told J htainline - “ So / hesaid ’ 
sure, Amir 3 would l ‘PJ) . gift to the natıon .” 4 

national trust from thıs day on. S 

, r Upn I left Karachi, I left with the conviction th at 

Therefore ^h I a nd was being printed for the usu a | 

Dawn was owned by thc tiyel ricke ty press ovvned by 

financial consıdeıa ıon ) ^. g im p reS sion remained with me 

the Haroons at apı ' , tke re p 0r t that Dawn had 

untıl I st * rt e \ n . it ı’ ace t he He ra İd was born. The reason 

for the change in name was given in «he issue of March In tk 
connection, f wrote a letter to Miss Jinnah, who was a Tntstee, o» 
March 19 , ı 9 Jo, an excerpt of which I produce below: 

My dear Miss Jinnah: 

L The Pakistan Herald Limited has published on page 7 of ıts issue of 

^ March 19, 19*0, in bold print an announcement that Messrs. Pakistan 
W Herald Limited, Proprietors and Publishers of Dawa, Karachi, hereb) 

W announce for the iııformation. of. 

I shall be grateful if you will be so good as to favour me avith the 
information as to how Daıvn becanae the property of the Pakistan Hera 
Limited of Karachi. 

I remember very clearly the Qaid-e-Azam telling me that in accordance 
with the talks that he has had with me and some others regarding Da ıvn, he a 
made a trust of that ne\vspaper. Even on the eve of my departure to assunıe 
charge of our Mission in Washington, when we discussed naany imp<> rtan j 
matters and cleared up a few of the old accounts and decided upon the disp<> sa 
of certain funds, he did not mention to me the sale or transfer of owners *p 
of the Dawn to the Pakistan Herlad. 1 write to ask if you are avvare of nıay 
transaction having taken place bctween the end of August, 1947, an ^ tınlC 
of his demişe which could have entitled the Pakistan Herald to clainı Do 


as its property 


• • • § 


With my best regards, 


Very sincerely y ourS> 

hassan 


3 

4 


ıe Raja Sahcb of Mahmudabad 


^X“oThi f D wU er t L th o Q , lid ' e M Azam ' ,he 

.1 Xh ,im« u'TS by the Sub-Registrar of Delhi <la,ed Novem'«' 
time I »a, m USA proiecting the case of Müslim India. 
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( 3 n t he 2nd of Apıil, 195^0 a statement bv JVliss iin n ,ı 
blished in the Herald , the gıst of vvhich read as under: 


“[t vvas with mixed feelings of regrct and relief that I found this morning 
t ha t Daıvn Iıad ceased to appear—regret ihat the paper founded by Oaid-e^ 
Azam, vvhich had played an important role in the fight for freedom and 
struggle for Pakistan as the true mirror of Müslim aspirations and fearlcss 
champion of their cause, should be no nıore after its existence for över 
nine years—relief at the thought that this suspension had made it crystal clear 
that Daıvn be'ongs to the nation and has dispelled the confusion that vvas 
created in the rninds of the people that it \vas the private possession of a few 

individuals. 


An application naade in the Sind Chief Court for the appointment 
of ımıtavallis since Qaid-e-Azam who was the sole Trustec had not nominated 
his successor, as envisaged in the Trııst Deed, was pending for nearly a year 
and the decision vvas announced about a fortnight ago. 


When I vvas in Lahore, I read an announcement in the Daıvn that the 
wakf knovvn as the Davvn Trust at no time possessed any proprietary interest 
in the nevvspaper Daıvn of Karachi. I emphatically refute this statement. 
Daıvn alvvays belonged to the Trust. 


....The spirit and method in vvhich the Daıvn has been suspended 
so unceremoniously are not vvorthy of those vvho claim to be the follovvers 
of the Father of the Nation. The honourable course for the publishers 
of the Herald vvas to approach the Trustees as successors of the Qaid-e- 
Azam and hand över the Daıvn to them. Their pıesent action clearly proves 
that their intent is to throttle Daıvn out of existence. . . . 


Clouds have darkened the horizon. İt is novv in the hands of the 
people to see that they soon pass avvay and Daıvn emerges önce again in 
ali its glory. Nobody can protect national vvealth better than the people 
themselves. Daıvn is the people’s vvealth bestovved upon them by the 
Qaid-e-Azam and I am confident that they vvill rise as one man to safe- 
guard this heritage from the doom that has been planned for it . 


On April 3, Altaf Husain replied to the statement editorially. 
It \vas a poor effort. The statement and the reply, I vvas told, created 
a public uproar and emotion rose so high that the editör and the 
publishers of Dawn were throvvn into a very uncomfortable and 
precarious position. So on the 4th, the Herald died as qııickly as it 
^ as bor n three days earlier and Dawn s body vvas exhıımed and brought 
back to life on that day, with the follovving announcement promınent v 
Ptsplayed in a red box on the front page ot the re-born Davvn. 



DAWN ZINDABAD 


The 


people vvant Daıvn. I give them back their Doıvn no one 
todi y than I. * 


is happi 


ıeı 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 

■ llıf . M _ 

The r*xto why the name was changed have been explained. - 

1 ,U . ' ^ııf must CllSrilSS arirl 


i 










The re as 01\S w l\y uıc uanm . . A . r . * ne$ e a , 

l i h -mnropriate authorıtıes must dıscuss and settle e 

matters whıch appıopı ™ 



themselves. 









{■ _ . 







In the meantime Dann rises again. May it dispel the gloom from the peo p l e . s 

hearts a S it has dispelled the gloom from «e. 

Dj ,vn avas never dead—it was not ıntended to d.e-ıt wıll not die. 




- 









Ali these happenings gave to me in Washington much pain. 





t 

Mv brother, Mirza Ahmad, \vrote to me from Dacca on 
about avhat bad suddenly taken place at Karachi and encfo^H a copy 
0 f the letter addressed by bini to one of our young men, Mirza Abbas, 
in Karachi askinç him to see Miss Jinnah in connection with Dam 
and assure her tbat Ispahanis \vould finance any scheme that would 
keep Daıvn alive and active. In his concluding sentence, he advised 

tlıe young officer thus: 



“Please do not delay as 
loss of time.” 


Dawn should be restored by the Trust without much 













û 1* P 

The above quotation further confirmed, if confirmatıon 
necessary, that Qaid-e-Azam must have also told my brother ^ 
my departure for USA on September i, 1947, that Dawn, lig 
consent of those who launched and financed it, had been conv 
into a National Trust. 











In view of the circumstances detailed above, : Dawtı> s0 
am concerned, was and stili is the nation’s daily newspaper, g 
nation by the three shareholders and by ali moral rig 
t o the nation and not to an individual or conıpany. 






' • - • i 1 ■ * | 


■ t. 



I 




L. - 
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famine 





• the second half of.943, that the Müslim Govern- 

It ««* m 11 : , bv t l le late Khwaja Nazimudd.n ıvas put under 

ment ot Beng.d 1 tact j cs c f the Hindu oppositıon. 


severe 




. r D „ı wa c nassing through famine and unprece- 

The Province o en ö ^ ^ uR of under _ n0 urishment and 

r^ ^ThecP es nd towns, particularly Calcutta were crowded 

- ,,h r< ;:r ™, "s î»; u.»...... 

S earch ot toATh rice . eatin? popu lation been educated 

toeat newand even more nourıshıng foodgraıns. i ne po P P 

it tas doled out to them. They did not know how to coolc chapat^ 

onıel ıvas served to the starved and emacıated, most ot them 
particularly the young, fell victims to acute digestıve and stomach 
troubles and died. Today, our East wing presents a uıfterent pıctxıre. 
Although the staple diet is stili rice, wheat and its products are no 
longer unknown. They are no w eaten, and this fact in terms o 
acute rice shortage vvill be a great boon to the Government and 
the people. The war was being waged with increasing intensity 
and Japan had göne throııgh South-East Asia as does a hot knife 
through butter, and having placed Burma under her heels, was 
bnocking at the very gates of India from Cox Bazaar on one side 
Imphal on the other. 






The Provincial Government was called upon by Delhi to carrv 

the Russian scorched earth policy and to make as little available 

-my as possible in the event he succeeded in invading Bengal. 

İ * e ma ^ n means of transportation in East Bengal, were burnt 
“ 1 — - 






. İ It was estimat d 

^red and fortt,,! ° ne hundred thousand died of stırvttion d'id approximately one 

|.j torlh tho **nd succumbed to tholera. ' T . T 
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_ _ c the P r, "-X 

p ovince- There ^ 

<T> a İ°V „ in ‘ he not only u "cult,va tt:r , 


iti 0,1 , , vV r ^ rC 


v ate f | 


«. “£”&» * J rc&> -fj >£?«. of f« 5 : 

tt wete stripped 0 ^ Bri d* > fam>o e Dist ressing reports . 
situation created oUght ^ proVU* ’ to reach Calcutta « 
japanese in the ^ viU^Je of each day. 

îlTlClı -fi 


Of 

and 


J a Pf eS nd ater, in. ^ g 6 ot eacn 

death through £ ^ roS e w>‘ Faz lul Haq/Shyama M 

th e fig 111 ' 68 0 , .—«ritude 0 __a parlv remedıal measures 


k 


p?t 


o! the J ine ptiw de of £ 'nd early remedial measuı* 
The negbg^to take »«*£*» in Bengal. This u „p„. 

fdded to the gtav f h w3S «ore f ]e as a whole, was ousted 

fnd keepıng ™ e wa s ent , time . The unfortunate 
and *! tKe ldmüdstration at * c province was called upon to 

and the chance rnme nt, notwithstanding the severe 

The Müslim League ithout loss of time. It was entrusted 
handicaps, went ınto ac ^ machinery at its disposıl 

with an^tremely drfficult.task. ^ ^ ^ ^ d B , 

ıt was in these extraordınarıly d.fficult clrc ™ L en 

ricPmerchants S«ı their dhposal an orgmisation thal Vj 

be set in motion by the pressing of a buttan, were cal ed ) 

the Governor and his Cabinet to step m and help m the p P 

hour of agony. Opinion among the Dırectors of the o P • ^ 

not unanimous as one considered Government s business was ^^^|| 

alone. Patriotic and humanitarian considerations, hovvever, o 

j rl . to 

ali considerations and Ispahanis stepped in and got dow 

. r>w-tt/İIl 




ol -the Pro vince 

Conditions were so bad and the food shortage m p r ov'in ce 

so great that nothing less than heavy imports from outside t e ^ tQ jjı t 

and from abroad and their qııick distribution could bring r ^jj a ^ 

sufferers and to the dying. Help from other paıts 0 j a ck |j 

both slovv in coming and meagre. War conditions ,P| 

safety at sea made speedy outside assistance alnıost inip 

South-Asian - • ■- ’ - 1 vvere 


İS * 1 


granaries, which were elose to Bengal, f r0 ıii 
y J a pan. And aid, even if ships escaped Japan s at ta< ^ e( j o 
? C0Lln tries, was as bad as having no aid at ali. .[^tecl 
our was rice to be collected and more speedily d» s - 

[ 


V 



—îü 
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ğrlas where noııe \vas available. East Bengal being a deltaic region 
? j t | ıe nıaiıı means of transportation being boats which had been 
dçstr°y c d m thousands in compliance with the Centre’s scorched 
earth policy, the speed of distribution was naturally slow. Ispahanis’ 
Itask was to purchase on behalf of Government rice where available 
in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and to ask Government to arrange its 
[transportation to deficit areas. For this work, the Company was 
-iven a nominal commission. 

Aftcr weeks of activity, a whispering campaign was started in 
I Oalcutta \vhich spread like wild fire and later developed into violent 
iattacks on the Müslim League Government for having created the 
-fimıine in association with Ispahanis. The Opposition m the Legıs- 
l.tnre the Hindu Mahasabha, led by Dr. Shyamaprasad Mukerjee 
and the Forvvard Bloc led by the pompous Sarat Chandra Bose (elder 
brother of the late Subhas Chandra Bose) and Dr. N. Sanyal a vocıferous 
member of the Assembly, spearheaded the onslaııght. They attacked 
■«he Governor, a simple, honest and God-fearıng Englıshman. ey 
Bf -.t hammer and tongs for the Muslini League Government an 
7 ı han § 0 f their propaganda, truth was not important 

I S pahams 11 l - P * ]ie P as P ft § en and as loudly as they could 

What mattered was to utter . 

in the hope of making at leastT*?™ giant the Muslims 
in Bengal was Urge and powerful £ g-^ fewer 

of the Provınce had lıttle to show The Hindu nevvspapers 

their circulation comparatıve > h ') 1U ^^“ ss/Mah<lsabha in the Bengal 
gave unstinted suppo S nroceedings ol the 

Assembly. They publıshe re P 01 ^ speeches delivered by 

Legislature, reports m j. with t h e aim of discrediting 

Hindus which were packed w 1 ^ indlvjdua l s . The utterers 

the Government and certaı * P par liamentary privilege 

ofthe lies in the Legislature wer p were “nıerelv reporting 

and so were the publishers sl e rep0 rts were caref ^ 1 )'' 

the privileged speeches . A^ded ^ ^ ^ whjch add ed 

ıvorded ııınuendos by th p na ked untruths. Yes, the 

further fuel to the fire of ıvanton c ‘ t0 discredit and 

Congress and Mahasabha m Bengz sup p 0r ted it loyally m 
destroy the Müslim League ^nd tho^e ^ car PP whether the means 
more ways tlıan one. The Hıncı 
they adopted were lair or foul. 

i . ■ ı fnr some months adding to 

A blisteriııg fire was maıntaıne t h e i r utnıost to 

the difficulties of those who were endeavoı g 


i 



D I 

---' |. ..„,ı Asre lodid in Uı J u. 

* Star of İndi a, Morning News in English, Azad in Benga t 


Scanned by CamScanner 




86 


c And to save lives. It was during this t j m 

reduce dıştı t s ‘ grea t wor j ( f or t ] le p e 0 pj e Q p tat ^ 

Shaheed Suhrawa y ^ 0 f j nn0 cent lives. It was at fkf a *< 


baheed ouı *housands ot ınnocent ıives. ıt was at thf 1 a N 

V» .»j «■* p~ -7 «"i»i; 

also that tnc _ _f^ninor t-he flames of susmam,— 8 5 


ue 
t* îs 


nuu - i n r . ° uu 

„ lf , Tlıey vvere fannıng tlıe flaıııes of suspıcion and w 
enemy ageı • demo l is hing tlıe structure of confidence whi c h ^ 
at tlıe same ^ of war Ispahanis were blamed for creatim, A 

famine"and what was their erime? They were, in accordancelj 

Government request, purehasing nce and paddy m surplus ar eas a „ d 
sending the grains to the areas m dıstress. To create a famine b 


1 


:sn; ^ m ^3^ 0 

fushing it to the deficit areas to arrest deaths through starvation, was 
prim fide absürd and a purely mischievous piece of thinking. The 
total purehases of Ispahanis on behalf of Government amounted to an 
insignificant fraetion of the total shortage of well över a million tons 
which had resulted İrom various majör factors given above. 

The talk and propaganda that famine was the creation of the 
Muslini League Government of Bengal and Ispahanis was too absürd 
for any sensible man to believe. Even Hindu political leaders 1 ike 
Dr. Mukerjee and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose admitted in private that 
the\ weıe fighting a political battle with no restriction on the choice 
o \%eapons. Each time facts and figures 2 were given in reply to the 

Z\th ^ ff reSp ° nS A İbIe statenıen ts of the Opposition in the Assembly 
HindıTsnLrh* • As 1 bave stated earlier, the Hindu press reported 

to me to sit with Cn ■ * bcnc ^ es - It was particularly paınful 

lies fahricated bv the'^r^ *** tbe Assembly and listen to nıasses 
These leaders were determ.Tf ' and Mahasa bha political factory. 

ıvT nte ki by the inc ° rr uptibirp- to evade facts which were atiy 

late A b a , e and ha rd-workina mİ"' 6 Mlnister > Khıvaja Nazimuddin, 
^ S»ddiqlfJd ör r ’ H ' S - Suhrawardy. and the 

challenged the's r ', Abdur Rahman ^a S .t >ea * <;ers f ™m Government 

™ ke «atemenr ers ° f the Opp^'H* and I more than önce 
Legislature. But te^^,° UtSİde *e proterl- 0 " t0 . be bo,d enough » 

CîTcuûr r de ° utside thTchtmb g regret ' such^f leged waiis ° f th f e 

faîthfully and P n t,CUlar and elsewh r ' And tla e Hi statements 

in tiıe Hoıı. P'° mi n e ntly rc lere in p eril . . ndu- °wned press of 

Cder the ö,-,-.,. was uttered 

P tecti °o of privilege- 


***" on Octob « ıa 

943 > a V/ln 


Per r ef üti 


^ <110 l)AscIe s i , 
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i ha ve narrated the story of the famine in Bengal, solely with 
RE bjcct of recording tlıe reaction of the Qaid-e-Azam. He was 
P*\ an j collected ali through. Ali the hullabaloo created in Bengal 
î i ,vt disturb hini much. We, however, were nıost unhappy; 

*V u |arly the Ispahani brothers. My elder brother, Mirza Ahmad, 
P® 1 1 to Bombay to see the Qaid to teli him ol our embarrassment 
'ÜS'to «eek his advice. The Qaid heard him attentively and advised 
K* m his return to Calcutta to keep on furnishing facts and not 
to heart the agitation of our sworn enemies. Being young and 
*** *-»nal by nature, I suffered a severe nervous breakdown and I 
tbeholden to the late Dr. B. C. Roy, a really great man, a great 
3111 - n a fanıous doctor ofmedicine and an admirable administrator 
Ed^ndustrialist, who became Chief Minister of West Bengal after 
Partition and died in July 196?, for saving my life. 

\Yhen my health improved, I saw the Qaid in Bombay and told 
,. kmv bitteriv I had felt the undeserved humiliatıon and kıcks 
Vch Isnahanis had got instead of receiving thanks for the service 
Aev hKdered dfring a period of grave crisis. His reply was 
Fv , _., ote him “You are too emotional for a polıtıcıan. Y 

must leam to control youı teeiıngs. ny 1 

E.™ SİS fS 

•o.h The Opposition pioked out 

lo scare you boys om of yom ' v ' s foijoooo ere one of the 

(rom the League. The Hindu Jf m0 nev which increases 

strong limbs of the League an t at 1 1 ) ' ou t, they think 

the strength of the League m en § * , They are fools. They 

that they will cripple the League m *- g c ' a wake and is behind 
refuse to see or admit that Müslim Bengal is novv aw e an ^ 

the League. They vvill soon see their error. Do 
stop ’vvorrying”. 

1 II the medicines and tonics 
This talk was for me betteı t ıan a hattered health. 

which had been administered to me to res 0 j t hat was not to e 

learned one more lesson from my g ıeat had no skeletons to 

too sensitive in politics, particularly wıen ^ courag e anC ^ ea 

^İde in his cupboard and to face opponen 
them blow for blow. 1 *™^" ' . 


nor 


,. 1 (-he Muslin League 

The Qaid was right agaın. grace, both wellt 

Ispahanis receive a setback. By 
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H v establısned. The 
e ven tua ^ ecan1c the föllowin« 

m India for ni y 

lortant letters of the timi 


qAID-E-AZAI" 

ı Pakistan > ' aS . C \-.rçreT becaıı 
strcngth to strength am ^ kbecame> t ^ Q f Musli 

ro oreviolent thı ^'^“greater th< s £ m £nportant 1'"'-- -. 

of the Lcague and tl - Z^ eT?a fro» J an d myself wh ch describ e 

'T-'rJreCch^cd *"?%'%£*>' gripP*^ - *» d --gthe 

we p~« 1 

horrible da) 2oth Septcmber, 









i Mr T i rUi^H: 

M > . ,u 0 nposition leh by Shyama Prasad Mukerjee 

Whilc rnud-slinging by tn j I thft cleaa name of Ispahani to dust 
continues, >vhile »ttempt: by Govemme nt continues to give smashing 

continues with unaUtcd u ), the Hindu pre ss and the by nem ageıtcies 

renlies to both, wh.le pu ^ utteraaces 0 f the Opposıtıon, while 

continues to be gn en £ of the Government side of the case by these 

there is partıal or toU cq ance , I see bad days ahead, days t hat no 

very Instruments ® w hatever be its composition, can prevent from 

Government m i ’ are take n and serious efforts are made by the 

davvning, unless t , \ s ato Bengal a large and continuous flow of 

Central Government is for the Government 

foodgraıns fr ° n \P ro 3 tQ sit up an d take serious note of the situation 

los fasT developing in Bengal. They must arrange to release freight space 

!r the carriagc of foodgrains in large q uan«ities, from countr.es that have, 
for the c g s ^ ted aboye> no Government ın our Province can 

SUI "f US ' a m irade_none can produce rice sufficient to feed the people when 

there^Thttle^r nothing availV i foresee dreadful days ah.d. May i e 
vvrone' I apprehend that we shall pass through a hornb e cr ‘ sıs > * he 1 k 
vvhich has not be en. recorded, between ı S th of October and 1 jth of Decemb • 

The Food position is not improving. The Ministry m 
a province that can spare the food, is busy pickıng holes and § t0 me 
with Bengal instead of helping her to the tülleş t exte ^j , ia choturam 
that Khizr Hayat Khan is completely under the thumb o t ^ 

who is o ut, for political reasons, to embarrass and not to 

men t ^ 

Unless those who can help and in them 1 inelude w j d be t urn ' d 
India, Churchill and Roosevelt, help \vithout de ay, g m aj° rlty 

into a graveyard and it should not then suı oı ise anyon census js taken- 
in the Province turns into a minority \vhen t te n gjs. 

1 • her Itour ot 

I am sure you can conıe to the aid of ^eng Canno 1 )0 

Cannot you contact Khizr and the Viceroy <> . ıen cy ot ^ 

the attention of Churchill and Roosevelt m.n?d has becoı»«j’L 
Cannot you demand immediate relıofı^ ^ounden d ut )' 
of defence against the Japanese. It is t te ^ ^ _ 

i; d 

- u ■ th e A%U ^ 

in Wrtt-U War TF Wİ10 foUÜnt 


v» 


, l 


■_ 






jHT ı 



- 


/ • 






■yi 
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her aitl? They should bring rice and wheat from the 
hfations to co ^ da ^ Austra | ia w ho have more than they need. 

USA, Brazı , 

, ljn v of our leaders here will refuse to strike so pessimistic 

Per Tlu« done. Bat in keeping mth my practice of pouring out 

a n0 ,'° '? VOU I am writing these lines. Please forgıve me. 
nl y lıeart to )ou, o 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

i 8th October, 1943 

M y dear Mr. Jinnah: 

, am e nclosin» a cartoon that appeared in the Jv 3 ar,,cr dated 7 th October, 
The LnL is the Bengali edition of the Amit. Baran, Pamia 
,94J ,'j th e same concern. İt shows to wh« depth, of degradat.on 
l»li,ics ta Bengal can go. The cartoonist actually makes fun of h,s go 

and aoddesses. 

* - S i:rr 

iü Tüsst: 

those ta distress feel that the League ,s domg some good service. 

I am dad to inform you that vvlıen our next Bulletın ıs 'ssued, " e 
slull publish the fact that’ six.y free gruel and m.lk cen.res W been 
established throughout Bengal by the Muslım Chamber of Corn™ 
These Centres will feed about 38,000 persons a day Th.s *“‘ f *, 
achievement. Our work on this scale is made poss.ble bccause of the re 

nıittances ive receive frona ali över lndia-thanks to your very kmd appeah 
I have one satisfaction and it is that not one pıe of the money 
being wasted or misappropriated by anvone. 

With kind regards to Miss Jinnah and yourself, 

Very sincerely yours, 

IHHl HASSAN 



MOUNT PLEASANT AOAO. 

MALABAfl KUL 


23 rd October 190 . 


^ Dear Hassan, 

Uany thanics for your letter of the 181h of October alon& 
^ r,e enclosed cuttlng showlng the cartoon İn Jlfl^antoT, but 1 


4 ^avvabzad 


a Liaqat Ali Khan. 


lı 
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QAID 


-E-AZAM as I KNEW HIM 


v BBnga ı„ 1 * not 60 çod 66 to rollow thls u nUes 

Afrold, W 

uowever, I *ept İt and would lik e 

explaln it to me. 



t0 kno 


yo u 

VI 




it tueûJifl 


tftat 

whlch 


aıı s 

ejn gjad that the League Leaders are now İn fiengal and 
yotl peoplo ere doinS ali you can to relleve the 6ufferln 6? 
from ali eceounte are really terrlble. 

I hsve recelved a cneque for «i. 10,00ü/-, donatlon from His 
eajeety, Un 6 İbne fiaud, «Men I hay» dlapatched and I a» 

_1 mm .. ♦ 4 1 A m, ad rp 


h&ppy 


to 


Uajesty, tung ıww - 

knov* from you tnat the money is properly utilized. .The »Orking 
Co/oittee as you kno* is going to meet on the 13th and the Councıi 
of the Aİl-India Müslim League meets on the I4th of'Noveaber and 
by tnat time we should be in a better posltlon to know how and 
vnere ve stand. I aıu avvaltlng the report of Nawab İsmail Khan 
and Navvabzada Liaquat Alı Khan, who are no ur touring Bengal * e 
diJİ do ali v;e can to help Bengal. 

as regards the ecandaloU6 aılegatlons agamst ytfur firm aİ60 İ6 
fnatt.r triat \.c -hail cohsiaer, but it seonıs to me from thifî dis- 

t#nCe ’ nat f ° r the present we should lgnore them anu treat thenı with 

any further attempt of mudsilnging İs made ogainst 
the lntegrity of your firm, we 

ail eee »hat can be donb» 1 ö* YÖ 

have followed it verv iro^ » 

Te ry keenly and cr ı + » 

reports end J flnd that u ^ tta ° U « h 

nenle are maklng , polu “ ‘’ eeri sh0Im **>«* ° ur W °' 

6dd m»ııı »nich l6 *' “ 41111 “ 13 dUe *° " 4İ1C ' I 

propaganda. höy mUs t fail i n their dis* 1011 


«İth yery ih,4 regards 


nyrself. 


of 


you 


rro ® Ml»« Jinnaü 


Hassan Ispahani, Esq. 
5, Caoao Street, 

Calcutta. 
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My 


de< ır 


jVlr- J‘ nn 


alı 


1 


thank y oU 


i lH . pr 0 f t he 2 ?rd instant, received on the 27th 
for yo ur ıeııcı ^ 



cartoon when we meet. 



idem- • • 

, jlıall expiain <he J^ntcr 

^ for Rs ro.ooo/- has not yet been received. İt must be 
Your cheque ° ^ to ’ uchi t ] ıe three lacs mark in cash donations 

on wa y* l in kinci donations to the Chamber Fund. I am glad that 
and ^^ebTnd Nawabzada are pleased with the work that is being done. 




a p ffir ds the scandalous allegations agaınst our firm, I thınk suffi- 
sa id and there seems to be a lull for sometime. It ıs, of 
CİCnt f r vou and the League to decide when they meet in Delhi whether 
r S :; v ,d of unstinted service to the cause and to the people ıs silence 
1 , ! ‘ word of protest. So far as the Bengal Ministry goes, it has repeatedly 
hınded us bouquets and has openly acknowledged our sacrifices and Services 
hecause they know that but for our service they vvould not have remaıned m 
fhce so lonff. But the Ministry is called partisan and their utterances and 
statemer.ts afe denied publicity even by “non-political” news Services like 
the A.P.I. Fancy the A.P.I. from here sending the factual statement of 
Suhraıvarcİy regarding Ispanahis on the ı8th of October and yet not a single 
neıvspaper in "the \vhole of India bar Calcutta, publishing it. It is now 
found that the fault lay with the A.P.I. office in Bombay. The Bombay 
office of the A.P.I. has struck us belovv the belt. The Government of 
Bengal are taking up the matter with the A.P.I. here and A.P.I. \vill reply 
that they have transmitted the message in its entirety. Bombay chokes every 
speech or statement in favour of the League and seems to give the fullest 
publicity to every utterance or statement of our enemies and yet the A.P.I. 
claims to be non-political. So much tripe and rubbish have filled the 
columns of every “Nationalist” paper in India regarding Ispaharis’ transactions 
and dealings. When replies are given and nebulous charges are met and the 
allegations smashed to smithereens, they do not publisb them. This is 
neither fair nor decent. The A.P.I. Bombay certainly ovvesan explanation. 

“ the Müslim League High Command cannot come to the assistance 
or oes not defend those who serve the cause and the people and fight 

Aı sucd unc ^ ean tactics, who will? And who will dare to serve when 
caıied upon? 


h kind regards to Miss Jiıınah and yourself. 


Yours very sincerely, 

HASSAN 


İn re I . ■ . 

ea ding ^/-ived a re-assuring letter dated November 1943 








n g »s under: 


<c 




• • • Let 


riev er desert thos aS ? Ure ^ ou ^at tHe Muslini League High Command wi 
les itation to ad ° ° re ° uı *°y a l friends but in this case, there can be 
° rds . and fal se measures to r epell ‘unclean tactics’ to use your ovvn 









are made”. 
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qaid-e-azam as i knew h 


im 



i / r Mr. P. N. Kaul, Deputy High Commi«;„ -3 

In early '9 ’ ,' t0 I11C a t the Moroccaıı National Da«ft, ner f »t 

India in Pakıstaj 1 » * |ıld rea( J a „ interesting article i n one^r 1 ' 0 '' 
and told mc y f , ndja in w hich my name and Services ap B( ,‘ l ’ e 
rveekly M K . Kirpalani, a former I.C.S. 

r mİ r^' the vvritcr of the article. At my re q uest, M r. ^ 
Bengal, 'vas twQ d s İster, markıng the relevant p orti J 

sent ıııe the m.g. - epilogue to the happenings vvhich 

which I quote helow a an P g 
mc beyond measure at the 


Pained 


THE ILLUSTRATED V/EEKLY OF INDİA 


Septenıber 6, >9^4 


THE I.C.S. AND 1-6 


By Moti K. Kirpalani 


The secoııd assignment presented serious difficulties O™™ 

indhe'Tnterior ancj 'gua.ded against damp, pilferage, damage by ınsects. 
W e failed to find any ageney that could help. 


Time was pressing and the Govemor, Sir John Herbert, called o 
one dayand said: “You have got to do something; you must act quıc y. 


j • A 

I think I was fortunate then to chance upon a man of great dnve an 
resource, Mr. M.A.H. Ispahani, who had the necessary organisation, har y 
men and ready cash to undertake the task. We settled on the terıııs, w ıc 
were approved by the Government. 


Later the deal with Ispahani came in for serious eriticisin at the hands 
of the Finance Minister, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee, and otbers. h 
is easy to be vvise after event. Ispahani blazed the trial which others follovved. 


It may be of interest to note that Mr. Moti K. Kripalani was a 

lıı and an İndian Givil 'hpı-mnt _ ı ı . ı ı 0* 


11 indu and an İndian Civil Seıvant with an unblemished reeor 
integrity. Having been in an important chair at the time of tl,e 
Bengal fanime and having hac] top secret Information available to İd" 1 
and not being particularly a Muslim-lover but, nevertheless, a hi? 
mınded person, he has chosen to record facts as were knoıvn to 
The only error he has made is i„ the initials which 


* 


hi 


m. 




have bcen M. A. (Mirza Ahmad, my elder brother) instead of M.A-H 
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MORE ABOUT THE MAN 
















inip 


Mohaınmed Ali Jinnah was a man of slender build and gave the 
ossion that a sliglıt touch vvould throvv hım off physical balance. 

7 \ nni sn 1 . 7 lınııah 11 rx ^ t i 




l . l » . |-.1J JU,Q1 Udldnce. 

, ilicorrect appraisal. Though he looked emaciated, he 

and courageous. When he was approaching the age of 

_n ^^/İTanCfPn \\n f n nrnrh i J 1_ 1 1 't 


7*his Avas an 

-yjs strong a..^ -- 0 A i -•****£, «gc uı 

3, ntv and was exhausted with work that would have broken the 


seveiuv aııvj uıvıvvn tııc 

back of a man thirty years younger, he met the unexpected dagger 
^fctack of a young Khaksar fanatic, bearing the name Rafique Saber, 

t ı.,\. ,-ocıVl^nrp in Rombav in the last wppI of TnKr 


;aCK uı J Ö- ’ - t> “" 1U ^ Jvcunj 

his residence in Bombay in the last week of July, 1943. 


I wrote to him from Calcutta on July 28 as below : 


My deaı* Mı*. Jinnah: 

Providence has been most merciful to the Muslims of India for having 
spared your Üle by giving you the presence of rnind to parry the assassin’s 


dagger. 


May you recoveı* speedily and m?y you live long to guide and serve 
your people.... 06 


. ...My brother Mirza Ahmad must have called on you. 


With kind regards, 


Your s very sincerely, 

HASSAN 


He relieved my anxiety by replying on August 3, as under: 


My dear Hassan: 


Many thanks for your telegram and your ietter. Don’t vvorry. Thank 
wishe- 1 am alrİ§ht ’ more wllen we meet. Thanking you for your good 



i,, 1 ' vas ^ ere ant * i l ıa d a long talk with him and he has left for 

anr w ili soon be in Calcutta and teli you ali about it. 


With kindest regards from Miss Jinnah and myself, 



Yours sincerely, 

M.A. JİNNAH 
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The young man came to scc him with nım-do • 

r 34 hisfobi 




goai. Sceing no one arouncl, he whipped out his Uifü , 
tovvards the Qaid. 1 lıe Qaid, who was giftcd v\i 11, ' 0j|, l rı| u ^ 

mind, spontaneously strctchcd his long arm and g 0 t h 0 | ( j f prcSe nce 0 
assassin’s wrist, hcld it down wilh the strength he *- 
called out to his Assistant Secretary, A. Y. Syed, who vvas^ 88 ^ an, i 
room. The culprit vvas apprehended and the iaw court a lntaene xt 

the punishment he richly deserved Tor his coward!y attack ^ 
eldeıdy and respecled persoıı. ° n an 


a 


The Qaid told me that he had retained his calin througho j, 
dastardly attack and acted as if nothing worth mentioning had tak/ 
place. To us and to the rest of India, he had proven that he JaT 
brave man and physically strong for his advanccd age. 

Bv precept and practice, Mohammed Ali Jinnah has shown that 
not only can life bc clean but that political life and the life ofastates- 
man can also be immaculate. He has demonstrated that to evengaina 
vital objective lor the people whom one serves, one has not to resort 
to dubious methods. To him the cause ahvays took precedence över 
Se ' wore himself out and died because self, as it concerns the 
average politician, veteran or new convert, did not concern him. It 
was the cause and the goai vvhich mattered. 

I can narrate several incidents vvhich I had the privilege to 

erve ( uring the ycars that 1 vvorked as his political disciple. I shall 
çite just one. r r 

Legishtiir aL^'m 1946 ’ T hen thc P° st "war elections to the Benga 1 

Müslim Chamber of Com ^ and 1 was a candidate for 
for a dear friend of mine Kİ ^ Ca,cutta ’ havin g made ^ 

constituency vvhich I had repreJent ^p 0ruddin > in the South Calc , utt * 
before the closing of the nominal-• ^ f r ° m 1937 untiI I946, Tw ° ^ 
much to the surprise of c U or , on date » a member of the Chamber* 

Haji Davvood, filed his nominat* Caders like the ,at e Sir Adamje e 
standing persuasion and pressu,-' 1 | Paf>eiS as a candidate. NotvvitH' 

K: 1 ’-Cısed to withdraw. 

İt was at this time that Oaid a 

Calcutta. One evuning, j ust as | le ^rived to stay with in 

drıve.Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. one of our retu ' ned lıonıe after 

friend, rushed in with the news that he ^ e ‘ e f an politicians and an ol d 
opponent and had final y succeeded i„ pe, "' a 'ong talk vvith m/ 
condıtıon that I rcfunded to him R s . 2j o/ d ', n g *>im to rvithdravv û» 

nioney deposited b)' 


Scanned by CamScanm 





ûi i. \, .. 

- : 








95 



MOHH ABOUT THE MAN 


u > Qaid, vvho had not 


(> 


,ı< 


ı ! n n I hc ' MIUj \’ * ,u ıu vı 

1 ..«.fXdWı.pest his. f. 

11,111 said, *' Mv t . u ow cam e his admomtıon. 


ıh*' ; İM.I »*<'• bow <*mc his admonition. 

I."","S'*!; , ,,1 al row rt '* 1 * .. L, Kı-ihe, to pct a candidatc 


I sM vı . m arı-ü'v re^ • , ıu ı irec tly bribe to get a candidatc 

"f.> ■■ önce that his offer is r^Jecttd. 

, r\.l,ı IK-VOI • 


n^;W n<», v\ 

II "Ü 1 ” hım 

i |a« s * ın 


1 1 


, rL ,,| slıakcn lor » moment but 


Ih" 
lif 


Rahnvm Sİ«Wİ«1 appe. ^ wou|J conve y the ÇM’s 

.T ,t 5 ? X 

• <’ d / \ I 


11 ıvubl" l,ıaM U c.ivo Moral.ty m pum,^ « — 

•' » wn j becaıısc if Y«« do sometlnng svrongm 

b-«*»t lh>n ü" t. more people who depeod on you . Ol 


ılK 
.ililin 


11 .. i‘..-ı far more peop 

1 ■ İİ1 '' ' Ü J- l,ow coul‘1 1 do othervvise? 
I a «reed, no w 


, . wi> h eltl in due course and not one vole, not even 

lwck ' 1 , v « tası in his ballot box. 


t hat ol mv <>Pl ,onc 

I , ,ii„„ Kanii Dwarkadas’s book* reccntly, I realised that 

Lhat^d haîp^-hed, hc had also practised in his oun poht.cal 


" l„ Kanji Dvvarkadas’s svords, I narrate: 


„ 16 Jurnal. was a candidatc lor «he Central Ug.slat.ve Assembly 
hm ti* Moliammedan Con.ti.ue, rey in Bombay. He was over-confident 
ofsuccess and took no pains to organ ise an elcctıon campaıgn. Ruttıc 
Sir Puı shottanıdas Tlıakunlas and 1 w e re vvorried and amused at Jınnah s 
over-confidence becausc ali the time Jiırnah was saying 'The eleetorate 
is ou its trial’. Iıv ıhc cini, Sir Purshottanıdas and 1, theıcfore, canvassed 
forvotes lor l.im İroni the captains ol a Steamslıip Company. What happened 
on ılıe eleetion day is worth rccordiııg. (,Hıite unasked, Jinnah s Hindu 
friends sent him al least ioo cars to eııablc hini to get his Muslini voters to 
tho polling booths. Thcy \vrote to hini that ovving to the Comnıunal 
dectoratcs, tlıey could not cast their votes lor hini hut tlıey vrould at least 
«o sonıe service to tbe Motherland by helping hini to \vin the eleetion by 
sJ'itıg Kim their cars. The rest of llıe stor’y is told in ıny letter of the 7 th 
üvembc h 1 94 î> to the ‘Bombay Chronicle’: 


ı i 




W ili 


Birici’ '° U P easc h‘t ıııc correct a mis-statement which appeared in 
two dead ; CS a *^ u chronicle ol 31-d Novenıber? He says that about 
fortheJvioK ^h. Hussenblui Laljce who vvas contesting the eleetion 
"'bildrew j n ^ lîecai1 se< B Irom the City lor the Central Legislative Asseınbly 
c * ec tion. xi\i s U1 Jhtnalı in spite of the fjıct tlıat he was vviııning the 

not tiue. These are the facts. There w ere three 


I Mcı -Jinıuh. FW l ''"'' l<,ra ' 9 > 3 - 93 , („ 66) . 
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caıvdictues—Mr. Jinnah, Mr. Salebhov BırodavvaDa and Mr. Hussenbhof 
Laljee. Rv 10 in the morning. there vvas no doubt as to whnt the resuf t 
\vould bc, as tor everv ten votes that Mr. Jinnah vvas getting, the other tvy Q 
candidates w e re lnrdly getting tour. Before mıd-day, Mr. Barodavvalfo 
apnroached Mr. jinnah and suggested that Mr. Jinnah should request him to 
w i t hd ra w as then it would make it easy lor him to vvithdravv. Mr. Ji ftnab 
vcn polıtelv said that it was not for him to ask him to withdraw and he did 
not mind his cam ing on the hght t ili the cnd of the dav. W ithin half an hocr, 
Mr. BarodavvaUa vvidvdrevv. A little later, Mr. Hussfnbhov Laljee vvho 
realised thıt Nlr. Jinnah vvas scoıing heavilv, approached him vvith a reqıiest 
that he ntight be asked to vvithdravv. Mr. Jinnah told him to carry on and 
he vvould not ask him to vvithdravv. Votes vvere recorded right till l ate 
in the afternoon and Mr. Jinnah had a thuınping majority ag.ainst the tvvo 
otltcr candidates.” 











When lauded lor his reputation for incorruptibility, the Q a id 
vvould retort that those vvho praised did not please or honour him. 
To him it vvas natural for human beings to be honourable and 
impeccahle in their dealinçs and ımnatural to be othervvise. 


Mohammed Ali Jinnah vvas a tough task master. He drove 
himself as hard as he drove others. If something had to be done, it 

J “"J ^ a « « — I _ I _ _ T Î ^ I — a. 1 - — a. - A. — _ — j—m Â- 1 1 


UMUOVyU «M 11UI U 11^ UlU>t 11 Lİ11I lg I ICUJ. LU UC Uüilt, İL 

had to be done quickly. He had no time to vvaste. Food, rest and 
sleep had to vvait their tum. İt vvas his uroe to foroe ahead vvith his 

.e _ _-V- ı _ ® _ 1 1 • C r 


uuu »uıt uıtıı LLiıu. a m ao 1113 tu 1U1UC aiicau \vilfj 

vvork as speedily as possible vvhich prevented him from eating and 
resting at the right hour and vvhich, in later vears, sapped his energ) 
laster than he could replace. It vvas this overtaxation ol his naturallv 
frail body, particularly during the last fevv vears of his life, that made 
him an easy victim ol tuberculosis, vvhich ailment took him to his 
grave. I remembeı servants announcing lunch or dinner vvhen he vvas 
busy discussing a problem or dictating a draft or a letter. He vvould 
ta'e no notice. His sister, Miss Fatima Jinnah, tired of vvaiting for her 
brother, vvould sometimes put in an appearance and say that the food 
uas getting cold. He vvould politely reply, “ J u st a fevv more minutes” 
or say Go and start and I shall join you in a vvhile”. But the little 

tb, ° r l r mC , d İnt ° 3 İ0n S Nvhile - Hc had to do his vvork first and 

then thmk of food and other things. 






a C curacv j W1S * met * cu lously methodical man and insisted en 

have time f C ^ no .P atience with vagueness. He eaually did 
ne h 1 ; 0 l0 b ? h ° r r ld , tC ! ,erate a -oolliminded person. Wi«h 

İİŞS İ*" «*- *• 5 — » 




2 * 


be H hâd no time für sentiment. He »PP eareJ ^ 

■ of a rea,lst doun-to-eartK man. He did n<>t p»* 




• t 





j i 
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t 

l 


ımatüI e which sought to befriend everyone or m love many. By 
HL he Nvas inci ineci to be reserved, although he changed s ü B- 

HfcUv ' n reS P cc * duli »g tbc cdos ' n g stages ot his life. İKİ 

? *3 , Irv few, indeed. Love to him was not a 
ovecı vt v , ı i n i 

'^h»c'h he could g»ve away m baskettuls. 


fe. He 


cheap conunodity 




, •> ‘ ; 


l remember Khvvaja Nazimuddin, member of the All-India 
Müslim League Workıng Committee and a respected political figüre of 
Bengal, being taken seriously ili at New Delhi in the first week of 
April, i 94 (5> ^ re vveıe symptoms ol a mi İd heart attack..He vvas 
rushed to hospital and admitted as a private patient. Having hearcl 
thatlıis illness was serioııs, while \ve were at Mr. Jinnah’s residence, 
the Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad and 1 decided to visit our stricken 
friencl and colleague and told Mr. Jinnah ot our proposed visit to the 
hospital and enquired if he vvould like to visit Khwaja Nazimuddin 
as well. We were rudely shocked and tongue-tied \vhen we heard 
him say that if he took to v isi ti ng the sick and ailing önce, he vvould 
have to devote most of his time to this duty and vvould not have 
cnough hours in vvhich to do his important vvork upon vvlıich the 
futuıe of the Muslims of the sub-continent depended. After uttering 
these vvords, he svvitched his attention back to the pile ot papeıs 
vvhich surrounded the green leather chaiı* in his study. We lef t his 
room disappointed and vveııt to the hospital to find, much to our 
surprise, Khvvaja Nazimuddin pacing up and dovvn his room and as 
cheerful as a lark. He greeted us vvith the happv nevvs that nothing 
had göne vvrong vvith his heart and that he had sııftered ironi indigestion 
resulting from his indiscreet behaviour at the dining table. 

Mr. Jinnah vvas gifted vvith an inexhaustible store ol vvill povver. 
Önce he decided upon a course ot action, no persuasion or argument 
would distract him from that course. İf, for example, he decided 
*° §° somevvhere or not to take nıore thaıı a quantity fixed by him ot 
tood or other relreshnıent, no anıount ol persuasion and no temptation 
vvould vvring a change in his resolve. He had so disciplined himself 
^ ®t he could, vvithout stress and strain, resist ali temptations and 
P eadings. Yet, hard and deteımined as he vvas, his hardness vvas 
ccasionally Iineci vvith sentiments and appreciation. 1 shall not torget 
inc 'dent vvhich bromdu to the fore this little-knovvn facet ot his 
la cter. I shall narrate it: 



It 



. 



■ *, 


İŞ 

ı . . . 
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annı/î^ WaS an even 'ng session of the All-lndia MuSİlBa 

and n SeSSİOn at Delh * İn I943 ‘ The Raja Saheb L ° ^ a Tl a for 

V tw®W ed vvith Mr. Jinnah and Miss Fatinıa Jinnah and as £ j 

e bcement ot the session vvas tası approaching, vve too v 

t • .f' MM »i m’l - küv* ! î 

—* L- Ntf ' ı , .. . , * u y ^ 29 * 
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to 


, • mır Sears as members of the Worki np r f 

g» l,e . "ı ln ste 3 d of saying “Go ahead”, he 

Mh to accompanv him and M i» ji nn ^ 

'* k - Ht T S command came as a great surpr.se to us both 
sessen, m - ^ (|rove t0 the sessıon m the sa me ca Vç > ol 

r ur rinci İter'illııstrioııs brother. On alighting at the gateVi" 
Sal,'the Raja and I stopped to perm,t our leader to ma i hi J' 
Lal spectacular entrv, accompamed by his s, ster, amida, thun( > 
cheers and anplause from the gathenng of över a lakh, »el c( , m ^ 

, O 


eers’and applause from the gatnenng o. över a lakh, we ] co ^ 
theirhero and their leader tvho ıvas fighting the British and the Hi n ,|"* 
to establish for them a homeland in the sub-continent. To 0 > 
astonishment, the Qaid did not move fonvard. He asked us botlj 
joinhim and Miss Jinnah and ordered that \ve foıır should vvalk i n 0 n 
line. As we covered the distance of about one hundred yards nhich 
separated the gate from the dais, he turned to one of us and uithao 
expression full of cheer said: “My boys, are you not delighted tosa 
Hith a spectaclc? See the largo crowd assemhled toniaht? Have we 
" 0t g, '° Wn tremendo usly in a short time? I vvanted you both to 

service^vLıT S ° ^ * COu ^ s ^ 0w mv appreciation of the 
to the nLjle”'°w' e rendered to the League and also to sho\v tha 
«•*1 our ears. This vvarm gesture, 

ur >expected but it ceı . taj I °c t C ° C anc matt er-of-fact, \vas totally 
,ds ° had, avithin his f ra j| p '* demonstrate that the man of iron 

I 1l0 ’ 1 ^ u,man and appreciating hcart. 

01 rebte a "° ther ‘"-'-t to illı.strate the human * 

| cade?'\‘" y l r<:tl "' n h'onı t „ 

him cn ° nMr - linn.ı Atthe timp ı VVOrn with the dinner 

"?r>, «S',;;*- **'«“■« 

sa- * ::,r y: «tzrrp î —.-J 

»"'on. \vı. , "»M. s and : ,Ur - jınııah, as ıs « e 

"W ıhı,'h b L ^"d-tyin, f' ''> ıh'".'’ 11 Se| oct i ' tlllar, . v partîal to gı"’ 1 

' Mhe ^to J "S^ti .T bovv , Ul °n to him K. 


I,,:"' ..afi"!.ti, '7 10 him, he expr.V 

"i lu lıim Tr, '!"' 1 lııaliı.. ll _* I . " 'hı, not alı-n.ı.lv kıl 


i 

i 


os f him ti J , nı 

.**' Bn. ,S bi 


İd 

I! 


ıty Qf ~ u o\v wT s not already kim" 1 ’ 

Wr H ,h,t ''u° n f d Previ ^y "ilk" 1 ' 1 - 'V,İ' Went <>" t0 % 

V(>re »ov ,ı,T the il " n K>l: 'he ı efor e, mu ch * h 


.. L ne j' ’ K no,, |. ' J,t . much 

k ' 1 " 'Mı C»io„ "s'\vs '' tles "ere ıd 

ü "n i, '' 4 ' th p Ul Pri se d me and 1 



n ' ls - ‘•>"'ac„late <1^ 

No”, he sahi, 
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“Pakistan was not the product of the «»<]**£ 

Hindus. İt had al w ay s been the- only they werc ^ ^ viltageS , 

Hindus and Muslıms, thoug v g a lways two separate 

had never been blended mto one nat.on, they 

entities.’ Qaid-e- Azam: Speech at Aligarh, 

March 8, 1944- 



Scanned by CamScanner 











M O U.E ABOUT THE MAN 


- 


n«3p^ — ,,v ,uı ınunaDli' *‘ v 

pimde bow and it w as time that he learnt tying on > l h'° U & lea< l)'~ 
asked me to teach him and 1, vvith great nleas.m* , j a Ş reecl a nd 
Isibility. Using my right thigh Ae the 


the bo\vs t bat 1 vvear are ali ready-made 

T the ncck. 
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ı i 


e o 


1 told him that no fashionabl**-- buckl( ' s ° n *he 


ponsiDiıuy. t.».ı. s m> . «gut uı.gn as the neck, I tied and „nfi ı , 
ten times to shovv hım ho\v it is His t knotted and b d a bü 


W 


Shape thereafter. He vvatched my demonstratiorT -.° U ? ht . mto P erfect 


schoolbov and then said that be \vould like to'tryTwd\aZ e ^° f * 
His efforts were very poor and unrevvarding at least for the Hrst dozfn 
times, then the bow boğan to take sbapc and to assume a reasonab 
appearance. We talkcd lor a whilc about my trip since vvepartedin 
London and he then went back to the business of tying a bow when 
1 lelt, l certified that he had graduated in the school for knotting a km 
lie and that he should, hereafter, discard ali ready-made bows and take 
to hand tying. The months and the years which followed vvere so 
heavily laden with responsibility and unceasing hard work that ] do not 
knovv if the Qaid had an opportunity to don his dinner jacket two or 
three times, before be fell seriously ili and from vvhich sick bed he did 
not rise again. 1 have narrated this little episode to show ho w human 
he was and how interested he was in learning even small things inspite 
ol his tremendous preoccupation and the heavy load of responsibility 


he carried on his t ra i I but w illi nt; shoulders. 

O 


Qaid-e-Azam, as 1 have stated earlier, possessed a strong will and 
it vvas, therefore, a Herculean task lor anyone to change it. Manv a 

• I * ö -> 

time he took the chair at a VVorking Conımittee meeting \vith his 
mind made up on the coursc ol action he \vould advise his colleagııes 
to take and yet would listen patiently to their speeches and sugges- 
tions although they may have run counter to his I i ne of thinking. 
He \vould then proceed to demolish the arguments which did not 
ht into his pattern of thinking and \vould do his best to vvin över the 
obstinate. He vvould not rest until he got his way. Even in meetings 
" •th other Party leaders and the British, he vvould not cross the Üne 
be bad dravvn, vvhateveı* the thıeat, persuasion or inducement. İt 
vvas on extremely rare occasioııs that he vvould bend even slıghtlv. 


hat 


İt vvas a common saving ot the Qaid that il one has t a i th in ''b 
e undertakes and in vvhat he does, he puts into the job his beşi 
n eav oıır and vvben success attends him, his jov is a,K 

!"!,* ed "itli thaııktuIness. He wotdd often say, “Have laith and vou 
yiumph W Kat a splendid attitude ot ıııind ant iııspn, 

°ld and young. 


vvı 
tıs ali 




He 


"vvould go to great lengtlıs to seek oı manitam 


ıınitv for he 
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QAİ»-B-AZAM AS I K N rn 


i ..i w hen it clashed with a f,.,,. 

knevv tlıat unitv meant strengtb ı . ., ^ nl . nn< | nrıM .., u k. 




evv tlıat unitv meant StTuıg ^ stood oııt and prevailed 

■„ıal prim-ipl*-. .ı i' b, "' r 

M 



mc 






• linod man and Ke attached high Va . f 
Qjid-e-Afcinı «■>* 4 'h^ 'P t an orgnnised socicty coul.l ^ 
isciplinc in lih* lo1 '' .. .ı, ( . r | discipline and callerl c \ W 


to discipline. in life lor " ll pre ached discipline and call e< j f 0 , 

exist, mu eh less lloıınslı. I , v u cn cmotion got the better 0 f u f 

discipline even M a loving «j» W their hero , Bd 

masscs who had gaih, | ain the State ol our nation to tl,e m 

hear hım g>vc advue and \ rsona lity that a couple of c dU 



Ivk e am l " per sonality that a couple 0 f cal || 

Hc >vas giftcd sv.thi S “İ‘ 0 ne & with his h»lcx lın § er P oint , in g t0 "»ı<) S 
to oıdcr över a mıcrop > rl bcdlam ınto pm-drop sil etK 

the gathering, were adequatc to contt r tc - 


. ... .ff nttered and oft-quoted remarks was : ‘V, 

? nC . ° • p d if VOU »ant to atldeve your destiny and vote f 0r 
must be discipline upon |,y your Party to do so”. | t 

even a lamp pos > nıagnctic inîluence created in his one 

hundred mılhon Komeland for tk„ 




un\vi 

Musl 


üt ds Of r'British and the Hindi, a homeUd fon the 
limsof tlıe sub-continent, in vvhich »e and our ch.ldren hve as 


free people vvithout fear of donaination or persecution. 


No one vvill appreciate the extent to »bıc ı the three ıvords 
vvhich appear on our national emblem-Faıth. Umty. D.sc.plıne- 
auided the Father of Pakistan in his daily life and thought and vvh, 
he presented them to the nation lor ali time to come Wıth haıth, 
Unitv and Discipline he was confident that the people ot Pakistan, 
hisehildren, vvould surmount handicaps, hurdles, trials and tnbulatıons 
and meet any onslaught on their freedom svith determınation and 

\vith valour. 






Qaid-e-Azam could not countenance or torgive dishonouıable 
or unfair conduct. Several instances can be cited in support. Here 


ıs one : 




ade 



On Februarv 20, 1946, simıdtaneous announcements vveıe 

+ ■ - ’ decisıon 


I ll<AI V L U y t 77'^) uUlUllulIlLUllu tlll!lUUULl.ui vllVw , 

iıı the tyvo Houses ol Parliament intimating the Cabinet s decistö 
to send a delegation to İndia to negotiate the transfer ot povver - • 
Indian leaders. The three members \vere Lord Pctbick-Lav' , ^ n 
Secretary of State for india, Sir Stafford Cripps, Presidcnt ot j 
Board of irade, and A.V. Alexander, First Lord of thel Adinin^ 
•ng to Prime Minister Attlee’s statement in the CojnOi () 

-- - - jim ü 


- • 





V O lUllLL 3 SiaiCIllUlV ■*» ■v □( .îAH 

e Mınisters were proceeding to. india with the expigi# ^ 4 
} 9 ıg to as-visi the Indians to achieve freedom as quickl' and | 
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... l'orııı of ooverament that they would want was lor 
possible- THo o f ecidc . H e hoped that on the attaınmcnt ol 

J b' di3n !' 7 ; vould dccide to remain a member of the Common- 

freedonı, ^ ' J that the British Government was m.ndlul 

ı.ı. Ufi went on t m 1 „ -ui-, tn ivr» free from 


.eatth- »e ***<£ ^ shou .d be able to .ive free fren 

»' thC n 8 the other hand, we cannot allovv the minör,ty to place a 
tear ' V advance of the majorıtv. 

U -r 1 1 ı,. ö ... Oı-p from the President of 

Th V aS UC^ho U pr'omP‘ l y declared that the Muslims nere 
the Müslim Le< P, , ıation and Muslini co-operatıon would 

f# be’forthcoming if The Cabinel Mission proceeded on any other 

assumpt' 011 - 

,1 rahmet Mission arrived at New Delhi on March 

Ho\vever, the Cab . f , Ppthick-Lavvrence tıied 

, Th<> leadcr of the Mission, Loıd l etmek w' 

to remove the effect ot Attlee’s 

“VVlıile the Con^jess are^rypresematıv^ o^ # 

b p :,t r ' S Tl"v r a>e m fact majority representatives of the great Mud.m 

P ' .. )' 2 

communıtv. 

Wlnt took place during the Cabinet Mission’s stay in the sub- 
continent novv forms part of history and these pages need not reproduc 

the events in detâiI • 

| nıav here State another instance of dishonourable conduet 
«hkh the Oaid could not condone even though the person mvolved 
^ an old time and trusted colleague. This happened durrng S,r 
Staflord Cripps Mission to lııdia in the Sprıng o 1942, " en 
situatioıı was not a lıappy on.e loı Britain. 

The VVorkina Committee of the Müslim Leaguc, hke ıts inal 
the Congress YVorking Committee, '\as engaged in ıo ıng o 
t\vo meetings a day to consider the suggestions, pıoposa s ant cour 
proposals springing from vaı ious camps, ineluding, o c ° 1 *'. 
Stafford’s. After a dav or tvvo, it became patent to us in the Wor ıng 
Committee that someone \vas leaking details of our « e era * orı 
to the Hindu press of Delhi. As \ve were ali men of honour m 
the Müslim nation had trust and as our head w as no ot er t 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, their idol, there grew much dısconıhture 


• “ - :c 

• f.Mcnon: Ihe Transfer nj Poner iri Injia. 
2 Ibid, 





Scanned by CamScanner 







102 


, the 0 ther in silence and the sit Uiti 

'tSÎ 


, Eac h o ne suspec** fo 

amongst ns- |y cn ,barras 5 g 

became mçr g raisec ] by one of the nıenıb Crs 

Tir next dav the nıat lef ‘ pres sed surprıse and 1 shanıe thm 
r mittee nıeeting and P sholl ld leak out to the press at)( | 

a ! ,l ’‘! tre woftheWorkingCont' 1 ^ a]ıasabha and the Sikhs lo pr epare 

î! 1 ! j to meet our argunt $ J ord Cripps. Mr. jinnafi, 


I . ... uimcrlf unhappy °'\ , „ vnre ssed his dıspleasure and 


,-esented througn ou. - r - the jnespo".'"'"'V —‘feliabi]j ty 

Jho was himself unhappy ove exp| . esse d hıs dıspleasure and 

of a member or ^^ted ali ntembers to remember that they 
»ithout naminganyone «q“« b virt ue of theır h.gh posıtıon of 
0,ved a duty to the Musl.n it ' b ygiving out secret ınlormation, 

mıstand thattheyshouW no b | ^ and ou r enem.es an equal 

for that did our peopk m embers should desıst Irom 

amount of good. He requeş ed « t0 so-called friends 

reporting the gist ^ re|atjons and frien(i , 

and the press but a had issue d a mild warning, potent 

We were happy tha honou rahle man, and felt that ıt vvould 

for««£-* ” " belini fo, ■*». *. ... d„ 

hlî English < 1 , 11 , «n> 

carıied reports which contained some Information ot what had triM 
plice behind elosed doors in the diningroom of 8B, Hardmge Avenue, 
Nawabzada Liaqat Ali Khan s residence. 

Önce more the matter was raised in the Committee and the 
President expressed his sad disappointment and shame that not\\ith- 
standing the request and waming of the previous dav, ne\vs shoula 
have again found its way to the press. Every member assured rhe 
President with equal confidence that he had not committed the 
offence. 

iMter the meeting, each member engaged binişeli in trving t 1 * 
discover the source ı\hich vvas responsible for the leakage. AH "’ ere 
un ders tanda bly anxious to trace tbe culprit. So Nevv Delhi becanır 
a hot city. Seve ra! Sherlock Holnıes were suddenly let loose to 
solve the baffling mystery. Suftıce it to say, various independrnl 

Leamlf «°h nS *1*° Si "” e man ' an old ’ and trustcd Mu f"! 

news forti‘ b llm ^ 'V""' ^^mbers i„ strict secrecy. İt »as b* 1 
trusted. But "'''i n s b'âke | ı his confidence in onc «hoın 1 
to sometlıino nohl' 1 ' 1 '/ 5 and Uislikes, as usual, had to gi' 1 ’ * • I 

g nobler aı ' d ‘hey did. When the nevv VVorking ^ 
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fi ■ 1 ' - - .• fi- • 

• . . c 

iim League was announced, this particuUr TO „ lWr , 
MUS Trom the Üst. He paid .he pricc for g® 

ı nttıer motive, and Mohammed Ah 


»03 


f th e “ from the lıst. He paıc, me pnce tor his in<Vls . 
fit 0 ç n ıissın& , nQ ot her motive, and Mohammed Mi ] innah 

/ "d lıe h» rboU . oUC h the execution vvas pı-obably most painful 
V 1 ’: L »te even , «ive vvav to discipline. 



a 


iJl 1 it * tnOVL» 1 . ı. 

to give way to d.scphne. 

^ i ■ ıd > 


to 


İli' 11 ’ 


TlOt 

»O 1 


. for not revealing the name because it will 
, shaU be the painful incident. Besides, both the axer 

» dd l ° ' d" âre no more in our midst. 

j the ^ are 


ait 

i r,-fYprl with a balanced temperament. 

j i\\\ jinnah was gı cause one dav nor 

/he as cold as a block o £e ^ be „ deny the truth. 

|, c did not have a st.ong 



l\e cuu 

a * r—- •“ tatîS fiŞL« 

bistrustandconfidence. e e> iciori( he moved cautıous > 

not. When he entertaıned th P vvas a bad egg, he struck 

and tvheıı he was convmced that the p ^ one man andsome 

his name off the lıst . Thıs rappenet ^ ^ w fi 0 we re occupyıng at 

\vere biç personalities, havıng occupıe CO nvinced 

the tim hi ? h positions under Br.t.sh Rule. It he 
that a person vvas a bad keeper of accounts or had» tadmg K 

ot tender accounts for the money entrusted t ^ a , 

,d not a rupee would be handed to ^ 

and urgent propaganda. He vvould entı , . f rprnıen tlv 

«>se in the group and make him accountable tor them. 3 , tQ 

tappened in the days when the Bengal Müslim League ne e 
cx pand its activities and to fıglıt elections. 


But when he trıısted one, he did not falter unless disillusionın 
( bwned upon him later. Even if the person so trusted did sömethıng 

Plt' \vmnn wrn c nüit-kpr rKnct'içprl nOT NVÎtS SllSDCCtC 


»bat went 


jpon mm laıer. even u ine peıauu sn hm— — - - . 1 f 

-..t vvrong, he \vas neither chastised nor ıvas he sııspecte o 
fHing cause ” |-j e vvas charitable in his interpretation anc Jc 
im pute motives. He used to say: “He erred in his judgement; 

• iti nrvh 1 • .1 'r ’ * 


not 

be did 


n°t do it to undermine the League.’’ 


P a h.;^ 0re haan önce vvhen I \vent abroad lor Muslini League an d 


^ P r °Paganda, he told me that he had implicit tnıst in ıııe and 

Evep, 0 | nc> hmitation either on my activities or on nıy spending. 

r >estedT amb assad°rial assignment to the United States, \vhen I 

ext et\t p,. ^ Ş' VC me P rec ise directioııs or at least to teli ıııe the 

Nvhuh 1 Nvould b e permitted to go, he brushed aside nıy 
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, V,AM AS ' 


KNt .W HIM 



|04 


I 011 your judgement 

re 5 , .° JL*\ faith. 


,VC|U« 8t 


say i ng 


a0 d ^ n , rC ' y i„goodf«tlı- 

ı "n«‘ y voU «ouid 


and 


T uoıı f y°" ' , t he lime of my assıgnmen, to 

1 k iv* events al (o go a broad havıng be* 

, , v0 ıll* rcca |li « , S a litt |c >' c5 " duty 3 He heard my re** 

&*£.'&• 3 S.* V* ”“' r 


c ^nrıot 


re 


afte/k™ı^ 1 r ^ n,T]c P° rum in October 194b to prcseııt the ciise - ^g thc 

fr 0 J' ( ! ercd «"e to tour the USA Jl rl,/Tontinent rxpl^'»%|c 


He sent me to 

lıtdia and thereafter «, ı . j ÖUne ho,u,,, '-»ctober 194b to presem wıc ^ 

Müslim demand for p'İ e - r f d "V 0 tour ,hc USA ind the Continent 
delegation sponsored İT A COU P le ot ' m°nths later, he made nH> ' l , ‘ ^ «I 
young mcn 2. Governmcnt of İndia to the Mkldle East|wbere n'1 # 

*** H. ,947 ’ g,( ‘ at W()rk for Pakistan vvhich became > ^ î. 


M 


iW Unm-. 0 n ^ 1I1( | IıKe 

, the n)' 111 5 0 rder-S ' 1 1 obeyed- 

.-Orılcr» a» 1 >> And > 

. ." sl ore *<*!«* which bringsto Aefo 

. .So r' 1 ’'' lbarİCter ’ . . 

son* ı" 1 "' 1 ' btf Mavor and «as at the t,me leader of 

, , | bren - p* De P Uty ,he Calcutta Corporat.on «hen my 

1 l 'İ u Jc P»f*y ıs its candidate for the Mayoralty 

. MU8İ "'' lv nominal me a “ 

|,ar,y ,'ar coınnıencing Apr.J 

lor ,,u • . q £ t j ıe Working Committee I 

Ah.. « the Cabinet Misston », 

w « summoned to Dclh, on M Ca|cutta after havm g gtven the 
,o ar, ive tbere on March - 4 - jf jt be f or a day, to attend the 

assurai.ee that I «°uld for ^ eır . While I «as busy «ith 

first meeling of the Co.po ] r eceived intimation from 

the Workiııg Commıttee | e f t .Calcutta, Mr. H. S. 

Abdur Rahman S, d,bqı fthe Councillors of the Corporation 

Subrana, dy hal «M d S member of the Corporation) and 

W » of^ıe memhers reversed in favour of an unknonn 

srhoolmaster in Zakaria Street, called Mohammed Osman, a Bıhar 
| )V or ioin I was distressed that a man ol Suhrauardy s stature s oti 
have acted in this fashion and, particularly, in my absence. Hovvever, 
I did not teli the Qaid what had happened in Calcutta and uent bacK 
to be preseni at the lirst meeting ol the Corporation in "*îic 
Mohammed Osman \vas eleeted Mavor. As a disciplined man I accep £ 
the reversed decision eııgineered hy Suhravvardv, \vitbout argunu 
or rancour. 

VVlun I ıeturned, Qaid-e-Azanı had moved to Sinıla* ^ . 

day of my letıırn, he asked me to lunch and vvhen 1 arrived ^ 


İt 
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“Hollo Mr. Mayor { 
ı f^llovving terms: riuıo, j 

I ™,eJı» einthe '■ Al table 1 tokl hin. that his 
h e ıvek° n ' e , „„,, r atubtions. At table ı _ . T „ llv _ llis 


.»Mb "and «rCbecause > ™y. W 

,.T ( ,| C on^ r( . out d P lac , .u; c ?” ıe saıd. 1 c ' ,cl nor 

( iifitat |01 | s hock. bIo , :j _ “Suhrawardy! 

r tdy- ! ’ “Teli 1 nte «hat happened?” was 

. V f tstion at the « ble ' ^/.".‘adership, sabotagcd the 

•'"■ '"'^absenco, for Councillors and Alderman and 

lvld ’ decision of the MüslimL ■ g wor ked hard to secure for 

Ld substituted I ' that he sa id thereafter vvas, Yes , d 

^ ;Tboy' ’ • My rcply «as as bnef, Certamly, 


1, my J 

1 1 nni-iced that whenever opportunity ofteıed, ht 

SincC tien ’ ith r esponsible missions particıılarly outsıde the 
entnısted me ' v nerhaps to indirectly express his confidence m 

ra- :nrrtTrv<. -•-£ *-• ° r *— 

Suhravvardy. 


| have narrated this story because the follow-up is ınterestmg 


a- 


İn 1946 as I have recorded elsewhere in these pages, Sııhı 
vvardy who vvas a member of Khvvaja Nazimuddin’s Cabinet and vvas 
much encouraged by the latter for his hard work and brılliance, 
scuttled his leader’s ship to launch his ovvn as Prime Minister ot 
Bengal. Nazimuddin, as I have stated previously, vvithdrevv from 
political activity and declined to seek election to the Legislatuı e. 
because he did not vvant tvvo lactions to be creatcd in tbe Müslim 
league, vvhich vvould certainly have vveakened it against the 
Opposition. But, in a year’s time after he quit ofhce, the Müslim 
League Party in the Bengal Legislature realiscd the mistake it had com- 
mitted and the kast Pakistan section of tbe Party elected Khvvaja 
azimuddin as its leader in preference to Mr. Suhravvardy. At 

snath' 0 ?' ^ a/ ' mu( ^ ın r ctook the reins ol ofhce vvhich had been 
Tber } ^ r(>m his hands by his ovvn colleague in the Cabinet. 
the p et -’ ^ u j 1,âvvar dy found himseli high and drv, vvith no post in 

P,0vmci11 «r Central Government. ' 


husain 1 ^ u ^ rawar< ^y at a dinner given by Mr. Ghulam 

vera nç j a ^ a | 1 a ‘ n Karachi oarly in August, 1947, he took me to 
y^ars 0 ( Sej . v j c ^ ' u, nC ' an< ^ sa '^ a m °urnful tone that after ali the 
I at ' tc > look f or S()1 l e ^ us ^ ms , he vvas no w out ol everything and 

me şort of employment to keep himself active. L 
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S 


gence 

you 


, scc Qaid-e-Azam and talk , 0 , 

vvas so touchcdl .h« l ' .^ d a day or two later. 

about Suhrawa y, (aid . c -Azam “ ld P lcadcd wi, h hin, * 

Wlıen 1 spoke to ^ and çapabil Uy should not b c J 
a man of Suhra«ardy s n g ^ . us a dded strength wl, ich 

out and that his mdmy eyes w.th surpr.se and 
so sorely needed, he oo ^ ^ a sking ™ to do something ^ 
“What! Hassan comıng t what he has been doıng to yoı , s|| 

Suhraıvardy? And that t , said . “Yes, sır. Hassan is 0n| 

these years? He does not nıatter. What ma,^ 

one out ol nınety odd , to you to ut.lıse his mtelli 

is our country, Plklst ‘ ‘ J. or form.” He again said, “D 0 V0ll 

and Services m some „ sir> , do ”. He threw his hcatl 

really mean -t? an(] the n said: “Well, I think I ca „ 

back and tlıoug (Q sell< j him out as my Personal R e . 

do somethıng. ■ , Middle Eastern countries to explai„ 

presentatıve 1 „ underst and us better. He will be given the 

P ro 7 Lt«ado;. of course.” When I pleaded that his Services 
d,ölld he Utilised in the country, his ansıver was: It ıs not possıbk 
Nazimuddin today enjoys the confidence ol Bengal and d 1 mclu| 
Suhraıvardy in my Cabinet, it would be tantamount to express.ng 
no-confidence in Nazimuddin and this, you vvill agree, vvould not be 
the correct thing”. 1 replied that he could easily get round Khvaja 
Saheb and havelıim accept Sulıravvardy as one ot the Ministers ol 
geııaal in the Central Cabinet. His reply \vas that it \vould not be 
possible right away but that after the dust ol the controversy and 
rivalrv settled dovvn, which vvould take at least six months, he 

7 ' 

vvould be able to inelude Suhravvardy in his Cabinet. 

Witb this offer, I vvent to Calcııtta in the third \veek ol AuguÜt 
to vvind up my affa irs and preparc myself lor an early departure 10 
Washington to assunıe charge ol our Mission as ambassador. hı Calcutta, 

I visited Suhravvardy one morning at his house al 40, Theatre ho a 
and, as usual, found him lazino in bed At that time, he ' vaS v 
co-operating ıvith M, Gandhf ıvhose inlluence on ^he Hindus « 
n< ia m, 1 the \eaıs had groıvn to lıe a legend. I asked him t° V. 
şnd come to the verandah as I had something serious to talk, h' 

toâTn ^fT r.‘ he verancla| ı and I told him what I had been», 
Ministor fi 11 le Q a "l- He kept on insisting that unless he was apP°“ | 

lle W0 , ula -t leave the country on any rof^ 

of the nevv nation '°. u ^° ttV ’ to rise alw)ve şelfin the wıdeı 
the QaiU’s offer vı a< created and to accept, ıvitlıout l ’ 01 jjeıl 
^ «Her. He point-blank refuseB JaLa “I have ^ 
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t| 1( r Muslims in Calcutta and to share their Fare, 
for8 ake ı«y ,)r , c I , aske j him to think again and told Kim tKat he 
ııüi ... it nıay bc * , to t hink över the matter but his reply was 
+&* or* r V^vemadc up my I told him that 1 vvould 

t''" ı-jc.ıl : vhich contaiııed certain terms, foı thc Qaıd 

*%*y W 8 meSS î g ^ as sur € that they vvould be rejected. As 1 vvas 


*£ his n’ eS f C \ s W ^ that they vvould be rejected. As 1 w; 

t0 ' | said: Şhahee , y ^ Hjnc , us A time vvıll come vvhen 

|f ‘"' Calcutta SO l°"g ,v f , ; ty anc | yo u will have to run lor 

^otaskforyou wdl bca P he “Well, I have told you 

have nothing further to add. Goodbye.” An so 

m y rnınd anu 

| left him. 

„ ,u; I sıw the Oaid and told him hovv 

On my return to ara • appo i n ted a Minister. The Qaid 

>ref£SSand said: “That is finished I am not prepared 
Ifaccept terms and conditions from Suhravvardy . 

ı i what I had anticipated did 

Subsequent events shovvcd th ^ 

happen to Suhravvardy. He did take retuge 

| have narrated this story at some jength^o 
sterling human qualities of MohammehJ a imitv cou | d , 
lovalty vvith loyalty; he vvas not revengeful ^ he 

vvould help cven those vvho önce had served m their own f 
vvere no lenger in office due to their ovvn ındıscretıons. 

The Qaid-e-Azam vvas no master of ianguages.^ H ® d “| 
profess to he one. He best expressed lıimself m Eng *s . a _ 
this language, the meticulous Don vvould have oun . s ° , | ear 
but vvhat did it matter? He vvas gilted vvith a logica rmn • nvev 
thinking. He coııld grasp anything in a flash ant uas a e , 

İ1İS thoughts in a Fevv words and clearly. His Vision, par ^ ^ 

m *»tters legal and political, was penetrating. He possessed tne g 
s ! Un g problenıs and qııesrions and their inıplications a ıeac made 

jhan anyone i have knovvn. And it vvas this rare attribu* wh eh ma^ 

. not on 1 y a great advocate but also a force to conten ı. ra j ns of 

I a° ltlc;ı1 leadership. And thc combination ol the best m 

'»hich vvas pitted against this sole being knevv and lelt 

est Of ali. 1 b 
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Great as he was, he knew his lım.uuons. When his ^ 

exceeded the boımds of admiration and called hrm 
(the Kine of the Believers), a title glven to Cahphs, for hey „ 
spiritu.il and political heads of Müslim say : • P| 

d'o not cali nfe t his. I do not pcofesş to^your JS 

guide or leader. I am your P f w v,ich h e was not on: 



guide or leader. 1 am your p ,. f or which he was not qualîfi 8< ı’ 
when he «as expected to do ^ jnabjlity . 
hp. would not hesitate to ( e 


he \vould not hesitate 


a patient he must have been difficult always. He certa in | 
As a patient, he was his mm( j . .7 


ti 1 Cter^ears of his life. Frail as he vvas, his mind and b 0 <] y 
were over-active I le could not rest in bed even vvhen he «as ili, İR \ 
was often difficult in carrying out his doctor s orders. I shal. 

one instance in illustration. 


cite 


When he lay on what was to be his death bed ın Zıarat he Bas 

surrounded by mounds of fileş. When asked what they «ere he toUl 

me that mostof them were from the Mınıstry of States, and he wa 
ineharge of that portfolio. Wheıı I appea cd to hım to forget the 
Kles and take complete rest to help his body to fight his ıllness, he 
replied that paper work did not hurt hini. He had to attend to urgent 
matters of the Ministry. It was his responsibility and the people of 
Pakistan knew it. He 'had to serve them. When 1 savv his special 
phvsician, Dr. Elahi Baksh, in the evening, I told him that he should 
not permit the Qaid to dissipate his energy in a work \vhich could 
easily be taken çare of by others. He replied that his vvas an obstinate 
patient who vvould not listen to his advice and that lıe had done his 
best to keep the fileş and the Secretary away from his room and had 
failed. He had, therefore, to reconcile himself vvith the great man’s 
reactions and behavioıır. I 


Allah had bestovved many gifts upon our great leader. His inte- 
gri t)', ability and capacity for work and negotiation, so vvell kno'vn» 
vvere only some of them. But to say that he vvas a near-perfect man 
from ali points ol vievv vvould not he correct, and a statement he " ou 
have himself refuted. 9 


j' 

By and large, he vvas a serious-minded person and there " as 

I i t-\r .ılı-.. .f U:... II- — .1 1 . 1 __ r->n die tijî 


lif 


dit 


j 0 r w — ' V> - - v V-1 11 |lll M V-r VI. m. w- mm - — 

fıivolity about him. He, nevertheless, enjoyed vvitticism o* 1 - 

occasion and laughed vvillı others. Sometimes, at the dining ta _ 

ıelated interesting stories and aneedotes vvhich vvere enjoyed ^ . 

»resent. But this \Vd < n rA t - f/-\rv /a! A in fllf* last n 11 . 


^ alKj dJlCCUULCS >% 111L11 v 

present. But this vvas not too often. And again, in the 

VA3I-C 1;f_ ı.ı- . . 




, ' V./ yj ı tv 1 I • imi l vj uyu ııi) * ■ p niy 

years of his life, he had forgotten, that is if he knevv re \ 
meaning of relaxation. He drove himself harder and har 
grew older and weaker. 
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of higb reputation and one of the half 
^jdes bcing » la ^L time in India, he was a shrevvd business- 
*L P ractİtİ Tf hfe the investments he made were, largely 
^■rtSoV 00 ' , d through this gift and acumen, he mcreased 

H İC, °| th considerably. al S o did his investments 

6Ve ’operty y if he ^ T? His house was alvvays spotlessly clean, 

rs^rsıs.' r- .»■ h— »■* «■ 

tidy ^ ‘ rest He worked hard and after 

Qaid-e-A»"> r ^ t e s n '° y e himself but drovehimselftodeatK 

.M*. he litC m r ff y r om Srinagar on May lo, '^^Tvenwithin a 
Wrİtmg h better already from the changc an taking 

J days of my arnval hc*e. wQrk and i% is necessary for me and 

Oer seven years of very st DO ssible for me to do so- 

1 hope to remain her t “ l'Tİr 3 eİdKÂ the° words “Yours very 
Fo/the first time, th>s lette was just “ Yo urs sıncerels . 

sineerely'". His no ™f^® e to me because it indicated that 1 had 

This change was mo devotion to him. 

moved closer by vırtue ot my 

, ı av he would not cut himself away 
Even vvhen ili or on a o ) > ^ a b 0 ve quoted letter ıs an 

from work and take comp. e . before leaving for Matheran 

illustration. Again on Aprı ,9 ^ tQ in f 01 -m you that ee 
for a spell of rest, he vvrote. ^ f or Matheran vvhıch ıs a 

much better now, and I am leavmg Bom ^ ^ re main there till 
nearby hill station in a couple y Readymoney House, 

the first week of June. My a ress me informed of any 

Matheran, and, of course, as usua you Although I am not on 

development that may take place m ® S ' ma j n completely 

the active list lor the moment yet I cannc ;- 

indifferent to anything of importanc 

, „ cpntences of the letter 

İt will be noted in the two concludıng sent ^ ^ charact er 

fjuoted above that there was an element o res e ver hard the patb 
lo drive on hard until the object was reac e , ? place in the 

and difficult the task. The word ‘procrastinatıon acte( j speedily 

( lictionary of his active life. He decided qu ,ckl y ‘ had dea lings fo 
c ’ n lı* s decision. He wanted those vvith v\ om 
likevvise. 

I '' ^îdB B arrofe' ’ sitting on the 

f)ne evening, after the day’s vvork " r as Yf 1vice vvhich be 

i Verand ^ of my Calcutla Home, he told me of the advıce 
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QAID 


Ucn both were young men. H e at u 
,-eceiveJ from .he Ag» ^2 Som «he «» sdom %*1?.?*** 


e 

r 


received lrol ^ fiw J largely l '""’ J^Ü ever refuse to see 
that he had t hat no on j it h his vıevvs. ‘‘ iinnah*»’ 

The aelvice «•**,,„* hlmor*»'^ ,. efuse to meet , 

!;°r C Aea Khan told Mm. “X°“ ’ Hear him. İt U not ncces^J,' 
the Aga n n wan ts to sec > n ever knovv, he may h av 

deVU t o İ T«epf E vie T -“t oo^ for you o, rnay be ^ 
T" 1 ;fd Idance’’. ^ be one of the golden ruleslf * 

Should adopt this P 0 ' 1 ^- '^ 5 and am ali the better for ıt. İt has p ai( , 

life”. 1 accepted this au 

me handsomely. 


, . i-,,-ouph subtle propaganda by interests 

jreated, t> _ı «-hnt Mobammarl 41 : 


An impression «as creaad, .S' endence , that Mohamnud Ali 

inimical to Müslim p«g^ ‘ d that he was bubbling with concei, 

Jmnahtvasnotapeople sm # , itic al leader. We heard ,t oft 

a shorteoming unpardonan , jmit G f his arrogance and conceit 

repeated in diverse ways tı • ci|1 on M r. Gandhi and to disems 

was demonstrated by his re resjdenC e and thaf Mr. Gandhi had 

political matters with hım al 
to visit Mr. Jinnah every time. 


• . .,-nrt -mel if anyone tried to defend 

This, of course, 'vas \nc : n( ] ee( J happy to learn fromMr. 

Mr. Jinnah, he was rıdıtu e ■ * ’ propaganda had not a shred of 

St MS^adas expreâ himseif on the snhject: 


■•One complaint against Jinnah was that ^ was too^proud and «£ 

to go and scc Gandhıji at the latter s rcsıj en political 

going to sec him. This was not ırue m the early year P ^ 

friendship inspi.e of serious differences o opmıo". him 

me vvlıy he stopped going to see Gandhıjt am d ıı, r <lly \vas 

ceme and see him. Thi? is, İte exp!.ined, what happened. ^ 

he witlı Gandhiji tlıan one after one his secretarıes aı\ a ^_ art i c les had 

and interrupted the conversation on ali kindsol flirrısy excuse. ^ J a ughter- 

to be revised, papers \vere to be corrected immediate ), a yo un &^ nl0t her- 

in-law had come to see him complairıing against ill-treatnıent ^ 1’mnah 

in-law, ete., ete., and no proper discussion could take p a lîı\nah 

complained to Gandhiji that ii the Latter’s colleagues did not n( lhiji’ s 

_ I A _ C C. I* ı.. 11 I. „ _.1 ,4 an\r nınfP r O m 1^ ^ . 1)1 


complained to Gandhiji that ir the latter s colleagues uı Qand^ S 

comin^ down for frank talks, he would not anv nıore conıe to ,14 

ö 1 J i • 1 r O 1 * 

lıouse, and Gandhiji’s accepting Jinnah’s just grievance reaui ü 


^ < 


Politics is a oanıe of ehess. It calls for cool tlıinking^^P 

ic.__r_ a reckles^ 1 


ıliog 


ıııtıcs ıs a game ot ehess. İt calls tor cooı uuum i, & - * re soh e 

There is no room for emotion or for plunging into a reC 


Kanji D\vaıkadas: İndia’s Fight for Freedom, Bombay, 1966. 
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E ver)' p oinl: > <or and a g aınst > has to be weighed patientlv -> a u 
leadir has to see ten moves ahead These «ords L «Jds to * 

same effect 1 have heard h,m utter more than önce. 1 nam*» 

incident wh.ch may be or ınterest as it relates to his reaction on 

the subject or polıtıcs. 


When in 1946 I accompanied him on bis tour of Bengal and 
Assam, the President of the Assam Provincial Müslim League, the 
ll0 w famous Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Blıashani 0 f East Pakistan 
called on him at Sylhet. Reporting the activities of the Müslim 
League in Assam and assuıing the Qaid of the fullest support of 
Muslims in the stıııggle loı 1 akistan, he narrated with emotion the 
sufferings of our brethren in some parts of Assam as a result of Hindu 
injustice and persecution and their persistent effort to push Muslims 
out of Assam and Sylhet into East Bengal, weeping bitterly as he spoke. 
The Maulana’s sincerity impressed me and 1 \vas so moved that 1 had 
to suppress my tears to kecp my eyes dr)'. 


The same evening when the rush of visitors had ended and the 
Oaid was alone in his room, I went in to speak to him before dinner. 
I referred to the conversation with Bhashani at noon and told him 
how deeply I was impressed by the sincerity of the Provincial 
President, adding that if we had more active and enthusiastic 
Presidents like the Maulana in the other Provinces of India, men 
who were vvilling to suffer and make sacrifices tor the cause and not 
work for personal benefit or aggrandisement, the Müslim League 
would, indeed, be a stronger and much more active polıtıcal organı- 

sation. 


He told 111e that he did not agree with ıııy opınıon ol * e 

ı thought that men like him «ete not fit to be 
t be relied upon to deliver the goods. | Sen«al nonsen e and 

ıotion have no place in polıtıcs he saı . ° on { ’hard 

me of chess and evils cannot be cüret emotiona|is y m is e asy 

ark, courage and detemıınatıon. T p r a t ioıı.ıl pohcy 

turn on and not so easy to tum off. Wıth emotion, 

ight become the first casualty . 

1 . _ j irtrâacher and may 

“This man”, he added, may be a g°° | ea( j er> particularly 
aw tears from his audience but he is not a goo t ^ e e .yes d 17 

times of crisis when the head has to be c 
see clearly and to arrive at decisions . 

• w the Maulana ht 

He ended by saying that he did no 1 t , CO |f’ Müslim League and 
1 he President of a political organisation ' e 
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, , freed itself of his leadership and of men of ^ 

^ ^ Ktter would it be. 

temperament, tne 

J „Hnn not inerely because it 0a . 

I made a note of this coover^ ^ ’ Qa|d Azam ' s mind 

ıııe an insight into the work g ^ , it j es vvhich a good and SOUnd 
because it refleeted his vıew 
political leader should p 

, tbeir role, he advocated greater freed otll 

In regard to wonıen ana ^ work and to take an inlere 

to them and encouragemen homes, when they were ablr ■ 

in affairs outside the conhne of t heir domestic duties 

find time without derelıc y/hat he preached, he pract 


e t 0 


n artaırs outsıac ^ — or ne glect or tneır uuıuc^u. uucıes and 

ind time without derene ^ y/hat he preached, he practised 

■esponsibility tor their c Miss Fatima Jinnah, accompanied hi m 

vith equal sincerıty. His _ ’ seated near him on the dais 

to Of the P“ bli ;"&-rve the people and otgani se 

He encouraged ladıe , their role in the national life 

their sisters to ena > e bomes. He believed that for progtess 

outside the “"fine 5 of the.r^ ho ^ tQ contribute 

,t was necessary Women were not overlooked by him when 

comtiWting te Working Committees. Begüm Mohamed Ali, widow 
of Maulana Mohamed Ali Jauhar, was a member of thıs Commıttee 
for several years uptil tSth March 1947 "her, death stole from her 
the pleasure of witnessing the establıshment of a Müslim homeland ın 

our sub-continent. 

The Qaid, on every appropriate occasion, emphasised that 
students should not participate in aetive politics. If keenly interested, 
their interest should he academic only. They should observe 
and study the political events and developments around them and 
equip and qualify themselves to play their part vvhen they had finally 
finished their studies. It \vas his conviction that aetive participatıon 
in politics distracted the minds and energies of students, \vhose mam 
responsibility to their parents, themselves and to society was to gi ve 
undivided attention to their studies and to qualify for a professiom 
The Qaid considered it necessary lor young men to have a mean* 0 
livelihood and to ensure their future. Only when they had establisl* 
themselves in life should they take the plunge into the ocean ofp 0 ^ 11 jj I 
l o adopt politics as a profession, particularly during the early y e * r . J 
t eır ives w as, in his opinion, not only inadvisahle but detrinien 
their long-term interests. 

and f °T V6 [’ ec l l,al s hıceritY he advised that students, . 

ema e, should maintain an aetive interest in the political d 
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mcn ts of their country and also in international affairs, as such inlere , t 
’ould iocrease the.r general knovvledge and keep them inTormec \ l f 
: be problems facing the.r people and ıhe methods contemplated ol 
donted for meetıng and solv.ng them. He would say : ' There s 
plenty to do for young men and tvomen before they enter the political 
P-ena. They should first fimsh the.r stud.es and establish thimselves 
on » *>und <*onom.c footing before they think of participating 
jc tively in the political life of the country”. Only svhen struggle 
f or Pakistan had reached fever heat and entered the final decisive stage 
calling for the support of every Müslim, young and old, did the 
Qaid-e-Azam deviate frorn his views regarding students’ participation 
in politics and ask them to take part in the electioıı campaign of 

Ii 94£-4 6 an< ^ ^ lat to ° ^ or onl y a f ew w eeks. 

The Qaid-e-Azam was a man of strict scruples and was meticulous 
in his accounting for the money he received from the public. Each 
time he appealed for funds on behalf of the Müslim League or in 
aid of disaster-stricken Muslims, he met with encouraging response 
from his co-religionists in the sub-continent. Cheques, large and 
small, and Money Orders of ali dimensions, poured in. Each day 
the postman handed to his Secretary the amount he had brought to 
pay and, along with the money, was given a large bundle of receipt 
slips for signature. It would be difficult to believe that a person like 
the Qaid, who was a very busy man indeed, could find time to sign 
every receipt personally. It did not matter vvhether the receipt Avas 
for ten thousand rupees or for only four annas. He must have received 
thousands of remittances of under one rupee which he himself 
acknovvledged. When it was suggested that he should delegate this 
vvork to someone else, he replied: “Certainly not. I must sign the 
receipts myself. To the poor fellow who sends me four annas, that 
sum must be \vhat ten thousand rupees is to a vvealthy man. To me 
the value of his four annas is as much as a donation ol ten thousand 
rupees or even twenty thousand rupees. The poor man should know 
that I appıeciate his response and value his contribution. Besides, 
when I sign a receipt, I know that I have gained one nıore sympathiser 
for our cause. What greater reward can 1 have from mv own people 
than this joy? Afteı* ali, signing a fevv hundred receipts will not hurt 

Support from the rnasses will give the League and me increased 
slrength and it is this strength that we need to succeed in our struggle . 

Even lor donations, large and small, promised bv peısons, he 
Wou ld write personal letters to the Presideııts of the Provincial Leagues 
c °ncerned as well as to the individuals. I give below two letters by 
vva .V of illustration: 
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-E-AZA 


T ırNtW Hıra 

M AS I 


2 l 


rdNovember, 194+ 


VIV dcar Nisbtar: 


t he undermentioned genticmen 
, osins herekti. t'*° .'‘"^rds the All-lndia Müslim icap* 

l am enclosin 0 t ributıons to« 

.|,oludpromi S ed .H - - jtDelhi: 

=„nd during the Urt se 

vlijn Mohkant !">“"• . 

C/o Serdar Aurang«b Khan 


lxS. 1 OOO 


R 


2 Ç0 


per 


tlulla Jan Mohamed, 

e/» ** „ but perhaps for vvan. of pro r .. 

| had sent reramdcrs » " an d fur.her, evet, tf they dut 

ddress .hey may not l.ave reacU- ^ cheque s. , am thereforc 

.nfortunately .hey have not sent n l ( jn th|3 mltte r, and tf posstble, 
roubling yoü t» «ke a person^1 KeJ the enclosed le.ters to their 

ı e t m touch vvith them aftor hav I ( shl ,| | uve to announcc that ıhey 

rcspective addresscs. Othervvl ^ res nottsiblc to the publtc lor the 

have not fulfillcd their P™™ 15 '’ , . v | we be en announced publıcly ın 

realization of the conmb.it.ons vvh.ch 1 

the scssion. fl 

Yours sincerely, 

M.A. JINNAH 


. 




ı 8 t.h Novcmber 1944 


Dcar Sir: 

You will rcmcmbcr that you were good enough to tnake u>ur u>n- 
tribution* towards the All-lndia Müslim League hund during the last sessıoo 
at Delhi, and it \vas announced at the time. 1 have not troubled you, hoping 
that you wouldsend nıc the promised contr’ıbution as soon as possible, butai 
considerable time lıas now elapsed, and so 1 vvish to remind you about ıt, a' 
after ali I am responsiblc lor rcalising the donations that were publit- Y 
announced. 

lloping that you w i 11 kindly send m e. your checıue svithout any lurtrolfl 
delay, and thanking you, 

Yours faithfuUy, 

M.A. JINNAH m 


Mian Mohkam Deen, 

L/o Sardar Aurangzeb Khan 
Premicr, 

Peshasvar. 


Y °ur promised contribut 


i'»n is Rs. ıoooj-. 
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4 No nation can rise to the height of glorv ıınless \oıır vvcinen areside 
bv side with vou. Wc a re ali vietims of ov il custonıs. İt is a erime 
a^ainst humanity that our \vomen are shut up vvithin the four walls 
of the hoııses as prisoners. I do not m e an that we should imitate the 
ev JIs of the Western life. But let us try to raise the status of our wo- 
nıen accordino to our o\vn Islamic ideas and standards. \ 

Qaid-e-Azam: Speech at Aligarh, 
March ıo, 1944. 9 


. 
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He 

not 


e( ] Ali Jinnalı, riclı as lıc was, was frugal. He was 

^ te) 1 cxtravagance and vain display of wealth. As fortune 
ppposed ^ j ıe ma de the best of his life. Helıad an excellent home 
snl iled on , ’b es t | oca lity, tastefully but not ostentatiously fumished. 
ijtuated ın^ ^ mnıacu | a tely and his hospitality was always adequate, if 
clressc ^ did not believc in \vaste vvhether it was his money, 
* aVlS ' 0 f others or of the State. He would make it a point to 
the n | l0l 'rt ) S uperfluous lights in his home and, if they were lit for him, 

Khl’ home of İliş hoşt. Even when he was Governor-General ot 
in the 10 . at t j ıe house which now beaıs the name “President’s 

lpakb ta ”’ wou ld svviteh off uırvvanted lights and would say: “It 
t 101180 ro vvaste money and worse if it be public money”. I have seen 
Ü' 1 Svviteh off unwanted lights in his home, in my house and in the 
rvernor-General’s House. It would be an excellent example for 
^nouveau ric/)e to emulate and for our youngeı* generation to tollow. 
°p er a || dıere is nothing but undiluted truth in the age-old adage 

“Waste not, vvant not”. 

I İt is true that he vvas not too generous with his money in his life 
time But the real liberality of his heart was revealed after his death. 


I \vould çite an instance—not generally known—of his sublimated 
humanity. After his death, his will revealed that he had bequeathed 
a large sum of his hard-earned money for the good of the people. Out 
of thîs bequest, several educational and other institutions have received 
handsome donations. His humanity expressed itseli in a form b\ 
ıvhich not soıııe individuals but successive generations of people are 
benefiting. This is the highest form of charity, which in Islamic 
terminology is knovvn as Sadqae-Jaıia (continuous charity). İt is a 
rare instance ol a political leadeı* praetising such philanthropy tor the 
\vell-being of the people in addition to his national and political Ser¬ 
vices \vhich by themselves have entitled him to their lasting gratitııcle. 


Froııı early youth, Mohammed Ali Jiıınah possessed a wealth ot 
sell-confidence and deterıııination and these t\vo qualities plus ability 
and perseverance ıaised hini to his later stature in public life. 

One evening, when the day ’s political work was done, he and I sat 
°j? t ^ ıe s °uth verandah of our Calcutta home, where a good portion 
? ^be revitalised Muslini League’s history was vvritten. He was in a 
nı °od as he had succeeded in getting the United Müslim Partv 
A 1, ^' 10 agree to go into liquidation and to join the ranks ol the 
n ia Muslini League, making it overnight the largest and nıost 
F ,Ve political party of Bengal. 
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() A!I>* K-A/AM AS I KNI W MİM 


- W* 









II<- spokc of his carly days as a Barristrr. It vvas a Vtar<l ljf c Q 


in and <lay out )ıc vvaited for a briçi to turn up but it did not. ^ 

a m*w junior and too ıınknovvn to bc takcn notice of in a placç 

Bombay w illi so ınany solicitors vvho ba<l thciı own young relatj ' 
ı r • ___ ı . . ___ KAf Tinnnh vvas not blesserl \ju\i-u . 


and fricnds to cater for. Mı*. Jinnah was not blessed withî^^^| 
godfather. 









Touts used to approach hım vvith the assurancc that they w 0u ı ( ı 
get hini briefs for small cases if he fcll in line! vviththe acceptedpra^ 


geı nım ıırıcıs lor sınan *■ ■ *— pra, 

of giving them an agreed pcrccntage ot the lec. Although he Was 
keen on getting started and earning a liviııg, modest though it 




cn on gectıııg »wı ıcu .t, - o- . —&*• *«. mav 

his moral rectitude woul<l not permit him to consider such 

overtures. “I felt that I vvould rather have starved than accept such 

solicitations and, by God, I vvas badly off!’\ he said. 


He regularly visited the courts and vvent to his chamber hopmg 



MM*-, M -; -- . t 

that some day his luck vvould change. It vvas at this time that some 
friends of the Family vvanted him to accept a permancnt post as a 
Presi deney Magistrate. He declined this advicc but accepted a tempo- 
rary post at Rs. çoo/- a month as a magistrate in Bombay in 1900. 
He did not stay long at the post because the urge within him drove 
îhim back to his chamber and practice. Seeing him acquit himself 
rather vvell as a magistrate, the attention of lavvyers and litigants 
vvas dravvn tovvards him and before long, briefs came in. 


Önce he began to appear in court, his troubles started to recede. 
He conducted his cases so ably for a young man that his practice grevv 
and there vvas no turning back for him. Through patience, hard 
vv'ork, industry and ability, he achieved success and fame in his 

profession. 


His self-confidence vvas never shaken. He alvvays vvas sure that, 
given the opportıınity, he vvould make good. He did not vvant to 
serve on a salary, hovvever tempting, and however exalted the posıtıon 
that vvas offered to him. He vvanted to be independent and to e 
his ovvn master. 


It may be stated that the Qaid rarely, if ever, spoke of his c 
hood and youth with anyone I knovv of. He did not appear ^ 
concerned vvith those days. From the time I had the p rıvl e S ^ 
becoming his political disciple, 1 observed that he had little tm® ^ 
unfruitful talk although vvith the ladies, vvhen his day s '^^dle 
done, he vvas a picture of politeııess and grace. In his lJlC il 

age, fame as a lavvyer, membership of the Imperial Legislati^e 
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FEDERATION OF MUŞUM CHAMBERS OF COMMEKCE 

’» TT was in August 1943 when our leader snoke t 

1 forming a Federation of Müslim Chamber^ nf r ab ° Ut 
Jııdastry. There was one Chamber, tKe All-India Müslim ChTmk 6 & r 
Comm ere e & Industry, at Bombay, vvhich vvas somesvhaî “ouble 
some It was ın name an All-India body but its influence did not 
spread even to some ol the larger trade bodies in Bombay itself Sir 
Sultan Chinoy was its President. Mr. S. M. Jamil, who has now taken 
to the promotion of faırs and exhibitions in Karachi, was its young 
and ambitious Secretary. To avoid an öpen conflict betrvveen the 
Bombay body and ourselves who saw the need for establishing a real 
aetive All-India Müslim Chambers Federation at Delhi, I went to 
Bombay and negotiated a pact with Sir Sultan Chinoy. After retuming 
to Calcutta I wrote to Mr. Jinnah on September 3, as under: 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

I reached here on the ıst instant after a very pleasant journey. 

I am g'lad to inforın you that the tentative agreement arrived at bet\veen 
Chinoy and myself has been approved ol both by Sir Adamjee and my elder 
brother. The only snag is tlıe Presidentship, but it vanity has to be satisfied in 
order that benefıt may accrue to tlıe Müslim nation no public-spirited, 
farsighted and selfless man should hesitate to satisfy such vanity. 

The terms ot the agreernerıt are briefly as lollo\vs: 

¥ r 1 • A meeting s hail be convened in October/November 1943 ^[ e ' v 

for the purpose of forming the Federation of Müslim Chambeıs o cmr ) 1 _ 

& Industry in India with a view to bring vvithin its orbit a tc * 

Chambers, also to merge with it the All-India Müslim Cham er o n dia- 

& Industry, Bombay, so that there is one Federation for t e W © £ 







2. 


V. Arrangements for the convening of thıs mcetıng g om b*y 

\ Mr * Hassan Ispahani and All-India Müslim Chamber of Comm 


: v 





I 
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\- K t KNEW HIM î#ff 

q »,d-£-«“ * ' . ? I 1 

, „ Prcsidcnt of this Chamber undertakes I i 

«o attcnd th.s n« - Federation which is being prepared 

sar & vsrsip--——- 1 

evolvıng S ent to Sir Sultan Clıinoy inadvance 

,0 71 c—- d-«. * H *" shaU pre f 

4 ‘ c . Cu lt an Chinoy’s candidaturc for Presidentship 

'hail bc suppoıted by »“ I 

ı * Miss Tinnah and jyourselı, 

\Vitlı kind regards to M.ss jmn 

Yours very sincerely, 

HASSAN 





Mr Nurur Rahman, the very able and exper.enced Secretary 
the Calcutta Müslim Chamber, «as appo.nted as the Orşamsmg 
Secretary of the Federation. It vvas his task to orgamse the provmcul 
Müslim Chambers where none existed and to bnng them mto the 
Federation. Existing Chambers too had to be affîlıated to the Federa¬ 
tion This, of course, was not an easy task and it took seven months 
of touring, advising and organising by the Organising Secretarv. 
On April 3, 1944, 1 wrote to the Qaid : 

. .1 lıave just novv reccived a letter from Nurur Rahman, the Organi- 
sinç; Secretary of the Federation of Muslini Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry, advising that the Punjab Müslim Chamber of Commerce have 
on the 29th ultiıno vvrittcn to İlim asking lor affiliation. This is indeed 
very good news. Confidentially, ne\vs from Bombay is also good. The 
Chinoys have fallen out with Jamil, the Secretary of the All-lndia Müslim 
Chamber of Commerce of Bombay. They have resigned from that body 
and have tlırovvn their vveiglıt iııto the Bombay Müslim Chamber of Commerce 
"here tlıey propose to establish a majority and then npply ior an affiliation 
to our Federation. The latest nevvs is that these people including Sikan 
Dehlavi and Flabib Rahimtoola have obtained the necessaı*y majorit)- 
Sultan Clıinoy will he elected President and the Chamber will be afifte 
to the Centre. There is atı understandino with me and these p e0 P 
tlıat our old undertaking holds good, that Is to say, Sir Sultan ChinoY 
candtdature lor the first Presidentship of the Federation «ili be bcked ^ 

nTLt V,e AU°i a " ‘ hiS ’ ' Ke l >r l os P ccts of g ettil 'S on the 

«j ecms >e the S euin g Of a place in a%„od locality «here «« « 

S h° Ur K, M ' rMİ - »*«• Wi,hout an Office and a telepl»^ \ 
e a c to 1 ender the service that our constituteııts «ili rc *i uır 
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„ UIC .SI***™®* F 

a t eco>w“ c P „«h-*d 

„ ^ - jj££ f,,r 

| , ^Vo^rv *■*■•££* * - 2ooi . 

e,. N,-, oe,. 

^ Mr. )ir nih " 

oril»-' 944 ’ • 


On 



âth April 194«. 


MS r Ha* 8sn * . , re ?2nd or Mütrch at Lahor® 

Mr P 6 * 1 _ ı-tter of tne 

1 ”*" r ' C ' 1,ad 1° tM Jrd of AprU o» «r «ri™i af »•»*• 

- - - - — - - b * 

1 do not thl bul J certalniy meant 

0 ^ter dİ* *0* * ulte c6 " 1 "' * . 

lWt 106 " M - r . C ha.bars ol Gömerce and Industry- at 

. «on of tae MU 00 .İ.B cnaa 

ıne .as .alime far 

, puajal. «uslu CnMbar of Coas-s- 

aso W -r-» •** 41SCU6SlnS tne 

.»a ... .»»* for affılıatlon to »W -* X -»• your 


VI w il t - * 

liU „ „r ta. Jrd tost yoo bs« ta fact recel.ed intımallon fro. 
lf .a ati tav «İH ba afflllated la du. course. 


I UıinJt your latest ae»6 *ith regard to Bombay la correct but 


I &a not aure t bat you should contlnue your old understanülng. 


The real »ork »as done by our people. 1 should suggest that Sir 


Adaajee abould be the firat Presider.t bec&uae he ls t he man, »ho 


JopreBent8 really coaıercc and Industry. 


W regards your Office lo Lcini, i»r. Hur ur Rehman had come to 


befor® I left for Lanore anü 1 hope to sae hla agaln very 


8 * e * hAt cırı De done but nothing deflnlte has materialltMİ 
10 İn securlng a bulldlr^. 


Ubo 


ft . h * prlnting pre^a and machlnery, »o aust procood 

0nc « to exaaine U 

[ • I tnma you do it or itave İt to 


,, th. pro.i 8#d letUr 

^ - 10 O. 


and 


m soon as you recelTcs İt, 


Th« 


« tn. 


®achl 


anü ** 8ha iı accept it suüject to exidaln*« 


ner y, ana, tn», 

* the questlo» or anybody olu 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS t KNEW HIM 



A AnV how I auite agree wit tı you 

«hippin* in doe3 not srlse. » th « „ || 

♦ ı 0 1 .-ion conf idential. Therefore, pleaee 

should keep the negotiatıon 



ZZ, i.tt.r as soon as posslble and İst «a Sno. «n.thar I 
proceed t. «««İne ths »achlner, and taSs dslirer, dlrect 1„ . hlt „ 

cas c ! suali send conpetent san t. «-*«• İt. Don.t dsU, t*. 

, „ hnve vour immedlate instructions. 

matter and let me have your i—-- 

. 0 nnt «ble to corne, but I hope that he 

I ao sorry Ahmed was not adie 




°ight 


a in here for a day and I om really glad that he has 
îrom Luctnou drop in here ıoı 

the Piannina Conuuittee. It will add to the 
egreed to şerre on the piannıng uu 


and he alil undoubtedly be om ol the 
prestige of the commıttee and he wux 


most 


— % 

«i cûrvint tine objects that we have at 

vnlaable and helpful. İn s ng 




I am in Delhi according to mj present programme till the 17tfc 



then I will have to go to Lahore and from there to Sialkot vhere the 

Punjab Provincial Uuslim i,eague Conference is Keeting. 

Hoping and praying that you are now alright. ürith very kind 


regards. 


Tours smcerely, 


Hassan Ispahani, Esq., 
5, Canac Street, 
Calcutta. 



İn my letter to him dated April i 2, 1944, I wrote the following 
Avith reference to the Federation: 


My dear Mr. jinnah: 

I thank you for your letter of the 8th instant. 

With regard to the Bombay ne\vs, l shall be only too glad not to have 
Sultan Clıinoy as the first President of the Müslim Federation. You, hovvever, 
remember that it was your advice that Calcutta should, in spite of the backmg 
by Bombay out ol its part of the undertaking, keep the Presidentship °P en 
lor Clıinoy if he cime in. With this advice in nıind, \vhen 1 was bst * 

Bombay 1 gave in to the proposal made by Habib Rahimtoola and Sikan 31 
Delhavi regarding their capturing the Bombay Müslim Chambcr ol Comnıeı 
ınd affiliating it to the Federation on the understanding that Sultan Chino)^ 
who has severed his connections \vith the All-India Müslim Chamber o 
Commerce and İndustry of Bombay, should be made the first Pres‘ den ’ 
h you ar 1 ablc to influence these youngsters vvho, l am told, will do an)t 1 
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I v 

Wmh , v > 

•nhyt,. L • *> id *' 

ı * - l 


t 


^elcome in. McLeod Road, Karachi 


ı 943 
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“Those of our brethren who are minorities in Hmdustan may rest 


assured that «e shall never neglect or forget them. Our hearts go 

•. t ı ı *1 _ Lt f/-v rv rrv*^ f t" r\ n û n fnû m ^ J 


out to them, and w e shall consider no effort too great to help them and 
secure their well-beino for I recognise that it is the Müslim minoritv 


provinces in tbe sub-continent \\ ho \\eıe the pioneers and carried die 


M ~ ^ — — - — — J*. 

banner alott tor the achievement ot our cherished goal ot Pakistan. I 


m 


s hal t never toroet their support, nor 1 hope the majority ot Musli 
provinces in Pakistan w il 1 tail to appreciate that they were the pioneers 
in the vançuard ot our historic and heroic strııggle tor the achievement 

ot Pakistan which todav is an accomplished fact.” 



Qaid-e-Azam: Eid message, Aug ust 
l8 , 1947 - 
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of 


•def, 


t j ıcn I >v i 11 l>c only too gUd «o drop Suluı\, Ymı I 


1 .11*W Ih 


y 


m r ü °'t u ’ since the trick he pl.ıyedon mo on theeve of the lası mevtim- 

*• ıVwr İlil 11 ‘ __ ı . • ı ..I. *11 1... -1..I .i » »• 


rS for 


fcling» ,w * p >rnl (he Federation. 1 ahali be ghd to İlave yom* advlce. m ıhı- 
a( pelh* to ° surc Y ou must ha ve discusscd tlıc Federalion Wlth my brothaı 

jpatter. ^"Vhis very short slay wltlı you iıı Delhi_ 

^hm a( ‘ 1 u 

Yours ve.ry Hİncmdy, 

HASSAN 


{sîevv 


• on April 17, «944* * addressed my leader, vvlıo was at 
, A Delî’i. as under; 

M , J«r Mr. JH 

# 

" continuation of my last lirıes on the Federation ot Müslim Chambcr 
C mmcrce & Industry, I am cnclosing copy ol letter ('rom Sikandar 
n hlavT received by me this morning. I await your guidance in the matter. 

. Sir Sultan Chinoy be left out vvithout brcaking the gentlcmen’s agreement 
ivedat betvveen Sikandar, Habib and myself vvhen l was last in Bombay? 

I am also cnclosing a copy of letter received this moming, from Cihulanı 
Molumed. 1 1 havethrustmy neck inthelion’sdcn. Itsecms tlut I am in for 

trouble wHh my good fricnds. 

The world is full of vvorries. 

I wish you success in your mission in the Punjab. 


With kind regards, 


Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 


From “Kooshik”, near Nishat in Srinagar, Ke replied on May 

2 o, 1944 : 



22 JU'f 11 


Mr a * ,,~ 



Kooshlk", Near Nishat, 
Srinagar, Kashmif, 
20th May, 1944. 


“y d «ar Kassan, 


na&san, v 

, _ o nU vûu fOT 

I hava receivah ali your lettarî, ana I tnarm. > 

. t . 2 /ılrtP 


1 biter c.* 




an ° llJt “a 'îaai with them ali, as I hava «ot now at last 

breat hlng ti»,. 

Plrn, «Uh r.g.rrt to th* °unjat>, I think ti» M* 

b,s " 0.4, , UUe oUar aja the l3 , ue has be en oryst»llA* ed * I 1 15 
F ' Mn “ M '"ister of Pakistan and, ıktreafter, Govcmor-General ol PaklsM 
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thoroughly And moat •fficieıuly th# 

no» up to us to ori-n*.w tha İafoı-mntion yo» ha 

isetlon of th* Aller.oen to th» C«lctt*,® Cor |JOf ‘ 

10e abüUt U ' r ® f gr «»t sötisf»ctlon to you that y Qu fc 1 

-«-* - :r: 

—«• - hu * 1 —- *. 

,. cura İt for ” Pawn” , unfortunately my 

meetin g ra y »ishes to secuı ' ■ 

r M our neople is tin* t the composlng »achines tr , 

gıformation froo our peoi 

>orilm onlr by «... .»1 »® *•>•» " 1U b ' ° f “> us. to 
rl rem .y ar. mt.d -İti. «-pot» and can cuy * 

utmsad i" «»bay or İn raloutta. I as. »anOlng you h«,r.w Uh 
of the full report from Joseph and our Manager, Mahmood 

copy 

_VOU mi c ht. r^... 


a 


; .Habaj 


deai 


copy o» r 

for your Information, in these clrcumstances, you mlght now _ 
wlth the Hyderabad Government in such a marrner as you ınay think 
best for your o»n purpose. 

Wlth regard to the pederatiou of Müslim Chambcrs of Coamerc* 
and industry, no doubt thatth® success vn»s not due to the reason- 
ableness on the part of our opponents, out İt »as due to the fact 
that the Müslim Laaguer*- and others <ro.Be to the oodasicn and taade 

a terrıfic effort, and hence the result that you see. The Bombay 
Chamber should in the ordinary course be first affiliated to the 
Federatlon of the Müslim Chambers of Comınerce and Iniustry. 

As regards your question, ”Can Slr Sultan Chinoy be left 
out without breaking the gentlemen’s ngreement arrıved at betv»c<B 
Sikandar, Habib and myself when J was last ın Bombay?”, I do not 
exactly know »hat the agremment was. Evldently Habib no» is th# 
ackno ledged leader, and it »ould s e em rather extraordinary th&t 

an Chinoy, *ho is merely a member of the Bombay Chamber, 

should be lifted T » 

P* I uo not understand what is meant by 

Sikandar Dehlavi when he s&ys ”i do not know whether Slr 
election to the proposed Office of the Federated 

Chnınber »ili be subse q uent to the off.clal affiliation of the 
Bombay Chamber«» „ nt11 _ 

1 am in possession of full facts, i c 

tell . Ult f ° r ' ne L ° ex P re£ s any definite opinion. X * B) ' 

° U nere that Habib Rahimtoolft sa» me here a coupl® ^ 
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*i 0: 


lll'i 


fro® 


r.he 


flNG aT ECONOMIC independence 

onversation I had wlth hlm there does not 






be 


any 0 


s 

C 


blig* tion on psrt of anyone that Sir Sultan 
e 011 J k 0 elected the flrst Presldent of the Müslim 

.. s h0Uİ 

nd m the event there bein S a feeling between 

r P(1 Bombay, you mlght flx on somabody belonging to soma 

r|Jc utta * n 

■•ovince thls year, and aftar ali the tern) of the President 

othe r P 

ls oni/ <* or one year * 

I feel very much bet.ter already from the change and rest 
#ven within a few days here. Thls İs the flrst hollday that I 


aB taking after 7 years of very atrenuous work, and İt is 

necessary for me, and I hope to remairı here as long as it is 
possible for me to do so. 

Hoping you ar e quite fit now, and with very kind 
regards from Miss J i onalı and myself 


Yours very sincereiy. 


Hassan Tspahani,. Esq., 
5 , Caraac Street, 
CALCOTTA. 



'Vere | nn Lu . Were ,7 but SUrely blowin g «ver and tkings 
Our Le °t § b " ght and cheerful - Bombay’s front was crumblinf. 

his coterip me j there ha< ' turned tbe tables on Sir Sultan and 

1 'vrote t, M d ^ Chamber bad been captured by our soldiers. 

Mr * J ırma h on October 24, 1944, as under: 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: 

Chanlb n * tr *° mtonn )' ou t,wt with the affiliation of the Bombay Muslini 
& Itıdust ° Lommerce « tllc Federation of the Müslim Chambers of Commerce 
don 0 f S t L\ at DeUai lras now g r o\'Ti into a robust and represcntative organisa- 
Vou . Müslim merchants and industrialists of İndia. As I have advised 
i°uı th ^" °P ÜSe to the First General Meeting of the Federation in the 
j ' veek °f November or the first week of December, 1944. 

I jee L 0rVCurririL S ' vil * 1 nı y b rol her’s advice, I approached Sir Adam- 

ij. Us û hcrnooa and requested him to acccpt the first Pres iden tship of 
Federation. My appeals and entreaties bore no fruit. He kept on 
I ^ onour on g r °unds ol ili healtlı, age and inability to travel to 

, every now and again. 1 assured Kim that 1 \vould vvork as his Secretary 
| . yŞp 1 through his tenure of office and reduce his worries and responsibilities 
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... , t m docllnel » ntl , '' he '* ^ plfcsri 

t o thc minimum. 1 - . re ,pon.lblllty.. ..» çUç, 

my brothcr should »ho. |css ıl.oro «•'» »omcono ot ılu hclm ı« mv| ‘ 

strongly of thc opın'on d* (m |)Unc , lin „ w lth ıhc cûpaclty an.l ,l riv f 

«he Alp of ** ^‘rlntotlnn ^ ^iT , ° T, m ™ l, ' i »e "n, 

m y brothcr will have «< • at | c , l8 t lor ıhc reason thaı ther* w i 

brothcr wouhl not acııp discrcdit «ho McratUm. Ils oppc,n C[Us 

be nıany tongncş «hal « b n monl |„, have becn»ylng (hat 

ight tlırough thc l»« b esti bli»hnıcnt of thc Meral ton and spı„„|i 
ıave becn workmg ıo bocausc thcy want to capture it ant ı 


rıgm uuuuj» ---- ^ establislımeıu «” .... “Fuainn 

lıave becn workmg Jo (Jircclioll bccausc thcy want to capturc U and t( , 

largcsumsofmoney m intcrcslfl . İle wouhl not İlke people to f«l 

usc it to lurthcr ti(u , (1 anJ proven to bc truo. lurthcr, 1 „. |, 

that this responsibility aml work and eannot shouldcr a tt rtv 

u brothcr is secili 1 ' Sir Adan.jec this cvening and will again rcqucst hira 
My brotheı g , uvc r.ıilc.l. 1 ltopc hc wıU «uccccd. i shali 

toaccept thc responsibility. i m» 

keep you adviscd of thc result. 


Yours very sinccrclv, 


HASSAN 


On April .i, .945, ' received from Mr. Jmnah a full charge 
blast from Bombay. He had apparently grovvn weary of wa.tıng for 
the inauçural meeting of the Federation. He w rot e: 


My dear Hassan: 

...Have you becn slceping över the Federation of Müslim Cham- 
bers of Commerce, and is it mcrely to remain a paper schenıe? I anı verv 
much disappointed indeed that so nıuch delay has bcen caused in ho ıng 
cven your first meeting. We arc losiııg very valuable time and a g° . eI | 
opportunity. Evcry \veek that passes is ııo\v not only creating a sense 
frustration and despair amongst those who have vvorked and arc wı > 5 
and ready to \vork, but in the rapid developmenls that are taking P 
Müslim India will unfortunately find itseli’ as usual \vith the motto 
Late ”. I spoke to Ahınad and I was assured that everything ' vas ,ca 
and this ıvas as far back as Novcmber last. İt seeıııs to ine that youı* Seci etar 
in Delhi is inconıpetcnt, and unless you vvake up and ginger up t ' 1 ‘ n S ’ 
the business and commercial Muslini India w ili suffer very serıous y. 

Yours sincerely, 

M.A. JINNAH 

1 1 is an.xiety in regard to the Federation vvheıı he received 11 . ^<5 

o April 24, from vvhich I shall quote the relevant portion, 
relieved. 
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een Navvabzıda Nasrulla and myself on 
nveetin” at Calcutta—'94Ç 


\vay to attend a public 


*■ 


B Y courlesy ofMohtoroma Fatima Jinnoh 
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No w 1 ara to the Congress King Charles’ head and anı on their |j st 
as criminal number oııe. I slıall face my trial if it ever comes. But 
İK-licvo nıe I slıall ııever Fail to do my duty toıvards my people. 

Qaid-e-Azam: Address to students oF Islamia College, Peshaıvar- 
28 November, 194Ç. 
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peaf 


w r Jinnu”- 

, ı t h instant with the Calcutta Müslim Chamber 

left f° r Delh ' ° n Vtvhich vvas headed by Sir Adamjee Haji Daovood. 
y^ nl erce De le g at " 01 on the l8 th night, and after a conference that 

of C °‘ ched D elhl Ve0 ‘ we turned un at the YMCA Hail at 10.30 a.m. 

Vtill ' vel1 P aSt ' 1 meetincr of the Federation of Müslim Chambers 

İ3St Vtena the first armua The "meeting was not spectacular because no 
'f commerce * **£ ^ neve rtheless a grand success Every province 

“'lider — “V'^p “vince Chamber was represented and the Hudut» 
barring < h ^ c en r 'led vvishing «he Federation unquahfied success and 
Chantb'^ j^bility to par«icipa«e «his time. 

y g , busincss straightway and with a break of two and 

\Ve sat do"" " t on t ill iveli after 8 p.m. Next day our 

a kalf houts for ^ a m and cont inued till luncheon time. Every 

nıeeting comnıenc Superfluous speeches and unnecessary argu- 

cne was most busmess hk . P d d . Th Memorandum and 

nıents »ere cut «ut. ^ through c l au se by clause and amended 

Articles ol Assoc . ^ J ho | e of the const itution vvas put to the body 

»here necessary. resolutions of importance were also 

and carried unammons^ Some ^ , he point . The first 

passed. The speeches »ere b ^ Haji Daw00 d. The list of 

Pf İS ' b “ rlrs »âs also releas’ed ,o the press at a Press Conference held 

the «ermination of our first meeting. 

we are still smart ing ımder one^gmat disabUUy 

accommodation to house t e t wenty months. Unfortu- 

found and efforts have not een ac ı g ‘ been left untapped 

nately, nothing has comeı out u ali ^ M We have had 

and no person of mfluence shortcomings right through from 

to labour under many dıfficu ıe y/ith His help we have 

the start. God has been most mercıful to us Wıth f Hıs P ^ ^ 

surmounted ali these dıfficultıes and w e pıa) 1 ,, a ,f full speed 

help us out of this last one. Nurur Rahman has been told to go full speed 

ahead. I have no doubt that he wıll do so. 

The first meeting was delayed due to Sir Adamjee S ınabılıty to leave 

Calcutta earlier as his son vvas away in Australia. I saw Lıacjat AU “f 
assured the representation of the Federation in the Central Commrttees 

will come as a matter of course now that the Government o n 
that it has passed the organising stage and has a constitution an o 
to conduct its affairs. 


ah: 


i hope the report given above will gi ye y ou satisfaction and yo ' 
n °t f ee ^ that we have been idling or sleeping. Believe me, 1 aave p 
a dev U of a lot of work for the Federation and every member of the Commı e 
b °" determirted to see that the Federation goes from strength to s g 
left Delhi 1 nıade it clear to Nurur Rahman that work must proce 
th ^ (,c ^" w ork regularity and with the speed oi lightning. He ga 
coiTn ' mn u, tdertaking that he vvas now in a position to carra o 
aiV (,f the Committee and could not make any progress so long as 
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qaid-E'AZAM as i knevv um 


I |,ı Ijccmusc İte had no statuı whâts>n 
c rs t mceting "•''' n<l ’. Secretarv of a bodv «W .... 


cyos as 


ncetiıtg ' vas n ° l cîrpı'i ıry—the Secretary of a body that 
s - Org.tnismg ^ fulurt . date . 


tn 




into c.xistence at a" 


was to f ; ,ciûl 


Yours s iıictii'el 


y, 


hassan 


From Matheran where t| ıe greaH e a der was taking muoh- 



rest, he wrote on May 6, 1940 


nee dd 


Dear Hassan: 

1 luve received your letter of 2+th, Apri] andI read 'he accoum of the 
successfııl nıeeting of «hc Federation of Muslnn Chamber. of Comme* 
hope tlut you people realise the urgeney and the tmpor.ance of Musli m 
İndi» tnaklng eveîy effort to make up the leevvay. What we novv wa„, U 
selfless workers and deeds and not rnere words and thoughts and speeclıes. 

I read the account of the meeting in the Press, but I regret that it ıvas 
not properly nıanaged and for some reason or the other, it did not get the 
Press as it ought to slıave, having regard to its importance. Anyhow, I am 
oUd that novv that the mat ter is put on a proper and constitutional basis, 
î hope the Secretary Nurur Rahman vvill wake up and be as aetive as it 
is possible to do so. 1 knovv it is difficult to get in Delili any accommoda- 
tion, but let ine teli you that lots of people lııve secured accommodation 
lon>F after your Secretary \vas hunting for it, and quite good accommodation 


too.... 


Yours sincerelv, 

M.A. JINNAH 


* k Getting suitable accommodation lor the Federation at Delhi 

^■atinued to preseni an insurmountable problem, notvvithstanding 

mt' J' nna ^ s Gew, to ıvhich I did not subseribe, that it \vas lack ot 

t " 111 P ar * was tesponsible tor not findinga suitableoffic®* 
I wrote to him on May u : S 

My dear Mr. Jinnah: ^ |^H 

1 "™k you f„ r your | etter of the 6dl in , tjnt . 

Ali the ne\vs aoen^v 

at the Imperial Hotel and r prese r atatLv es were collected by Sri KisHen 

proceedıngs of tlıe meetinj° ^ le Presic lent’s speech, resolutions and 

", press > ?s is tlıeir habit* hu? gİVea to them - U the Hindu agencies 

aese are tlıe difhculties that ° Ut ^ us Um activities, whıt can we do- 

w . . ° Ur has to face ali along the Üne. 

Wıth regard to tl » - 5 ■ 'G 

v'ehavedoneourbestand a rTsunf° f | n , S . Uİtable P lace for the Federation, 

taıthfully at it. 1 have applied to everyone 
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AIMIN 


Uf 


at ECONOMIC INUt^tiNUEJN^c 


he ] us . Nawabzada was requested three 
I m», W S aWİ Xl' hin. agai n ycs.erday, he swore that he had 
k"""’ 1 \vhcn I aPI> r “5,. | am at Nurur Rahman tw.ce a week. He ıs 

’riîi' i5 l ’ eS ' a lace ıh'is summer. Such hopes ıvere given before only 

İ« , P cr " l ,f 8 unful^ le<1 - 

rell 1.1 |n 


• • 


10 


Yours very sincerely, 


HASSAN 


a he wrote from Matheran: 
On May i 4 . ne 


M 


v dear Hassan: 


I hone you are better. I have received a very encouraging letter 
V ' Adamiee, assuring me that he will do his very best to translate the 
fr° m S " f , Federation of the Müslim Chambers of Commerce, wh-ch ıs 
policy ol the and he will do ali he can to work in every way ıt ıs 

to do so. 1 hope you people will get together and be up 

and doing. 


With very kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


M.A. JİNNAH 


Our correspondence on the establishment of the Federation 
came to a close after my letter to him of May 18, 194^, which carried 
the following lines: 

I “Since writing this letter I have received your letter of the 14-th instant 

1 for which please accept my tlıanks. 1 cannot say that I am better, but I 

do not feel any \vorse. 1 too assure you that evervthing will be done by 
t me to see that the promise made by us to you in regard to the Muslini 

I federation is fully carried out. 

İŞ nıcet ing of the Committee ol the Muslini Federation will be held 

■ ln â cut ta on the 31 st instant”. 

and j n 1 ^ ^ nc ^ a Federation ol Muslini Chambers of Commerce 

C0 *°rdinate\h' V ^ OSe a ^ Federations of Chambers was to 

' ^ e mands to K . n nıem ^ ers activities and make representations and 
^ e half 0 f it s , rom ^ le Central Government of India at Delhi on 
I , e )d of Conım'T ^ ^ f ° P rotect an d promote their interest in the 
Hffig 4e numh 6 k^dustry, was truly and firmly established 

1 F e J el y. the British F°ri ex *?** n § Federations in British India to three, 

So M r era ^ on > the Indian Federation and the Muslini 
P e Musli ms 0ne mna °nce nıore fulfilled his desire. He 

[ more instrunıent ol unity and commercial and 
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—- rf'tz&szsz saa 


; 


orient aimays which latek became r.u. 


. . „ rHc all-absorbing political activity the Wot , 

Despıte the , 0 rece ive the Qaid’s attention and it jf 

nation-buıldıng co p0 |j t ical turmoil that Orient Airway s w 

during these months ot pu ] vvjj 

created. 


when I w as in Delhi in June 1946 011 one of m > ro «'ne visit, 

1 Is un bing with the Qaid-e-Azam at h.s home 10, Auran gffib 
n" C 1 discussing provincial and national polıtıcs, he cut me sho rt 
Road, and well to talk of Muslıms as a nation and to 

4 nd “d a separate homeland for them, a homeland in which they 

demand P , • n ]jght and shape their o\vn desti™ 

ran ive accordıng to their ovvn "g" ı , h 

b do you realise that such a State vvould be useless ıf we dıd not 
ve the men, the material and the wherew.thal to run ,t? Do you 
tealise that in India there is not a smgle a.rl.ne whıch ıs owned ot 
onerated by Muslims? You should know how many such lınes are 
owned financed and manned by Hindus. Do you know hovv many 
Müslim pilots and mechanics we have in the country? Ho W can 
we do anything with this inadequacy of material—material whıch 

every nation rnust have in ample supply?” 



He was emphasising a fact. 1 replied that he was right. He 
stood up and vvith the characteristic gesture of his hand, whıch his 
political disciples cannot forget, said: “What is the use ol admitting 

ali this?” 


I tried to submit that the starting of an airline was a big under- 
taking; that it would cost a packet ol money and it woııld have to 
face much opposition İrom vested interests, particularly Hm u > 
hefore the nevv company, ovvned, financed and operated by Muslims» 
as be envisaged, vvould be allovved to operate. 

He replied that vve should trust in God, have faith in our caU ^ 
and go ahead. He, as a “poor man”, vvould purcbase shares in ^ 
company to prove that be backed his idea vvith financial particip a ^ 
He asked me to discuss the matter vvith Sir Adamjee and mv bro ^ 
Miıza Ahmad at Calcutta and to get busy vvith the task of starti 
ai1 1 ine vvithout loss ol time, as there vvas little time to lose. 

• •. • m i ifc 
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ecoN OM.C INOTFKNMNCE 


ıj f-K-ıt; it was the Qaid e 
re told thai , far 


ntlemen vvel e 10 c ' t u cv did not ask f° r 
t>vo g ent,en ^„ld be done, thcy a ..^ The 


these »av- & , should be done J Airways. The 

r h 0 Tder ** \â floatation o^teO. ^ ^ operate d 

1 We se< to .'« notonly rhe , fir * t .‘"c«r »U-MusHm publıcc 


on<-’ 
to 


to "°f ot on |y the first -^ r5 ° n a i;; Mus | im public company 
OH-’V'^'tion l'ndi^ industrial history rf 

in rCW" d İn M S w"« boUght by - M for' n substantial amounts, and 
o f, ı it one cror mp bougbt scrıps loı , to have just 

t U İ- conti T'rs ; ı^th lînıited means vho «« ^ they wanted 

- h ;:::îh *• »/- r» Mus. J underttking «hich 

esh the honour of paıt P ğ Q a id-e-Azam. 

SUp - d support 

■ . 1 f our converted Dakotas 

i After the Company was ^ro^TEMCO ofTexas. We paid, 

L purchasedin USA m 194 niece. When I vısıted t e 

Çember aright, Sonnection vvjth my participat.on 

United States later the samc a e the honour of presentıng 

J! the HcrM rritune Forum wh iat e d ^ h ase of three Convatr 

the case of Müslim indi . I g These aircra f t were modern had 

!4 „' S from Co , nso 'f s t e e atsas the Dakotas and vvere faster by at least 
raice the number ot *»« ^ delivered during th ç year 

' +0 n Af,er P .rouWe from the established Lines, which did not vvelcome 
'S 49 ' Ar "‘ he Company obtained permission to operate the 
a neucon , P , 194.7 The Government ot 

Galcutta-Rangoon service as îrom june 10, 1947. 

India’sDirector-General of Civil Aviation, on one pretext or the other, 
kept delaying the consideration of our application. Even tvhen we 
vvere ready to commence our service to Rangoon, w e had to stand 
bv and meet the heavy establishment expenses ot the airline toı tKree 
months before permission was granted by New Delhi to commence 


operations 


On February ç, 1 947» I reported to the Qaid-e-Azam on the 
progress of our airline undeıtaking as follovvs: 

t( r\ r 

dclav hrT <l ' rtra ^ aP ° ex P ecte( t to touch Karachi tomorrovv. A vveek’s 

°f South Amer CaUSe ^ Cn l 0Ute ^ ue to some re d-tape trouble in Natal (North 
' n Iraq erıca )- At the time ol vvriting, these aeroplanes are somevvhere 


ıc ürganisatio 

"riting to the Cl ^°' V com P^ ete —ready to start operation. Wc shall 
to c beck our planes lri j l1Jn * ‘^' r P‘ ce n s >ng Board, to send his representatlve 
0 °P ( -Tate ort an a | r r °rganisation prior to granting us necessary licence 
y , * Su ppose ali this av ili take a \veek to complete'’. 
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On l'rbıu.uy *!>« 


İM 


w role: 




. . 


l.r 


L ,h« . .*I’P I|W Î . .. :!"• ° rleM Alr «"V'i„„, 

Iır.u'd .myil'lııg .. . ..' l '»> 


I t’c<ı< I v .ir.ll 1" "'V M P |*IU-Ulou w itli a c*Keque tor R s> . R 

. I I I ... I I. t I Ilı I w* i i . i.«^ A !_ . ^ S » Û rs ~ 


I 





()„ l'ebrıınry İH, ' wrate (-> hini reporting on 
si1 1 mİ ioıı İn Bengili and addetl o para in connection 

Airvvays, vvlılch iradî 




ür ‘cnt 


' Vo.ır am>llt!Allou lor s| uro< in tlıc 0, ' iea '' Airways vvas 

• • * * 1 1 1 . « ... _ _!.! l ..,1 i « .^« 4 -_ i -__ 


‘»H"”". " ••ıı. . 'ı rece >ve ( ] 

f our davı aım ımd ihe recelpl was aırmailed to you yesterday. ‘ B “ u 

• I _ I ««ilil lw« (!Mnl inil «ırSl-L! 


four dayı .u;«> .mu mo w- r ”»• .—" ” j~ No SOon 

ftllolnıcııl Is imde, tho ncccaaary letter wil! be seni and wıthiı» a f ew d 

il vvill be exel.a.ıee.l lor tbe acrips ol tbe Company.” f 


The base of tho Orient Airvvays vvas at Calcutta. Compared 
w i t h it» successor, 11 »c İMA today, il w? s a nıoclc s( undeı taking without ) 
ol cour.se» goverııment backing or h nanei ng. Afteı Partition, Orient 
Airvvays transrerred i t s main hase to Karachi and operated vvithout 
a day’s break its service» ııntil it vvas absorbed by the nevv Corporation, 
ihe İMA. İl vvas the Orient Airvvays vvhich rendered yeoman service 
during the disturbances vvhich foilovved Partition. It brought Müslim 
relugees İroni India and flevv oııt Hindus İroni Pakistan. Had it not 

O 

been lor the Orient Airvvays, there vvould not have existed an air 
link betvveen East and West Pakistan for a long time after Partition. 
These great Services the Company vvas privileged to render because 
it existed, and for its existence and for tbe subsequent development and 
grovvtlı ol oıır national airline in vvhich vve take pride today, vve 
shoııld bless tbe memory of Mohammed Ali Jinnah. 


MÜSLİM COMMERCIAL BANK 


ki o w many of us knovv that it vvas the Qaid-e-Azam vvho 

encoııraged and almost insisted on tbe creation of another first class 

Müslim bank in the sub-continent? He vvould say: ll We clainı that 

vve aıe a nation one lıundred million strong and yet bave just 1 

bank (the İlahili Bank) oııt of the scores vvhich operate in indi 

That, indeed, vvas the correct position. It vvas his persistence, dd 

and talks vvith the late Sir Adamjee Haji Davvood and my brotheB 

Mirza Ahmad, vvhich brought into being the Müslim Commercı 3 
Bank. & 


one 

»I 


L 

. vvith 


I le Bank vvas incorporated in Calcutta on July 9. 1 9+7. ^ i 
an authorısed Capital of Rs. 3 erores. After Partition, vvhich fol^ 


soon after, offices of the Bank were opened in 













’ I 


* 


" 
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, ,, ,8, with its registered office at Karachi. 

■ i . r ı„. nıi«l‘ lle ol ’ 7 . o, ooo (and in those years, 

1l’' kıst , caM «p aml 1 | u . s and crores vvere really b.g money). 
,j| u . ı.« 11 ? I.u s wcrc . ı. of denosits (as on 



JY^' t . np UM ' 1 w ,« ın( l crores were reany uıg mutu-;,. 

J»y s > laC8 r W mmercial Bank boasts of deposits (as on 
Müslim i mnn . ^ and has , g2 branches. 

Today. <>’ , , nuH mung '<> Hs ' 63 ' 








V 


ı,u) 

ıU9 w 


W »UMMW STMSHIf CONTAM 











—M , j.., it was the Qaid’s drive and 

Again, İm"’ '"' ınv J^° Habib brothers in Bombay to float 

,hc Muhammad- • 1 worke| l s jn another essentıal and nat.on- 
an »port^y X , 1( |j The Habibs launched this enterprıse and 

building undotia ' 11 S d for jt at a time w hen Müslim capıtal 

>btainei 'fndöfseeking investment in industry. Qaid-e-Azam s name 

»as not fond ot seeKi g _ nation in ali spheres 


*rr S Slg 7 oî .he »don in eli spheres 

:“1İ .C.'.İ.J mU .he «sl of ‘he *“ 

Cşnpany to a large extent. 


I can çite cases of other Industries which came into being because 
ol the Qaid-e-Azanı’s imagination and foresight, but tor my present 
purpose the few instances I have detailed in these pages snould be 
adecjuate. Those who had the privilege ol kno\ving the Qaid-e-Azanı 
"ili remember with gratitude what he olten said: Without econonıic 
progress, freedom is worth nothing as one cannot turn it to full 
Bvantage”. For us, these words will never be more true than they 
ar etoday. İ ^' r ıl^mtiİİ 


Pfeua a ^° remem ^ er ^ was Q a id-e-Azam s 

s ^ Slon "hich brought many Muslini entrepreneurs from foreign 

and are nc ^ ustr ^ es i n Pakistan. Today, they are well settled 

İM " 



aping the henefits which have accrued to thenı in our free 


an d th< 


Ü P of our . a ° a ^ S ° ma ^hıg noteworthy contribution to the building 


ec oııomy. 
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SIMIA CONFERENCIÎ ANI) GENIİHAI. 
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'! 





rr„ E Conference convened l»y the Viceroy, Lord w av «,| 

' Simla in June 1 94 Î ropr^nu -,1 .1 m» ve <-n.ho part of the B ’« 
Government .0 rope in the poNHcal |Mrl.e* lorUm purpoşc of Carr J* 
on the administration and tackling a hoşt o 'lıllicult problem, ari lJ 

out ofthe War. The Britislı idca was to cnlıat the co-operatlon „f J 

political parties so as to creato an lıııpression on the outside w 0r o 
t hat India vvas ınaking an appreciative coıılTİhutlon to the ıvar effi,,. 
and was sympatlıetic to Brıtaın s aspıratıons. İl vvas gıven out that the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council vvould be ı ot oıısi it ııled vvithin tlı^ 
framevvork of the existing constitutioıı (Government of India Act of 
1919) and that this vvould be vvithout prejudice to the cssential f 0rrn 
of the lıı tu re permanent constitutioıı or constitutions for India. The 
proposals which the Secretary ol State lor India, Mr. L. S. Amerv 
and the Viceroy, Lord VVavell, announced vvere briefly as follovvs• 

( 1 ) With a vie\v to securing under the existing constitution the 
co-operation ol ali communities and sections on the vvar vvith ]apan and 
in planning post-vvar economic development thTîxecutive Council 
woııld be reconstituted so that ali its members, except the Governor- 
Gene rai and f he Comnıander-in-Chief, vvould be Indian political 

{->\ a™ "V ^ e r aI P ro P ort ions ol Caste Hindus and Muslims; 

Premi- C ° n ere n C ^ ° ^ * e;K ^ rs an d Provincial Premiers and ex- 

of name s b-m' C C \ ^ a '^ l * K ' V wou ^ as ^d to submit panels 
Council - (ıt c W IC , t U Vlcer °y wou 'd select the personnel of the 

«on of ^pLibirgoÎemmVnt*^"*- W ° U ' d ^ P° SSİb ' e "T 1 •' 
of coalition of the nıain - • m ^ ectlon 9 3 provinces on the bas ıs 

The alacnty with whi I ı iSH 

released shortlv before rh . r r Con 2 ress leaders, who had been 
invitation shovved that th ^ ,° nl crence » responded to the Viceroy s 
a chastening effect on thpm C ^ cnt,un about tlıree years had had 
of the Viceroy and joi n thT c aılxiet > r to get on the right 

' J tKe txpcut ive Council on the tenJo^ A 
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■ ...j, Government \vas in ımrked contrast to tU* ı 

, £ *ey hd launched the “Quit India” 

> "parHer in April ‘94h they had rejected a similar offer |GT 

l,+1, Cfl'ord Cripps, «İneli Mr. Gandhi had called ı • gl 1 

te' Sİr e Tn » crashing bank'. Their calculation nd 1*°*^ 
•ltc<l üe on ... «.i ,a 1 _ . nd ho P es havina 


bv 

w 


ı crashing _ . 

f’ovcd illusory, 

1 t |,enew°ft er wıth pnly one ob^ 

Mus - lm^aM for JPakiştan. The M^fî^rf 1 
(JfZÛh a very d.fficult s,tııation. İt had to ensure that fhl Mı 
quota of Müslim members ol the reconstituted Execurive r , fu 
,n froııı the ranks of the Müslim League and a saf C j Uncl1 was 
d for the proteetion of Müslim inJGG SafegUard was P™- 


dra w 
v 


Wd ed for the proteetion of Müslim interests'against uS G P ™' 

by the non-Muslım majority in the Council The r recısı0ns 

Uııioııists claimed seats out of the Müslim quota C ° ngreSS and the 

poıverfıd fmcGlG TglsT hirn n TTG b °' dl >' f -«' the 
mittee, he took a L sG on "he tw 0 n C °- 

rWhile the Congress and other nartiec c 1 P° ,F ! S meıl tioned above. 

ıvere prepared to abide bv the VicerovCd mit - te<İ PanelS ° f names and 
ol names, the Qaid-e-Azam stond f ~ ecls 'on on the final seleetion 

any Üst of names, unless tl e Leıo gr ° Und a " d reflısed to submit 
On neither point ıvas the Vicerov n T"* °" the P°-ts. 
finally told the Qaid-e-Aza m that P h repared t0 § lve 3n assurance. He 

members of the Müslim Le gue btU the" i^h P "r ed t0 ‘T'" 1 * 6 ‘ OUr 
representative of the Unionfst P v U' WOU ' d §° to a 

acceptable to the Muslini Lea e ue‘ for G " WaS entİrel - V un - 

ahsence o( the safeouaM Tef ı r b ? dy ° * he Mus '‘ms, and in the 
jeopardised I m iv he C 01 ’ t le ^* usdm interests would be 

«at that tim^fence'M T *r*z Ma ' İk Fh '° Z Kha " No011 ' who 

V the Ofid e Az G" °', the VİCer ° y ’ S Exec “tive Council, 

he Ped the Muslini TaıG ^ develo P ments and thus 

Tl 

e lucidated I ' ^ c;i ö ue s P os it;ion \vas clearly and convincinglv 

as follows- “n- C , İ( 7 e Azam at a P ress c °nference on July 14,194^, 
arranp 1 > s obvious to any intelligent man that it vve accept this 

•ndefı ern ? nt f 1C ^ a ^' stan ‘ ss ne will be shelvedand put in cold storage 
arr e y* vvhereas the Congress will have secured under this 

to\v "bat tbey vvant, namely a clear road for their advance 

r( s s oc-Uring Hindu national independence of India, because the 
k * e Executive will \vork as a unitary government ol India, and we 


İl 


° w this Interim orprovisional arrangement vvill have a way ol 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS 1 KNFW H 


IM 



serttin»- down for an unlimıted penod, and »U the forc*. j 
p ,so,l İecntive plus the known pohcy ol he Bntuh Goy„ 
! <)r d YVavelI’s strong inclinatıon lor a un.ted imha vvould < 

jeopardise us . " 



h ,1, ‘ t, 

'»ın,a h,) 




İn view of the Qaid-e-Azam s fırın stand vvhıch waı |, a( . 
the entire Müslim hıdia, the Conference broke up. It was a S 

of his foresight, statesmanship and ınvıncble determination. 

not fal ter, even though he had to face the tr.ple combinati on ' 
British, the Congress and the qııislıng Muslıms. 1 


>h 

İti 


lı, 


Chagriııed by their failure, the Congress.and other Hindu dr c l 
raised the cry that the League by its intransigence had vvrcckçd ti '* 
Conference and the Qaid-e-Azam was a stumbling block i n the ^ 
of attainment of India’s freedom. In fact, it was not India’s 
but the design ol Hindu domination at the cost ol Muslini intanı»* 
that had been thıvarted by his courageous and \vıse stand. He riphth 
called the Wavell Plan ‘a snare’ from \vhich he saved the Müslim 
nation, thus paving the \vay lor carrying on the struggie lor Pakista 
to a successlul conclusion. The failure of the Simla Conference leh 
the British Government \vith no otner alternative but to order general 
elections to the Legislatures—Central and Provincial—which the Mus. 
lims had been demanding, for they provided the Muslini League 

\vith the long-awaited opportunity to prove its daim to he the sole 
representative party of the Muslims. 


A İter the Sınıla Conterence the Labour Party had conıe into power 
|İd England as a result ol the general elections. Sir Stafford Cripps, 

tl ° 'rl r , ng Mİ , nİ f erS İn Mr - Attlee ’ s C^hinec, expressed the 
he o ^ 6 ° the Sİm ‘ a CWere nce was due not so muchto 

ÎfluLc hat 0 TP 08 ' 110 " ° f tHe Interİm Government as to the 
more permanent' I em P 01ar )' arrangement was likely to have upon the 

andfreeself-governmentof H^° Uİd , h *y e t0 be made lor the , fu " 

the means of arriving at a ne - 6 = If İS far better t0 eX P ed,te 

of Pakistan nuıst form a Llmanent settlement in \vhich the question 

anyminority however I ma J or lssue * It would not be right to allow 

of self-governnıent i n I an ^ lm P 0rtant > to hold up the attainment 

the Müslim maioritv n ^ an ^. more than it vvould be right tod’orce 

to which thev took fnnd lnCCS ' ri | l<> a new c °nstitutional arrangement 

appreciation of the situatioT^İ ° bjection,, « 2 This was a realistim 
__^ UaUOn - The Qaid-e-Azam in the course ot a 
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declared: “Let us go ahead witlı the 
, on °’ an ent constitutional settlement. Pakistan must 

sf eC 1 , for 3 P^ rn Q f f re edom and independence of India is to be 
İfSdded th p ISS yer surrender the issue of Pakistan to anybody as 
$;>■ We " s ; and righteous and is the only solution for India. We 
oUr cİ3 inl ıs ^ elections so that they may önce and for ali convince 
,yant w our r epresentative character’ ’. 3 On August 2 1 , 194^, 

those^ 10 0 . or( j Wavell, announced that elections to the Central 
the Vi cer0 >> ^ ssem blies would he held in the cold weather. 

I Soon af t er his announcement, the Müslim League started pre- 
H ationS to contest the elections. It had come a long way since 1937 
t I* brst general elections under the 1935 Act had been held. 

|lt waS n0W W ell established as a mass organisation with branches in 
i ever y province, district, city, tehsil and even villages and was in a 
I position to give a hght to ali the forces whose aim was to deprive the 
Muslims of their right to self-determination. The League had its 
Central and Provincial Boards which systematically set about their 
task of selecting party candidates and organising and conducting the 
election campaign. It was a stupendous undertaking \vhich required 
large sums of money. Qaid-e-Azam appealed to the Muslims to con- 
tribute to the Election Fund. Using a figüre of speech, he told them: 
“Give us the silver bullets and we will finish the job.” The Mus¬ 
lims realised that a constitutional battle was going to be fought 
which önce and for ali would decide the future destiny ol the Müs¬ 
lim nation. They rose to the occasion and responded magnificently 
to the Qaid’s appeal. İn forvvarding their contributions the poor Mus¬ 
lims wrote moving letters to Qaid-e-Azam offering to sacrifice their 
lives, if need be, for the national cause. 

I reproduce belo\v a fevv letters exchanged betvveen the Qaid 
^nd myself with relerence to the elections: 

Quetta, 

24 th September, i94î 

% dear Hassan: 

I have not Keard from you for a long time. Please let J cn ? w ' . 
is happening in Bengal and what youpeople aredoing toface the ort lcor " ^ 
elections. Don’t you think that Bengal, headed by Ispahan.s, shou \d hznı- 
somely heln the Provincial and the Central Mus im League un 
must have been following How magnificently Bombay has acte . 




1 Jamil-ud-Din Ahmad: Spccchcs and IVritings of Mt. Jinnah. 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEVV HIM 


lıiglı lime that Bengal should not iag behind. This is the time, and t j. 
most critical time, \vhen tlıe League should be supported handsonıtly * 
generously by those who are in a position to do so. Pleasc keep 

touch with w hat yon people aı*e <loiııg arl( K,vv t l ' n 8 s are < ^ ev elo[>i n j 7 j 
Beraat. You musl have read the recent »tatement ol Nauthcr Ali, y b " 
ex-Prcsidcnt of the Asse.mhly, and the various Intngue. that are g„i„ g ^ 
co-operation \viıh (be Congress lcaders. 


Witlı very kinci regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


M.A. JINNAH 


2nd October, 194r 

My dear Mr. Jinnalı: 

I thank you for your letter of the 24th September which was delivered 
here last evening. it takes a long time loı a letter to tra\el from Qucttato 
Calcutta. 

I have written you two letters recently, one on the 2$th September 
and the other yesterday. 1 have tried to put before you as best as I could 
and vvitlı as little prejuclice as possible, the conditions prevailing at my endand 
have sought your valuable advice in regard to myself. I anxiously await it. 

Yes, Bombay has not only risen but junıped to the occasion. The 
response from the businessmen has been magnificent. Here our Memon 
friends are mostly Corning forvvard \vith the excuse that they have already 
subscribed to the Fund in Bombay. Of course, they have been told that such 
tales will not be heard as they are established here and have made money in 
and out of our province. 

Nausher Ali and those ol his ilk are talking big and making big pronıises 
to get hol d of Congress money vvhich they expect to flow in the Müslim 
majority provinces. They \vill lleece the Congress ali right but, Insha 
Allah, will not leave an impression on the minds of the Muslini eleetorate, 

"ho are ıvide avvake. It is very heartening to see many pronıinent non 
Leaguers severing their long connection ıvitlı anti-League organisati° nS 
and joining our truly rational body. 

lou do not ıvrite regarding your health. Are you fit? 
your programme after Baluchistan and Sindh? Surely you will not * 
ect e ngal. Your presence will inspire the ıvorkers to put in th e,r ^ 
mum e ort. 1 anı sure you will not neglect Bengal. A visit J jTğjj. 

you? 0 ' 6 ^ 116 ’ N ° W that the vveather is improving, when may ' ve P 
With kind regards, 

HASSAN i 
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ıîtb November, 1945 


>r Mr . Ji""f h ; ur two letters ot the md instant, received yesterday. 

M, l t |""k y» u to ' y ■ Rs , >00ı o J7 -,-o received by mc 

U a EL6CT.0N WND Td . fhe collection work is progressing. 

li RS - about discipline and the Central Parliamentary 

, nte W hat you «V'' İ re injustice is conıplained of by an applıcant 

d0 , İUİ id of >he Provincial Parliamentary Board. 

B° ard -nition at the bancı o 

for non1 intv that Nazimuddin will not be seek.ng 

I is „o» almost a certa.n y jn my opinio , is a tragedy oi 

the LegislatUai c • course Nazimuddin. is very sore 

elcCtİ ° n nitude for the provınce. > p ro vincial Council. 

f* İİU of the election recor ded in fairly large 

°f Ls some dirty pty and bo ö ■ other party . This is now an 

"bers^by the Calcutta suppoı er J ^ knev v the fact, in order to 
nun secret . However, althougl s he bore the defeat in silence 

° P tıin the solidarity and to ftght th - d his decision, but uptil 

SSfrSU have been ^^"^^ever be said to his credit 

his cnergy to mlke the co 
S the comino elections a success. 

Shababuddin has « decidedBe^al'has 
miss hini. His wıfe w to p (■ ot hers also who do not 

deC “,rLHovvever, the Corning ot not of these 
Ti 0 does not make any difference, but Sir Nazimuddin s decsıon, . 
carried out, will be a tragedy. 

I did not \vant to communicate thıs nevvs to you but felt that I 
be failing in my duty to you if 1 did not give you ali the Information s , 

in my opinion, is very important from the League s poınt ot vıew. 

I anı not strong, fit and free enough to fight another election and t 0 
devote 6 to 7 \veeks ol my time from early in the morning till late at nigat 
in running from Street to Street and station to stalion tor conducting my 
electioneering campaigu. These are the circumstances that arc even making 
me \vaver. 

The newspapers report that you propose visiting Bengal. I can only 
reiterate \vlnt I have vvritten before in this regard. You have not come to 
eı ^gd for a lona time and your presence is necessary at this junctuıe to 
Se> »Us for a good voyage'. 

Delhî î' İS ex P ecl ' n g the summoning of a Working Committee meeting in 
rc ceived , ^ ° Ut m 'ddle of this mcnth. No notice hovvever has been 



With bindest regurds, 


Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 
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Çth December 


X 94S 


Mv dear Mr. Jinnah: 

j 


There was spontaneous rejoicing m Muslin, tptarter. whe „ the 

,» ı 1 « 

M-JesKir Dalal and Laljee on the toth öctober la.t İn «he lobby 
Central Assembly in the presence of Az,tul Haque and myself. ^ 

Dalal to Laljee, “W«U, I take ray hat off to you lor having an„„ u 
vour decision to cross swords with jumah. You are e.ther a brave ma „ 
a verv foolish fellow”. Laljee: Why—-I am not loolısh nor cloes i t 

reauire bravery to face and defeat Jınnah . 


Dalal: “Oh! really? The result vvill show who is right, y OU or 1» 
Myself: “£xactly . 


Amir 4 has been returned with a thumping majority. I am bursting 
w i th joy. O ur candidates too are making excellent progress and Insha 
Allah we shall teach our opponerıts the lesson of their lives. 


«ra 


Muslini League—ZINDABAD ! 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah—ZINDABAD! 

Our cause is just and \vitli Allah’s help we shall go from success to 
success in spite of gigantic obstacles tlıat are put in our way and in spite 
of the nıoney bags that are being emptied at the feet of Muslims who come 
forvvaıd to abuse the League. 


When may we expect you in Bengal? 

With kind regards and praying for your good health, 


Yours very sincerely, 

HASSAN 

In the first encounteı*—elections to the Central Legislative 

Assembly the Muslini League emerged with flying colours. It ca P 

tured ali the thirty Muslini seats, the opposing candidates in m^y 

cases forfeiting their deposits. The Congress claimed to be a “national 

body representing the Muslims as well as the Hindus, but it coü 

find no candidates to contest the election on its ticket. The so-ca 

Natioııalist Muslini candidates sustained a crushing defeat- ^ 

eague s success was even nıore impressive than that 0 , 

Congress which won s7 out of 62 General, in other w 
Hindu seats. 

4 The Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad. ' I E ■ I 11 
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^ roNFERENCE AND GENİ: 
SlMLA CO^ 


UAL ELECTIONS 


,LA r ut vvheu elections to the Provincial 

i r ound vvas foug TJıey had the significancc of 

The h eld i» ^^Lue fo ug ht them on tvvo clear-cut 

A^^ bl f'ferendum, the ‘g^ de ^ ancl 0 f the Musalmans of 

a Mod of ı y pakist^ ıs llıc ' their authoritative, representatıve 
issues- ı* n the Müslim Leag 1 of hosti | e forces—the Congress 

^’is'tion. It faced ld 3 organisation, propaganda machmery, 

°%% ts S ixty-)' ear 0,1 h | ‘nuislfng* Müslim groups encouıagcd y 
' v financial backıng, t» <1 & Unionists in the Punjab—a 

Kfcongre» and Hindu moneyed classes 

016 nf povverful teua British authorıtıes. İne 

^ng blessıng an SL1 PP j vanta g eS? but it had two prıceless 

fime did w* have S° ers wp of Qaid-e Azam and a band of sincere 
Bt-themspıımg bugd with m issionary zeal to fight for te 
and devoted wo ' nt ious youn g men, particularly students of 

national cause. P A|i rh a b 0 ve ali, formed the vanguard of 
colleges jn ’ rke f s . The Mus ] ims in the Hindu majorıty 

" voted solidİy for the League, although they knevv that those 

P ,s would not form part of Pakistan. İt was an act of sacrıhce 

fi,idi «ili redound to their eternal credit. But the League s perfot- 

mance in the Müslim majority provinces too vvas ımpressıve. The 

ficrcest electoral battle vvas fought in the Punjab vvhıch vvas the 

citadel of reactionary forces. The League faced and vvorsted a mighty 

combination of feudal landlords, militant Akali Sikhs and Hindu 

Banias, backed by the British authorities. They resorted to ali manner 

of corruption, graft, intimidation, coercion and official interference 

to force Muslini voters to vote for the Unionists against their vvill, 

but nothing availed against the avvakened national consciousness of 
the Muslims. 


Un? 6 Ua ? u f S P erlornıanc e in Bengal too vvas magnificent. Here, 
spirit offaPk actwhich shows llow our great leader had infused a 
oandidttes for 111 hj s c °Heagues. There vvere tvvo groups of 

*e other hV hTV^ 1- ° ne led KKwa İ a Nazimuddin 
^ ss ension i n r u ravvardy. To preelude ali possibility of 

^ Wa J' a Nazi m uddin ag vv>hr kS ^ t0 ensure its Success th e polis, 
J Fea gue ticket A|| ‘ Kıew Flmse ' t a ^d did not even apply for 

ca ptured .. j out of ,, 9 Müslim 
^e„ cies gt,ers vvere also successful from some special 


Mr ı We w erp 

I • r ^ to eontest the 


provincial eleetion, 
° Ur lnv 'tation to totır Bengal and 
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142 . - na l support which without 

ı ta (Tİve us his P c , . ‘ ,,-Tf tice, he honoured me by stavin/, 

as :::::î *» ^ m?. ;*>«. «* *, ı 

ıe while in CalcuUa- aker e quipment, travelled to tht 
wt , ... ,m-ı v. wıth l° l P ... At almost every stop, scluM,a... 


he’ and his par* *' l “"«vince». At almost every stop, sehed^j 

impor»nttownsofthetw P ^ at the door of his compart ment 

or'forced by *e P?P'^ rage ment to the Mushm men, wome n a n(1 
and uttered «ords o ene ' & f rom far-away places just to s ee 

Children, some of whoınn ^ ^ homage he so rıchly deserved. 
their great leader «ndI» P ,3 r e ffort to ensure the success 0 f 

He urgecl them to c * m j ng eleetions. He called upon them 

the League candıdates m ■ the Mu S lim League was fighting f 0r 
to be united; be tolel Pakistan would mean to the Muslims. 

and what the achievemen and their effort to prevent the 

He warned them ol Hm r ı ıer i s hed goal. In the cities and towns 

Muslims from achievmg their eher s g ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

tWe "vhich the S svheel's of our salon rolled, Müslim villagers were 
° g Xr W ed to eheer their 

hea,' his voice. These stoppages became so frequent dur.ng the dav 
that not onlv the Qaid but also the younger set whıch ıncluded among 
others, Suhravvardy, K. H. Khurshid and myself, who accompanıed 
him, gı*ew weary after a couple ol days on the train. What ma e 
matters vvorse was that at ali hours of the night a similar demonstratıon 
avvaited the Qaid’s train which \vas running several hours late as a 
result of constant halts and hold-ups. For a couple ol nights he bro e 
his sleep almost every hour to peep out of his \vindow and to utter 
words ot appreciation and eheer to the waiting crowds. Th en ® 
grew veıy tired and did not have the strength to continue witn ' s 
over-strained, round-the-clock programme. I remember onertig 
Avhen it was past midnight, in spite of the clamorous demands o ^ 
people assembled to greet him, he refused to leave his bed. ^ e . j 
did not have the strength to respond. The gathering outside in slS € 
on having a look at their great leader even if it be for a nfll |l - r 
ıe\ cıied that they had vvalked long distances to see and s alute ^ 
eader. But he vvould not oblige, They were disappointed a 1 * » 
hey w ere told by us that the Qaid-e-Azam was not too vve» 

" e doctor had advised him to rest at night. . y'i 

the 0,n '“T' u Va$ n0t 0nl >’ a Success but a complete triun^T 
to thei , an b ,ra gue. Müslim villagers and town f°^ s h» 1 
mted rr reS0 ', Ved to “"«te and fi g ght for the League «g p 
ged aS the,r so e »nd authoritative political party i» lnJ ' 




ı? 



" 
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-tion which I have given below proved how wc l| the 
of the e . erSt0 od their leader s message and hotv t bey had res . 


Cie had un 

öed «» h ' S C 


ali. 


a ise, 


The 

vv-as 


bre ak-down of the seats won by the League, province- 


a s follo'vs: 


Assam, i 1 out ot 34 : 13 out ol u 9 ; Bihar, 34 0 ut of 

O r jssa, 4 out +> fdoBed Provinces, 5 5 out ol 66; Punjab, 79 out 

?MiNWFP, '7 out of 38; Sind, 28 out of 3Î (later in the second 
general eleetions held m December 1946 the Müslim League captured 
:,ll the 35 seats); Bombay, 30 out of 30; CP, 14 out of ,4; Madras 


ali 

2.9 


0 ut of 29. 


Ihanb to the Qaid s matehless leadership and to the support 
and loyalty it evoked from the Muslini nation, the Leaeue’s repre 
sentative stat us w as triumphantly established. For ten years OU r great 
leader had worked patiently, methodically and steadfasüy to ünite the 
Mushms of the sub-continent and to make them conscious of their 

Z f ° rtS b0re fruit - From now n °thing could 

obstruct the Mushms m their march to the goal of their freedom. 

** 19+6 ele f lons " ere f°Bowed by an important gathering 
İn 4 h C ? nStltutes a fandmark in the history of the struggle for Pakistan* 
i Pj* Q a id-e-Azam called a convention of ali the newly 

p C f • 1 US * m keague members of the legislatures—Central and 
ovincıal—at Delhi. İt was attended by about 470 legislators—a 

(}ue assembly in the history of the Muslini Freedom Movement. 

fu r th C ^ em kodied in the Lahore Resolution ol 1940 vvas 

er clarified and elaborated in concrete terms in the resolution 
at the Convention. İt was moved by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 
e Premier ol Bengal. İt stated, inter alia , that “in the vast sub- 
continent of lndia a hundred million Muslims are the adherents of a 
• n \vhich regulates every department ol their life-educational, 
s °cial, economic and political— \vhose code is not confined merely 
|° s pifitual doctrines and tenets or rituals and ceremonies and which 
^ ta nds i n sharp contrast to the exclusive nature of Flindu Dharma and 
P^ilosophy \vhich has fostered and maintained for thousands of years a 
W caste System resulting in the degıadation of 60 million human 
" eir ^gs to the position of untouchables, creation of unnatural barrıers 
be tNveen man and man and superimposition of social and 
‘^ualities ou a large body of the people of this country and vvh.ch 
threatens to reduce Muslims, Christians and other ' 

siatus of irredeemable helots socially and economıcally and lurther 
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u*ct-^ı*iral backgrounds, traditions, cultures^^^M 

that “difterent ' of the Hincbis and Muslims have rna,l e ^ S ° ci *l 
a b U d t e We°evo7utionpfa single Indian nation inspired by co mmon ^ 




tions 


Tl,, resolution laid dovvn the follovving principles for the sol 
S . ı_«, vi 7 . that the zones comprısinp fw 




- ö r -r-- «-ne soLh 

lne ı L3U,U ‘ . t j^ at “the zones comprising Beno ı ° n 

°< *« '" d “ C““« »i *« p ‘ ı "' ,b ' 

ue in a dominant majority, be const.tuted into a S ov erei 
M “ , ' f!ate " a nd “two separate, constıtutıon-making bodies b e 
TefC bv the peoples of Pakistan and Hindustan for the pu^ose „f 
framine their respeetive constitutions. İt ,s notesvorthy that this 
resohJon speaks of ‘a sovereign, independent State instead of “ind e . 
nendent States’ and clearly defines the area ol the contemplated 

Pakistan State. 5 

The unity and interests of the Müslim nation demanded the for- 
mation of one Consolidated sovereign State—a proposition vvhich has 
been iustified by ali subsequent developments in the sub-continent. 
For a mysterious reason it was the sanıe Mr. Suhravvardv svho, a 
V ear later, sponsored and avorked for a sovereign independent 

united Bengal ! 

I 

Those who are alive today and were members ol the Subjects 
Committee'which \vas entrusted with the responsibility ot draftmg 
the main Resolution (9th and ıoth April, I94 6 ) and Mr. K. H- 
Khurshid, who was Secretary to the Qaid-e-Azam at the time, we 
a rememher that someone pointed out that the vvord “State woulo 
*| be inconsistent vvith the Lahore Resolution of 1940 vvhich elearh 
mentioned the vvord “States”. The Qaid-e-Azam said that the wor 
“States” was a mistake and had eropped ııp probably as a result o a 
typographical error. It was then stated that even the publishe 
records of the Central Office of the All-India Muslini League carr ' e , 
the word in plural. The Qaid-e-Azam replied what really nıatteI ? e 
was the intention and not the vvord. In fact, he direeted that t e 


It may be reca led that on a previous occasion Qaid-e-Azam had spoken of a single 
dent State as Musl.m India’s goal. In the course of his presidential address a ^ 

Madras sesston of the All-lndia Muslini League in , 94 ı he said: “The ideolog "t 

League u based on the lundaraental principle that Müslim India is an ,n ^ e f Jen tity 
natıonahty Any attempt to get them to nıerge their nationality or politiği d t0 
or entıty mil not only be resisted but, in my opinion, it will be futile for ^ th e 

! Z P f / e are . determined - ^d let theıe be no mistake about it, to estabh- 
status of an independent nation and an independent State in this sub-continent - il 1 
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lA conference and general elections 

» the 

I , rectified. Thus, this minör controversy on the words 

Ecords bc ,. StateS ” \vas put to rest by hini. 6 
«State” an £ 


hore Resolution of 1940 was by no means the immutable 

ıses It was nothin § more anc! n0tbin g less than a political 
La'"' °ınd politics are never static. They nıove with the times and 
re solut ,on a b j ıanae to m eet the existing circumstances. / 


La^ r °\ j politics are never static. 1 ney nıove wıth the tınıes anı 
r eso 1 utı 0n ll ^ to me et the existing circumstances. And this i 

are SUbje vhat has happened to the Lahore Resolution. In 1946, when 
e xactly '^ electe(1 Muslini Legislators met at the Anglo-Arabic 

V he n" e e W a t Dclhi, the typographical error of the word “State” vvas 
L0 P , diletin? the woıd States whıch had appeared 


•fi g d thereby deleting the word "States"' which had appeared 
^1 Resolution earlier and the reference to territorial readjustments 
intıe ^deleted. I have already dealt \vith this particular point in 


/İsrail 


I nıay here add an important point. Sonıe people pose the ques- 
tion \vhether the Delhi Convention had the right to make a basic 
change in the resolution adopted at an öpen session of the League 
The objectioıı is nıerely an irrelevant technicality. From the practıcal 
point of view the Muslini nation itself was the highest tribunal. 
The Lahore session could not be considered to be as representatıve 
of the Muslini nation as the Delhi Convention which was attended 
bvabout 470 legislators duly and constitutionally elected by the vote 
of the entire nation. The change effected by the Delhi Convention 
resolution had the support of the nation; it was not objected to by 
any Müslim. İn fact, the nation froııı the beginning had looked fonvard 
to a united sovereign Pakistan. 


The members attending the session signed a solemn pledge to 
the etfect that they would undergo every suffering and sacrifice to 
uphold the Muslini national demand lor Pakistan. The proceedings o 
the Convention made it abundantly clear that the Muslini League ha 
feached a stage vvhere it would not shrink İroni a figbt to the fmt s 
c °nstitutional nıethods failed to secure for Muslinıs theiı 1 eğit i ma te 
Fjght to self-deternıination. 





8 ^ tbe con clıısion of the Convention, Qaid-e-Azam in a mov g 

dp(| Ll , ( ^ ec * are ^ : “After deliberations we have made a 
hon ai f ltl<Jn in tb ‘ s august and historic convention that v\ 1 ® 
and / 0 / tHe beSt are prepared for the worst. In a clear, enıphat 
I flefimte declaration vve have expressed our determinatıon to lace 

^Îİ; 0Vİ(le an answer to those who raise their volces in nuppnrt of 

3 an, l a loosc confeıleration thereof. 
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QAID-E-AZAM as I KNEW HIM 


ali dangers. For us there is no other course.. . .We have lost th e 1 
fullness of our character. And what is character ?—Highest sense of | 
honour and the highest sense of integrity, conviction, incorrupti. I 
bility, readiness at any time to efface oneselt tor the collective g 00 d 1 
of the nation. And yet, we have done wonders. In five years 0Ur j 
renaissance has been a miracle ot achievement. I begin to think it has K 
been a dream. How rapidly the nation is developing that character 
aaain in its pristine purity!” Then in prophetic tones, Qaid-e-Azam 
declared: “Is Britain going to decide the destiny of hundred million ; 
Muslims? No, nobodf can. They can obstruct, they can delayfora 
little while, but they cannot stop us from our goal. Let us, therefore, I 
rise at the conclusion of this historic convention tull of hope, courage 
and faith. Insha Allah, we shall win“. j 
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rvcember, 1906, t he All-lndia Müslim League was foundedat 
>V t j, e nurpose of protecting and furthering Muslini rights in 
^* CCa lîtical social, economic and educational fields. NawabViqar-ul- 
^ifand Kh'vaja Sir Salimullah, the Nawab of Dacca, were the prime 
■ tu K 11 The Nawab Bahadur, with the liberality characteristic of the 
CimaristocracV, played hoşt to ali who responded totheinvitation. 
Üthe session of tİıe All-lndia Muslini Educational Conference 
* ch was attended by nıanv Müslim dignitaries and leadıng figures, 
iv of the participants of the said Conference formed the All-Indıa 
Muslini League to enable the Muslims of the sub-contmentto presen 
their needs and grievances to the Britislı Government ir.anorguuz^ 

of the conınıunirv in various fields. Every no w and ağam ad P • 

«vıs orgartized to ıvait upon the Viceroy or the Govemor P 
foradequate representation on public bodıes or 01 a "SA.R j n r he 
in the Government Services or for better educational acht.e^m 

drcumstances prevailing at the time, the lea ers c0 “ j ay 
hghtinp for their rights in the sense that \ve unders a. 


. . *] ıe jvluslim 

Like its counterpart, the Indian Nationa ün t> ’ wea ther 
feague met önce or t\vice a year, almost alvvays ın e 5 ^ 1 t0 the 

an d in salubrious surroundings, to pass a reso utıoı eD utations. 

King-gnyperor and to nominate members of delegatıons 

1 t the ‘attainnıent 

by 1913, the League had changed its cıeec 0 p a rticip ate< ^ 
0 ^ e lf-government suitable to India’. İn conıing y ear ®> esS f G r the 
n ‘mportant discussions \vith the Hindu-coııtro e ° re presentati vC 
'^bfcment ot various issues facing the country. eSS agr^e - 

ra cter \vas established vvhen, in 1916, the League ^ j u( j e d. 
commonly knocvn as the Lucknow Pact w as ° anC J had rep re ~ 

n nah, who had been previously a staunch Congressıte j n 19°^ 

Cnte d the Congress as a member of its delegation to 0 
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and 1914, was mainly responsible for this rappro c he me 1 ' 

the influence it had attained, the party did nothing Ins pit e rf 

way of organizing the Müslim masses as an effective h tL 

Even after Mı*. Jinnah’s return in 193$, from his self-irL 0 f ° r <* 3 

London, the shape of the League had hardly altered for th ^ k i f 
Some provincial Muslini Leagues existed on paper and the p etter< { ■ 
tion’s name was almost always utilized by a microscopic f ew w ? rgatli ^ V';; 
themselves as leaders to further their own interests. Then ca ° P ° Se(l İ) 
Government of India Act of 193S which foreshadowed a mea !* e t!le 1 ş 
autonomy and parliamentary rule in a limited field. This was a shot^ H'u< 
the arm for politicians. Mr. Jinnah was awake and watchf u l. tyjjîj 1 ! 
his foresight and political acumen, he saw in these reforms a n 0 ^ -W 
tunity to awaken the Muslims from years of slumber and lethargy 11 
to make them appreciate that the time had come, when they, t 00 I 
like the majority conımunity, should play their full part in the political f' 
life of the country. He resolved to convert the galaxy ol estimable I 
gentlemen and a set ol armchair politicians and 1 esolution-framers, K 
into a virde hody of vvorkers who would spread the message of the j 
League to the common man throughout the length and bıeadthofthe ||.' 
sub-continent and transform it into a mass organization. I 

■ L 

It was after the Bombay session of the Müslim League in April L 

1936, that a decision was taken to re-organize the League which I 

Mr. Jinnah had often described as being in a moribund condition. 

The decision vitally affected the trend ol Muslini politics in future, | 
with far-reaching consequences to the political outlook of the Muslims. I 
The policy of nıerely passing resolutions and fonvarding thenı to the I 
proper authorities and avvaiting results thereafteı*, was radically I 
chaııged. The League leadership entered the arena of practical politics 1 
‘turning its appeal from the limited circle of the intelligentsia to the I 

millions of enfranchised electorate’. The Calcutta evening paper, the I 

Star ojIndia, in its issue ol April 22, 1936, referring to the importance 1 
of the session and those who took part in it, rightly declared: “Th e 1 
combination of the conımercial magnates, landed aristocracy, the I 
intelligentsia, the left-wingers of the Muslini League, under the leader- I 
ship ot Mı. Jinnah, \vould be a tremendous force in Muslini polib cS I 

to be reckoned with”. I 

In deciding to overhaul the League organisation as an effec^ | 
party and redefinmg aııc reorientating its policv, Mr linnah’s v> e ' v / 
were consistent tvith his political past. ‘The Ambassador of HinJ"' \ 
Müslim Unity’, who ın the past had played his full part in bringing' 1 " 

Müslim League nearer to tıe Longress, was keen for a rapprochentf n j| 
bettveen the tvvo bodıes. ıs spee ches of the period shotv his intense | 
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;AG UE ' 


pR OM THE AR»^ 


k c °' 


, tion wıth the majör poUtic .1 party of *e 


edthat «ithout Hindu-Muslim co- 
had rcp-^'İ-l settlement of the facıng 

ılM' • 1 M 


mutual S «ihle He regretted that 

l’ ı ;f s e e S ; n Tnd i a n n po P litics. Stili he believed that 

* I, ...Kİ coUİd h b delWer P ed on March 6, ,536, at acrowded 

ul ’ bl,< n.je. İn İ1İS 5 P eeC . h ’ . ,_ at Rai Hail, Lahore, Mr. Jinnah asked: 

vu " 11 ' . : n n held at 1İK ‘ L U L ı • _0 Tlr^nlv nossible \vay out 

blic mccunt 


, ijc mccc»^ t | ıe rea l ıssues r ı nc um; 

leaders, at least if you have any 

«nfffiHcr, and. _ w hat danger lıes ahead aı 


Sr real issne^ The on.ypoş^a C t 

not as Hindııs, 

Jidsit down as puhtıcıam *'"" ““‘iTes ahead and devise ways 
lSm»’ orCh r UWSa " th“ dLeÎl’He assured that the Muslims 

oountTyandstruş efor d.o ^ ^ ^ pubUc ly expressed 

.«brts to organ.^ ^ Mudm^e u ^ ^ fee f 

greater proof ol his su > 1 J_ be desired after 

lıunourable understandmg W .th^Cong^ ^ ^ dty 0 f 

İs famous declaıatıon ’ , , rlirtatorial attitude of 

..w»* s “• •-«. 

*. .V «. r j **‘ss*££İSÎS» 

“I displeased the Muslims, I displeased my Hindu frı 

the famous r 4 poınts. I dısplcas SD | ease d the British Parlia- 

fent because I rebelled against it and saıd that ıt was ali a fra - 

inent because . . b here has been no change 

SS’SSr-'S K day vvhen i joined the Indian Nationa, 

congress. it might he Ihave beenşvrong-»^^““ct has been 
never been done in a partısan sp.nt Y A fo ’ r commıma l 

the »elfare of my country . ^ L luded /, wi ll not and cannot 

co-operation and understandıng an , 2 

givc it up. It may give me up, but I wi not 


M- Un.. -ahsed to £ 

people s sanction and support < 





l 1 Ovll an j Military Gazctte, March 7 ’. d^ctsof the Development of the Müslim Uaguc 
| » Citcd by Z. H. Zaiçli in his papcv on ı 

I Policy, I937-J947”. 
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, -mnization it could not be taken seriously by the r 
•’ |,opU ;'' lis'clear in a statement issued on Apıil 2jl , 9J6 
He , n ’T |in | uS cannol take Muslims seriously and the ConğJ^ 1 * 
M' 11: 1 . «rimıslv because, so lar we Muslims have „ ot lo « 

not ‘f " ' yo f Miance and until we do show by 

t; 1 tlZce to «he Muslims is that they should first org ^ 

' il ,nd deserve before they desıre. We are engaged i„ , h . 
themse v ‘ e lectorates and training 8o million Musli ms to the 

[‘■t ° level of political understanding, so that they might be soldie rs 
u f mîtely for the national struggle. 1 have alvvays felt that if Mus | ims 
İuU peak in one voice, a settlement of Hindu. and Musl, ms wou | (| 
c0 1 . . r While Muslims are, therefore, justıfied m putting 

thek o\vn affai'r's'in order and in organizing themselves it does „ot 
r,ı that, in the meanvvhile, they should not stand firmly by nat.on, 
interesl* İn fact, they should prove that the.r patnot.sm ıs un-suİM 
and that their love oflndia and her progress .s no less than that of an, 
other community in the country.’ 3 In fact, Mr. J.nnah was so keenon 
co-operatioıı that he did not regard even the separate electorate ortıe 
Communal Award as an ideal arrangement. They were, to ım, a 
tenıporary measure which could be replaced by something etter. 

With his views clearly defined, Mr. Jinnah took the first impor 
tant step by callinga meetingof the All-India Müslim League Parliamen 
tary Board at Lahore in June, 1936 vvhere, inter alia stock was takeno 
the existing political situation in the country. Discussions were ne 
on hovv to convert the League into an active political organization 0 
the masses, the strategy to be employed for winning the maxim uP 
number ol seats lor the League candidates, botb at the Centre and ın 
the Provmcıal LegisUtures, on the Manifesto and rules of the Centra 

orlni r 2 °e Vl b nC ‘ a I ?T ntary Boards > on ^ selection of persons to 

o,gamze branches of the League in the orovinces vvhere the Mush"’ 
Leapue was not more th.n n provınces wnere uı 

which related directly, ot ind^H °" P ublicit y and on 3 m ' nity . 

’ lectly, to issues vital to Mushna u 

tary Board at Uhorelhl)’ A!". aS after the meetıng of the Farliay*^ 
ourselves to work for the re-o - LU .^ a ! rman Siddiqui and 1 P* e A ç 
Müslim League under Mr. jj^» Za ^° n an d re-invigoration 0 

1936-47, the League went throughL' eadershi P- During the Y e * 

S man y vıc cissitudes but it contm l,l ° 


Cited by Z. H. Zaidi in his paper on 4 a..^ 

e«nc, ^ o e , elopmen[ of , hc Muslim ^ 
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mıss organization. I kepi constantly m 
s mass uıg ı . . 


I t h as a vgo'- 1 .;,, rc j 3te ı-jere S ome of the phases of the 

lead t h r ihc İH-İp of the letters I exchanged vvith hin- 


t' 1 k;- it h 
t""' '„„iîJ tion j 

P er '°i' 

d»r' n f 


the hel[ 


m 


. among the Muslims and the growing 

ular avvahı g r , °_loadpiü had broupht the 


, The l»P uUr -fil »of the Congress leaders had brought the 

Jt*A ■* •rŞZS.i Smt *. *»«■ 

f nscrvati veS ancl 1 1 T t re was naturally a difference of outlook 

1 the fcU;° f ttn the tvvo vvings. The Nevv Müslim Majlis, ol 


inton-- u c tvveen the tvvo wmgs 

and ttive mcmber, belonged to the progress.ve group 


uhich 1 an aC " t V e L d pronouncernents in the past and his personal 
linnah 1 F ‘ Ab j ur Rahman Siddiqui and myself at Nidou s 


Mr- J inl t0 ___ 

'erb.il J5Sl " a '' j d tbe League of reactionary and conservative 

Hotel,|kan _ * , _ _ ,U„ rvı-rranî'yafirm pnrnliraaed the 


, nts and ’to make it a popular organization encouraged the 
' Îıbersof the Nevv Müslim Majlis to join the organization. Naturally, 
falong vvith some of my other colleagues, vvas keen for a rapid 
transformation of the League into a povverful body vvith a wide and 
popular base, capable of fighting foreign rule and securing an honourable 
pl a ce for the Muslims in a free India. The ‘conservatives’ with their 
eves on the offîces available under Provincial Autonomy resisted such 
a change, for it affected their vested interests. They even seemed to 
be afraid of popular torces gaining the upper hand vvithin the League 
and adopted underhand means to obstruct the objectives for vvhich 
Mr. Jinnahstood. I vvas impatient and could not stand this attitude on 
their part. İn a letter dated March 23, 1937, 1 complained to my 
Leader about the outlook of these offtce-seekers: “1 honestly feel 
t at self-ınterest has önce again proved to be a greater interest than 
e interest of the community. I felt that the Mussalmans of Bengal 

mi ’ f § ut a P orticm their lost self-respect. I vvas 

wont Z- a ^ rej ? ly dated A P rİl 1 937 » Mr. Jinnah, as vvas his 
on on rp Vl f 6 f ° P atient: ‘ Y ° u canra ot expect everything to go 

<hes e are onlvıîf I * d ^'o P ed Standard of public life, § as 

U P the aims‘T* are beln g made - ^011 must not mix 
itnnaediatelv theu''* achievements - The aims are not achieved 

kas done well and a ' 6 ' °T' But 1 think - on the vvhole, Bengal 

°^ c °urse, İT must b Ç tbankf fl for small mercies. As you go on, 
lt0ve more and P m ' enCe and tact ’ thin gs are bound to develop and im- 
^ ete ventssh owe a re M ln l aCCO î' dariCe Wİtb our idea,s and aims’. As 
Was only thronoû • J lnna s approach to the question vvas right. 
!ea gUe w a s - ^ sustaıned effort and <iv^ P mat-ir *.u„ 


İt 

L 


converted into 


İn 


Janua 


vdloıt and systematic vvork that the 
strong and popular organization. 


0’» 


actuated by an earnest desire to bring about 
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j prS tandine between the League and the Congress Avith a vi 

acceleratiııg political and constitutional progressMr. Ji ntuh f " 
to accc 5 l ntered into negotıatıons wıth the rv ' n 

his Pf^Dr^Rajendra Prasad. The talks had remained incond^ 

X , impression at the time was that they would be resumed «' 

more propitious moment. After the general elect.ons to the P rovi 

“ d D r Rajendra Prasad had offered to get .t ratıfied by the Congre». 
i W as among those who thought that this prov.ded an opportunity f orı 
League- Congress settlement and was a step■ m ng dııecuon to 
solve the politicaİ tangle. On July 2 2, .937, Nooruddmand 1 despatch- 
ed the following tele|ram to Mr. Jinnah: İn our optmon Rajendn 
Prasad’s offered ratification of your formula regard.ng Hmdu-Musla, 
differences should be given best considerat.on. K.ndly w,re opmıon . 

In his reply dated August i, - 937 , Mr. Jinnah referred us to his 
statement on the question. I reproduce here the relevant porttons of 
the statement dated July 26, 1937 , as the y thK> w '‘g^ on the course 
of the negotiations and the correct position: In what he (Dr. Rajen ra 
Prasad) characterises as a ‘sporting offer’ he makes another statement 
which is absolutely incorrect and without foundatıon. He says am 
making a sporting offer to Mr. Jinnah that I offer to get the formula 
accepted by the Congress even today it he ofters as he had done t en 
to get signatures to it of ali Mussalman Leaders barring one or t\ 
whom he had named to me’. It is a conditional offer devoi o any 
sporting spirit. In the first place, I never offered to get signatures t 
Babu Rajendra Prasad’s formula ot ali Müslim leaders barring one or 
I tvvo \vhom I had named, or any leader. Babu Rajendra Prasad as ^ 
götten the genesis of our conversations. I vvas reqııested by 
Rajendra Prasad and other Congress leaders to meet hini, an 
auestion was hovv to put an end to the bitter controversy that 

1 ı i *.p \VtlS 

raging at the time över the Communal Aıvard until a substıtu ^ 
agreed upon betvveen the communities concerned, and that we s 
utilise the Provincial Constitution for \vh?t it was worth and car V f 
our united struggle until we secure a constitution for our c< ^ U ^ ra 
which wıll satisfy our people. This vvas not acceptable to Babu Raj 
Prasad and his friends. 

«< KstİtU^ 

Next, it was suggested that if they would propose a su , s ts 
on the basis of joint electorate which would be more in the ınt£> si(lt>r 
of tlıe Mussalmans than the Communal Avvard, ıvould 1 then ^ 

it? I naturally said, if any such proposal came vvith the universal supf 


J 
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CAGUE FROM THE ARMCHAİR TO THE MASSES 

Müslim lea 

l ı unities concerned, namely, the Hindus, and Sikhs, I would 

fthec 0 ^ the session of the All-lndia Müslim League without 

Af 6 • ■ I 

,* - l ' -^j S 

m i'nnah vvas prepared to meet Dr. Rajendra Prasad and discuss 
■ and had \vritten to him accordingly. But Dr. Prasad, mainly 
dı e İSSUe ^ aan da purposes, issued a public statement regarding his offer. 
ffiİHıisivas not a proper course was pointed out by Mr. Jinnah in his 
L» ment 1 “It is somewhat astonishing that Babu Rajendra Prasad 
r ., have t ıdopted the method, the m arın er and the channel of 
H^ o ach throucrh vvhich he flung this ‘sporting offer’ with regard 
m an issue vvhich involves the fate and the future of eighty million 
Mussalmans and tlıe country at large. In ali seriousness, I appeal to him; 
does he think that this is the right way to öpen negotiations through 
tk channel of the press for the settlement of this vital and far-reaching 
question? Surely, if a substitute for the Communal Award, which the 
Mussalmans have already accepted, is to be proposed, it can only come 
from the Hindu and Sikh leaders who are opposed to it and the two 
communities directly concerned. I can repeat now what I said when 
vvecommencedourtalksatDelhiin January, 193$, that if Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad is so sure of getting the Congress to adopt his formula as a sub¬ 
stitute for the Communal Avvard and informs me to that eftect with 
the authority and sanction of the Congress, 1 will place it before the 
All-lndia Müslim League \vithout delay. . . . The sudden change of 
front and the manner, the method and the channel namely, the press, 
that are adopted and what is being reported in nevvspapers about a tevv 
Muslims in the United Provinces threatening to leave the Müslim 
League if 1 do not carry out vvhat Dr. Rajendra Prasad has enjoined 
, me to do, lead me to suspect that it is not a genuine desire lor an 
nonourable settlement, but is an attempt to divide the Mussalmans, to 
fj lt: Müslim League and to strike a blow at unity among the 

^ ussal man $ tor vvhich 1 have been vvorking”. 

not C' onc ^ u ^' n g his statement, Mr. Jinnah appealed to Mussalmans 
EMntal^ Ve t0 ^ e ^ eat * sm: “To those vvho suffer from a defeatist 
Mussa/^’ ^ Sa ^’ ^ ave cou rage and faith, Delhi dur ast and I say to ali 
and uni^ 05 * nc ^ a to organize, coıısolidate and establish solidarity 
^i«Z\ S J rVİCe ’ sufferin g “d sacrifice are absolutely essential 
placg j n 1 e ° re xve can achieve anything big and secure our rightful 
^ e nat ional lite of our country”. 

| • 

S c *arification of the vvhole position convinced us that 
Calcu lated T ea ^ e^s, ‘sporting offer’ vvas merely a propaganda s tun t 
I ° mali g n Mr. Jinnah, create a split in the ranks ot the 
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•: 




I • 1 -V 

Müslim League and frustrate the efforts to bring about u„j ty 
solidarity anıong the Muslin». 



lf f ur ıher proof is ııecessary to establish that Dr. Rajendra P raa . 
wanted to wriggle out of an embarrassing situat.on by having pro < 
to deliver goods beyond his power, I ahali quote a statement is SUed , 

„_ı; ı_ı —Makhan Lal Sen, Satyendranath Mai,, m .ı ' 



to deliver goods beyond his power, ■ snan 4 uure a ı„ , SSUed , 

Benoali Hindu leaders-Makhan Lal Sen, Satyendranath Maj umda / 
Indranarayan Sen Gupta, Nepal Chandra Ray, Dulal Chandra Mi tn 
Chapal Kanta Bhattacharya, Dhıres Chandra Chakravariı— w hi P v 
appeared in the Leader, Allahabad, of July i Ç, *917 ■ 


which 


“Babu Rajendra Prasad’s statement in this connection, has, 
however surprised us most. The fonnula that evolved out of thes e 
compromise talks had for its basis the infamous Communal decision 
and was deemed in some respects to be more reactionary than the 
decision itself. In the circumstances, we are only left to \\ onder how 
Babu Rajendra Prasad couid assure Mr. Jinnah of his vvearing down 
Hindu opposition, particularly after having sustained heavy defeats in 
Bengal and the Punjab on the question of Communal decision itself. 
If Babu Rajendra Prasad thus chose to keep his attention confined upoıı 
the Hindus alone, may not one enquire what became of the Congress 
daim to represent ali the communities composing the İndian Nation?’ 


“In the present controversy, hovvever, the main point at issue is 
how did the negotiations break dovvn? According to Babu Rajendra 
Prasad, the negotiations fell tlırough because Mr. Jinnah insisted upon 
having Pandit Malaviya’s signature, which couid not be secured. We 
happened to be present at Delhi at the time the negotiations reached 
their culmination and were called upon to discuss the matteı* withthe 
Congress President, Babu Rajendra Prasad, and with the Congress 
leaders. It vvas novvhere stated in the terms nor were we ever givento 
understand that ratification by Mr. Jinnah ol those terms vvas condi- 
tioned upoıı Pandit Malaviya’s agreement thereto. Had it been şo» 
Mr. Jinnah should have directly opened negotiations vvith Panditjı 
himself as the only person vvho couid deliver the goods. But possı ) 
Mr. Jinnah knevv Panditji too well and vvas discreet enough not to aC 
Panditji vvith proposals that carried so much their ovvn condenınatio n - 


i i 


v 




Not to speak of Panditji, even Bengal M.L.A.’s and ourse 
our discussions vvith Babu Rajendra Prasad expressed our unqua ^ 
disapproval of his formula. We couid not do othervvise ^ nasn1 ^, a p|y 
public opinion in Bengal, in and outside the Congress, unm ıs a ^ 
asserted itself against this formula. Babu Rajendra Prasad ^ 

informed of this froııı the vvires he had received in this com c 
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T HE 


^ 0 ,ngress to*??- ‘^'f 

,e of %?£»Ç*LT™ D roved g beyond dispu^by the 
# 

d ra 




m* 0 ' A ra 11 

P İ.B»i en f rence un»’ 

rfuVkS— 


S w »r.' Lı. nı»’ ner 


.ni* 


lcabl e 


kcrdutelv no difference 
i <. 4-Upre vvas absoıuıeıy 
fact that the re __ 4 .^ r . Ar the Drovınce 


fnrc not a fact that there cQntrary> the province 

,, t j S> thercf “ ! 0 n this questıon . O ^ made its opinıon 

„e Cong reSsr İ ct ed by the C °™ m “" d s from the very outset 

»<"“ fave^ly ins t the Jinnah-Pras in the nature of 

S&SSS 5 *• ‘tcS-İT- «p?r*- 

İn hatched up ‘ 5 of the natıon . 

helping «" on f , Ielders w ere not earnest for 

f „ . , convinced that the Congtess leadct vjgour . But 

settl emen ’ || w ith the organızat’on J t he leaders and the 

jhvasm’ c o.ordınatıon a g , dissa tisfaction 

Müslim League vvas disorganısed f * P QUr , eader and 
Provıncıal m spurred me to app j; c . a ffiliate 


P : h affaits Of the League spur n m - ^ ^ dis . affi ia te 

.he tnch as I suspected some o , wamed M r. Jinnah that m 

ings. İn my letter of A T St ffi |’ iat ’ \ h e branch vvhich vvas headed by 
r«rhe vvas unable to _ , n j PV ise means to capture 


casehe vvas unable to Q - forced t0 devise means to capture 

inefficient vvorkers we vvould repeat e d protestations and 

it, lock, stock and barre . P • red to ado pt an un- 


it, l„ck, stock and barre, - M adopt an un- 

constant appeals, Mr. Jmn P ^ the Bengal 

constitutional and un-democrat.c cour e - d ' ^ 


constitutional and un-democrauc ^ receive d from Mr. jinnah was 
Provincial Müslim League. The repl) 
againmostinstructive. He vvrote: 


"You see i, is no, easy for me to dis-affiliate the Bengal Provincial Mushrn 
League unless there are sorne c.ıtegoncal charges agams , 

nowif youwillletmeknowdeftnitelyas to w hat they nve one exac y, 
the President, the Secretary or the Executive, 1 can p ace t e matter e or 
the Council of the All-India Muslini League. After ali, I have no power as 
Presideat to dis-affiliate. But before 1 put the matter betore the Council, 

I must have definite charges against the Bengal Provincial Muslini League, 
or its Executive. So far, even according to you, it his been a dead c>rganiza 
h° n , and a vague charge that it is pro-Congress is hardly enough. Wnat 
â 'e tlıey döner Or, wlıat are they doing which you people coıııplain of. 

with you tha.t there aıe certain elenıents in this dead organization 
j u| are un desirable. But this şort ol general allegation is not enough. 
wh! \\ ^ ere ^ orc > heg of you and our friends there to capture this organization 
behi Can eas 'ly do and make it your o\vn, il the puhlic opinion is 
f j v » ^° U ’ arıc ^ y ou can enroll a large number of nıembers, it is very 
omplish the task”. 
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I» 


Vj 


, . t n |v noirıts out the current nıethod to be f () |ı 

l hlS 8 V ho ' stand for reforming their organization >-• • - 
the Charge that Mr. jinnah was dictatorial i„| 

temper. 






ln metho(l"' Mj 


Shortly after the Lucknovv Session in Octobeı-, '937, fere w,, u 
bve-election in Bijnore (U P ) which was won by Hafi z Moha mn 
riLu™ whn after betrayingtbe Müslim League, had been app üin 


•ıs 


bve-election in Bijnore (U P ) wh.cn vvas wo„ uy nanz Mohan Wtal| 

İbrahim who after betrayingthe Muslini League, had been app 0 i ntç( , 

a Minister in the Congress Cabinet in U P. We were di S app 0 i nte( , 

1 ıvrote to Mr. jinnah on November 9, '937 = 








“The expected his happened at Bijnore. The Congress are ıntoxicated 
with their victory forgetting totally that it was the Müslim G.een banners 
and inscriptions from the Holy Qoran and the Fatvvas ol the P.rs and the 
Jamiat-ul-Ulema that gavc the m the victory. To me, this deleat is a victory 
for it w i 11 egg us on to better work and ünite us ali . 


Again, on November 22, 1 9 37 > I wrote : 


“From reports received 1 am sorry to inform you that the Moradabad bye- 
election in UP is not going too well for the League carıdidate. This is a 
great pity and unless proper candidates are set up and the Leagaje \vorks very 
actively in their support, repeated defeats \vill lıave a bad eflfect on the 
political morale in our canip. 1, therefore, recjuest you kindly to keep 
the UP people up and doing”. 


t The reverses in a few electioııs did not dishearten Mr. Jinnah. 
Ke seemed unaffected by the depressing letters which I had vvritten 
to him about the affairs in Bengal and the United Provinces. He 
Temaıned cool and steady and advised me not to despair. In reply to 
my letters, Mr. Jinnah wrote on November 28, 1937: 


of leadersvvL! r 'n '\' S c ' lllıcu * tıes hecause tlıey have not got a band 

tunLtet dıe« ,r f WO , t0gether and ke? P U P sustained effort and unfor- 

commaıdthe respect and'^ ° f ° utstandin g position there who could 

movement will t lir o w up men aTn ° P eo P ,e general ly. Anyhow, this 

oıvn. There is nothing to despair ^ P,OVİnCM wiU soon come iut0 ltS 

going tomake the slightest differenc- \? S ° f °" e ° r tW ° elections ,S n0 * 
and we cannot alvvays win’’ “ Seems a te mporary disappointment 


the bye-heX e s « e S^' ly WO " the Mor ^bad bye-election and M 

So Mr. Jinnah “1 o "TC O d & l-ck succession. 

L on Uctober 18, 1937 : 

I i w ^ J 


_ wı . u mv . f . . v out alrıpht İroni MoradaDau 

So buck, up”. 01 uıation is that Bulandshahr is a certainty.B m 
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. tc t o my leadcr on December i ç, 1937: 

b . ijjlaiıt a ,lC " 

| \va s I 11 Livc jinnah: We smartccl under thc pain 

, ,1u- , "ı Tl»,- Lllv ina in »ijnor. God w,as merciful and 

L, r - ,he İ, ' tamîîla.um foi long. Tl,e uble, are „„„ 

bc ^ 1 . . .1 ılır» llialı Cîııms of the. 


• • | ortjl ", * t 

0 f0 ur df jLv US ı lu ; 1 "“"«““vİiai'ıUo Pandits and the High Gurus of the 

llt •** 


■ı» 1 J 1 «H 4 and °t ,h ; : M ; 

6 T. edoro o fT'«pl«. ' hm ,he Cong,-css »hould rcs 

il IıU» ^ ...: 1 1 i ollS Ol l u ( I 1 1 __L:,Uv rn-r 


nllm-nce and control över the Müslim nıasses. 

' " * down-trodden 

realise witlıout 
can onlv be aclıievcd by co-operation and 


il 1»“V„V nailli° lls ol 

“îfjclav th*' ,U °!\ lr o e f e "he"Urgest' n-innrily 1» İndi»- The accreditecl 
f “ TI ,i.,inK lhc 8 0 ' > 1 J< " minorivv tocl*Y is il,e All-IndU Muslin, League 
2jS3l- * Ch r‘ lVZZ >1 their .enses and n,ee, ,he League on a 
3 r ‘Î!!cTn,Mng down scveral steps fron, their high pedes.al- 

bl ,i, »f p e for î ’,„tion.,l unity, progrcss and happıness . 

,lıe Mtter «nll F* 


ı asked nıe to keep hini informed of tke 
Since Mr. , about the a ff a j rs 0 f the League, I felt it a; 

nolitJcal developme ^ hjm a | so on questions vvhich were not 

bounden duty _ . _ a„ t elsewhere. the 




„ , ' _ of my province. As 1 have related elsevvhere, the 

JitecHv the con declare(J their adherence to the League 

İliç * J , lal __ m r ııl f\ tr\ t*hpîr 


i*-" 1 " Ses sion It was hoped that they would keep to their 

its Luckno^ ocs ı . _ r , *.V »oır U'srl ci rrn p rl 


Unionists i' 1 


''"i Ll "d tvould work for the League whose piedge they had signed. 
Sİ did not seem to be moving in the right direction. I, there- 
forT apprised my leader of the situation m the Punjab and wrote to 

him on January 2£, 1 93 8 : 


•The Unionist Group that came and swore allegıance to the League m 
Lucknovv is apparently trying to slip away İrom the bargaın that 11 has 
struck. Ever since their return to the Punjab, the leaders of the Umornst 
Pirty hıve mide no attempt vvhıtsoever to try and spread the gospel ot the 
League to thî people of the Punjab. The Congress on the o * he r hand, is 
moving very fast. I anı confident that tlıe hand of Enıeıson* is busy in 
puding tlıe string of these nıırionettes. Apparently, he does not look \vith 
fıvour on the advmced policy of the League vvhich has alnıost conae in llne 
wıth and, in some instances, göne lurther thın the Congress itselfî He 
"ints reıction to remlin and t Ki s can only be done by discouraging the 
& pread of Mislim League ideals and principles. I have it on good authority, 
“t this is in absolute strict coııfidence betıveen you and 1, that attempts 
oA e , e ' n S mide and excuses are being devsied vvlıereby the promised session 
^ 6 bea § Ue Council at Lahore in April ııııy not be held. I respectfully 
iu whether the Unionist \vants it or not, the true Leaguers 

sh, vin ; e Sh °^ be § ot in touch with from no\v to see that there is no 
Su ^ceisf'ul ^ 0lt P onemeat this session. The Punjab needs a good and 


a » M. 1 A Vt.1* ^ w ^ 

^nce ıt n ets ^'° n l0 § el: tbe League running on i ts owıı motive poıvet. 
'"'R’s M pn b0 !“2- tben Inshıllah, not ali the Kino’s Horses and not ali.the 
Cn W,U st0 P the Muslini League * ’* 


a^aın 

o 


s 


^ «erbert 


Ern 


erscm > tben Gover 


nor of the Pıınjab. 


r 

M* 
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Despite the attitude ol the Unionists, the currenr 0 f fV 

r n __ 


was running verv fast through the country and 1 was sure th 


r - l 




t* 


% f İA w A VJl 1 M * 4 " ■ ^ - J 

.vere hesitant in their support would svvım vvith it beC ^'. 
İt had been the desire of the Müslim Leaguers in Bengal th- '■ ° n ° 

i . 1 _ 1 J U ^ 1 r 1 î t*C OnnilA Cûco!n M _ .. r> • 


jı nau uıc .il ı ö aı *uat 

İndia Müslim League should hold its annual session at Cal cutt ,, ' M 

_ a I)*r kolfl af I.urknovv. W(> lmuı<.v«. 


I 




session was eventually held at Lucknow. We, however, 

_ ■ • M ^ - ^ ^ « 4> /a «M a — .. I 


thr 

..._—- y , Penis» ı 

oıır e flört and the Organizing Committee unanimously dedd^ to /. !rı 

_ _ , . ı ı 1.1 . rnnni'il cpcçinn af C *3 1 r 11t-f-^ 


to Mr. Jinnah to hold a special session at Calcutta during the ta?' 

8. We set up a tastefully decorated open-air Stadi' 


holidays of 1930. --r--- / . --* ou «iiurh i 

Mohammad Ali Park, and the Town Hail was keptin reserve i n u “ 




*n 


jvıonamnidü r\a ı aı in, “* ıx * w l ^ucasç^i 

a Norwester rain and stornı. Mr. Jinnah accompanied by Miss Fatbn! 
Jinnah reached Calcutta on April 16, r 938, and was accorded am trn0î 
able reception at Hovvrah station. The station it^elf and ali theapp roa 
ches to it .vere so cro.vded that I could not go near Mr. Jinnah to 
\velcome hini. He was talcen in a huge procession .vhich indicatedthe 
great avvakening that had taken place among the jVİuslims of Calcutta 
and Hovvrah vvithin such a short time. The session was a remarkable 
success. İt drevv large numbers of delegates from ali parts of india. 
With justifiable enthusiasm, Mr. Jinnah, in his presidential address, 
spoke of the League’s success in organizing the Muslims: 




‘VVithin less thın six months, we have succeeded in organizing Mussalmans 
ali över india as they never were at any time during the last century and a 
hdf. They hıve becn galvanized and avvakcned in a nıanner which has 
astounded and staggered our opponents. Mussalmans havc sh.ken off 
torpor and h.ve shed their miserable State of despair and demoralisation 
into which they vvere sunk so deep. They are beginning to realise that 
they are a povver. They possess the strength, the potentialities of which 
they hıve not yet rcılised, and if only they will take their affairs in their 
own hands and stand together united, there is no povver that can resist their 

ili”. 


vvı 


As a Ieader possessing a wide and enviable vision, Mr. 'Jinnah also 
drevv attention of the Muslims to the economic, social and educational 
programme laid dovvn by the All-India Müslim League, for he said. 


i < 


It is the economic and social uplift and education of the people that 
constitutes the true foundation of a nation or conamunity”. 


He clearly defined the objeclives for vvhich the League " as 
fighting by asserting : 

“Muslims have made it clear nıore than önce that besides the questıon 
of religion, culturc, language and personal lavvs, there is another qt* ^ 
equally of life and death for thena and that their future destiny an e^dıP 
dependent upon their securing definitely their political rights, 1 el ^ 
share in the national life, the government and the administranon ^ 
country. They vvill fight lor it till the last diteli and ali the dreanıs aI J l 
of Hindu Raj must be abandonecl. They vvill not be submerged or ,,m 
and they vvill not surrender so long as there is life in them • «£ j; Jjl 
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eA g 


llb 


r» 


ds and the delegates wno un. 


I: . it** , ıe t o sp 1 

llu' 1 , ( | lıoi ,lC on 

^.irl lC ı : ..-ıS 


u ,. st irring of courage and hope 

sol' 1 the mesafe , r _„ f,. öer 1rmı. 


ı-eAtl 


■>^>«* f ° " I nrlred vears oi aüen domina- 

,İ, ;S« ,İH ' ’ . e afterabout t"' 0 ’ , h J rega ined just a little 

,:~ct rnn<-> ıu„c ims ol ö , __j -.«rVıîrlı thev 


arry 


the great strugg 


le Tor freedom. 


_ . eraboutuYT-—- j ined just 

,hefi rstt "" e theM uslimS | 0 "ı'fo tlıem and of whiclı they 
I 'Vhich '«'-ftminated Ministry in Bengal 

' i k^ifi l,tSİ ‘"j P The Mus im L \‘,fd Hindus, as it went agaınst the 


rig'r ..d, Tln= 




fhe Musli» aS jt wen t against the 

*« Of ali India. They -ovçdheaven 


İ>» ‘'-'îTm » be re P rese ,îconceivable methods to d ısodge the 
c|r S î C „d resorted to f , a ‘ b ~ to me mbers of the Assembly to cross 

V tJ,t, m hıd in g of,el ' S ,° Leaaue members, tvorked day and mght 
..\V e , the Muşbm U.g A t ,,, ,938, 1 was able to 

frjSS'd* «£Sre Of the Congress raotion of no-con- 
J dıeMinistry as foHows: 

Bg 1 1 t covered the political horizon of Bengal have at last 

|.. fl *tokdoud S d«' c P anJ |ts SU pporters victonous. The 

■ekimi. '.‘.."‘S tht P 1 | battered and beaten that they d.d not even 

Lnosition was so n ıclL1 j . . .__^fi^nc nn.mnhflence. 


I tP° s,l, r; .^îadSi on the remaining nine nıotions of no-confidence. 


rrr * a divısjon on tnc .. ö u ı 

I " rm ‘ ?>vere mtercsted in keeping this Government lıvıng had to 

I Ih0S ', !l, loless days and nights. The relief is very great thıs momıng 
I L, ,U“ ! for one> did not care so much about the fate of the 

M ton tiıemielves if they .vere defeated but ıvorried almost to madness 
I about the effect that suclı a defeat ıvould have on the Mussalmans in the 
[ other provinces of India. This victory by us in Bengal should strengthen 
I the hands of the Müslim League both in Sind and in the North-Western 

_ . I) 


Frontier . 


I That I was right in expressiııg this opinion is proved bv the fact 
that on hearing of the announcement över the Radio of the rejection 
ot the no-confidence motion, the Muslims of different places outside 
ingalsuchasKanpur took out processions to express their joy and 
»ktulness över the victory ol’ the League Ministry. The tide of 

pîrSve? ÎecLd? emed t0 be SWeepİn§ everythin § 


hİtntnuSs 0 " Mİ T'P’ Wİth the Muslim League as its 
f th «Mu S li mL ; a J uePa r r V,v ' dthe Çongress onslaught. vve realised 

S ° Un< ^ an d Stable footino W e e leg'slature was not organised 
’^ntarv °° ,n Ş' W e held a meetimr „f th* 


itli 


uıı u and stable fonti,-^ \\r ı // s w not oi'ganısed 

irfe entar y Board whi c h fu held a meeti ng of the Provincial 
’prove'j 1 LoWer and UpperHo l " n -'S u ' ar Müslim League 


, rules and reoni.fi 7 , the Ben gal Legislature and 
f b- tıvo (i, <:tanıe stal)| e> a L IJn ! 1S ° t le Part y- As the position of 

° USes joined the Müslim ^ 61 ' Cent 0 * the Muslim members 

USUm Lea g ue Party. With regard to the 
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ere 


0 ul-stirri n g "ords and the delegates who heard 
5 ' to spread tlıe message of courage and hope 


u rne ^— o £> ««ivı 

^Muslims t0 c arry on the great struggle for freedom. 


hrst time, after about tvvo huııdred years of alien domina- 
_fot (he resS jon, the Muslims of Bengal had regained just a liftle 
,jiı ^ tıs and power which belonged to them and of \vhich they 
” ti" 1 rlg hcate d. The Muslini League-dominated Ministry in Bengal 

} nr> rrrocÇ Ti rı rl T—[ 1 r-v rl ı i c> ap > 4~ - * • « 


0 


¥ beCn e ye-sore to the Congress and Hindus, as it went against the 


gVC-aU*'-' O ^ • 1 ^ 5> 1J0L LIİC 

J U daim to be representative of ali India. They moved heaven 


jtırrh and resorted to ali conceivable methods to dislodge the 
■ luclin S ° fferS °^ briİ3e t0 mem bers of the Assembly to cross 


Ministn ınc 


the floor. We, the Müslim League members, worked day and night 
üodefeat the Congress designs and on August 11, 1938, I was able to 

_ g ▼« 1 i r 1 p i 


w . ~ w .. o / - »»w «-llu 

reporttoMr. Jinnah the taılure ol the Congress motion of no-con- 
Idence against the Ministry as follows: 


“The dark clouds tlıat covered the political horizon of Bengal have at last 
cleared, leavıng the present Cabinet and its supporters victorious The 
oppos.tıon was so mercilessly battered and beaten that they did not even 
venture to caU a division on the remaining nine motions of no-confidence 
Those who were mterested in keeping this Government living had to' 
pass through restle» days and nights. The relief is very great thif momina 
ucı peop e. , for one, did not çare so much about the fate of the 
Mfmsters themselyes if they were defeated but worried almost to madness 
u le e ect that such a defeat would have on the Mussalmans in the 

tVh ? 7Tl ° f Indİa ‘ Th ' S victor y b y us üt Bengal should strengthen 
F h rontie n ?> ° ^ U$ ™ LeagUe b ° th İn Sİnd md in the North-Weftem 


that Th f 1 WaS rİght İn ex P ressin g this opinion is proved by the fact 
of tb' 1 heann § ob the announcement över the Radio of the rejection 
Beno f no ' con ^dence motion, the Muslims of different places ourside 
th en f f . Sutb as Kanpur took out proccssions to express their joy and 
u ness över the victory of the League Ministry. The tide of 

1 r ^ re f s totalitarianism which seemed to be sweeping everything 
e °te it was effectively checked. 


1 Tfough the Coalition Ministry, \vith the Müslim League as its 
J-nt element, had survived the Congress onslaught, we realised 
a t the Müslim League Party inside the legislature \vas not organised 
p a sound and stable footing. We held a meeting ot the Provincial 
r| *aırıentary Board which decided to form regular Müslim League 
aı ties in the Loıver and Upper Houses ol the Bengal Legislature and 
a Pproved the rul es and regulations ol the Party. As the position of 
le Ministry became stable, about 7^percent of the Muslini members 
0 11 he tvvo Houses joined the Müslim League Party. With regard to the 
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^ Hlty 

position ol' the Müslim League p artv v . ” f 
Jmıulı ın his letter dated April 2o lo V 'ı a ' Ws tlle CosJ- 

" IKc time l>as eome vvlıen tlıerc «I,,, 111 ' " ne d it as r 0 |’ı 

Müslim League Party so far as the Mussalmam"^ 0 ''' part >' “M th* • 

■ magme uf a coalition between the Müslim 1 ° ncerne<1 . and I “ ^ 
Mussalma,, individml or group of Mussaİmam of' ^ a " d 4 “?' 

SO far as tire political life of the Mussalmans of *£, 

The Second World War broke out on w, , ' 

naturally had far-reaching repercussions on the P p£cIl * *»»• " 

the Brıt.sh Government and tvrench from it an iZediate de cl “™ r 

Assembly, ^ b , *« m*,,,,,. 

tutıon m exchange lor promise of Congress support for prosecutionof 
the war eflfort. The Congress manoeuvre miscarried, for no such 
dec a ra t i on was ever made. The Mııslim League took a realistic stand 
1 shall quote a portion of the League Working Committee’s resolution 
on the War situation passed on September 18, 1939: 


Whilt. the Muslini League stands for the freedom of India, the Committee 
urges upon His Majesty s Government and asks For assurance that no declara- 
tion regarding the question of constitutional advance For India should be 
made without the consent and approval of the All-India Müslim League norany 
constitution be framed and finally adopted by His Majesty’s Government 
and the British Parliament vvithout such consent and approval .... If full, 
eFfective and honourable co-operation of the Mussalmans is desired by the 
British Government in the grave crisis which is facinçr the world today and 
if it is desired to bring it to a successful termination, it must create a sense 
of security and satisfaction amongst the Mussalmans and take into confidence 
the Müslim League which is the only organisation that can speak on behalf 
of Müslim India’*. 


The Premiers of the Punjab and Bengal, Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan 
and Mr. Fazlul Haq, were both parties to this resolution as it was 
passed in their presence and with their support. The Working Com- 
mittee authorised the President, Mr. Jinnah, to carry on negotiatıons 
with the Viceıoy with a vievv to seek clarification and satisfaction of 
the points raised hy the Committee before giving assurance of supp ort 
and co-operation on behalf of tlıe Mussalmans of India. 

Iıı his desire to curry favour with the British authorities, M r * 
Fazlul Hıq attempted to go beyond the scope of the Müslim League | 
resolution by gi v ‘ n g unconditional assurance of support to the Brit'^ 1 
r* .—„onf in the nrosecution ol tlıe war. As r’hıef Minister, 


resolution oy gıvıng unufiıumonaı assurance or support to rne u<”- 
Govemment in the prosecution of the ıvar. As Chief Minister, nÇ 
■ notice of the folloıving resolution to be moved in the Benga 


gave uı 

Assembly: 

“This Assembly associates itself with the world-wide abhorrence of the 
-essive and ruthless metlıods pursued hy totalitarian Governments in 


agg n 



Scanned by CamScanner 




M 


üSLlM 


and 


LEAGUE FROM THE ARMCHAIR TO THE MASSES 
declares its complete sympathy with the British Gnv W 

EUr Viki«'"-P arn,S T" 5 ' N “‘ Ger f m ,| ny î!* defence of -«nTS 

» f selMe T n f r r T a " d W “ k ' r "«i»"* wh“ch 

of dlL , ; t the mercy of a few powerful and aggressive dictator-ridden 
“'VSnol unaided, maintain their territorial integrity. This MsembW 
an authoritsies Government to assure tlıe Government of India f u ll 

* eratiön and support in tlıe successful prosecution of the %var This 
C °'°nbly further authorises the Government to convey to His Majesty’s 
felvernment that in consonance with the aims of the presem vvar, as declared 
that Government and understood by India and consistent with the 

cepted ideal of the Bdtish Em P ire as a Commonwealth of free nations, 

te attainment by India of the status of a Dominion as defined in the Statute 
ç \Vestnıinister which is the declared policy of the British Government, 
sltould be implenıented immediately on the termination of the war and the 
Ne>v Constitution fornıulated, should provide sufficient and effective safe- 
jr ds for the recognised minorities and interests and should be based 
upon their full consent and approval”. 
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The notice of this resolution deeply perturbed the genuine 
Müslim Leaguers as it was at variance with the declared policy of the 
Müslim League and it would, so we felt, weaken the hands of the League 
President in negotiating terms with the Viceroy. In my letter to Mr. 
Jinnah dated December i 2 , 1939. 1 informed him that \ve had tabled 
the following amendment to the official resolution: 


“In view of the fact that His Excellency the Govemor-General has not yet 
been pleased to clarify and explain certain points regarding Muslini interests 
as denıanded by the Resolution of the Muslini League held on October 22 , 

1939, in Delhi, this Assembly is of the opinion that discussion on the Govern¬ 
ment Resolution proposed by the Honourable Chief Minister be postponed 
until the Müslim League has come to a final decision on the subjeot”. 

The amendment was admitted by the Speaker and was to be moved 
by Abdur Rahman Siddiqui. I told Mr. Jinnah that we were determined 
to force the issue, even though we would be deleated. 

Our determination, hovvever, caused a flutter in the ministerial 
ovecots. Atfirst the majority in the Coalition Party led by Fazlul Haq 
''ou d not alIo\v us to move the amendment. But since a Hindu 
Malini Ranjan Sarkar, claimed and was allowed freedom to 
Per° U -* S ° Wn consc t en ce regarding the Resolution, we too insisted on 
E °n t0 move our am endment and our demand eventually was 

^ b y the majority. The rest of the story is best narrated in 
to Mr. Jinnah dated December 16, i939 : 

XVer e biK^- an< ^ ab y es terday morning the Muslini members ol tlıe Cabinet 
meat, u/ n a PP ea ^ n g to Rahman & Co. to abstain fronı moving tlıe anıend- 
tîron t j^ t e » course, refused as ive maintained with sincerity and justifica- 
h losvered C a ^ estdu tion should not have been moved by Government as 
ne 8°tiath!ıJ 0Ur , presti g e and the dignitv of the League and prejudiced your 
0,18 the Viceroy. Thus Fazlul Hac, & Co., were cornered and 
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QAIU 




~ ıı|M 


1 •. L-npes The outcoırıe of our tactics vv.ıs an „ •' ' 

V w™ inhis * p îf eh thjt he "*« reı,l r 

T****** of,lıcLMgue ■ 



4 


-M(.| 




, ,Ji„ CT lv Fazlul Haq in the course of his j D( j 

ReS0 lutio°n mai ‘He follosving declaration on the floor 5f £ ^ 

■ v r 

t0 fr it Rritain I can nıake the position absolutely clcar that vvhen tkf.I 1 ," - 

confli^t betrvecıı ’my position in the Cabinet and my member.ltfp „ 
x , leifrue I s hail allow the elamı of the Müslim League t., , )nıvai , 
î eîd not be fo. a single moment in the Cabinet il I am asked by n,y ^ 


n ity to come out . 


Havine gained our point and not vvishing to ereate a rif't in the 
Partv, we decided not to movc the amendment. Mr. Jinnah in his 
letter to me dated December 26, 19 39 said: 


ın 


“On the vvhole I am glad that Bengal has done fairly well, at any rate i 
getting the statement from the Premier, a copy of which you havc crclosed 

xvith your letter’’ 


As I have stated belore, the Congress leaders believed that 
they could use the war situation to coerce the British Government 
into conceding their demands. They vvere chagrined vvhen the British 
did not yield. 1 he Congress High Command then direeted the Congress 
Ministries to resign in protest, vvhich they r did. Natıırallv the exit of 
the Congress Ministries came as a relief to the Muslims and other 
minorities who had suffered ıınder Congress rule. On December 2 
1939, Mr. Jmnah issued a statement appealing to the Musli 
andS^nU - - y Decembeı \2 2 > 1939 as the ‘Day of Deliverance’ 
ceased t 0 funcî? ° l 1 ebe * tbat tbe Congress regime has at last 

Ministries and their °‘ ° ur stron g kelings against the Congre^ 

observance of Deliveran^n ^ 01116 °* US tbou g bt that his ecbct ab ° Ut 

j 9 39, 1 wrote to Mr. Ij^ u^ Was * na ppropriate. On December 


ims 


O 


to 


1 1 


(( 


I shall be do i 

V do not st * e th » >’° ur direc,i T 

y»u Kıve alialongC "m ddiverjl ' ce from Conercss rule 

vf . ® t , l Jt>Ll tlcs on -X . ^ 


r eraace from Congress 

was b T ift or^r UtİCS ona ‘ve7v nTÎ a con »mand from yo U ; because 

r y !> e ^ Theoric : 

> 0lJ r COn ’ that some strong reason 

, . . ad for the observance of this 

*n his reply jyr 1; 

s ubsçquentlv evr .ı • J'nnah r<>f.> 

>.«pU mıngind ^«r ed TOe 

1 the cim,^. tQ h| s statement issued 


Cu mst 


ances and reaı 


as ons vv 


lıi eh 
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I fi ' 1 ’ 1 

hV .! 

J t 1 "' 


nnre of the Deliverance Day. I must 
I lor ll,c 0 »incine case for the step he had taken 
°<i«* iei r n A„ with vvhiclı the Muslims and even 
M ';;;„ia S nı a the Day shovved that he was a better 
•' n “ 'i„oritie sot ’ ' ' | ' 


, m ,Do.— . ... 0 f his people than any of us. İt proved a 

. 1 ’";' r demonstration. The misdeeds of the Congress 

iuJr Htctive form of i ^ represe „t the whole of Ind.a was 
^ c " oS ed «> d . |iımah on January ıs, > 94 °, as follows: 

" Cfl . |V ote t0 * j 

İH |i^- was observed as suggested by you and to that 

' -The D»y ol ^ ’thoucrht othervvise have been proven to be mist?ken”. 

t,cnt ( thosc who S 

■ War progressed, the Government of India were anxious 
AS o ular support for their campaign to raise funds and recruit 
M, Forces. They directed the Provincial Governments 
nK ' n 101 provincial and District War Committees. In reply to the 
n ’ a pp ea l for help in the prosecution of the War, my leader 
' j a statement on May 27, 1940, exp!aining the League’s 

standî 


to 


“Uptil the present moment, we have not created any difficulty, nor have 

we embarrassed the British Government in the prosecution of the war. 

The provinces, where the Müslim League has a dominant voice, have been 

left free to co-operate with the British Government pending their considera- 

tion with regard to the assurances we have asked for, in particular that the 

British Government should make no declaration regarding the future constitu- 

tional problems of India and the vital issues that have been raised in that 

connection \vithout our approval and consent. Nevertheless, without 

prejudice to the adjustment ot the larger issues later, \ve were even vvilling 

as far back as November last to consider the proposal of the Viceroy to 

bring about an honourable and workable adjustment in the provincial field 

>vhich would have been tollovved up with our representatives being appointed 

to the Executive Council of the Central Government.... to the extent 

aermıssıble within the framework of the present constitution and existing 

But this proposal was summarily rejected by Mr. Gandhi and the 

orıgress. A similar attempt was again made by His Excellency in early 

ruar\ \vhich met the same fate. ... So far we have not declared non- 

operıtion, nor have we decided to resort to direct action, nor are we 

p eparing to launch civil disobedience at any moment, although we are fully 

* lv e to the objective of the Congress which is to force the British hand 

Müslim India önce more to the tender mercies of the Congress. . . . 

« regard to Mr. Amery’s statement and the broadcast appeal of His 

xce ency the Viceroy may 1 say that it is up to the British Government to 

y* ^ rust Müslim leadership—and there are m any ways of doipg so— 

aı * as confident friends seek our \vhole-hearted co-operation and we shall 
not fail” r 


The League Working Committee at its meeting at Bombay on 
June anc j I7> 1940, endorsed the above-mentioned statement 
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qaid-e-azam as t i- 



l < 


, , . fK , t . - The proposıls for tlı,. 

of Mr. Jinnah and expressed the V, ®' V nts Q f thelr Excellencies the 

defence of India indicated m the stat ^ w£İ1 aS the statements of 

Viceroy and the Commander-ın-L jnadequate to meet the ur gent 
some provincial Govemorsaıe Committee therefore, authorise, 

■ of the situatıon. 4 _ w jth His Excellencv ı-K* 


requirements ot tlıe sıtuatıon. nica tion with His Excellency thv. 
its President to enter ınto coı ı ibility Q f devisıng prompt a n d 

Viceroy with a view to eX P‘°‘ e c £ un try’s resources for the purpose 
effective measures to mo 1 1 defence of India. The Committee 

of intensifying the vvar effor a " basis for close co-operation i s 

is of the viesv that province-wise between *,* 

agreed upon on an , Lea „ ue and such other parties as are will- 

Government and . s ibility for the defence of the countrv 

in § the fTcfoTimminent dLger. the real purpose and objective will 
not be achieved.” With regard to the .tt.ta.de to be adopted by , e 
nıembers of the Müslim League tovvards the War Committees, the 
VVorkinp Committee directed that for the preseni Mussalmans 
should not serve on these Committees and should awaıt further 
instructions from the President pending the result ot the communi- 

cation with the Viceroy . 


The directive of the Working Committee was generali)’ folloıved 
by the rank and file of the Müslim Leaguers, but the Ministers and 
their supporters in the Punjab and Bengal shoıved scant respect to it. 
In a lengthy letter dated June 2 ı, 1940, I complained bitterly to m) 
leader: “Sikandar and Fazlul Haq are striking out on their own 


ıcnuer: d.Mimtu 4 —. , - f 

against the direction ol the Working Committee in the nıatter o 
formatioıı of War Committees. This is, indeed, tragic and intolerabe. 


Statement after statement has been issued to the press by )° u an 
others. They are ali so contradictory that none of us knows m 
actually took place in the Working Committee on June ı£* 
called leaders here, Members of the Cabinet, took it for grante ^ 
they would secure the permission of the Working Committee^^ 
Leaguers of tlıe province to join the Provincial and ^' S *V C [ 0 [be 
Committees. On this assumption, names were submitte ^^#1 
Governor for the various sub-committees and also lor t e ^ o | 


Ltvj. w firV uı 

Committee. Then came the invitation from tbe Private Se^ 


His Excellency to attend a meeting on the 2oth instant ın ^ c | e ar')' 
tive Assembly Hail. This was follovved by your statem ^ Jn the 


- - 1 1UII, 1 İUJ H CU7 A W l I W T » ^ X-» — J J .. ^ ^ ^ 

calling upon the Müslim Leaguers to abstain fronı paıtıc p ^ost 0 

Cr* _, .. __,;,ı ö rpr1 necessary- eS , 


Committees until such time that you considered ne 




liv 


us who believe in discipline and love the League 11101 ^ 
immediately vvrote to His Excellency expressing j nV ie>' 

ty lo attend tbe meeting or to serve on the Conınıittc 


at ° Ur !^> 










Scanned by CamScanner 






•tion 


LEAGUE FROM THE ARMCHAİR TO THE MASSES 

f the Muslini League High Command and its President i n the 
nıeetine was held. Many Muslims attended and many Muslims 


di.' eC A nieeting was ncu. —* v- 

0^ er - The Jist of members ot the varıous committees prepared and 
did D °î weekago, notwithstanding the many withdravvals from them, 
P rİnt ot a'ltered. You will thus find many names on the Committees 
n .° u ij have heen struck off. . . .The Working Committee of the 
r ^ at S |^!j u slinı League met on the night ot the 2 oth instant to consider 
cîn.ation that had arisen in view of your statement nn 


Beng a 


the aıv 
oııe 


Tul 


situation that had arisen in view of your statement on the 
hand and the previous commitment of the Ministers here on the 
ther We argued for tvvo and one half hours. Among the Ministers 
° esent were Mr. Fazlul Haq, Sir Nazimuddin and Tamizuddin Khan. 
L r awardy, although in Calcutta, was absent. Sir Nazimuddin told 
us that Ministers had been exempted. We contended that your state¬ 
ment wasclear andcategorical and made no exceptions. It was suggested 
that the Bengal Working Committee pass a resolution asking the Central 
Working Committee to reconsider its decision, failing vvhich, to 
requisition a meeting ol the All-India Council. These were opposed 
and it was decided that no resolutions be passed as that would have 
heen vvorse than the disaster at Bombay. Fazlul Haq went so far as to 
declare that the Working Committee was ali ıvrong. He had a right 
to his own view and if it came to that he would have no hesitation in 
resigning from the League and the Working Committee, for, he felt 
convinced that in helping the British unreservedly, lay the salvation 
of the Musslamans in India. Abdur Rahman agreed \vith him in the 
matter of his resignation, but it was not forthcoming. May I beg of 

youtoelarify the position and teli those vvho are stili loyal to the League 
what to do?” ' 5 

activjn p ai ? e ^ etter * conıplained to Mr. Jinnah of the objeetionable 
likanda °f \ e , ^ un j a b Ptemier, Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan. I said: 
could chall 6 f 1 at was a ^ aw unto himself. He thought that he 
^°oınıand pP ‘ m P un * t y both you and the Muslini League High 
the general i 6 SaW Congress President in direct opposition to 
^ e i s novvatte rUCt * ons °^t^ e Working Committee and its President. 
^°ogress f nt . °f )v lously to bring about a compromise with the 

r the «dministration of his province”. 


! 94 o 11 " c °nıplairvt and incjuiry he wrote at length on 

1 had n . VV ™ C ^ took pains to discuss and explain 
B itter i n ejtt en50 . raiSe< ^‘ v iew ol its importance 1 reproduce 
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PRIVATE & COHFIDENTIAL. 


24 th Jun 9 l94() j 


My dear Hassan, 







I am in receipt of your letter of the pi * , 

the Worîcin g Committee of u ln6t * 

India üîuslim League asking the Mussalmano û t !? e öl¬ 
War Co^ittees i/^uîte clear J °nS j 

° f -Sir Si-kandar Hayat's statement aiso leavl 1 İ0n 

doubt in the matter. The question was dıscut ? 

jreat length and flnally the resolution * as 
adopted mithout a dlssent. s 

y0U s&y in the rest °f your letter is 

vnn' Ver ? close attention and I agree with 

you that the position is intolerable. 

m 

, °İİ^ r regret is that Sir Nazimuddin according 

o the Press report should have said that ninisters 
were exempted. That is notcorfect. After the 
resolution was passed Sir Nazimuddin asked me what 
be the position of the ministers and I said 
to him that they raust teli the Governors, or 
through the Governors it must be conveyed to the 
Viceroy that pending our communication with the 
Viceroy they should not proceed with the formation 
of the War Committees. Sir Nazimuddin then said, 
"supposing we are forced to go on with it, which 
will feave no alternative than to resign"* to 
vvhich my answer was that if it comes to that we 
may ask them to resign and that they should * 
conununicate to me when that stage is reached# 
a ma-tter of fact Fazlul Haq sent a telegram o 
Sir Nazimuddin that if the Working Committee a 
not resolve to supporrt the British Government 

conditionally we shall have no alternative e 
but to resign the League . The WorKing Co **: c0 n~ 
seemed to regret the telegram and the thr ^ it» 

Fazlul Haq and entirely disappro 

Wherefore Sir Nazimuddin thought that tü a}çe rs, 
gram may have been sent by some mischra ^o 

and withdrew it to get his confirmation - 















> 
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hpfore the Worklng Commlttee; but 
P ut 11 nlaced before the Commlttee, 

fithoug" ît continued its sittlng for twT^ 
more days» 



U 


to 








t arj fully alive to the situation. 

1 n uov I bec of you to clarify the 
You ask ine those that are stili loyal 

?SfL ague «haf to do." I say do faithfully 

Sorking 1 Commlttee enjoins you to do. X f«l 
nlsothat time İs comlng ®hen the Leagua mus. 
be purif ied at ali ccst* 

I am very glad y° u wrot9 to me a frank letter 
and I thank you for it. I may inform you tha* I 
had forwarded the resolution to the Viceroy 
with a covering letter that If he dasired to 
discuss it any further I will be glad to Met 
him. In,response, I received his letter acknovr- 
ledging the resolution and the covering letter, 
and asking me to meet him on the 27th of 
Accordingly I am leaving tomorro?/ night* Af ter 
my return it would be for ali of us to consider 
the position seriously both with regard to Sir , 
Sikandar Hayat and Fazlul Haq. a-tc 

You know that last September at the meeting of 
the Working Commlttee both Sir Sikandar Hayat 
and Fazlul Haq had glven me in writing that 
they would resign the premierships, whenevep 
* called upon them to do so. How far they^aDiae 
ty their soleran word and pledge I do not know. 

There is one sentence in your letter which 
s n °t quite correct; — 

n You, instead of taklng strong action «r 

against these two for indiscipline 
actually condoned their offence and con- 
t firmed it in the speech you delivered 

I dld Jt Hubli.n 

did i del iver any speech at Hubli, heither 
the Hubli o to any one of them in my message to 
th inkinp gerence. But I think you may be 
2?th my statement which I issued on the 






« 
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tt carelully you will ünd 
If you re *° * iv intended to sn QW that 

t hat it " as î “®aue so far had not emb arra B a*a 

‘ *5® S^îîsh Government, pending our neg 0 . 

the Britısn the Vicoroy. 
v, y tiations wlth the 

r m the Viceroy was written by 
— The last ietter from wa£ placed by me belore 

him on the I9th Apr » Bombay on the and 

the Worklng Conımitte ıx these matters the Ünal 

al t er consideratıo indicated by the reso- 

decision was taken up as 
lution of the 17th June. 

»ıı ısıttı kind regarde 
Hoping you are «eli. 

Yours sincerely, 





Hassan Ispahani 
5, Camac Street 
Calcutta. 


Bsq 


• 9 


Tl Tp-ıane Workine Committee took note of Sır Sıkandar 
The League 6 r nn(7r pss President and passed the 

Bnorts in the Press about the so-called Müslim Premıers Conferen 
"fth the President of the Congress at ûelhi 0 n ]une . 3 , .94o^ 
Working Committee, after the statement ol Sır Sıkandar HytKh^ 
before the Committee to the effect that ıt was purely an , 

meetiııg at the invitation ot Maulana Abul Kalanı Azad or . 
talk, resolves that in order to avoid any misunderstandıng or 
struction in future no member of the Working Committee shou a 
enter into any negotiations or discussions with the Congress e 
regarding the question ol Hindu-Muslim settlement or any 
matter \vhich requires adjustment between the Müslim League 
the Congress \vithout the permission ol the President . 

tivitie s 

In the month of July 1940, there were behind-the-scene 
by Sir Sikandar Hayat and his friends to sabotage the offtcia ^ 
League policy and undermine the Qaid’s leadership. I im° §ir 
by my İetter of July 2o, 1940, that we had learnt of a rn ° ve ^ nC jl 
Sikandar to have a meeting of the All-India Müslim Leag ue v e 
called to consider various matters, adding, “I see in this m ^ ^ 
Sıkandar Hayat, an attempt to bid for the leadership of the L ea 6 art i C le 
break up the organisation into two and an inspired lea * n g 

s ‘ / ' *-*V- I 

1 •• ; - *• v 



-1 
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I also \vrote : “There are whis- 


m i o]-^s the idea . * «— w • • ~ 

ic tĞ tesm an SII P™ J ast interview with the Viceroy failed because 

*ÎL he* “-fS being the representative of the League on his 
P l inshted on U ->4 sikan dar Hayat deputed one of his lıeutenants, 
y,, nanded Co T* L Calcutta and some others to other provinces, to 
f Arnj ad A ‘ (/%r his idea of unconditional support to the British 
> "< August .94°. I wrote to Mr. Jinnah as follows: 

W , Al- MLA the son of Muratab Ali, has come here İrom Lahore 

“Mr. Am jad A», Pup j ab> Our meeting was called merely with 

t0 canva« suppor ^ ^ ^ opportunity to convince us that the Punjab 

the object ol g* & > and had to be supp0 rted in the stand they have 

tvero really the aggı l 


>vcn' 

taken up. 


e aware that therr are some fellows here who will be only too happy 
Y ° U joia hands with Sikandar and his company. 


to 


We heard Amjad and after dinner the Working Committee met to discuss 
the points raised. It was with much tact that another catastrophe was 
avcrted and those vvho w?nted to do the mischief were stayed from doing 
it. The VVorking Committee passed no resolution in support of sending a 
requisition on the lines of the Punjab. Some members pressed the vie\v that 
Leaguers in rheir individual capacity, in exercise of their rights as laid down in 
fhe Constitution, may table a requsition on the lines of the Punjab. We 
objected and said that such a move \vould be suicidal to the avider Müslim 
interests and that vve shoutd see that none from Bengal tollowed the lead of 
the Punjab. By doing so they would throw this province in the trap prepared 
by Sikandar Hayat. 


I must say fhat Sir Nazimuddin rose to the occasion and spoke in support. 
Bnefly, by peacerul persuasion we managtd to keep the pıo-Sikandar party 
at ay. Fazlul Haq, at \vhose house this meeting \vas held, kept out of the 
room almost the whole time on the excuse of attending to the comfoıts of 

de!iW n WaS drag S ed İato the room in the concluding stages of our 
(Nazimuddin’ X ° U and 1 teel that he ™d Shahabuddin 

the whot shl^rl 0 ’ W ‘ rh ^ taCİt SC PP ort of Shaheed » ^ad ergineered 
°tlıerwise”. ^ counted on a pro-Punjab feeling. It turned out 


To f 

Governn lent .^ r 7 e ,!'^ e 1 content: ‘ 0n t ^ lat t ^ lere was a manoeuvre by 

, a )' at Khan to f or 1 *l tlrou §^ ^ er taithful friends like Sir Sikandar 

their \ Varn |. * e Q a ' d- e-Azam and the Müslim League to 
»nt«K^ >lU policv or pUp .l , P 


h 6 e their w ar nrı i: v a 'u-e-Azam and the Muslini League to 

Cr^' ement rnar| e by°the O ^ ‘“'f * ' hem ' 1 nia >' "I 110 * 6 an im P or - 
eNv with the r ^ aiC 111 J une > I 94 °- in the course of an 

m r «presentative of Times o f India, he said : 


.pnL®' 1 l lr «müy * M^'un l.eaguer, later stili a pillar of the 

ee ol the presenf '/r a ^ ıstan s Permanent Delegation to the United 

v onvention Müslim League) Government. 
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qAID-E-AZAM as I KNEW HIM 


"The proscnt ambition and policy of the Congress are suggested ir\ t ] le 
words ot’ a prominent Congress man: ‘Should the International situati 0n 
\vorsen apnreciably, Britain will make a strong bid for Congress goodwill 
bv trylng to meet its demands very much more than half-way. o n his 
present shotving, Jinnah will not be over-pleased with the development and 
\vould, in ali probability, resort to obstructıon. Brıtam wıll then turn to her 
faithfuİ friend Sikandar Hayat Khan. Perhaps the good offices and the 
poNverful support of the Aga Khan would also be available. Nor w 0 uld 
Fazlul Han, the Bengal Premier be found unwillıng. Jinnah would stili b e 
lef t a aood enough following, but then will come to him the tragic realisation, 
how s Ö o many of the Khan Bahadurs and Knights and titled gentry, who are 
now dancing attendance on him, will drop away in an instant at a si gn fr 0m 
the British Government whose creations tlıey are, Jinnah \vould stili be a not- 
able factor, but only a factor, not the sole determinant. A Gandhi-Aga 
Khan-Sikandar-Fazlul Haq understanding \vould have a more far-reaching 
effect than the Luckno\v Pact of 1916 . Jinnah would either have to toe the 
lineor stand in haughty aloofness, unable to change the course of history.”* 


Replyino to my letters on August 8, 1940, Mr. Jinnah vvrote: 
“1 \vas very pleased to hear the account of the meeting and specially 
to note that Nazimuddin rose to the occasion. I hope you are following 
how quickly the events are developing. If the people will have only a 
liftle patience and give us some peace and chance at least lor a reason- 
able period and stand united, I feel that we shall immensely benefit. 
As regards ali sorts of rumours there is absolutely no truth that my 
last interview with the Viceroy failed for the reasons mentioned in 
your letter. The negotiations are stili proceeding so far satisfactorily.. 
You must have, by novv, read the statement of the Viceroy on behalf 
of His Majesty’s Government.” 

The most important part of the Viceroy’s statement dated 
August 8, 1940, from the Müslim point of vie\v was the follovving 
paragraph: 

“His Majesty’s Government’s concern that full weight should be given to 
the vie\vs of the minorities in any revision, has also been brought out. That 
remains the position of His Majesty’s Government. It goes \vithout saying 
that they could not contemplate the transfer of their present responsibilities 
for the peace and vvelfare of India to any system of Government avhose 
authority is directly denied by large and powerful elements in India s nationa 
life. Nor could they be parties to the coercion of such elements into 
subnaission to such a Government.” 


Mr. Amery, Secretary of State for India, elaborating the state 
ment said that 


♦ 


the loremost among these elements stands the great Müslim coınmua y 
of ninety miUion strong and constituting a naajority both in the 
Westena and North-Eastern India.” 


Quoted in Speeches and Statements of the Jinnah collected by Jami-ud-Dm 
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1 


CTUst I 9 4o: “The whole of Müslim İndia 
rot c to hin* TjCfiııite lead and I sincerely trust that it will not 

»&£ it İS fnd'atc thoroughly satisfied, yo, 




jslo° kİ "befo^ if ' S f0r -urances and are thoroughly satisfied, you vvill 

bt l^ e the fulle îXart edsu PP ort of tlle communit y in lhe P rOSeCU ' 

yo u , , vV rhe ' v ' l0 ı , 


■* the *ar. 


|U 

r jon 


, ur,.- w ere spreading and it tvas apprehentled 

tlatnes ol the W- ^ e P | fed The Council of the All- 
Müslim oountnes “‘ 8 ^ , 94 o, resolved : “in view ol the 

t'* ,Viuslim Leagoe 0e P f ; ers against the ındependence 

of Mİlim co g untries, to authorise the President 

<x a day f«r the l P f Mus | im İndia with Müslim countrıes and 
Ipathy f**™ who have any such design that in the event of 

.'Un conveyıng to „„„„ t ries Müslim İndia w,II be forced to 


S conveying to ™ U n tr ies, Müslim india will be forced to 

an v attack upon ^ ^ support to them.” Mr. Jinnah accor 

Lj kv them and gne a PP ı,, m „t_ t ,l.WiAa of Ramazan, 


:-nd by them the Jumat -ul-Wida of Ramazan, 

togly ™tCe special prayers and public meetings to express 

«the day for holdın^p P f or t he Müslim countrıes. In 


„;he day for holding specı^p^ oı ^ e rn for the Mus ı im countrıes. In 

Müslim ' n<lıa s W f we i,, Calcutta, held a mammoth public 
pursuance ot thıs dne th f t he Müslim countrıes and 

possiblc he,p in the event of 

HK|pn against them 






According to the directive of the AU-IndU Müslim League March 
,3, „ +I , betog the anniversary of the adoption o the Pakistan 
Resolution, ıvas to be observed as Pakistan Day throughout the 
country. The Muslini League Ministers in Bengal, hovvever, tor reasons 
oftheir o\vn, did not want the Provincial League to celebrate the Day. 

On March 22, there appeared a statement purporting to be a te egram 
sent bv the President of the Provincial League calling upon the 
Muslinıs throughout the province not to observe tbe Day. It said. 

İn view of possible misunderstanding and danger to cornmunal 
^rmony owing to recent riots, Provincial Muslini League decided 
^ to hold Pakistan meetings tvventythird. Recpaest you to conıply. 
Pro!^ arC ^ 26, l9 ^ I> ^ wrote to Shaheed Suhravvardy, Secretary ot the 
taken^^ ^" ea § Lle ’ inquiring as to when aııd by whom this decision vvas 
the ° Ut ^ was u ^ tra vires as it contravened tbe mandate 

îueetinp r n ^ â ^ us ^nı League and requested hini to cali an urgent 
eoıısidej. ° f , ^otking Committee of the Provincial League to 
• <The f act tt Serİ ° USneSS ot the si tuation. 1 added in my letter: 
‘Ve 0 f th at tKe Muss almans of Calcutta observed Pakistan Day 
; e 0r tlers issued by the Provincial President is significant 
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QAID-E' AZAM 1 KNhW HIM 


f«İ 


I 


the direction towards vvhich Musli m puW , 

an d ındıÇ» L . repe tition of such a dıctatorial attitude Su"" » 
***' 4r :r' fo A r : y arde P d to my great leader a copy of ^ > 
(,isastel • ı î an d also wrote as follovvs: It wıll perha ps COrne er to 
Suhra Tndse that the President of the Benga Provincial Lea gUe ° *>« 

H president of the Nikhil Banga Proja Krishak Samiti. view 
comi e election, this gentleman has c.rculated no t, c es to ali Dist > 

I ivisions, towns, thanas and un,ons to g rd up their l oins ^ 
prepare themselves to fight for the rjghö of the peasants İt h also 
rumoured that the President of the N.kh.l Banga Krishak Sa m i ti is 
carrvins on secret negotiations with the rump ot the Congress Party 
\vhich calls itself the Bengal Congress Parhamentary Party led by Mr. 
Sarat Chandra Bose. You İıave got to put your foot down and demand a 
clarification forthwith as, in my humble opinion, alloaving Mr. Fazlul 
Haq to ruin the Muslim cause in Bengal at this critical juncture would 

be disastrous.” 

İn his reply dated April 4, 1941, Mr. Jinnah asked me to send 

hini a copy of the notice circulated by Mr. Fazlul Haq to the districts 

and sub-divisions and added: “In the meantime do you not think it is 

tor the Bengal Mussalmans to put their foot down and demand clarifi- 

cation of the dual position that Mr. Fazlul Haq has taken up?'* The 

Meetingofthe Provincial League Working Committee was eventualİY 
called on April 3, 1941. 5 

strongly against^i ^ b ı e ' d ' Tbe memb ers expressed themselves 
Teague. No resoluti^^^ ^ ma ndate of the All-lndia Muslim 
directives received ir^ P aSSed but it was the general opinion that 

Centre should be carried out. 

anTprlsid th<î y° rkin g Committ d ° uble § ame - While remaining a 
string of stetem tbe ben S a l Provf 6 *°ı tbe All-India Muslim League 
He Wcd to browh S Tu 1011 ran coun? Musli m League, he issued a 
resoluti ons unpalatabl^ Calcutta Dis?-^ ^ P oli cy of the League. 

to MM° rt bim< the° ı' m but his r League for passing 

do M ; gr ] :;r h H i w orking c g ommitt p e e dia 

k eep a 1,^ ls b °und to k U Ha q as'v , June 1 2» 1941, I vvrOte 
sli P badly and ^ true co^? 2 bims elf L °* U İs best to g ive bİm 
fr W ^ later. He cannot 

execut - -He C C^h e ?- 'î eat1 ' blow. ■■ • Ç also 

do ' vn ky th^MinUt^gue should keep 

~ ea §u e . ," S sb ould be the 

as e of deviation, 
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br 0 ught to the bar of the League to explain their 
v . .houU be ı ( . oin in initiating the policy and thereafter they 

the least compunction. This is not as it should be.” 

■ A st I94 ı, the British authorities made a well-planned 
luo break up the solidarity of the All-India Muslini League. The 
1 raJ Hne of the Muslini League policy during the War was that it 
^ ]d take no part in the war elioı t \vithout a share in the power and 
responsibility of the Government. As such, the League has decided 
that none of its members could accept any position in any body or 
ageney concemed with the war efifort, unless the League, as a body, 
decided upon co-operatioıı. The Viceroy had, till then, held negotia- 
tioııs with the President of the Muslini League and was well aware of 
mliflicy; yet in August 1941, without reference to the President 

■* e L “S u , e 0 r i! sE f X “ Ut ! ve ’ the Vicer °y secretly issued invitations 
to the Müslim Chief Mınısters telling «hem that they were being 

appoınted members ot the Defence Council in their capacitv as Chief 
Mınısters and that thev shnnhl ^ * 11C1 

bv the Vice ov tLr- l! -. P thlS a Secret ' But *e message sent 
by the Viceroy through the Governor of Bombay, Sir Roger Lumlv 

Müslim Chief Minîsters had ^b'' 0 ™ ^aT* İSSUed Stated that th ® 

to represent ‘the t c t m 1 ? ** ° efenCe C ° UnCİl 

message he immediateh I 1 ",ı ' m comIrmnıt y • On receipt of the 
# which the Vicerov s “ * mee ?S ° f the Workin S Committee 

members . Sir Sil?? ? age WaS brou g ht to notice of the 
(Assam) resigned f?? n'l <Plln İ ab ) and Sir Mohammad Saadullah 
*ked i S" the Defence Council. Mr. Fazlul Hac, demurred, 

^ League ? e n ? r ?S ned b ° th from the Defence Council and 

h« t ■ ,h * > ■* *• 

ı jr ^cfc, 

H and 26 ^ t0 ^° lk ’ n g Committee’s meetings on August 24, 

Lea guers ioini 94l, u at Whİch decisions were taken against Müslim 
^ e fence t 6 ^ ,cero y s oxpanded Executive Council and 

Musslam?«- ~ L ' T W a r0t f î^ 1 ^' J* nna h as follows: “Believe me, 









iV1 LlSSİaTV ^”1 i-' T l -i u 1 t/ >v o . L)C11CVC 111(3} 

^ Or kino Co ^ ° nf U haVe been ^ ıeartene d by the stand that the 
tbeir he ad s mmit ^ ee took U P in its meeting. The Musslamans walk with 
^tle-holde ^ ecause ^heir political organisation can now shun 

m rs and no longer respects titular heads.” y. s 

Whil 

at r>fdv»* -' 

blovt’vnk * COnsideri ng Mr. Fazlul Haq’s letter of explanation dated 

activi*.- eP ^ wrote to the Qaid about the surreptitious 

, les °f certain elements in the Bengal Müslim League who, for^flg 

® reasons, vvere trying to queer the pitch lor the All-India body. 
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Sat at ^ or Ling Committee of the All-India Müslim Leagu 

^ 1 considerincj A/tr Avnl^nafion flafpı 










- 






■ 

I said: “ Yesterday cvening, vvhilc «c wcrc vvaiting in ,h e W 
Nnvıb of Dacca tor the decısıon ot the Workmg Comraittee si? 
25 who was the Chief Wh«p of the CoaHtion Part/^ 
naturally interested in the cont.nuance of the Government, «jJJ 
that we should tetephone Delin and press tor the acceptanu ,i 
Fazlııl Haq’s letter as sufficient apology. Our group refused point- 
blank and told thenı that as we considered the Working Committee 
to be a body of intelligent men and you were its President, it wouid 
be an öpen insult to offer them ıınsolicited directions. . Some minutes 
later, Shahabuddin came forlh with a more astounding statement 
that in case ıhe Working Committee rejected the letter as unsatisfac- 
torv, it w as his considered opinion that we should make it see reason 
and to act on our advice as the whole dispute related to our province. 
You may be sure that I did not leave unsaid anything that was worth 
saying. I told the meeting that the suggestion of Shahabuddin struck 
at the root of discipline and could not, therelore, be given a second 
consideration—that the League vvas an All-India political organisation 
and not an association of time-servers and self-seekers and made it 


clear to them that I, for one, would declare öpen \var and felt confident 
that even in Bengal, I would, not be left single-handed to fight the battle 
that must necessarily result if such a step is taken. So, no suggestions 
or threats were telephoned to Delhi.” 


The Working Committee decided to accept Mr. Haq s letter o 
explanation and reaffirmation of loyalty to the League and to treat the 
matter as closed. I welcomed the decision in a press statement and 
appealed that “there should he a stop to recriminations in the pr eSS 
över the topic now buried. If good faith is maintained in this respect, 
I am sure of the cohesion and stability \vhich the nation requires at 
the present juncture. On November 2o, 1941, I vvas able to report 
to the Qaid: There seems to be peace in the Province. The issuing 
of statements and counter-statements has been given a holiday. I anı 
tol.l that the 'Naya Jug' (Mr. Haq’s paper) too, is not as vulgar as 

^ 4- n r» .T 4 - — — D ^ 


it used to be. 


Fv.I.Jh , 1 h VeVer .’, dKİ ' 10t laSt lon g- As t »nticipated, Mr- 

, ,, 10 , ıp td q had temporarıly made peace with the All-India Muslin' 

cLfZiste°r rn ; “ a T‘ L f a Ş U ? Minis '‘7 with himself as the 

dated November 19, i “Wyi, le , ader b Y m Y ,ett ? 

have been oııce again prophetic in nıv bas bappen^d-^ 

cheated ali and has gained his object.bde plİ^dTo/ti H '7 -ir 
clever «işemen played into his hands.” On November 26 tbTre «'.ıs 
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A seclion ot tlıe nıammotlı gatlıering at ilıe Patna session ot the League. 


' - 



By Courtesy of Mohtorama fatima linnah 
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‘Corruption is a curse in indi a and amongst Muslims, especially the 
»called educated and intelligentsia. Unfortunately, it is thıs class 
that is selfish and morally and intellectuallv corrupt. No doubt thıs 
disease is common, but amongst tbis particular class of Muslims, ıt ıs 
rampant. However, it is a pbase that we ha ve to iace and nıake everY 
eftort to eıadicate and purify our society. ...” 

Qaid-e-Azam’s letter to the author, 
dated May 6, 194$. 




I 


J 
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, 0 rtbc Coalilîonı IMHy mınus the so-called Progressive 
, . bv Mr. F“ lul "•«!• Al ter some time, he arrived and his 

l>art) f° rn ,“ Itcd dejccted. Hc and Mr. Suhravvardy were elosetted in 
(blk**** 0 ,„ Re-entering the meetıng room, Mr. Haq made the 
*> ^ .Btement: "I an. I.appy to mert you ali. I am making a 
fo, '° l that I anı sure will gladden your hearts and burn the hearts 
P, r0p0 , S rnemies- I propose an adjournment of the Assembly tonıomm 
f 0 wee k in order that 1 may compose differences that are unfortuna- 
T''stili left un-composed. 1 do not doubt that I will have your support 
. -.Mavine this aim, lor vvith aıııity and concord reestablished we 

«...o >> -rl _1 ’ 


in a 

%v 11 face any on e 


-/ / -^ a -v* x V/Vkl l.UL/1 1 J 

e or sev e rai groups.” The members agreed. 


This was, hovvever, only a ruse. Mr. Haq was working simultane- 
ously to form another coalition. As 1 wrote to the Qaid on the 2 9 th: 
»We vvoke up this morning to be faced by a fait accompli —a coalition 
bet\veen Haq, Bose, Congress, Proja and the Independent Scheduled 
Caste. Haq asked for time, not to bı ing back his men to the fold of the 
Coalition, but to fix up vvith Wardha. The mandate reached Calcutta 
last night and so, out came the conspiracy that has been hatehed for 
many months. It seems that we have been out manoeuvred. Our top 
men now stand exbausted. Haq has betrayed them, the Coalition and 
the Musslamans of the Province. The four and one half years Müslim 
uplift \vill now be checked. Unfortunate are the Musslamans of Bengal 
No\y the war is on. Haq has gained a tactical advantage. However, our 
cause is just and Allah will help us. Please be ready t o help. We shall 
fight, Inshallah, to the last man.” 


After Mr. Fazlul Haq’s betrayal of the Müslim League and 
dissolution of the Cabinet, \ve proceeded to form a Müslim League 
Party consisting of the genuine Müslim League members of the 
legislature and to elect a leader. To avoid canvassing and lactionalism 
a new procedure was adopted. Mr. Abdul Momin, a respected elder, 
was appointed the presiding officer. No names were pıoposed., 
Members cast their votes bv secret ballot for vvhomsoever they pleased,*. 
The presiding officer, after counting the votes, just announced the 
name of the person who had secured the highest number ot votes 
ıvithout diselosing the other names and the votes cast or 
Khwaja Nazimuddin was thus eleeted leader. The awa t ° t bi s stage 
Khıvaja Habibullah, who \vas an aspırant for t e ea ^ rsl 'l W e 
hetrayed the Müslim League and joined hands wıth ^ J.. 0 n 
settled down to real lıard work as the mam party PP £han 

D. çember ij, 194-, I J» * ^ T .etr eve oor posMon 

v, .mfident that vve shall, vv.thm a ^ort pe od rtne 

•o, i.İV and shall come back stronger, health.er 
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than ever before. A bloated party, full of selbi 
must cne day burst. This is what has happened to the P% lp 
here. We have been gıven an opportunity f 0r 
(Yom the chaff and for dıfiferentıatmg between the tru e L g the gSj 

the person who was a Leaguer for his own convenience an <l 

Tilere is no necessity for despair. . . . Fazlul Haq wi l[ nQ| ™ b %fi t 
with his treachery. He may be ın power one, two, three, f 0l f * a ^ a y 
months, but his day of reckoning will never-the-less Co ^ n ^ 
that day is not too far off. He thinks he wiJl bring i n peace and ** 
perity by joining hands with the very people who cursed and oZl) 
the Mussalmans from every conceivable platform in the province 
The coalition in power today is ill-conceived and is something hideom 
and unnatural. Heterogeneous elements are bound to pull i n different 
directions and very soon one or the other wi 11 have to break awayf or 
reasons of self-preservation.” The Müslim League was thus brought 
closer to the people. This proved to be its real source of strength. 

We then launched a vigorous propaganda campaign by holding 

biç pııblic rallies in Calcutta and other towns and districts of the 

province to acquaint the people with the issues involved in the 

political battle and Mr. Fazlul Haq’s betrayal ol the Müslim cause. 

Muslini leaders—Nazimuddin, Suhravvardy, Akranı Khan, Abdul 

Momin, Tamizuddin Khan—toured the province and addressed meet- 

ings. Müslim students joined the campaign and played a heroic part 

in propagating the League’s message and exposing Mr. Haq. The 

people’s response was enthusiastic and lıeartening. Mr. Haq resorted 

to threats against the Müslim League \vorkers and neıvspapers suppo rt ' 

ing the League but no one was deterred by the threats. He too ventured 

out on a tour to counter our campaign. I vvrote in this connection to 

the Qaid onFebruary 14, 1941, asfollows: “Haq ventured out withhis 

circus. The first place on his progranıme was Barisal, his stronghokü n 

the Province. He was met by big black flag demonstrations ali along 

the route and I anı told he had to order poliçe intervention at nıost 

o the statıons. He had on his train, a substantial poliçe force. At 

Barisal the students forced an ‘address’ on him which was fiili of 

his condenınatıon for havmg sold the Muslinıs of Bengal to the arch- 
enemy—the Mahasabha. He rlr,^ u- . o , „ rf . r e 

arresirl «nt no c ‘ osed hls ears - Maııy students were 

arrested. He got up to address the meeting but dıd not s D eak for mor® 

failed him! He left Calcutta with the m ı f 3 ’ 11 ® that h, ' s volce K 
on behalfof Government, extensive agri eu iVıı ^ l°l ^ ^»kinet to ^ ’ 
whose possessions had been completely tvipedYınT T*? ^ f 
laat cyclone. Yet he could not muster cfuraoe ^ the , haV0C °u is 
trymg to muzzle the Azad. . . . We are willing to stand^he pefsecluio" 
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! iî> 
ti t: 


Page i7 6 , 


line 


29 read ‘January 14, 1942’, instead of ‘February 



14, 194 1 


dİPage 177, line 1 read ‘letter’ instead of ‘reply*. 



and grandeur beat ali nrpvinııs re.cord^^ The 
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,>* The Qaid in his re 

M fjiat you are 3,1 'vorking. I am sure" ofT 11 ■ ^7 
< e ,l »m g la İ as a team. I quite agree vyith you that ot;""'».! 


M * s Sfcs 

ply dat ^ lanuaro 
sure r - 



*• v>* ,s 


■ 

" önly 3 questıon o. tüne.” Again on ££J*‘ 

W p ,eased to >> ear enormous “pport t: 

j»f* : Lea gue i s r eceıvıng ' 

Jm« Sİ 1 ' 11 , to hold the Bengal Provincial Müslim 

™ .. ^ deci de ı to jnvite the Qaid-e-Azam to visi 


c j\> se yı ani 



Lea 


gue 


îf w aS deCİ . m ; and to invite the ^aıd-e-Azam to visit Bena a \ 

r reoc e at SC ? derence. He fixed February 12 for his arrival i n 
Co n ' e ,j reSS the Gon jçt'or the Conference. On arrival, he was 

jpd ada ^ february i 4 < ^ 

hich in point of enthusiasm, numbers 
<i a pubHc recep^ The Conference at Serajgunj, 

Cndeur b f b dlisional headquarter, was attended by drousands 

İsiîtf ^ Pr “ J 17 * ’ 



w 


nt to his vindictiveness against the Mushm 

Mr. Fazlul Haq gave vent to his d blicat i 0 n for one 

ta by ordering the Star of * of the 2oth, * 

week from the 2 7th of Aprı > ^vînrial Muslini League, one o 

published resolutions of the Bengal Pro sQİdiers in Feni. 

dıichrelatedto theoutrage on Müslim wom ) w ithdra\v the 

Within three days Mr. Haq’s Governmen an a p 0 logy or 

[ °rder unconditionally after his attenıpts r -i j 

^dertaking from the staff of the newspapeı 


4 

ı» e / 

it 1 ,#,, 

l /|* 

*Y .V» 'i 


"^ UÜU! U1C 1 1 , n 

i t o u PP n ovcrtiK.cn 

, % July 1942, Mr. Fazlul Haq appeared to av Farm he had 
ıttıseof remorse över his political misdeeds and the har 

.u.ır t . f. r 1. \yfndims. He began to 


' 1S( jnseof remorse över his political misdeeds an , Q cas t 

* 6 b( "h to himself and to his fellow Muslims. He bega 

İ^make approaches. On July 3. I ^ ote W ^ Q 

* t 


i 


F.t ,, 

/ ıt; 


/ * 

/ . 


1? Prince Dillan. the younger brother of the Nawab of 
^8 M«l im Leaguer ; met y me “ nd in , general way stated that 

left 

S ^ fe 0 a S nSt , Mr ' Fazl ul Haq were not confined to ® en S a J* ^dem^stra- 

i 5\ tht nfeeting of the Defence Council there at the 

C Û niv ; rrı ^Biversifv 1 C , Wa y- Jamiluddin Ahmad, former > . t ^ e students 

^ Ho had’ ı Wh ° was an eye-witness of the s çene States . l after the 

^S Cct t(i jj a ga>nst his m nised him when he had P assed tll ‘°KK h ( J his S compa rtrnen,; 
‘ * C 10 a gnaeh' D1Stry had been d efeated in 1938, mobbed b.s co | ^ 

^ «aff. ***** demonstration from which he was rescued > 

. 


' i' I 





■'* 
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».T »M AS 1 KNEW HIM 
QAID-E-AZAM Ab ı 




» . Kv one of Fazlul Haq’s ncphews, .m mtimate f riend 
was sent for from 1 atna by ^ just about sick of every thing and t he 

„f his, and told that * h ' °colleaguos having worn out .and wi.h lus exp eri . 
ailt of victory över his pa 6 f Ws power ful Hindu colleagues, hfe 

ence of being uke ' 1 ^ wi f h yQ u and with the Müslim nation. 

ıvantcd to nıake his P La - ■ { 

■ to me and told me that Haq wanted hi m to 

Yesterday, DiUan ağam - ^ flesireJ tf) have a heart to heart talk. He 

arrange a meeting w‘tn n * - t as he hoped that something good may 

asked" me not to retusc ■ ^ ^ re f U sed but as he persisted, agreed. 

result for the ^ night at se ven and talkcd freely for an hou r 

\\^ C ^ ^ ^ 

and half. 

, , ,c rift his suspicions of attempts being 

He narrated the who V^lUme that vvorked a web around him—the break, 
made to unsaddle hini, l ^ f orm the Cabinet’, his success, the 

the struggle for the al y^ on him by his Hindu colleagues, 

k difficult.es faced b y h ^ ^ off> to make pe ace wıth you and the 

■ the des.re to cal dissolve the Progressive Party, the Progressive 

V League, to retur " . ’ k the Progressive Coalition Party and Cabinet now 
• Muslini League, o reconstruct it as is considered advisable 

"Ş C% r r"^“ee you and t„« he feared r„u g H 

, by Îp U ' H a it i, this that has kept him aıvay from seeing you. I assured him 
handlıng and ıt wou ld do or ask to be done as a sine 

that wh i lst no t ( guaran^Ja t ion,^ { guarantee( l him that he would receive 

from"vöû j as before and as you in your grea.ness accord to every Mussalman, 
3 nd friendly tvelcome. He asked me, as a spec.al favour to accom- 
IL rar to cm a dav ahead of him to Bombay. I saıd that l d.d not ıvant 
JTbVmade a foo) of bit if he were serious, l would gladly travel vvith him 
on the same train and notvvithstanding my many commıtments here l ıvould 
gladly sacrifice my time and money and go to Bombay He saıd e was 
Serious. We fixed the 4 th as the day of our departure by the Jubbulpore 

Mail. 

Unfortunately you are out of tovvn. Please let me knoıv ıvhere you are 
and what is your programme, by Express telegram. 

I learnt later that the Qaid was on a short visit to Bhopal and 
would retum to Bombay on July 9. I again wrote to hım on Ju y 

as uncler: 

“Since I last wrote to you, Dillan has met me several tımes callıng or ^ 
receiving clarification. He asked me if I desired to meet Haq ağam- ^ 
him that as I could not deliver the goods, constant meeting would no F 

matters in any way. 

Now from ıvhat I can gauge, the essence of his game is the reı na ^ ationa l 

stunt, his stunt and John Herbert’s* ambition, to ı aV ^ p olicy 
Cabinet. He ıvants to emulate the Viceroy in follovvıng 


*Sir John Herbert was Governor of Bengal. 


Scanned by CamScanner 






„ THE ARMCHAIR TO THE MASSES 

■ fc tlF F 

■lfcr^ GU ı . e ılırce or so Müslim Leagucrs. 

*'“ 5U ■ ■ *» t» •** “ h ,‘î rS fiAme, fulile *° ,hi " k f * 

■ H e ' van , . nl that if th,s . ^ -selves for the sake of a tew 

^°' l \ c yed to ^" _ We cannot allow bribed anc1 bought; allow 

r^f-STİ'-, C8bi v'„'ce • to stop our agita.ion in the 

£- — th ' Mu " 

. , stell convi „ C e Kim - « 

0 . . Let mî meet Mr. J ,n . g t j ıe on ]y way. Other- 

Hİ 5 rep'y^' •Müslim League’ G °™™™™ N&Yfah of Dacca and finish us ali. 
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Jcı . the Hm .... Dacca have been 




nlU c „ ıf Hacı plus Dacca have been 

lvt o Hb Müslim public opinion in seven 

rtaşts; 

X te he ; ra [ o ed Jk £ e aw^y U a e singne member from our Party. This was his 
bc W as unable k ,J ver is on the mınus side . 

iofluence then. J 


ence ı«»— - , 

|Hr îinnah If 1 fail to do so, I shalL abide by 

Haq «y* <r shal1 . f^'^he matter ’ ' He told this to me and he told this 
* J r f he ^ . «-i*r .his is a llp under- 

Xce-should not be placed upon it. 


, *«. circumstances, bearing in mind that yont time and my time and 
înoney3teprecious, will it be tvorth our vvhile to encourage Hac, to see you. 
ıf nuthino comes off, then this thoroughly unrelıable man ınay ıssue a iresh 
sutement damnirg the League and saying hoıv dictatorıal you were and add 
any cursed nonsense or lie to it. The statement may not cut ıce wıth 
anvone because even every Hindu will dishelieve it although the Press xvill 
utilise it for the benefit of the Anti-Muslim forces in this country. 


However, it is for you to decide after considering carefully the pros and 
cons. An Express telegram from you will he appreciated. Just the \vord 
'Come' wiU be construed as 'Bring Haq with you’. ‘Don’t come’ vviü 
mean to me Do not bother. It vvill be sheer waste of time’.” 


% ^ w V' V/ * V. 1 I I I « 

‘3. Ireceived the followinp telegraphic messape 
W m reply to my letters: 6 S ‘ S 

H- 


from the 


fııtile unless ht» ı 

al1 al| egations s It k di fsociate himself from his party, withdr?ws 
Pfecedent.” . * S ıscipline Muslini League in vvriting as conaition 


Th, 


^ 1 imftl ediatelv°n ^ j a te ^ e P^ oni c conversation Avith Mr. 
PNuceti belowr. ° 6 0Wn t * le conversation \vhich 


U 


b is 


Mİlİ a. q , e 

^ c oünter sta ?„ ° m >a T beca use it may unnecessarily lead to 

sta tements League beirtg dictatorial ete., ete. 
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The sine qua n.m of his meeting Mr. Haq are: 
















(,) That Haq should dissociate himse.lt from the Progressive p* rty ^ 
ıhe Progressive Müslim League. 

(2) Withdraw alt the allegations made by him agaiast the Presi<le nt 
Working Committee and the Müslim League. 

(3) Submit to the discipline of the All-India League. ™ 


These must be given in writirg to mc. 

If the above conditions are fulfilled, vve may proceed at önce to Bombay and 
Haq is assured that he will get a most sympathetic hearing, wilt be re-admitted 
and his gıievances against individuals in Bengal will be looked into and 
everything will be \vell again. 


The League cannot negotiate with any individual, big oı small, who is in the 
camp of the enemy. He quoted Subhas Bose, going to England and negotiating 
witlı Churchill. The result would only be—arrest and trial tor treason. 


Mt . Jinnah will be in Bombay and vvill cancel his engagements to meet 
Haq if the above terms are fullfilled. 

I asked_‘Suppose Haq goes to Bombay and in your presence complies 

with vour three terms in person, have you ary objection to my leaving 
for Bombay with him? 


He replied Tf he can comply in my presence, he can more readily complv 
in my absence giving you just a few lines before you people leave for Bombay. 
He may expect a fair and square deal trom me and my colleagues. 


I had the Qaid’s terms and conditions conveyed to Mr. Haq and 
wrote to the iormer on July i£, 1942, as follovvs: 

“it seems that he may give me the required letter if I give him the verbal 
assurance on my ovvn that I shall only publish the letter if he issues a prejudicial 
statement after the meeting with you resulting in no settlement. He seems to 
be more tlıan confident that he will convince you and will come to 
agreement with you regarding Bengal and continues to declare that il be 
fails he vvill accept your decision. He may be sircere and stili I doubt 
hissincerity.” 


The Qaid replied: 

The sincerity and honesty of Mr. Fazlul Haq can oniy be tested b) 
action avhich is a condition precedent that he shouıd dissociate himsel ' ^ 

the party to avhich he belongs and avhich coalition party is of his oavn creatıo 
and is inimical to the Müslim League.” 
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ARMI'IIAIU I 1 » H" MAIİ^IH 


İHI 


,• „klnc tor furiher cl»ri««*t ton «I lıl* 

„ r „te «o I'"" a . \ photoatat copy of ..■<>pviMİı« 

0 f Augu st Juı n e.l hi» posltlon: 


1 

u,Wfc,TS«» funy «I 


Millili I *1 I MAIİ t HOAO, 
M/M MA* MM I 



Lit AUg tUlt L04; 


• . 

t 


uv dear Hassan, 

1 am in receipt of your letter of the M th of July and 

I rtally oannot urderst.nd you. If Mr. P.alul H.q «İt.. to 
letter to the effect thût he İs ready and nllllng to 
diasociate himelf from the party of which he la the lemJor 
and to withdraw ali allegations againat the Muslini Lcagus and 
to submit to the discipline of the All-Indla Müslim Leugue, 
then he nust carry out his assurance, if after furtlıer discus- 
sion I am of opinion that he should do so, and ho falla to 
conrince ne of any other course. But otherwlse if ho decllrıes 
to abide by the assurance embodiöd in this letter, then what 
li tht usa of such a letter at ali, and ou'l meeting? 

It seans that he wants to seo me and negotlate with me as 
** esiseary or representatlvo of the parties and organlaatlon 

° f h9 18 the heûd J U8t ^ present. That party İs İn our 
^^^HHPnlmlcal to the Muslini Leagua and Müslim Indla, Wa 

t ^ JUdg9d hİn a ? a halter. Hon can you expcct me 

tith th İOrL9 Wİth hiID 5,0 lon £ as he remalns assoclated 

^ tirat partv? 

Ur. Chur chlll f U '' ’ * âl1 iinagine Lord Han Han asklng 

0,I, aan f rl ^ irı teivjon to negotiato on behalf of his 

«T. ***’ » 

* ^**7 vhı c ^H * r 7 w ^^- c ^ 1 he İs the head — 

***> Af J r ^ nlÛûl t0 the ««li» League, he being a 
Ş'jİ- .1 CUu plifeu with this condltion preeedant 


is that he rnust 


J fî 

K y- 


't.-' • 


Scanned by CamScanner 
















OAID-E-AZAM as I KNEW HIM 





i 








- 8 - 


" W,n 

***■*»** m'u 



tbe questlon .T .1 4 «sstlc. 4b"” 1 »7 be consld.r.d by 
and 1. t ha t -t«.r ». »«t «bide by the decislon of the »USU. 

League. 

It ls .. ..yi* tut be ls prep.red to gl». m . l.tt.r 

.hich »111 ne. be rele.s.d to tbo pres unl.ss be »ebe. e 

stateo.nt to th. .prese, tb.reby neeessltatlh* İte r.l.aee. Ih. 

one and only Interpr.tatlon thst the publle and prese .111 put 

JFuZnit th.t .0 are nesotlntln, .lth hin as the head ot 

the Progressive Coalltlon Farty and as the Chl.f Kim. ter of 

Bangal ani as a .san, sho, not belng content .lth hevlng sterted 

nany haUÜ es Proja Party, Progressive lluslln Oroup, ls no. 

threatening us .lth the establlshnent of an All-Indla Progressive 

Uuslim League. On .hose behalf irili he be negotlatlng .lth «et 

e clear lmpllcatlon ls, on behalf of his pyty^and 

ıereas so far as wa are concerned we can only deal withj^th#o 

matter on the footing of his really repenting his attitude, and 

from this point of viaw we will seie ırhether the decislon of 

erpulsion taken by the Müslim League and the ban imposed upon 

him should not be reconsidered on his ıaaking ali neeessary aaends, 

in the best interest of Muslims of Bengal and India as a «hole. 

With kind regards ^ 

fijhc Yours slncerely 

fajt' -Jk 

Hassan Ispahani Esq v 

5, Camac Street, Calcutta. 

Mr. Fazlul Haq continued his vendetta against the Muslin™ 
Press. He suspended the newspaper Azad for an indefinite p el, ° 
for printing a letter on the injustice done to Muslims in the matter o 
APP appointments published some two and one half nıonths earher. 
I vvrote to the Qaid on December 17, in this connection: 
oi'i he realise at the time that this injustice would gi ye 
League the sledge hammer to smash his head with. We are ^ 
U P a ^ rs t class agitation and shall not rest content until he vvit 
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"dnas, ' T 

’ M * J — hhn 

+ Pw S« 3 ? 

a c hequ e 

Qaici 



hus adm ııs ^— — vuı ««muş. " \ , 

,, r an d tn . C aused by cyclone in Midnap ur 

p terhis homeless. I suggested that he might *J 

Leag . «‘If was a very great rel ief indeed to hear f ro " rote 
*■ ; «, '»S of th e zhth December I pray to God that y^ 

was very anKİous and am anxious even now . j 

t safe ' u f° r ackn0 lim League Fund for the relıef of the sufferers i n 

« he M °* 


J?Uır 




J)idn»P 


ıap ur ' there was again a stir in the parliamentary 

„, Pebruary. id of t he Haq Ministry had become pre- 

?of Bengal- The: P° were making circuitous approaches to 

,d , l„ue to retrıeve lost groun ddetailed infor _ 


-cles 


c,r c and he an-. ripve lost grounu uut ^ — . — 

< ifm Leag ue to re , prvient position. I conveyed detaıled ınfor- 
İ* M “ League to a subsen P ^ February l2> as under: 

><* Unnt the situatıon to the V 

jıation ahu uÇ . 


tion ah° u The first meeting of the Assembly 

ı arp moving önce again. , . j am kept advısed ol 

“Things in Ben g terno0 „.. There is “^"Leen G ur party and the others 

“^‘ts that are taking P İ3 ^ t* r £Q u a „d he has also conveyed 
the negolwt I have read his _ J vou yesterday. I feel 

Karem keepsnıep ■ honic conversatıon J J e 0 ur 

P'ayiug 3 clever Teen on capturing power 
that the old and 1 cre dulous or are y I 7 brought in, baptised 
friends kere are eıther ° y er outsi der should b broug ^ ¥ 

•ss; jk:;, 

ds&'Z&Z*- "■ 1 ’”" s 

the Cooıncil of Ministers. 


IJİC İT1 “ A - 

he narty to a pact that prevents 
Further 1 cannot see How any Leaguer c a j ta tin2 for Pakistan. League 
Müslim Leaguers from speaking, wrıtmg o rpc ; Dr ocal pact so tar as t e 
Ministers may be permitted to enter ır.to a nermitted to choke the 

Menıbers of the Cabinet go but they shou no P ^atsoever. You 

Müslim voice—in no circumstances and un er no p încluded Shaheed 

"ili remember that the first Fazlul Haq Ministry ( w ^r e defied their 

a, ıd others) tried to chcke the observance of Pakistan V’ want no suC h 
dırections and they had not the guts to do anythıng. 

re petiti on . 


* “M I 

p ra V! talk °^ a n °n-controversial special resolution b&ing n r>n.<lTti o nail V 

StT Upon the GoVe r ent ° f Ind ne“ r r^ - 

carvn 0 t r— ^ aı ^hı. We have decided to remaın n ^ ^ a nd the 


Mr T " n§ Upon the Gover 1 nment OI . jtral because 

Gandhı. We have decided to remaın n ’ . n( j the 

% a ma c P , P ° Se ^ an( lhi’s release. Now the Congress (A Tsj aze ıtı the 

Lei( ler 0 f ^ J re canvassing our support by a short speec 1 y ^ t 

>diÜT °Pposition. They say that Nazem may make ^ 

ıfeV s bei "S su PP°« ed because * is c not ° U d ÎT&r 

e ’ of Hindus die as a result of the fast and State 1W 
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QAlO-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 



n vis-iWİs Gandhl and the Party anıl Community he r epr<UçM 
thatour |Hvsit»on >ve c#nno t accept any terms othor t han th * 

~ ^Ue manv rcsolutums and docisums of the All-India Müslim ı. Cao „ S ; 


. ı ı..,fv ot thc snecch if and when i) is ıcadv. ıı n ı 
1 am ANvaiting to rc-u t u »• ‘ draft will lvavc to he placcd hcf,,!* 

1 read it 1 camtot comment upon «t . |oW thc Leacue L, t **> 


1 read ıt l tanaotc^ t J ^ S ] M U n ot allow thc League Party to d w 

tW Party. 1 ^ 1 . the m ajority natıon. Morc oi it l ater 

thc chestnut out oi th ne cessary. 

İshali teleplume \ou dİ consuiu j 



. . •. uu vhoes He sees thc hangman’s noose över his head. 

Old Haq »s quakmg » - , * Who could Kave thought t hat hc and 

ch,n g c » -ddenty ^ K, chanc8 of being pushcd ou. of «Keir 

his gmup W s so firm , fae d lor the duration. Apparuntly, ,he 

guddıes. 1 nL ) ,„„ Mf i luve bv circumstances, been converted 

Ad Hoc Conaress and Shyamapra ad l»«. <- 


Ad Hoc bad could be as bad as ,he pres», 

fromd^ta. otsclfishness, corrup.ion, lack of ini.ia.ive and complc.e trans- 
fer of povver to thc l.C.S.l 


Aoain 1 \vrote hım in this connection on February 15: 


•'I. ons a pleasure .0 Ivıve a fow minu.es .alk vvi.h you över .he .elcphone 
last night. 


In the matter of Mr. Gandhi’s fast, I took the same vıew as you have done 
and told the party that ou. action would be wantonly mtsrepres^nted m 
foreign countries and would react to the detcrıment o our s an 
Sir Naziıııuddin and several others were anxıous to play to the g » 
and Mahasabha gallery. They complied vvith their request lor ver a supp j 
Even at the meeting of the Legislative Party held during the pray er rece , 

I opposed the idea of a speech and finding myseli alone took the ntx ^_P 
. i,e. insistence upon the speech being brief and put down in \vrıtıng. 
rot like the \vording as drafted and declincd to be a party to its accepta ^ 
Again. I was hovrever the only one who dissented. My protest was recor e 
and as a result of it the follovving \vords were added:—‘ As the worl is avsa ’ 

Mr. Gandhi’s politics and ours widely diller and we do not accept is v _ 

ete.’ 1 tricd ali 1 could to get thern to add to the ahove the lollovv.ng ^ 
‘\vhich aims at having an Akhand Hindustan and denies to the Muhlin. ^ 
birthright of self determination’. Their answer was that 1 was stating a ^ 
evident fact and was taking away the grace of a gesture that our assocıatıon 
the motion was supposed to he. 


t 

ı lîpgglV^S 

For your information, Badruddoja, speaking on behalf ol the ' ntll.i' s 
followed the language ol the League and dissociated his party lıonı 
politics.” 


\Ve 


Our position in the legislature was steadily impr°^ m ^ ft he 
made a bid to have our candidate eleeted to the Speakers *P j n ol 
Assembly (the Lower House) and missed it by the narro" 1 , j jn 
twenty three votes in a house of 250. We, höwever, succe ., en t ol' 
getting our candidate Sir Bijoy Prasad Roy eleeted as P reSl 
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fB ° M TB . 0li d accordingU and »dded : 

I informed the Q“ d means of „ adjourn- 
’ j r,nvem^ ent . r ~™>lîcation oı 


1 - '* " r «ou*) ■ *>>' T^flppUcfdö^of 

IL*« < U f,) *e c0nl u P r e demands in the ™ a *"j eUe d and did not 

4^?^. "tCeTin hisW. He ^ the 
<£* rJo - * «hich mav ***' 


*V> C « „„ 

^ t ‘’,° P £uran ce -” deteriorating every dav. » 

* S^ote Sff on SU .3, as 

w- 

ining streu * 

folk * 51 


. w Council flections P ro '^^ c ““^tKe tvhfp that 
„û U r voting ,n 1 voted strıctly m a f C ,,, » s Progressive Coahtion 

£ »•» "lo «o, q al sevLv. could only 

^ issued ( 5eC , « Forvvard Bloc) , re mainıng f° lt ? 

5=S«£- £4= - ^ 

one votcs , ■ _ ^ tr* 


one votes "’ent e , ise be to Allah, 

I .ı în tVıe Le<dslature and p r . , 

w " *?>*£* c-dng up. Todav. « -o-d d» 

£* H S ! IÎ« «£« Jme more “ d - Inshl ' 

strength to' strength. 

W. re »orkmg as a firss d«s team-one for ali and ali for one. 

I ı c ffinn İt tr, sav for the present that Fazlul Haq ıs 

More devclopments later. surelv tiohteningl” 

looking a very worried man-the noose ıs slowly but surelv uga S 

Replymg on March 17 , 1943» t ^ le Q a ^ wrote. Many thanks 
your letters ending with the 13Ü1 March and 1 am \ery grat 
you for keeping me informed as to what is happening. Please continue 
to do so.” 

Mr. Fazlul Haq was now in a repentant mood. He "uanted 
tomehoNv to get back into the Müslim League but \vould not do tbe 
*?,* tKin § in a straight-forward manner. He ^Tote a draft letter 
i COr ^ eSSec ^. t0 ^ r - M.A. jinnah. On the basis of tbe draft a telephonic 
^ l0 °^ P^ ace t> etween Mr. Haq and Mr. jinnah and also 

on ,1 1 er ^ lrza Ahmad Ispahani and Mr. jinnah. The notes taken 
° c casıon are reproduced below: 




The letter start • 1 

‘ n *ke past and S " lt 1An ex P ress ' on of sirıcere regret for ali that has happened 
P r ° v 'ttce whereb^°T ° U t0 Sa ^ t ^ at resign the Premiership cf the 

^ 5 ? >a the Asse^l Pro gressive Coalition Partv and the Progressive 

L ° wi og hiın at nr ; wı " automatically cease to exist. The MussalmanS 
e '^ Ue aad t 0 ioin tu 01 ’ "’ 1 ^’ cours e, have the right to enter the Müslim 

Muslina League Parliamentary Partv and the Müslim 
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League Pju llamentary P»r(y »illelecttts leader, .he presen, leader W J J| 

L» <tfde. He is preparcd «o ab.de by .he decis ion of , he "*»W 
Muslin,'League. The letter ends w>lh kmd regards, yours since"'?*» 


The com 


rersation betken him and Mr. Jinnah took about te n min ute5 , 

** _ l_ L _ — mtnııfnn ı 4-U _ '•î qhr| 


mybrother apoke to Mr. Jinnah for four ndnu.es in .he same regart"’;?' 

ersation and the demand ot Mr. Jinnah may be put d 1 


es sence ot the con' 
as tol’ovvs: 


e 

°wn 


•Mr Fazlul Haq must resign first; action and not \vords and assurances. H 
must apologise for his pas. conduc. m vmtmg and w,thdraw ali alle ga , ions 
and suits pending. Immediately, .he abovc two s.,pulat,ons are complj* 
„id,. the han on him » ili he removed by the Pres,den. o the All-lndia Muslin, 
Leaffîıe. Then Mr. Fazlul Haq vvill be eligible for membership to the Musli m 
Leacnıe and will, as a logical consequence, be admitted to the Musli m 
Leamıe Legislature Party. Of course, those Mussalmans vvho now FoH ow 
Mr ^Fazlul Haq vvill also have the rigbt to join the Muslim League and to enter 
the Parliamentaı v Party. The members of the Parliamcntary Party vvill then 
meet and decide as to vvho shall be thcir leader, subject to the approval 0 f 
Ntr. Jinnah. in other words, the person elected as Leader of the Party i n 
the Legislature, must have the approval of Mr. Jinnah it he has to lead the 

Partv in the Legislature’. 




“In confidence, I vv r as told by him that he cannot, in an\ circumstances, 
barter avvay the position, prestige and honour of the Muslim League and 
that vve in Bengal had not suffered one iota by the Haq-Shyamaprasad Ministry 
and that if more sufferings vvere in store for us it vvould harden and galvanize 
us into a discip'ined political organisation in the province. He also said 
that he could not possibly have Mr. Fazlul Haq as leader of the Muslim 
League in the Legislature—in other vvorcis, as Muslim League Premier- as 
dûs vvould mean the sacrifice of strong principles and lovveı ing cf the prestige 
of the organisation in the eyes of the Muslims and non-Muslims in the province, 
in the country and abroad. 

“P.S. The proposal vvas that if Mr. Jinnah accepted the letter as satisiactory, 
then the letter vvould be handed över to Mr. Ispahani for safe custody 
and Mr. Jinnah vvould issue a statement from Delhi lifting the ban 
and Mı. Fazlul Haq vvould simultanelusly resign his Premiership. 
If this proposal vvas not acceptable, any reasonable modification, such 
as resignation first and lifting of the ban immediately aftervvards, 
vvould be accepted by Mr. Fazlul Haq. 


‘The persons present vvhen the. conversation took place vvere Mr. M^nzur 
Murshed, Mr. A. R. Siddiqi, Khan Bahadur Mohamed Ali, nıv hrot er 
and I." 

■ ^jıp 

Frantic efforts to pave the way for Mr. Haq’s re-entry i nt0 
Muslim League continued. I talked to the Qaid on the teleph° ne 
March 18, and wrote to him two days later, as follo\vs: 

Some of us had met at Nazem’s place this morning to discuss our h * 1 
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, r pRO-vı 

-w,. „ , t ^ C Mah boob Morshed,* eme and 

ağ *hen 'd* P ct " CP to take Mr. Fazlul Ha<, baclc in the 

mT ıei» is,3tl ', ,.,1-stirring a PP L \Ve clearly told him that any 

I , k m t* ana .01.1 . 1Vom disgrace. W ele . f he - s electe d 

" : I,.- -“îj> „e could • —>£*» C h" uncie and «o ask 

>S'"-'* d r c g' -- '; lc haS , C hrot îümself a, «he foe« of «he 

L»r ( vV ıJ aot lıe o ._ n ıı v and to tn ^ r Hnn on his 



>•>. - '“t gi'en. He has ££df a. «he fee. of «he 

• 11 .İd no» “! 0 g n ditionally "» d ' aa d trials «his aetion on h,s 

;r dıs « imegri,y m 


Let us ^- .reord wıth your # 

■ in i anı in complete discipline, integrıty and 

r ;■£«£== 

rtstij?' ‘ - J rurtarn 


A 11 . . „ __ d nlacine certain matters before 

♦hat by telephonıng a P accept the proposal, 

fca. not my ^ ^ ^ 




ııt 


İP. fnld of tn® m c II 

- - -—- M “ h - “ 


The ^ a,v * o 

\ , 1 pttcı* of the 2oth March and I am very much rel.eved 

,. hn1 inreceıptof)our that you a re in complete accord wıth 

tonote that y° u ’ at 1 I en ’ Jgarding Mr. Fazlul H aq. We have not 
ihe stand that av k## P T ^ ere are some people who are talkıng 
ve , göne throug g . ificance G f the move on the part of our opponer.ts 
wit hout reahsmg g wiU not only dest roy the discipline, prestıge 

j a*Ju o.*-**»» bu« y our «t» «n st ^ ddiscredited 

“ of «very thinking man in the country, and «he «vorld abroad. 


w — y 

• We Kave not really suflered yet, nor have we made any sacrifices, and 
cannot barter away the name and prestige of the Müslim Indıa by entermg ınto 
anv conıpromise vvhich amounts to surrender directly or indirectly. 


On March 23, the Haq Ministry narrowly escaped defeat by a 
niârgin of one vote in the Council. The next day it was challenged in 
Assembly. We mustered eighty six votes in the öpen voting, the 
Ministry surviving by thirty six votes only. In the bye-eleetion to six 
*jltsin the Council vve won çent per çent. This was a great boost to 
«morale of the Müslim Leaguers and a shattering blow to Mr. Haq 
f hls men. I vvrote to the Qaid o n March 26, as under: 


^nks. Four M İn , and ^ emora h sa tion is showing itself clearly in Fazlul Haq’s 
issued a state " c,oss the lloor this afternoon. Three of these 
toa |gh. Inshallalı Rt ^ C | are ex P ect *n.g another two to come över by 
SU S opposite °: r 7 ° Und ? f havin g the majority of the Müslim M.L. A.’s 


- 


°Pposite us’ Z\r nm 0<İ * Uvin g fhe majority of the Musıım M.L. A. s 

sooa he healed. We shall have on our side the 








Edkt C: *** Jnsticc, East Pakistan. 

rance in May, 1940 when France surrendercd to 
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tiîb armcii/u» 


\ r 


M.I.Imm.I. Morslu-cl* cameand 

h«n W* I" ' 111 P. V j e M,-, l ,v/. 1 ul 1 1 u | hack in thc 
„ appeal to «* , .| w t any 

slecteci 
m such 
to ask 
of t He 


<V* Jcr wh.««vcr ; ““ him to respond to his 

£ Uf lu :,:"lr«r stand. I« is conai^ 

^ 1 * # ’ l# - «« Mk« II dlscipline, iotegrity and 

icheSf ^ J v oosit i< 

*T*' 1 OlM' I . 


Ntu 


t o be 


ıuaintained. 


I un m coni| 

„ pl „..ion t hat oıto t'-' 1 ' 

•O* ‘"In.l'adia Orgauisation arc 

Srttec of 111 . , lacin p certain matters before 

Wf K yon that h y telcplıonmg^ l ^ accep t the pro posal, 

" , t- not rny i l-c Mr. Fazlul Ha, back 


t I 


lfl 


f ” ' eed vvith me and wrote on March 24, as follows: 

he Qaid agreed 


r 1 >tter of the 2oth March and I am very much relieved 
•’lam inreceipf ot V° ur L t h at you a re in complete accord wıth 

a, not. Utat yotl. at anv^. . ^ ^ Mr Fallu l H .q. W. havet not 

the stand th.ıt P TÎtere are some people ıvho are talkıng 

«t g™ e J f°“ sh th( , sipnıficance of the move on the part of oor opponer.ts 
»idtout mİ«fg thf - S will not only destroy t he discipline, prestige 

“dSinlf*e AU-hdia organisation but your party vvillstand discredited 
^kâ eve of every thinking man in the country, and the tvorld abroad. 

m 


ın 


We have not reallv sufFered yet, nor have we made any sacnfices, and w e 
caıuıot barter away the name and prestige of the Müslim India by entermg mto 
any compromise which amounts to surrender directly or indirectly. 


On March 23, the Haq Ministry narrowly escaped defeat by a 
Diırgin of one vote in the Council. The next day it was challenged in 
theAssembly. We mustered eighty six votes in the öpen voting, the 
«inistrv surviving by thirty six votes only. In the bye-election to six 
^tsin the Council we vvon çent per çent. This was a great boost to 

and l? 0ra k ^ ^ us ^ m Leaguers and a shattering blow to Mr. Haq 
men - 1 wr °te to the Qaid on March 26, as under: 


<< 


rot has 


«da. °Foui^m in aR(I demoralisation is shotving itself clearly in Fazlul Hao's 
l* ve issued a stat. mS W ' cross ( he floor this afternoon. Three of these 
Nehl. Inshallah are expecting another two to come över by 

»pposite us ' °“ r ' vou hd Of having the majority of the Müslim M.L.A.’s 
, * Soon healed. We shall have on our side the 


ÎHoob 


M °r.he.| .. 


ce, East Pakistan, * - 

ce m May, 1940 when France suırendered to 
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matoıitv of the Muslitns in the Assembly. We Kave borne the na - 
Alu l KumilİAtion wıth lort imde lor sixtecn months. Fazlul Ha q looks’ ’***** 
wf miverv. not be surprised if the Ministry falls sooner tha n anr ' 

İt and wKen it does fail, you must leave for Calcutta without delay 
dvo time for you to be here and to lay dovvn the law. The foundatir Utis 
tv eleîuv and strong; otherwise, the house will not stand l on g. 
uonv oot eontrol över Bengal which you could not daim before the Fall’^f 
'league Ministry’ in Decembtr 194 1 * This eontrol must be maintai^ 


at ali cost. 


» » 


The Qaid-e-Az,ım was naturally pleased with the devel 
and hc \vrote to m e on March 29: 



°pment$ 


d t hat the policy we have adopted is bound to triumph in the 
loıv- .uıı. f/e have to go through the fire and sulTer a bit. You will cotne 
iıuo to yo ur o\vn not by the back door but with honour and fully vindicati 
the prestige ot the League. 


"You w ili find 
long run. W 


ing 


"1 am glad that you are ali vvorking as a team and that is the only way to a quick 

^ e 

» > 


success. 


f 

The day of reekoning arrived at last. On March 29, the Haq 
Ministry resigned. I wired to the Qaid: 


"Fazlul Haq Cabinet resigned. Assembly adjourned for a fortnight. 
Personal opinion you should come here immediately. ,, 


^ The Caste Hindu clique led by Shyama Prasad Mukerjee was 
n*Jdng desperate efforts to keep ali Hindu parties and, if possible, 
individuals away from co-operatina with the Müslim League in the 
formation of a Ministry. While we were trying to secure co-operatıon 
from non-Muslim groups we had definitely made up our minds not to 
yield to threats but to face every situation that might be created by 
Hindu intransigence. The strength of the Müslim League Party andıts 
supporters had risen to 104 and the moment its leader was commis 
sioned to form the Ministry it was certain to claim a strength ° 
12^ members. The leader of the Opposition Sir Nazimuddin sbou 
have been commissioned straightaway to form the Cabinet but 
Governor only asked him to investigate and report on the chances 
the lormation of a broad-based Ministry in the province. I 
the Qaid that this was a novel procedure and ex pressed apprehetf^ 
that Delhi was putting pressure on the Governor. Qaid-e-Azam 
reply dated April 3, stated categorically: “Sir Nazinıuddin .^ t0 
Muslini League Party should not accept any other position or 
any trap but insist on the first condition that Sir Nazinıuddin, ^ ^ 


to 


leader of the Müslim League Party, should be called to 


form 


that 


the 


Ministry and not accept wlıat I have read in the newspapers ^ 
Governor has requested hini to explore the situation as a rep 
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F „rE FROM T HE ARMCHAIR 
ö jj>ı ^ eaG 

M i >vas able to inform the Qajcl that negotiations 

_il 8 » proeressmg satisfactorily, the Bose group was 
d uS the Muslini League, the Krishak Proja were 

« a_. nf fhf 3 Müslim T pnrrnp ~_ 



^ and 'the strength of the Muslini League Party alone 

• _L 4 ~W t fivP . 




ü^'Cioin us 

“P t0 


eighty 


4 

!' 


50 * S °of the part 


od But the papers were again full of reports concern- 
the part of the Müslim League Parliamentary Party 




“efforts on re p ort on the chances of forming of a broad- 

S er t0 lt>Ve J? n t in the Province.” Sir Nazimuddin went to see 


d ^° ven ^MU, 1 irJriee and Kiran Slıanker Roy. This role appeared 


I 


b* ed Prasad Mukerjee a- 

rL,rania the dignity of the League. It was criticised in an 

f 1 7 • _ _ 1 A -Mil -w T rv ı « r /• I ^ I ^ 4 - 1 . __ f ___ o • 


^^roeatoıy to uıc ^ö“*v 7— —0— -- «n 

to uS . n 6 the ^ar of India of April 10. 1 received a letter from Sir 

e ^ t0rlâ ddin conıplaining against the editorial to vvhich I replied as 

F “Thepolicy of the Star is vvedded neither to the Parliamen- 

; ° °p artv nor to the Provincial Muslini League. It has been consistently 

û to the programmc and policy of the Ali-India Muslini League. 

j ^ absolutely certain that it could not have been the intention of 

the ıvriter to wound your feelings for you are respected even by those 

w J,o do not see eye to eye withyou on occasions. ’ ’ Sir Nazimuddin again 

[ wrote to me on the subject. In my reply dated April 11, I stated : “A 

ne\vspaper if it is to conımand respect even in our o\vn inner circle 

must retain its independence and must reserve to itself the right to 

pull up any individual leader or group of persons if they glarinolv do 

f »rfS th f İs , like '>' r t0 Jnjure the prestige or to go contrary to the 

|ree that there should be the largest measL of co-op^atL beZee ’ 

'îf ,he dr 

IV Provincial d ’ VVT'" * hundred per 

tee Pwithi n the strict bounds of tL Ali ^ lame ı ntar y organisations 

* * oSlÛ;” ' 


; h 

[ 


fa his 


ıt 


W dated A P ril 9. the Qaid wrote to 


I Mln y thanb for 

1 Cfe Sir Na z>muddin!L e L? f , thc y th * 1 fa ave also received a detailed 


me 


, r , r Naziı^t , , ^ * have also 

»< ftl'İ 1 ! With him on thNi^'T. 1 * who1 


COltttnit Vöur,T W,th him on the ‘n]'‘ 1JULl,Il ? Cae whoJe position for me 

- any C™ ^ I hope yot/people will noi 

^ »•••• 5t of "'e Le a!!U e as Wl1 ' S° »g^nst the fundamental 


^ : r yoürselftn ne League as a n • r ö s Inst the fundanıental 
£* for *UaVrd ,or . mini »;y; *«*% do not 

^ ihat l f P ZT f h \ MUS,im t-eague 
e iS°ur Pu iı donıi nant n 0 siı ,v • 1 whm the League vvas 

I C a go. a copy of P t j , m [ ,te P'' ev i o us nıinistry. I am 

^ thc re PÎy tKat I sent to Mr. Suhravvardy 




■ 



1 
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“As t o my coming 11> Bengal, il'yon ali rcolly tlvink that I can K r .-"t* - 
I shall have ııo hcsitalion iıı coming. But in the first instance, sjA? ^ ÜSe . 
nıust hc commissioned to form the Ministry. ’ ^'^uddi^ . 

“Thank you for ali ıltc information.^Please do keep me i n touch »* 'S 

At loııg lası Sil* Nazimuddin was commissioned to f 0 
Ministry on April 13. But the way the leaders of the Party set ab^ 
constructing the Ministry caused grave apprehension in the mind s 0llt 
the Müslim Leaguers whose object was not merely to see a Min' S ° 
formed but to get the Müslim League strengthened and placed o 
clean and strong foundation. I accordingly wrote to the Qaid-e-Aza * 
on April 1 g: 

‘ ‘ Dirty vvork seems to have begun even before the assumption of power. God 
alone knows what is in store for us when our friends constitute the Ministry 
aud run the administration of the province. Of one thing I anı certain, and 
as certain as I am living today, that is we shall do everything in our 
power to smash cotrie rule, to smash intrigues and to do aYvay Yvith 
ali the shortcomings and defects that cumulatively were responsible 
lor the fail of the last Ministry and the landslide that our Müslim League Parlia- 
mentary ranks Yvitııessed at the end of 1941. If the Cabinet is formed on 
the basis of a clique rule and on the evil principle that o~ıce a Minister, 
aİYY r ays a Minister and if the Cabinet does not contain younger, healthier and 
4 cleaner blood I teli you, Sir, that it yvİİI fail Yvithin six months. İt Yvill be 
fatal to alloYv it to exist. Houses Yvill have to be broken and rebuilt until 
”, a smart and sanitary structure is finally put up. It is on these grounds and it 
W is for this reason that I have been repeatedly advocatins; the necessity for 
mr your being on the spot and taking an active interest in the parliamentary 
alfairs of the province on the eve of the announcement of the personnel ot 
the Ministry. I feel that the saıııe old gang minus Fazlul Haq Yvill come in and 
the sarne old gang will rule in the same old Yvay. . .. 

“The Parliamentary Party meets on Sunday and possibly it is there that the 
personnel of the Ministry Yvill be discussed and I tear trouble either on 
that day or not very many days after the Ministry assumes charge. I hope 
you have made it clear to Nazimuddin that before he finally submits the 
names of his colleagues to the Governor he should advise you who they are. 
Neither Nazimuddin, nor Shaheed nor Shahabuddin will Yvelcome your 
aresence here, because it wiil not süit them. They yvİİI not have a free 
band that they are planning to have.... I consider it my bounden, and 
almost sacred, duty to place before you facts, Yvithout any prejudice or 
colouring, as 1 see them here so that you may act as you think best for the 
good of the Muslims of this province.” 

The Qaid’s letter dated April 1 g which crossed mine sa ‘^ 
“In the present circumstances I will prefer that Sir Nazimuddin al 
you people there should settle the personnel of the Ministry and I 
you will do it in a manner vvhich will be rnost creditable t0 ^ 
Party, the Bengal Muslims and Muslini India as a vvhole. But il m eıe 
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iflıculty 


difficulty or tlıere i s ^o THt 

, reference to „ me - 1 Aerefore t u> 1 *«n a sk s . * ö . 

. „ it really necesşary. w ^ th* , ^ 

ctrnfag the P ara S ra P h th « a Ppeared 7*** *o the"°' 8° «o 
it ,vhen yon »re ali i„ Delhi; but ??* St °'°S L>«'? c""* 

1 — wil j in f 

** .uc? °te: -oSr s . - 


vhen you are ali in Delhi ; buV î i” 1 * Star °f Yn?*^^?*** 
Limon will not in any ıvay come i„ *«> au^. 

Janı » you ali have done so far and ıvith, uc t y °\ y°ur of 

e vvitnessmg yourself. Uch spl endid res ^ ln g as a 

s as you 


After the formation ol the Ministry by S' x 
Lre animated scenes in the Assembly. The opp OS i^ İD ' uddi " there 
ut we were stronger. The Food debate took thr , w “ str on g 
»eakers participating. The voting shovved ouı- strenoth rî ' Vi ' h fift y 
Government vvas supported by 134 nıenıbers fsevenn.'. ? oaliö on 

«*« Caste Hindus, twenty one Scheduled Caste, tıvLtv ,h Mu *i ims > 
peans, tluee Anglo-Indians, one Indian Christian, one HiUman) 


Realising the seriousness of the food situation in Benoal I 
to the Qaid: “The Muslini League is jubilant, but joy vvifhout'ıvork 
will not do. The province is passing through a food crisis and everv 
tfforı is bcing nıade by ali vvho lıold the League cause dear, to do every- 
thing possible to alleviate the distress and to inıprove the situation 
Improvement \vill be blessed not oııly by the Mussalnıans but enmlli 

bv the Hindus.” * ^ 

# 


ün August 28, 1943, i received from the Qaid-e-Azam a cheaue 
lor Rs. Çyoooj- donated by Botawala Charities to be utilised for the 
purposeûf giving relief to Müslim sufferers in Bengal. I deposited the 
in the account of the Muslini Chanıber of Commerce Relief 

"’lNd'^in.t A■P. r ° pa Ş anda offensi ™ based on falsehoods 
“*»• i ıvrote to the ,? e Mm ' str 7 Shyanıa Prasad Mukerjee and his 

the Qaıd on this subject on September 8, as follows: 

Ms|PP a ganda and irH 7 

f 'dC]- W| ' ea Shvama PnVY^ ı''Y° COnıe wıt hin the programme of the 
MusS Mus,i m LeL e wo,Y ^ ^ ? Cngal ’ he extradi ted, imprisoned and 
W f or ei ^ Ue P a pers vveresusn 6 ^! Y stu< ^ ents the flimsiest grounds. 

Y° n 41 Y 311 this persecuY ^ ° n , the SmalIe ! f P retext - Our Johnnies 

i ? ffeı tee 0 f f a Scc tion 0 f t ^ e p ° n anrl prosecution and hesitate to take 

“ ^['“ftomnHMm.tirrf P ? Sad f ° r the Ve ' 7 SerİOUS 

* tik * W e ar p 0 ^mrûst s în t-u n * ^ 01 drowning truth in lies and 

<: l,m CV î* C3 s„d e , r vince - 0ur have no. 

^ C ° m ^itte e aS SU ^ ere d a seri ^ V rca ^ ,se t *' lat power has göne and 
I | ' t0 wd f"°“' Set ' l>ack ' h is necessary for the 

)°u to put matters riglıt in Bengal 
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QMD-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 



You wcnt to the aid of ali provinces, the latest 
before conditions worscn. come here also and set our house ia 

beinoSind; it islor you, Sır, top * 

order.” 


. ı „ rplicf work in Bengal and in thıs conneetion 

Wc concentrated on ° f 0 Uows: 

l reported to the Qaid on September , 

* , w ı ?_ nL 


w m ^ —- 

• f rm \tion regarding the Müslim Chamber’s Rclief 
“I feel 1 owe you some mİ om ^ a „d I am glad to advise you that 

Fund. The work is progrcssıng I , b J ween thirty four to thirty six free 

within the next eight days we s ıa of Bcnga l. We have decided not 

kitehens throughout the Icngth an Calcutta. We hope ‘o 

to öpen any mor. Mtch» » «'« once daily. The task 

be in a position to feed 20,000 4 » , am g i a d to say that money 

undertaken is gigantic and rcf l u,rc " ^ from laccs as far as Kohat. Müslim 

is Corning in daily from ali överin • * Müslim orphans. 

Orphanagcs outside Bengal hav. volunt..r.d “ “rh has alr.ady sent in 

School boys ar. collec.ing funds and on. school Azan g 
four instalments of fifty rup.es «eh. Th.s .s m g 



am countering Muk.rje.'. mov. for 

sharply and promp.ly by arrangmg feed an d üducaî. 

and the Müslim Orphanage of Dacca o rcc , COIl ditions that are 

children rendered homeless and parentless ovvıng to the condıtıon 

svvccping över our unfortunate provınce today. 


“1 hav. mad. ad.quat. financial arrang.m.nts for the maınt.nancof he 
children in the orphanagcs m.ntion.d above. I exp.C our cash funds 
to reach two lacs of rupees mark within the ncxt few days. 


“1 have asked the Punjab and Sind to send us their hc'p in food graıns, 
particularly rice instead ol cash. I have asked Sır Azızul Haque 
receiving nearly Rs. 40,000/-, to send down, as arrangec wıt ım a ’ 

rice purehased in the Punjab as cheaply as possible, for account of the 

Chamber of Commerce.” 


“ We are giving İree lood and Iree milk to babies irrespeetive of relig' 


or 


caste. 


“We aıc grateful to you for your bicssings and for the trouble you are taking 
in forvvarding cheques and monics receivcd by you lor Bengal. 

'ü 

Attempts to dislodge the Nazimuddin Ministry continued ^ ^ 
warded off the attacks. I reported to the Qaid on March 10 » I944-» 
follows: 


t( 


The kite-flying and propaganda in the non-Muslim press and on the ^ j e( j in 


. ' 


il 



in regard to the dwindling majority of the present Ministry has ali en ® 
smoke, The last division has taken the wind out of the sails of the Opp° s V Rcn 
Both Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee and Fazlul Haq looked very creşt 
on that day. The Government has a very safe majority and unless > 
something seriously wrong or complctcly eloses its eyes to the machina 
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us' 11 " ‘»E Mass es 

:,| 0 n, *i<Kou« uking ->««*, y coumer strps . 

*r '< us to «orry. P > f «> .h, 

„>« . ^ 

•tion berime a bulc aimcult a \veek latcr but r 

T ^ sc a-hed. On March .8, 1 informed the Qaid 

l) " H , «O things bcgan to look troublesomc in the Assembly b«.use 
.‘thr^ - & Co. with Mahasabha money bags w e re very aetive. The 
F»' u * ^ c j iV s ago gavc a majonty to Government or seveı.teen votw 
Vision lhl T' bcın j n t o sho>v a demoralising effect. Government, however, 

4 nd « his h ‘ K ' tf cr 0 f it, \vorked night and day most actively, and put in a very 
.j*veT)’ nH ’ m . w The House adjoumed at 9.30 p.m. and the vote 
shoW la l s _ ninetv five for Onnrvsirirm 


an 


MOO s ' 10 "' 3 ! Government against ninety five for Opposition. Some 
showed i U 1 t retU rned to”Calcutta and others are lying ili in Calcutta. 
•ncmbcTS T \ . . *w»r^cçîfv fnr hrinaina them to the Assp.mKlv 


nıcnx bers have ^ ^ neC essity for bringing them to the Assembly 

J hav. had ,wo very exci,ing day,” 


on ^ rc 


Atout this time the Qaid-e-Azam was busy tackling the situation 
inthe Lab created by the double-faced policy of the Unionists led 
l Mjik Khizr Hayat Tutana. I wrote to the Qaıd on Aprıl 1 2: 


ti 


1 am indeed very happy to note the developments m the Punjab. 
Chhoturam, Manoharlal and Baldeo Singh have too much mlluence on Tıwana 
and it seems to me that he too will take the line ofleast resistance as dıd A.K. 
Faılul Haq and betray the League in order to keep himself in ofiıce. Ouı 
stand in dut case is patent. W e shall have to do in the Punjab what we did 
in Bengal and, with a band of sincere and aetive young men at the disposal 
o! the League in the Punjab, I think that quicker and earlier results can be 
achievîd in that province than we \vere able to in ours. \Vhether the 
League continues to be the Government or goes into opposition, matters 
little. \Ve cannot continue to have our friends playing a double game ali 
dte time. They must make their choice.” 


f 




Qaid^ ter k rea kdown of the talks with Khizr Hayat Khan, the 
^kot ttei rf e< ^ ^ un ] a ^ Provincial Müslim League Conference at 
halter ^° m t ^ lere he proceeded to Kashmir for a holiday the 
ff'e °n May 0 ' Cn -^ ars st renuous work. Froııı Srinagar he wrote to 
^ tvıade q°’ re gard to the Punjab, I think the situation has 

I to Us to org ir J e C f ar ^e * ssue has been crystallised. İt is no w up 
ln Vjah M 1Se r or °ughly and most efificiently the Muslini League 


Mt 


'J 

h? 


er the p, 


T 

ı 

.1». 


V*' 

V ,‘Jİ 


^usli^ Tç ’ ^ lere ' v ^re reports of trouble bet\veen t\vo 
t0v Vi a i'^ atu llah ^ headed by the Prenıier Sir Ghulam 




Fi 

.»• ıf 
l* * 


b^5 r Wr.,ı^ Us ^ n a Leaa,, ^ r * Syed, President ol the Sind 


*e 






^ Phhu' n Sin <l Müsp e ,^ ac ^ g rou p was manoeuvring to get tlıe 
g a ttiotion' 1 r eagUe P oIitics - G - M- Syed was reported 

no-confidence against the Hidayatullah 
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Ministry. Qaid-e-Azam sent for both Hidayatullah and G.M. Syed 
after prolonged discussions with them, issued â statement on Ia m , a “ 

1 . c ı . ı ı _ fhp nosıtıoıı as Linçler- 






arter proıongeu uı^t-ı^—. . % 

7> 19+î in which he clarified the posıt.on as under: 

• * ■* • •* ’ 


*r * 



ı 


t 




ı As regards the Müslim Leagııe Party m the Sind Assembly 
Sir Ghulam Husain is the leader and so long as he enjoys the confiden* 
of the Party, he can, and it is his respons.b.lıty to^ choose his Mus l im 
colleagues in the Ministry in such a manner as he raay think p roper 
and this position of Sir Ghulam Husain was recogmsed by ali who 

preseht at the Delhi meeting. 




were 


2. That the Muslim Leagııe Party cannot enteı into any coalition 
with any group in the Assembly unless the ternıs and conditions of 
such a proposed coalition are approved of by the Central Parhamentary 

Board. 


Wheu the dispute betvveen Hidayatullah and G.M. Syed could 
not be resolved and its continuance became detrimental to the overall 
interests of Muslim India, Mr. Jinnah sent for Syed at Bombay and, 
after a three-day talk with him, issued an appeal to both parties for 
compromise and greater co-operation in the Provincial Muslim 
League But the squabble continued. Charges and counter-charges 


were flung with great abandon. On February 24, I94f>the Hidayatullah 
Ministry was defeated by 2 Ç votes against 19 on an item of the budget 


¥• because' Syed’s group in the Muslim League Party voted against the 
Ministry. There was fight stili left in the Chief Minister. Havmg been 
alloaved time by the Govemor to re-group his forces, Hidayatullah 
went ahead in his search for freslı support. He picked Hajı Moula Bux 
(a non-Leaguer) as an additional Minister because this brought hım 
much-needed support, although it came trom the so-called Nationa b 
M uslims’. This step clearly tvas a contravention of one of the tun a- 
mental principles of Muslini League policy. When I hear o ^ 
developments 1 \vrote to the Qaid-e-Azam on Febrtıaıy 27, i 94 f 

under: 


The 














“Sind has tıırned out to be a festering sore of the Muslim Lcague^^^ 
antics, the abuses, the statements and counter-statements ar.d t ıe ^ 

of dirty linen in public, I anı sure, have disgusted every ^ USS ,?. 1 ^ nS ider 
Today’s neavspapers, ho>wever, carry news ıvhich every Leaguer w ^ 

to be absolutely the limit. Sir Ghulam Husain in his anxietv t0 ^ oU ted 
or to keep his Ministry in office, has overstepped the mark, hle ,' a j axa ble 
one of the fundamentals of our crecd—he has broken one of oui ^ jj V j<lıi‘d 




laws—naıvıely that of coalescing with aııother non-League Muslim 1 ^- n j s ıry ; 

~ * lil*) " 





and party—to get the majority necessary for keepıng 





in office.“ 
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jk. .j. e .Azam the programme and policy or tlıe Müslim 

i f o ^ .* important than the continuance of a Ministry. He 
M ,, e W ere n j°f L r of the Ministı-y and imposition of Govcrnor’g 
Wld P rC ^ er • el o to the sacrifice of the principles ol the Müslim 
Kun der SeCt, °He was ıınhappy about the whole episode. Hidaya- 
Eague P 0İİCy 'j reW a sharp reprimand from the Qaid vvho sent the 

tul |ah ’ s aCt '|egram to him on March 2 : 

l' 0 ||o" 

n d March. Serious mistakc having inclucled Moula Bux 
«Yourteleg raro S ®^ jthoUt his j 0 i n i n g League, impossible accept tlıis position 
j„Leag ue Mm,St,y e r ectify tlıis violation breaking our fundamcntal principle 
stop. Only Ç cu « to you that Moula Bux must join Le.ıgue iınmediately 
w hich so we out $to p Lea auc honour and principles cannot bc bartcred 

0 r ebe he nıust s ^ n|net three any 0 t her consequeııces anı ıııost reluctanr 

‘^nrmv'curaordhury pcvvers hopinş you wi I loyally s.and by me „ 
exel cise nıy ^ ^ cany out my advice ımmedutely. Wıre reply. 
y 0 u have so 


The above-quoted telegram was followcd by a letter to Hidaya- 
İlah the same day to ensure that the message was correctly receıved. 


K If Hidayatullah’s action vvas \vrong, Syed’s antics in getting the 
Ministry of his o\vn party defeated vvas equally condemnable. In reply 
to Syed’s telegram of February 27, seekıng advice and instructions, 
the Qaid telegraphed him on February 2S: 


“Your telegranıs of the 24th and 27th Regret to say that on your own 
admission, you have adopted unconstitutional metlıocls ha\ e lent v oıırst li to un- 
vvorthy intrigues, playing into the lıands ol eneıııies, have let dovvn youı 
leader and party to whiclı y'ou belonged, thercby you have alrcady damaged 
our cause and the prestige of the Muslini Leagııe, you have precipitated a 
crisis have brokcn party discipline, caused a split, slıaken tlıe solidaritv of 
Sind Muslinıs notıvithstanding your assurance to 111e at tlıe conclusion ol 
our Bombay talks and against nıy advice. You have ignored the conımittee of 
action the Central Parliaınentary Board, the League machinery, the constitu- 
t*on, the rules and regulations, through and by nıeans ot vvhich you could have 
secııred ful] redrcss ol any just grievance, but, instead, you have vvrongly 
resorted to methods ıvlıiclı ave caiculated to undermine the basic structure 
® tle League organizalion, its aims and objects. This course of action on 

Musî'^ art ' S iınproper, detriıııental to Muslini interests and to the 

01 League, it is lutile to give advice and instructions any more.” 


to the 


fritingto M nıean ^ me > Hidayatullah had committed himself in 
knit the ° Uİ , a ^ UX an< ^ assure d him that even if Mr. Jinnah did not 
sta Mhyhim COa 1 ' tİ0n w ^h a non-Muslinı Leagııe Müslim, he would 
011 ^1 blast*^ ^ arry 011 ^ le co ^lition. Bııt vvhen the heat vvas turned 
Ap İtions they h°, Hi % at uhah and G.M. Syed receded from the 
ç Cn . ^en up. In a telegraphic reply to Navvabzada Liaqat 
|-| a ^ ecı 'etary of the All-India Müslim League, Syed said : 
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QA1D-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 


“Your telegram shall carry out loyallv your direction stop ha ve • 
assüredi Sir Ghulam Husain complete support.” On his par t, 
tullah reraoved Moula Bux from his Cabinet. Thıs give-in by flii 

sides restored peace in the Sind Müslim League for the ti me b ein h 

1 

Then, as it usually happens at the time of distribution of l oav 
and fishes, on the question ol nominatıon of Müslim League candidates 
for the General Elections \vhich were to be held on January 21, l946 
the Ministerial group and Syed’s group fell out and the Provinciaİ 
Parliamentary Board failedto perform its task. The Central Parliamen- 
tary Board stepped in and proceeded to select League candidates for 
contesting elections to the Sind Assembly. Syed and his group, though 
thev -svere stili in the Müslim League did not abide by the Central 
Parliamentary Board's decisions and put up their own candidates, thus 
committing a flagrant breachof discipline, for \vhich they 'vere expelled 
from the organisation by the Committee of Action presided över by 
Nawab Mohammed İsmail Khan. Eventually, the Müslim League won 
28 seats and other Muslims 7 seats. 


Hidavatullah, as leader of the Müslim League Party in the newly 
elected Assembly, formed the Ministry. It had an overall majority of 
onlv one vote. Syed, with his three followers, in collaboration with 
^ Hindu members of the Assembly, worked ceaselessly to undermıne 
mL e position of the Ministry. One Müslim League member having 
Jefected, both sides—the Ministerial Party and the Opposıtıon— 
became equal in strength. Parliamentary Government having been 

/ rendered impossible, the Governor dissolved the Assembly and 
Çppointed a care-taker Government headed by Hidayatullah to carry 
W onuntil fresh general elections which were ordered to beheld m 
December 1946. These elections resulted in çent per çent victorv or 
the Müslim League in the thirty five Muslini constituencies. It enabled 
the League to form a stable Ministry with Hidayatullah as the Chie 
Minister.* Thus by his firm stand on principle, the Qaid önce agaın 
saved the honour and maintained the prestige of the Müslim Leagueat 
a critical stage vvhich among other factors, paved the vvay for 1 
emergence of Pakistan. 

Qaid-e-Azam was taken ili in March, 194 s, and the all ^ U at 
session of the League scheduled to be held during that 
Lahore had to be postponed. I wrote to him on March 1 2,: 
do not worry about the affairs of Sind, UP or anyvvhere else. 


♦The Qaid-e-A7aırı who \vas in England at the time was naturally delighted to 
news by cable (details elsevvhere in the book). 


receive ^ xe 
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ı.te rest unlil you are one hundred 

* eL --j m ;*v vnn K« G«-_ı 
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> b 'Stiny 


r; t y0U and may you be fit and strone tnV*"* r * J» 

■Linv ı° r ver y man y y eaı ' s moreb navi g«« n ■, 



s lini ' “Pdf^ 

M fTAi-ds the aflairs ın Ben s al » 1 re ported to the o •» 

^Thf Assembly here is sitting from da y to day ^ 

1 fiavenotmet wıth any success in challennino ,u ar -*<= 
0 PP° coTernment. As is their established practice, thcy^^f 

»f the ! dreadf«> language and level the v.lest and most irresnon 2 ? 
dai'y- uS painst the Government, protecting themselves „i t h JT 
tVf f parliamentary privilege. I do not think any legislatu * 

7hassunkhalfaslowasours.’ > 


re in 


, our ^ter this letteı* was vvritten, there was a snap division 

10 aaUlv which took the Government benches unawares with 
in the AssemDi) w» ___ lf _ __ ^_ 


it that the vote \vent against them. If supporters of Gövem- 

0 | C ^ a P 11 a i_l_ A- 1 f M a-v a—* r 1 4* i m. m ■ V «al »1 <« »i. — * 1 


thC T, heen present in full strength, the Opposition would certainly 
f^been defeated. I reported the situation to the Qaid on Aprii 24, 

as follows. 






... w committed many mistakes of judgment in my life but the biggest 
blunder of ali vvas that contained in my letter «niten to you on March y an 
b h l“ before the unevpected snap division was called ,n the Leg.slanve 
Assenıbly The fact is that I was lulled into a posıtıon ol absolute secuı ıty by 
the repom «hat I received from the Whips and promment memberso the 
Partv from time to time. The Party wcre caught nappmg. They were 
diddled very cleverly by the Opposition. The Government eapected, 
as usual, a very strong opposition to the Dcmand tor ıvı U PP ^ 

the Home and Poliçe Dcmand. They decided to muster the.r full strength 

when Government least suspected the attack, name y, tâ t e ag n 
Budget Session and they sclected Agriculture, a Demand to \v ove 

did not expect any opposition from any cjuarter. T e opposıt^o 
calculated that in vie W of the approaching Easter Holidays some M.L_A. s 
particularly the Europeans, would go away a couple of day s e ore t * 
Holidays commencec to enioy a slightly longer holiday. Sonıe o ou 
Mus hm members went away. The stage was in the meantime, preparc 
rea( ty. Money had passed from the Marwaries to certain purc asea 
Çonınıoditıes through the medium of the leaders of the opposition S roa P 
onl y « 2- 3 o in the afternoon of the snap division that Government 
'P s and Ministcrs realised that eighteen persons headed h»y t ^ 
a nomi" ere f ^ 01n S to hetray the Government Party. Of course, t e "P ’ 
He Ln C ° ftKe °PP os hion, as usual, did his vvorst against the Müslim <-> ‘ 

w ;;;r u rı ,be p— «•* Goven-r an d ^ 

> 0 tttu>it y xo c ^ beCn L ,m P artial and g>v«n Government stıength 

' vn hin a n Ko.- 11 ry on tKe ^ebate until it could marsha u ^ e hn\vr a 


■ ■ 


an K / on ırıe clebate until ıt couıa maıo ı ınwr a 

for thT a S ?’ 1 am sure the division fig ures woUİ<1 " 0t 9J rules 

P rr >vi n , ovemment on that very day. Hovvever, e ı’ l,] for 

S0, " e -"»re T l Shi11 be surprised y in the least if it holds the field 

‘nonths ” * 
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We d id not accept tbe snap division as an expression of 
confidence and demanded that we be given an opportunity to dernon°' 
trate our majority. The Governor did not concede our demand ^ 
took över the government under Section 93. 

Replying on May 6, the Qaid wrote: 

“As regards the Bengal situation and your summary of the Asseınbly an <j ' 
the Ministry, I have noted ali that you have to say. Corruption is a cime i a 
İndia and amongst Muslims espccially the so-callcd educated andıntelligentsia 
Unfortunately, it is this class that is selfish and morally and intellectually 
corrupt. No doubt, this disease is common, but amongst this particular 
class of Muslims, it is rampant. Ali this is due to the demoralised anc i 
deoenerated State to vvhich \ve are reduced and for vvant of character. 
Hovvever, it is a phase that vve have to face and make every elfort to eradicate 
it and purify our society.... 

“As regards myself, 1 am glad to teli you that I am almost alright and 1 shall 
be cıuite well very soon. But this breakdown has left m e \%eah and therefore, 

I shall have to continue to have complete rest for some time to come, Itdoes 
not mean that in case of emergency I shall not be ready to do my littlc bit. 
Please do keep me informed about the important developments that ınay 
take place in Bengal.” 

1 ^ As the General Elections approached, the Provincial Müslim 
Leagues took steps to constitute the Provincial Parliamentary Boards 
which were charged with the task of issuing tickets to candidates for 
W contesting elections. The unity which characterised the ranks of the 
jr Müslim League in Bengal began to show signs of cracking and there 
was jockeying for seats on the Parliamentary Board. I sent a detailed 
report to the Qaid on October 1, which stated inter alia : 

“I was appointed Treasurer of the Election Fund by the Working Committee 
and this appointment was published in the Press five vveeks ago. A few davs 
later, by another decision of the Working Committee vvhich \vas released to 
the Press, Sir Nazimuddin was elected President cum Treasurer! At the 
first mceting ol the Fund Committee, 1 told Sir Nazimuddin that l could 
not understand the sudden change in the Treasurcrship and most ol the 
merehant members of the Committee present insisted that I alone should be 
Treasurer. A meeting of the Working Committee was called a couple of 
days alter and I vvas again elected Treasurer of the Fund. 

“We started work in earnest and collected Rs. 1 ç,ooo/- vvhen reports of the 
rift in the League s upper two reached the ears of some members of the Coiıı 
mittee and collection eftorts automatically ceased as some members ol 11 
Committee felt that they could not appeal to their brethren to give 
if it vvas to be spent iri propping up or bringing in tbe suppoıteıs 0 ^ 
individual irıstead ol it being judiciously spent on League propaganda an ^ 
the seleetion and support o\ the nıost suitab^e candidates hom the Leag ^ 
^oint of vievv. On September 30, the Council of the League continuet ^ 
Business vvhich vvas to elcct i t s Hve representatives on the Parlianıentaı) b 
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■JP îf 

li : Nvcre recorded, each leader \vas sure of his success. 

I f r e the V JJ U ?. ea dY collared four seats, namely, Moulo.ua Mohd. Akran! 

ü*udd in Iıad . a 'pa/jul Rahman, M.L. A. (representative of the Assembly), 
N fn hi nlSCİf ’ Mr / re presentative of the Bengal Legislative Council). Nazim- 

l| e W ould avin at least two out of the j Council seats 
*Vj; n thoug llt 1 w : r ity on the Board. On the other lıand, Suhravvardy 
a tlıus have a e Secretary, Abul Hashım, a pcrson vvıtha communis- 

a "d the Pr° vmcıa e ce j. ta i n 0 f carrying ali the five Council seats on the Board. 
t ; c outlo° k » " c ' . ne d by some ol his friends and wellwishers that he should 
^imu^^^ot bght. He was told that he was being led up the 
conip roml , Se . ^his supporters. He did not listen. I did not attend the meet- 
gardö l P a ı t V| artic jpa te in the voting. The results were announced late last 
ingnord'û > a & ı ıave wo n ali the five Provincial Courcil seats. 

evening- Sutravv are at j east two dangerous persons and in 

„ n Suhravvaray s gıuup o i 

*”Sdia's group, two are rvortlrless. 

D, .fraid the Parliamentary Board, as constituted, may not have the fail 
u „f the people and particularly the confidence of persons who wıU 
ff td upon toCbig money to «he Fund. This vvill be the position if 
Aetrltmmtary Board, as constituted, functions properly and there ts no 
u -of-war antong the members. 1 had decided to tender nay res.gnat.on 
the Treasurership of the Election Fund and also to restgn nay naenaber- 
jj.jp 0 f the Provincial Working Committee. I was prevaıled upon by 
neions close to me not to take this hasty action but to write to you and seek 
vou. valuable advice. My own feeling is that as I cannot stoop to »upport 
opc individual against another, and as l cannot suffer humılıatıon at the hands 
of these people, it is best for me to get out. I have been, lıke most ol the 
non-party men, slowly squeezed out of everything every time. So why 
should I hang on and suffer this indignity? 




“Bengal is an unfortunate province indeed. Whereas Muslims are closing 
their ranks in other provinces to mcet the Congress-Mahasabha challenge, 
we are fighting within our ovvn camp and are providing an excellent weapon 

for our enemies to wield against us.” 


VVaS tlL 


With his usual sobriety and foresight the Qaid, who 
time in Baluchistan, replied on October 9, as lollov/s: 

İS Well, I really don’t know what to say as regards-Bengal, but one thing iş 
f, ce «ai n that unless you people puil together, whatever the provocations or 
^■|® r sonal intrigues and individua. selfishness and ambition, you can t succ ’ 

bsue before the couırtry ıaow is Pakistan against Akhand Hin 
^ Us ^‘ ms ^0 not stand united they will get a setback of a very - _ 

* Ct - anc ^ 1 tion’t tbink that any one of those who are an1 Ltl ^ j 0> 
the nl* d J reîl ^ lze their dreams \vhen the Assembly naeets, and even 1 , cter . 

T WW e , Assembl Y is not going to be of a P erm J n ®"[J Minis ter 

ar i f İMin- * C ° T0 P e they \vill give un thirıking in ternıs o w hat is 

divided, diR'erent groups wiU g. Byi»g. * of 

t'*» Cnt" W ' '»««he paramount issue of P»kis«au m >hr / 
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'^»-t-AZAM AS , » N , w , 



rhe Qaid wrotc to me anain ta thl. « 3TlWlffîl 

November 2 ,: ““ ™* ron "«ctib„ f ronı „ 

B0 ”S o* 


"Plcase do kee 
nothing wi 11 comc 

matter wlıo they are. Alter ali, iı ; s ,i„. n can<ım at V l *»»t 

l ut wiU dccitlc fitıally and not your local Board in ™™ !! 4rli »nwnuJ 
«Kat may bc fifcd and af,er tljy h.« d'dd d TCm 
«and that thenceforvvard they mut, suppor ; «^ltnan, mus , PM, 

Ke be a lamp-pos. in «he opinion or judgmen, of an^uSu?*- 


< p mc iufonncd as t„ vvlıat is | 11n • 

omc in t he way ol supportinn n'Ç® mn » ^ 1 do k 
hey are. Af,er ali, it h ,1 r T' ««CeTT 
e fınallv and not votır n- 1 , CIWla ^ ar Kam«n*.l 4c 'e’t 


ev e n 


^ * I 

At this time, Mr. Fazlul Hac, was showin« k«mn 
luslmı League. 1 wrote to tlıe Qaid in this conneeti* *° re j° ir > th r 

1C (o1 ow ‘»g reply: “The best course for him vvoul,? ‘1 re <*ive<) 
example ot Begüm Slıah Nawaz.“ The Begüm had « >C t0 ollo " , the 

past conduct in disobeyiııg tlıe mandate 8 of the Müslim''? f °t 

apphed for permission to join the League, ıvhich was LeafîUe anı1 
Fazlul Haq, with his usual inconsistency hovvev tr Mf - 

electıons against the Müslim League. Hisgroup «as comnh!!T ed the 
In September 1946 , however, he wirhdrew the sui t P h k r ? uterJ - 
agamst the Qaid, exptessed regret for his past conduct and' ani 
the Calcutta Dıstrict Muslini League for re-admission. PP ' d ‘° 


Unfortunately, the struggle for power in the Müslim la. I 
Bengal started at a critical time when the need of the hou g î ° f 

fnet a trusted lıeutenant one in whose ability Nazimuddin prided 
and vvhose advıce he sought, began to feel that this was the time for 
hım to snateh power from his Chief and to seat himself in the Chief 
Mini s ter s chaır. Encouraged by his Jieutenants and accomplices, he 
struck hard and with success, and poor Nazimuddin was knockedout. 
This betrayal so shocked and hurt him that for days, he reeled under 
its impact and, thereafter, decided not to seek eleetion to the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly nor to encourage the splitting of the League, 
something he could have easily done. In fact, he ordered his followers 
to forget the deplorable incident, to elose ranks and to fight the 
eleetions as one solid party, so essential for capturing an ovenvhelming 
majority of the Müslim seats. Such a success was essential to show to 
the British Government and to the world, the power of our organisa 
tion and its undeniable right to cali itself the sole authoritative politıca 
party of the Müslim nation. 

t 

Caesar 






The painful episode reminded one of the tragedy ot Julius ı 

1 m 1 - ' - ^ -’ s friends a 


i 1 ..*—^ v “ v ' ,, ] s a ııu 

as written by Shakespeare. Brutus and Cassius, Caesar s ine ^ 
supporters, stabbed him and ended his Emperorship. İn th c ca 
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>/> eV lr‘s compo S e<l of members rej 

'"If P int0 t "' t °he P nevv East Bengal and West Bengal. 
Jıt r ın tne . ıj: n c«-Armpfl ın anam ı 


lM u- Khcd to theheart, yetdidnot succumb. 

M r Caesar^fff „ un d t0 heal and then, after abont a 

aIlo" red h ‘! of ıupp°rters and laid low Brutus. This 
w«h his ^rtition when the Bengal Legislature was 

^ he s * 1 p\& o* ı _c representıng the 

Shaheed was 

t and Zimuddin stepped in again and took över 
% t* lea StadeIs are the essential qualities of a disciplmed 

loyaity t° one ■ • m jjgjflfi 

man. 

r ^ snuabbles över the distribution of tickets was över, 
A heartening to see the leaders of different groups workmg 
“ Il for the success of the League Candidates. The Qaid, very 
S, acceded to our request to tour Bengal before the elections to 
I t he Provincial Assembly. After Consulting the leaders, I ınformed hım 
thathemight visit Bengal in the second and third weeks of Lebruary, 
1946, and he should spare a fortnight for the purpose. Elsewhere, I 
lıave described in detail his triumphant tour of Bengal and the splendid 
results it produced. I am happy to recall that the dark clouds which 
hovered över the Bengal Müslim League horizon in September, i 94 £> 
eventually dispersed and ali its leaders and workers rose to the 
occasion and worked hand in hand to ensure the success ot the League 
Candidates. As a resul t, a stable Müslim League Ministry was formed 
in the province of Bengal enablingit to put its full weight behind t e 
stnj ggle for the creation of Pakistan in its final and decisive stage. 

Elsewhere, 1 have dealt with the importantevents whichoccu 

during our marcb to political freedom. I have dealt wit ar 

mi «ees, the Cripp’s Mission, the Simla Conference the Cab 

Mission, the Mountbatten Plan of June 3, 1 943 > and wlth * h 
^chffe Award. It is, therefore not -cesş.ry to^cove^^same 

gfound in this chapter as it has not betn, nor ıs ı V ^ m ade nıe 

‘o make the book any different from its t.tle and spırıt ıvhıch m 

Ur >dertake its vvriting. 

1 t 1 ^ mrrated at such lengtlı 

The reader may w°ndcrasto ^ Rengal to pu t the Musfim 

story of the struggle w ^ he reas0 ns are tvvo- ^ , 

League on a strong and so 1 erio d an d \vas intimately a ^ 

lived in Calcutta througlıou^^P ^ ^ positio n ^ ^y, Bengal in 
various aspects so aı f aine d a Müslim pop Mus lim India. 

pre-independence days. ‘ in the body-pohtıc ol M 

million which made xt a ke> 
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->Q-> QAID-E-AZAM as l 

The success of the Muslini League in Ben ^ £^ the c İion o'f 
to the successful conclusıon ot the mo n fairness t o my close 

Pakistan. While on the subjeet of Benga andK hwaja Nooruddin 

friends and colleagues. Abdur Rahman the Mus]jm 

mention theır great seıvıccs * n sec kers and opportunists into a 

League in Bengal from a ^f “jtbJurRahnun, in particular, 

powerfulorganisatıon we e r nm Iq o until 1 became a disciple 
Us nıy guide in political matters Rahman and , ^ 

of Mohanınıad Ah ^ n "^ ors ° of Tooley Street’ and were at times 

kno\v n as the Three were a thorn in the side of 

dubbed as 'The Three Muskeeters . We yere a 

opportunists and we did our duty fearlessly. 

ııı - j.i tVnt tbou^h my criticism of Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Hın’s ine' nlicable behLour in critical times. has been unsparing 
and on occasions, harsh. I would be doing 

«obleand kinder Lments. It would be unfair to -"iory -H 
not record that it was he who drafted and S P° M °?f 

and LadyBrabourneCollege for the Muslini opan § P J 

Of Bengal . Nor can I easily forget his emottonal spee^e m 

the Muslini case when he stood on the rıght s de the ' ence . " r l 
affectionately hailed as the “Şher-e-BengaV’ (The 
He was a kind man generally and was noted lor his _ ^ doors 

for students. No needy student was ever tuıned » Y, jt from 

not even when he was short ol cash hımself and had 
a Kabuli moneylender next door. 

For sure, the Muslini League had more or less ^^^jority 
to contend with in the other provinces as «eli botlı I * ^ indiy j. 

and Muslim-minority. The stories concermng thenı, , vr it« 

duals of those provinces to teli. İfa Punjabi, lead etiofthe^ ^ t , 
of ıvhat he remenıbers or has recorded, ıe » |.| es sin«. 't, 
trickery of the Unionist Party, which, with, Bn W substant ially 


reins of Government in the province, did not dıtleı su 
^ | | • 


that of Bengal at the time. 


adet <** 


rhe r^ ılu .t 

The foregoing correspondence wil * diSC ^yems,*hv*Y sd ^8 
Adrl was alvvavs frank and his approac h oj , t h h e .ımS 


the Qaid iv a s alvvays frank and his approach to ? r °^ e pa th H 

He w as quite clear in his nıınd as to lns aım . ^ he vv.« fjS y 

take to reaclı his destination. He knevv t ıa ] ic h "' cr ' ]l( | n" 1 

İ hard and rugged and studded with * << 

SUrm tinıent to enter his thinking or decıs.o 

termit sentınıent m 


r 

u 



to 



Scanned by CamScanner 


. r 



THE 


t o 



>» ı 


\Vİ 


H als o 0 

1 a cons 


. erve from the letters of Mr. jirrnah in 


istent and steady undercurrent vvhich 


r^Jpters- a c0,lS Qaid was always teaching, guiding 
- h ^! shted patience and was tolerant ; he 


'^V^-ng He “'"j^ff'no room for relaxation for himself or 
^V 01 "! 8 'for«^ rd an ,, 1 he ever refuse to give cogent reasoms, 

rİ° te ” 3ntS ’ n ° d ise ipi es . f° r his thinkin g and acti "g as he did 

V fû» to his °*“ 

atters. 


fic ularl), 

)D t 






9 




■İ 


I 




! 


believe that man can do nothing or achieve 
At W“ S ' imS ; Z will and help of the Creator. But we equally 
vth ing " itho “ , f dneere and hard effort on the part of man, God 
Vlieve that «t» js a saying in Persian which reads: As toe Harakat 
gll not help- 1 ^. u an j blessing from me). In other words, 

ose who help themselves’. This saying admirably applied 
‘Cdhelps , innah To imag i ne or to accept that due to the 

“ ^bne circumstances, Pakistan dropped like a ripe apple in 
îk> would be to over-simplify matters, mis-state the position and 
b hini of the praise due, praise for his hard and systematic vvork in 
ornnising the All-India Müslim League, in converting it slowly but 
snîely and effectively into a povverful organısation and obtaining the 
supportofone hundred million determined Muslims of the sub-conti- 
nent to achieve a homeland for themselves—a homeland svhere thev 
could live in accordance with their own lights, free from oppresive 
domination by an over\vhelming Hindu majority. 


So my story on the transition of the All-India Müslim League 
from the comfort of armehairs to the hazards of a mass organisation of 
the Muslims has dra\vn to a elose. 


Let us not, however, confuse the old body with those vvhich ha\e 
come into existence since August 14, 1947- The ne " organisations 
mfortunately lack the enthusiasm, the determination, the discıplme. 


nce nugusc 14, 19+/. - t> . 

untortunately lack the enthusiasm, the determination, the discıplme, 

the unity, the sacrifice and above ali else, the aim v<hicı P r0 P 5 
the All-India Müslim League onvvard to solidarity and greatness. 

"ho devotedly worked for the great All-India body, ' ^ n , İ 
«thecved their personal interests and ambitions and devote^^ 
«İves to the objeetive of securing freedom tor the Mm Hjndus 

çentmem, freedom from the British and freedom ^ o( - an 

V** WOrked the , 2 . eal ° F finnah. The mernory 


Ihey worked with the zeal ol lanatıc A i: jinnah. The memory 

intmaculately elean and able man, M° a '" n J^ ia Muslini League, Her- 
°f the deeds and achievements o. ’ t ıe Q f inspiration for ali those 

v ently hope, will be a never-faılmg selhsh motives and thus 

^vho wish to serve and bulld Mohammad Ali Jinnah. 


5 | P a y the greatest tribute t o 
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CABINET MISSION AND DIPLOMACY 



' il 




.V . 


K ı ' ' 

O N the eve of the ı işit of the Cabinet Mission to British 1 

March i94 6 > the Qaid-e-Azam sımımoned a meetin r ^ 
Working Committee of the AlJ-India Müslim League at New n ^ 
The first group of the Müslim Leaguers ıvhom the Mission ’ 
to dinner consisted of the Raja Saheb of Mahmudabad, the 
Mümtaz Shah Nawaz and myself. The bigger guns like Liaqat av 
K han and the President of the Muslini League ıvere invited todinn 
separately and later. > T 



On receipt of the invitation through Mr. Woodrow Wyatt one 

of the Secretaries of the Mission and later a prominent Labour M p 

ive ıvent to the Qaid-e-Azam and asked if ive may accept it. He 

replied: “Yes”, and asked us to keep our ıveather eve öpen and 
report to him the next morning. 


• r>u Be n dİnner " 6 Sat 111 the drawin g room of the Commander- 
ın-Ctuef s house at New Delhi which had been placed by the Indian 

InTT* at the disposal of the Mission and had an interesting 
conversatıon wıth the three nıembers of the British Labour CabineL 

s h P ;: t } ;^f ter r cups of coffee - Sir sraffori 

safeguards tor th e g fvLlims He M f ° r a , United ,ndİa Wİth ade< l Uate 

by dividing India and creatino P D P ersuasivel )' ar g ued that 

be viable and would come m ^ f a ^ lstan tb e new State svould not 

come to gnef within a short time of jts birth . 


I remember him telline U s that- ek 
League leadership to take^ f„ll j hat was the time for the Müslim 
ştnke a favourable bargain wi th h. r'*" 0 ** ° f the opportunity and 

that^if tR Mission’s good the Hindu leadership} 

£ SlTpT ? r~ Kr*«Sr>"" r-T»- h» -»i 

position in the count^y and the Musli~- hen ^ WOuld take Pakistan 


' v ould be reduced to a sad 




' ,aî - g | 



204 
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nt t hat a United India would he strong in 


m sc. argUm< <u u to t he Commonwealth, to Britain and 
° f f^süurce ol Str ^ is ; s >V as also more than önce put forth in 

afftn a ‘ in tinaes ol crı 


it* 


r&fT £'«***■ 


(lif 


cour 


st 


• der spoke little and conftned himself to th; 

V* ** , ı T__ ^,rr>/%rto în Urifıın wptp ıın^ni 


jıtr. A- V - A ^ us t hat defence experts in Britain were unanı- 

_ .,nrTİd. . • . • _L 1 —. d ! ^ - wr/-v 11 1 d n <•> c û r*ı rk ur 


fcfcnce » n § le - . ıhat tne partition of India would create a serious 

ot thc Vik' _ çnh.rontinpnt’ pnrl 


nıously ° r thc vK r t ^ e two countries of the sub-continent ?nd 

ÖDİCm _1 - _J fkö rî^f^nr’p* r*f 


ot 

defence H r °^ p^stanTlde emphasised that the defence of Pakistan 
particuUı- y e ’’ roblem | )r . ist u n g w ith insurmountable diffıculties and 

'l^lîofonce of East Pakistan (at the time it was not contemplated 
thıtBenoal would he truncated; our thinking was that East Pakistan 
W oul<l be the vvhole of the British province ot Bengal with the addition 
of almost the whole of Assam) against aggression would be an almost 
impossihle proposition. 


He said that defence, as \ve knew, involved heavy cost and as 
Pakistan would be a territory with a thousand miles of foreign (Indian) 
land separating the West from the East wing, the defence requirements 
and, thcretore, its budget, \vould be much more than that of a ‘one 
peçe * country, Beside the cost, Mr. Alexander argued, mobility, 
depth of defence, logistics and a dozen other problems would raise 
jjkeir ugly heads and make the responsibility of defence doubly grave. 
|y vas c °nvinced, as \vere his top-ranking advisers, that the cost and 
rL cu kies involved in the defence of Pakistan vvould have a crippling 
€ ect on the ne\v State. 


Another argument which he advanced was that it vvould even 
ncr eos e the task of the British forces to help defend such a scattered 
ca in case the Commonwealth was involved in a war. On the otae 
. n ^ t n dia remained a whole unit, and if the defence o tree 

on the existing hasis, with a Central comman , n , t 
hürden of defence on the people be less pcr çapı 

^fence itself \vould be more efficient. 


i nt recollect >vho, 

flord Cripps or Pethick Lawrence, 1 c»nn herit a poor 

J the additional argunaent that at pragress, atı 

y to meet the needs of a State avh.ch a. ^ ou|J P be far behın 
ttstriallv and in natural vesources, to , 

°f India. bers of the British 

e did not sit ton g ue-tied. £İ We h-a the a n ; u.a n ^ we state 

t with respect and rep ıe ^ | j I 
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t ha t we could not accept the view, hovveveı- considered • - 

Pakistan would not be a viable State. We were right " Wfts ’ 
truncated Pakistan, which we did not envisage at the tim e l* Verı 
in the past nineteen years that it is as viable and even ’ 18 P r °ven 
tlıan many independent countries which are on the map to°da Vİ * l),e 
certainly in a better way now than India. We said w e had ^ ^ İs 
cotton and were confident that we had other untapped 
which vvould be adequate to take çare of the nation, if it 

resolutely and adopted the spartan way of life until our increasin 
resources helped us to loosen our belts. 2 

r‘p | ' 

For the bogey of defence too we had an ansvver. We could not 
accept the theory or the practical advice of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment’s defence advisers. We quoted instances vvhere even mofeapart 
remons than East and West Pakistan existed and the Povvers which 
were interested in them helped and defended them if it suited their 
overall interest in war and in peace. One of us remarked that İslam 
meant peace and we intended to live in peace with ali after gaining 
our homeland. And if we were forced to take on a fight we ■ vvould 
have to do so and defend ourselves vvith ali our resources, physical, 
material and moral. None of us felt that if we got Pakistan in some 
shape or form, giving us independence from both the British and 
the Hindus and vvith the British relinquishing power in our sub- 
continent, Hindu India and the Muslini Pakistan vvould not live as 
good neighbours in complete peace and harmony, each priding 
in the other’s strength, each ready tö lend a helping hand in the 
defence of the other in times of a^gression from abroad. Events since 
August 1947 have proven, time and again, how optimistic we were 
in so thinking and hovv we have be^n plagued vvith India’s constant 
bullying tactics and territorial ambitions carried out through sheer 
brüte force against ali canons of International law and morality. We 
have had bitter experience of India’s flagrant breach of international 
agreements solemnly entered into as in the case of the U N agreenıent 
to hold a free and unfettered plebiscite in Kashmir to deternıine 
the W ill of the people in regard to accession either to India ot » 
Pakistan. Furthermore how out-of-date and unjustified the vie« 

of the Cabınet Mıss.on have proven in the context of the present-day 

events does not need eJaboration r»r . 1 ır : n Jy 

, . „ , J 4 r 7 1 ex pianatıon as they are 

obvıous to any student of ınternaHr^l .er..- ; b 


International affairs. 

In reply to the statement of Sir Stafford Crinns that 
inherit a poor economy and vvould trail 1 , , nr 

anstver was simple: ‘Ve do not * '°"g dis « n “'^ 

But even presuming what you foresee wil| be riphî U ' P °' nt ,°ı V ' r her 

I, 6 nr > we vvould raine 


vvould 

the 
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CABINET MISSION & DIPJLOMACY 



orıparatively p°or and under-developed nation IVee f rom 

r ^ pI:p OUt an e.xistI'nrp ^ __ ı 


- * co^'r t J i . 1 ' 1 ıree îrom 

l' ,f *, „„ination than eke out an exısteııce as a subjugated minoritv 

!İkn econd-class citizens ın a rıch and economically advanced India 

a *,te(!bv anover'vhclnıing nıajority of Hindus.” Again, subseouent 

tshaveproven hovv vvrong the British Cabinet Mission. turned 

<%„ bc, as we have, by tlıe grace of Allah, not done badly since 

Par(id°n. Although we have, no doubt, passed through tryiııg and 

jnx ious times more tlıan önce, our economy today, comparatively 

speaking, is sounder than tlıat of India. Finally, the vvorld is novv 

satisbed that Muslinvs in thr so-called secular State of India, except 

for a few shoav-boys propped up to deceive the outside vvorld, are no 

more than second-class citizens ol the country—no better than the 

Harijans and alvvavs in fear of mortal attack, arson and forcible 

cjcctment from their hoıııes and heartbs and even from tlıeir country! 


These vvere the main points round vvhiclı the talks of the evening 
bdore, during and after dinner, revolved until we took leave « 

‘fT M d r gh î‘ We th !" e f’ kn °' Vn to the Bridsh as th « young blood 
ol the Müslim Leaguc, did not sit idle. We had our ansvvers for everv 

pomt they raısed and our ansvvers vvere the same as the Qaid had very 

r r" 0n P . U,f0 T’ İn s P e eehes, in informal conversation 

and in his İST™- “T? ° f ^ f ° reİ ?" prCSS who -tervievved him 

facts as the V' 1 .?’ “î®? - !* was hinted that we should appreciate 

Mission kn/ d “n t®' emotion in considering them. The 

leader Th Ver >. " Cİ1 J hat " c " ould in ’naediately report to our 

miaKt n la ' C thoU g ht that * in r eporting their views, vve 

g perhaps exprcss our agreement with some of them and would 

a o persuade the Qaid to accept them. 


tion T ı? ^Mahmudabad and I had earned the reputa- 
an ° * aV * n g ^ r ‘ J* nna h s ear is more than either of us was able to 
^preciate. Those who vvorked closely vvith the Qaid knevv fuJİ vve/I 

ıc took a iittle time to arrivc at a decision but önce taken, no 
®** e ı o\vever elose, could persuade him to change it. 


t ,.^ s was about midnight, we did not go to ıo, Aurangzeb 
0 isturb the Qaid. But Mahmudabad and I vvere wıth ™™* eeC ı_ 
feakfast the next morning and reported in detail the ^ ,n J^ f ^ cr c /ıaîr 
,n g s of the previous evening. He vvas seated in his g ree " (ter cig arette 
to the fireplace in his study. He smoked c f£* r _* j n0 t cutting us 

" ave u * a patient hearing, rarely our ^ninfc' 

- When I talked of the bogey of » I? , to ,j him th. m t 
*k*d vvhat they meant by the wo«l ‘ rhe —»“« 

ârı d hc replied : “No wonclei 


4r vd gave 
Iffiort 
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■ TV İ-|«Ç a 

r -Af that Pakistan; would Bot be able to liwa*d pro . 
SSSctM» appteciated our duel with the giantsof ti* JJj' 

V^^ment Önce he said WeIJ done and at anothet • ^ 

’° Za thuî' “Good; t hat >vas a good reply”. 

interjected tnu». HJ 

i i*nat Ali Khan. «as having dinner with the' Mission that ni E ht 
ne Q ai d «as mec-ting the Mission a day (or two) after Liaqat. ’ 

Throuehout the Cabinet Mission’s stay in Delhi and Sı'mla, Mah- 
,V , i acte d as liaıson officers and reporters of the Qaid. 
■V. Wsatt was probably detailed to keep contact with us and 

“«-«S, i. «L.»»«, -I* to- w. p. t*..» a 

Information on «hat «as happening in the Congress camp and also 
^ZTto leam some of their reactions to the vanous suggesfons ma de 
b^the Mission. Mavbe, he kept back from us what he thought wou 
not be prudent to teli. Nevertheless, our contact wıth hım «as u efu 
and «henVe s cooped any «orth«hile Information, we served >t hot 

i *• - * g, • 

and quick to our Chier. : ^ 

Manv a time Woodrow would present arguments in support ® f 
the Mission’s talks and suggestions and when the proposals vsere na 
formulated and presented, he would spend hours in tryingto corivlI h 
us that it wouJd be a folly to reject or cali for majör amendriıents. ^ 
vrpuld sav that the task of the Mission \vould be insuperable an 
Congress svouid slip avvay if we did not co-operate and ac.cept 
posa İs of the three British Ministers who had “a world- oip M ' 
and understanding for the Muslims. of India. 



i } 


puring the.stay of the. Cabinet Mission* in British India, the 
Müslim League Work-ing Committee, except fûr some-days, : W3S ® 

rst in New Delhi and laf^r at Çimi» İn the co^rse 






- —s— .. VİM n & wmmııcee, exceptMör some-aay», 

aaily session; first in New Delhi and later at Simla. In the coursç 

whi , ch were prolonged and -'the comptaion ol 
wluch ohaogedfreq U eotly and sometime s S se riously the Qaid-e-A®n> 

counter-propoI s 

and, öf course, the Cabinet Mission on § ress ’ t^ e Müslim $ 

_ f " . S 

j".t long, last ali began to tirp* , , .. . - - 

tharı the others. Time was passin Mission grevv more W e ar) 

evi d en t ly achieved. The Mission and yet ^«^thing tangible '^ s 

and were tired of treading the same f a nxious to return home J 

arguments with little change, if anv frr r! S r °tınd and hearing the 

Congress, decided to put forvvard their ow ^ Muslim League and the 

n Proposals on a W ‘‘take it Of 
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. >> basis to the Hindu and Müslim nations of the sub-cohtinent, 
,eaVC X their respective political organisations. I 

enıber the tense atmosphere when the sealed envelope from 
■ rjîf jvlission Secretariat was handed to the Qaid-e-Azam’s 
the Cabme T * e Q a jd read the contents önce and glanced through 
Secretary- ■ and t hereafter the Müslim League Working Com- 

them a secon , ^ ^ eye word 0 f the comnumication was 

mİ died with çare by the members and the subject-matter of the letter 
,vas thıown opeıı for dıscussıon. 

The consensus ofwhat 

S2£ t ch 

majör nature could be made, o. of ej g Ç failure G f t he 

Mission and with it the conse^uences ^ J^ f^idered and 
and talked. The pros and cons of a reject on je ■ ^ be 

reconsidered. No modificatıon beıng perm t , g 

done to help our cause. 

Tust before the final session of the Working Committee terrni- 
nated! it was agreed that the proposal may be accepted, although^ d d 
not go far enough to meet our demands an aspıra ıons. . OCC a- 
to the President to take the final decision. Th.s was not thefirstocc^ 
sion when the brunt ol the responsıbı ıty "as t rovvn n , 

by his Working Committee. A suitable reply was drafted and s.gned, 
and a short vvhile Üter, the Qaid had dinner and repatred to bed. 

I saw him the next morning immediately after breakfast^He 

"Naturally. i have slept very little during the l»t week My^ 
tvorked incessantly. I have tossed in bed from onea.de tmtheo^^ 

thinking and worrying about vvhat vve s ou c ° _ j have-thought 

has been so heavv that it has laken muc a ou de cisio n f was 

tnuch in bed and have prayed for guidance, beca ^ nati on. 

called upon to rnake \vould mar or p a e n ma( ]e and corumum 
Now that the die has been cast and the d esas tudenta e 

catedtoPethick-Lavvrence, lfeelascare .ee as 

haa finished his last examinatıon papr He 1 

i when he began 

The day had not yet passed was t he r.ght . ... . 3 

was not sure that the decis,on to acc | | 

^ » »• > ' 8 ı4 ü ’ • 
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alternative, rejection, vvould have carried 
appeared that on reconsideration he woul<] S "İ° US . c °n» eqilIl 

proposal. Bul it uas too lale. The decision "I hlve rejİl 
communicated. Ali that he could do 

Workıng Comrmttee \voııld either reject the n ^ *1 
amendments or put such interpretation on it as^** m 
acceptance of it. 0u ^ 




% 


P<i that the C 1 


° r as k f 0r 




vi «ate i UCh 


The period of suspense was, however, not unbearabl | 


tir 


e\vs 


came through that the Congress had not ıınreservedlv mm 
Plan. The report of the acceptance with reservations by theT^ ^ 
made the air of Simla more refreshing and bracing for us Musf^* 
The Qaid vvas pleased. The blame vvould novv fail upon the Con ^ 
and the Müslim Leagııe vvould be able to extricate itselffroma diffiı’ 
situation. İHHfl 


I shall give a summary of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan and then 
shovv hovv the Congress mauled and sabotaged it vvhile pretending to 
accept it. The Cabinet Mission came forvvard on May 16, 1946 with 
an ingeniously conceived plan for a three-tier Constitution, envisaging 
autonomous Provinces, Groups of such Provinces as vvished to take 
certain subjects in common and a Federal Centre or Union limited to 
three subjects—Defence, Extemal Affairs and Communications. The 
Constituent Assembly vvas to be formed as follows: (a) each province 
vvould be allotted a total number or seats proportionate to its popula- 
tion, roughly in the ratio of one to a million as the nearest substitute 
for representation by adult suffrage, (b) this provincial allocation 01 
seats vvould be divided betvveen the main communities in each pro¬ 
vince in proportion to their population, (c) the representatives allo- 
cated to each community vvould be elected by members of that com- 
munity in the Provincial Assembly. Any question raising a majör 
communal issue in the Union Legislature vvo uld require for its decision 
a majority of the representatives present and voting of each of the tvvo 
majör communities as vvell as a majority of ali the members present 
and voting. The Constitutions of the Union and Groups vvere to 
have a provision vvhereby any province could, by a majority vote ot 
its Legislature, cali for a reconsideration of the terms of the Constitu¬ 
tion after an initial period of ten years and at ten-yearly intervals there- 
after. 

The crux ol the vvhole Plan from the Muslini point of vieW, 
hovvever, vvas the provision relating to sections of the constitution- 
making body and grouping of Provinces. It was clearly laid dovvn 
that after a preliminary nıeeting ol the constitution-making body 
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We have lost the fulness of our character. AncI wlıat is c k 

Highest sense of bononr, and the highest sense of intearifv.rv,., >,* r! 

• ı . i. ı. ö rr & ' Cf - ) nvic(ion- 

ıncorruptıbılıty, readmess at any tınıe to efface oneself for the C olU 
2ood ol the nation.” 



Qaicl-e-Azanı: Speech at Müslim 
Legislators’ Convention, Delhi, April 
ı 1 , ı 946. ■ 


Is Bıitain going to decide the destim ol lıundred million Muslini**' 
No, nobody can. They can obstruct, thev can delav For a Üttle vvhile, 
but they cannot stop us İroni our goa l. Let us, therefore, rise at the 


(gaitl e-Azanı: Speech at the conchı- 

s '° n dı e Muslini Legislators* Con- 

vention, Delhi, , , April, ,946. 
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eh tiıe g 


l r ' 


ı,er 0(ficerS 
.d 1,1 - into 


enera ' elected, 


representati- " a "' mın 

ft ^ 



,1 order of business vvould be decided alu) 

8 1 the Provincial 

urpp sections —A (consisting of HîJa * Vv ° u U 
‘^(consisting of the Punjab, N W F P, BalucCan^ 
b (consisting of Bengal and Assam). According to pa ra . 

\ and ^ ._ 0 cUrMilH hp rree to ıorm Cıroııns wîfk 


Sind) ir,i Sp ro vinces should be free to form Groups with executives 
«aph 1! 1! „ rpS and each Group could determine the Provincial 

L le2 ,s ‘ atur , __1 Tl■»#» «ertinns arrnrrli™ - 


^ leg to be taken in common. 


an 

subject 

(v) 


The sections according to para 19 

r\ • • 1 . 


-* ^ Çl |V A *■ 

id ‘nroceed to settle the Provincial constitutions for the 
\vould P ıu _ , . , 

a ? __ _ 1 oh o 1 1 A I P /a rJ â 1 J rv -m ■ rh o i-h ._.__ 


(’’ ' vou in eluded in each section and shall also decide whether any 
^''"constitution shall be set up for those Provinces and, if so, vvith 
«hat Provincial subjects the Groups should deal’ 2 . Pr ovinces were to 
ilave power to opt out of the Groups in accordance with the provi- 

* o ı 1 / •••\ l • __ e-» o 11 r\wrc • Ac conn ac fnP 


sions of sub-clause (viii) which vvere as follows: “As soon as the 
new Constitutional arrangements have come into operation it shall 


be öpen to any Province to elect to come out of any Group in which 
ithasbeen placed. Such a decision shall be takenby the new Legislature 
of the Province after the first general election under the nevv Constitu¬ 
tion . İt vvas only after the Group and the Provincial Constitutions 
had been settled by the three sections that they vvould reassemble 
together vvith representatives ol Indian States to settle the Union 
Constitution. 


The meaning of the Provisions relating to sections and grouping 
Was clear and did not lend itself to different interpretations. But 
Congress leaders from Mr. Gandhi dovvnvvard began to tvvist 
ar| d misconstrue the provisions as soon as the Statement vvas out. 

, r * Gandhi’s comments as reproduced in V. P. Menon’s book 
Transfer of Povver in İndia’ are as follovvs: “The Cabinet 
Mission’s Statement is not an avvard. The Mission had tried but failed 
to bring the parties together and so they recommended to the country 
ı n their opinion vvas vvorthy of acceptance by it. It vvas öpen 
0 the Constituent Assembly to vary the proposals, to reject or 
j^Prove upon them ; othervvise the Constituent Assembly could not 

b" \ S ° Vereİ § n body. Thus the Mission had suggested certain subjects 
Union Centre; the Constituent Assembly could, if they chose, 
to them or reduce them. Similarly it \vas öpen to the Constituent 
;--bly to abolish the distinction ol Muslims and non-Muslims 
ich the Mission had t e 11 lorced to recognise. As regards grouping, 

} pro\ ince could be compelled to belong to a Group against its will ’ ’. 


Congress VVorking Committee on May 24, 1946, adopted a 


I 

7 
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resolution asserting t hat it found “the provision f 
inconsistent with the freedom promised to the n r ,• ° F İn ^^l o ' 

İn önler to rctain the recommendatory character'7 
and to make ılıe clauses coıısistent with each othe ° '^ e Stat* • 
read paragraph ıç to mean that, in the first instance ^ItT 
provinces shall make tlıeir choice whether or not t’ Kı W»' 
sectioıı in whiclı thcy are placed”.’ The interoretanv, 6 ° n 8 tW 
hv Mr. O and h i and the Congress Working CornıniM* ^ for ' v »r<) 
ıvarranted and clearly opposed both to the letterand snir* cT* d 
net Mission’s Plan, so much so tlıat the Mission itselffel ° theCsbi - 
to rebut them by its Statement of May 2 f which clarified Tposi^ 
as lolloıvs: The mterpretation put by the Congress resoluüon? 
paragraph ,y of the Statement (of May ,6) to the effect th at \T 
provinces can in the first instance make the choice whetheror „o I 
helong to the section in vvhich they are placed, does notaccord wi! 
the Delegat.on s intentions. The reasons for the groupinr of the 
provinces are well-known and this is an essential feature of the 
Scheme and can only be modified by agreement betıveen the parties. 
The rıght to opt out ol the Group after the constitution-making has 
been completed will be exercised by the people themselves since at 
t c rs ^ g eneıa ^ elections under the new provincial constitutions this 
question of opting out will obviously be a majör issue and ali those 
entıtled to vote under the neıv franchise will be able to take their 
snare in a truly democratic decision”. 4 


No twiths tandi ng these-authoritative explanations, the Congress 

persısted ııı ıts mısınterpretations. By its resolution of June 2f, the 

Congress Working Committee reiterated its objections to thelimite- 

tıon of the Central authority and the System of groupine of provinces. 

The Congress President, Abul Kalanı Azad, in comnıunicatin? the 

resolution to the Vıceroy stated that he and his party accepted the 

proposals and were prepared to vvork them vvith a vievv to achieving 

the.r objectıve, but that they adhered to their own interpretation of 

sonıe of the provıs.ons of the Statement such as that relating to the 
groupıng oi provinces. C earlv this ıı r Ap 

Mission’s Plin. The Britislı IdZZ? 1 ° U a " ° f t 

proclaim to the world that their Mission °" ever ’ wer ^ anx, °. U ^ 
11 J 1 • 1 . Jvııssıon was not a faiJııre and they 

had succeeded m producıng an aar^»^ ı • n . n , 

-r, ,wıı a greed sokıtıon of the Droblem. 

They resorted to under-hand tactirs ı ı “ , ı.ı 3 

; c- e. cc ı n • , cs and adopted an ostrich-Iıke 

posture. Sır Stalford Crıpps persuaded the Congress leaders to accept 
the long-term proposal even with their own^;»^ r . t t-., 

grave accusation against the Cabinet Mission was madTby^hT^aid-e- 


V. P. Menon: The Transfer oj Poxver in India. 
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4 Ibid. 
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_T L S peech before the Müslim League Council at Bombay^ 

iîA^ in 1 , this dav it remains unanswered. 

,c and to 

yy 28 ’ , 



er doubts there might have existed about the Congress s 
m®: J e and İntentions regarding the Mission’s Plan were dispelled 
?a l âtt,t ^ ec j ıes an d statements of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru after he had 

v tll£ "T ı _,1., Jorfarl Prf'çirlpnt ni f-hp Cnnarpçç in Tıılv i c\ a C. 


ess S 


r eaı* v *" eches and statements or ranaıı jawanarıaı nenru atteı* he had 
by tb e S P t ^ e new l\-elected President of the Congress in July 1946. 
takenove^ ^p Utat i on f 0 r arrogance and impetuosity, Mr. Nehru 

By°j int0 w hat his admiring biographer Michael Brecher calls ‘one 
e ıoSt fi erv and provocative statements in his 40 years of publıc 

ı i Addressing the All-India Congress Committee at Bombay on 
K * l^ r Nehru said that so far as he could see, it was not a questıon 
iflhe Congress accepting any Plan, long or short. It was merely 
a ouestion of their agreeing to enter the Constıtuent Assem y an 
nothing nıore than that. They would remain in that 
longas thev thought it was for India’s good and t ey wou c ( 

»hen they thought it was injuring their cause^ He asserted We 
are not bound by a single thing except that we have deadelbrthe 
moment to go to the Constıtuent Assembly . Later, a ap bound 
ference on July 10, Mr. Nehru admitted that the Con S resS jtuent 
by the procedure set down for election ot members of ^ 

Assembly but he added, “^Lp^ be^ that there wou,d 
absolutely free to determıne . He P » R j c will oppose it 
be no grouping because somc States ın and confiden ce that 

and added: “But I can say wıth ev because Assam vvill not 

there is going to be finally no grouping T busyou vvill see this 

tolerate it under any circumstances, ^ v iew does not get 

grouping business, approached from any pomt ol 

üs on at ali” 7 . 


ı 1 t * t Centre, Mr» 

Dealing \vith the powers of the P**°P WO uld embrace a la r g e 
Nehru said: “Defence and Communicatıon Forei n Attairs must 

number of Industries necessary for their supp^ ^ inevitable tha 

'nevitably include foreign trade po 1C Y - ra ther than by any s ' stt 
4 .L - t, c_hv taxation ratneı V—ntre nıust 



'nevitably include foreign tıade po ıc ) ’ rather than by any s ) s c 

the Union nıust r aise its finances by taxation r “ t er h the Centre nuışj 
°f contribution or dol es from the m ustbe an over-aü 

obviously control cuı rency and ere ı ’ j to deal wıth admı 

authority tosetrle inter-provincial dısputes and 

t İv e or economic break-dovvns . its ‘brüte 

, ^ tKe Congress would use ıt 

Thus, it became clear as to ^|l Jm 

in İndi o Voh 3- I 9HI 


5 R. C. Majumdar: History of ihc Trec 

* Ihid. 

7 Ibid. 

S Ibid. 
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majority’ in the Constituent Assembly in disregard of * 
and conditıons it was supposed to İlave agreed to 
bellicose statements were naturally regarded as a clear bı ' N< V, 
on the part of the Congress, being an oııtright repudiation «f V° f la «h 
ternıs and conditions on vvhiclı the compromise plan of t L the b asi c 
Mission rested and \vas supposed to be vvorked by the two 
Leonard Mosley in his book The Last Days of The Hr’rT 1 '' 5 ' 

, _ ^ ... ı ...ı • ı_ _ı . , 



observes: “It was a compromise plan which obviously 


aftenvards be altered in favour ofone side or the other. In the cir ^ 
stances, Nehru’s remarks were a direct act of sabotage”. Anoth! 
British writer Penderel Moon in his book Divide and Qyi t ta ]J 
the same vievv: “Gaııdhi by persuading the Working Committee J 


K 


OJ 


reject the interim government had knocked down half of it. Nehru 
proceeded to demolish the rest of it”. This vievv of Mr. Nehru’s 


somersault on the question is not confined to public opinion outside 

the Congress circles. The well-known Hindu historian R.C. Majum- 

dar in his History oJthe Freedom Movement in India Volüme III criticises 

Mr. Nehru as follovvs : ‘ ‘Unfortunately, at this critical moment, when 

a peaceful settlement ol India’s future vvas almost vvithin sight it was 

upset by some indiscreet utterances of Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru. in 

1 937 his outright rejection of Jinnah’s offer of Congress-League 

Coalition Ministry ı uined the last chance ol Hindu-Muslim settlement. 

His observatıons in 1946 destroyed the last chance—though a remote 
one—of a free, united India” 


' ^ % • 

v- 1 U . n a , CİO f e ^ r ' en d and colleague ol Mr. Nehru like Maulana Abul 
said thatTe’^ 0 * C t0 the Hindu Congress it could be 

Freedom characterises Mr.^ehru’s T f™*"’ ^ ^ b °° k ^ ^ 

events which changed th - stand as one of those unfortunate 

Nehru’s statement that the C £ UrSe ^istory”. Referring to Mr. 

Assembly ‘completely unfetter°d^ eSS Would enter the Constituent 

situations as they arise’, and the P " a & reernen ts and free to meet ali 

or modif) the Cabinet Mission’s pı^ ress re garded itselffree to change 
must place on record that ujT thought best, Azad says: 

E. w.,.ı S'i'Sı-fi"... .K ,h ' pl “ “m 

ali Other subjects remsine ı 3 C ° m Pulsor v |,', r r Government tvould 
agreed that there tvould be tlT 'l’ 6 provi ncia! snh sub ) ects while 

the provinces tvould be groupec^ TK Sectioı ’s T furtl ' er 

unılaterally by Congress vvithout t k’’ Se lllatt ers cou’ld ^ C whİch 
agreement , s 5 cno “t the c onsent of ° u ' d "ot be cltanged 

*■ ■ - 0t er P a rties to the 


9 AbUİ Kalam Azad: Mio Wns Freedom. 
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1,0 1'M‘lall.ın . .L™ 

P'l A ™' u " «.«RUUtm-e 10 [>,UN ,. elo | ıu ı 0n 


B.oJoIol K«" .... .. . 1-0 p#M a reıolutlon 

\ ving .ı nıAlulıVtt' m»l “iti) ı<* I'»*' Coıtj'u'ss memİıers l»,ı a J l0 ,| 1( . 

Muslini mpiW“i ' ,Jv, ' H l*v .» sop.ıı.ıiv hlocol Muslini members 

t,, lı.vvr rıotlılng to do >v»lh llıo "( " tîroııp İmin llıe very beglnning. 
m, tvlohnı in «ı lelleı lo Ihmltdoi pnhlislıed on Sepleınber jo, [946 
Sıiiilt “l i'vılly .ıppıeei.ıle 1 1 10 leeling in Assam in reg.trd to llıe Scctions 
01 ibe iMOiıping .\ınl I ılıinlv ılui om posiiion vvill saleguard your 
sontlmcni oomplelely.... Oıır poslllon is dc.ır that provincial 
.uıtnnoım musi be malııl.ıineıl ,ıml a pmviıuıe mıısi det-ide both about 
moııping And ils ovvıı ronslilnlion. Iı ıs I rııe llıal wc lıave acccpted 
ılır Federal Court’s detision in rogard to llıe inlet pretation and we 
muit abide by that «leeisioıı ol oıırs. Ihıl in no event vve are g°ing to 
agree to a provlnec liko Assam being lorced againsl its vvi 11 to do any- 
thing”.’ 0 Maniana A zad in bis boûk ta kes a dillerent vicvv and admits: 
The Cabinet Missioıı had he İd t bat llıe interpretalion ol the Leagueon 

■k . ■ IV • A I L. «m. • t m » 


1 i 


^ » 4 ^ « I ■ * » T ■ * * * «s W ■ ^ r • n f ■ ».1 ^ « N ■ ^ ^ ^ - — • — — ■ — 

llıis point w as eovrecl. Mı*, pırnalı argucd that it was on the basis ot 
the distributioıı ol povvers among the Centre, the Provinccs and the 

n ak.. K ■ « - i il. . 1) I . M A £»n m 


^ ^ vj v 1 ' r 1 1 ' r ■ ıy\/ 1 f * ■ »* \ ^ l ^ ♦ ■ ■ • ^ ' - " - " * | 

C.roups tlıat he had persuadeıl the League to accept the Plan. Assam 
Congress leaders did ııol agree and,aftor some besitation, Gandhiji, as 

I « • a m . • __ A. ^ . I I « f f â~% 


O 1 'ıvulK l *1 * I 111 11\ 11 U|7 l v ı» »um , ıin v ı uvıııv ı * v** 3 , 

have already said,gavehissupport lotbe interpretalion suggested by the 
leaders from Assam. İn fairncss, I lıave to adnıit that there was force 

I « . _ . . 1 4 1 I__i. A i. ^ 


-»I V/>İI I nıımııı , ■ ■ ■ 1 11 1 1 1 ı \ t».ı ^ » v» ^ ^ - - 

İn Mr. jinnab’s contention’ ’. n I lovvcver, at the time these attempts to 


• J 1UIIUI I .M.UIIUIII mil . I lUVV tvtl y Ot utv uı 1 

sabotage the Plan vvere being made by llıe Congress leaders, Maulana 
A?ad kepi sileni, and in fact be, as Prcsident ol the Congress, was as 

I m . ,1 . m K* * I n I . _ » O \/l T* 


p v 'M ivin , tıııvı ııı U1V.İ m y tıa 1 1 vaıvıvıu --' 

nıut I» party to thiî mutilation of the Cabinet Mission s Plan as Mr. 
Gandhi and Mr. Nehru. 



İn July 1946, the situation vvas already very tense as a result o t e 
abinet Mission’s breach of failli in the matter ot formation of Interim 
. J ° Vt 1 nmen t and the Congress’s deliberate attempt at mutilation 0 f e 
»ssion s long-term plan vvhich led to withdrawal ol the Mus ım 
_ eague’s acceptance of the Plan. İt vvas further aggravated by anot er 
at v ' s °d step vvhich the Viceroy vvas direeted to take by Mr. Att ee^ 
j Vcr nrnent. On ]uly 22 the Viceroy addressed letters to the P r ® s 
s of the Congress and the Muslim League setting out anot er 


10 Qut»teıl 


" A U.I lCUei *° ,hc Vicer °y ‘ !t - 5 fh Novembcr ı 9 4 <> 



fodı ,ı lV( r)s PreeJom. 
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pi'oposal for seli in,. U|> _ , ■ 

anHHinte.i l,, , .surm„lcr _ 

of ali pledges and assumnces ,„ ew ı"" *'. «nd,‘" K 

Muslin, League Si minoritv r „ Govcrn '"em M '»lii'S 


H'l, 

w - S, minority re„r™ . 7>ı 

Viceroy), no party to object „ " Vos i to h„ n 4 .«S,?"■ 

and the Congress and Muslini Su } >m, *ted hy^'Vth' 

equal share of the important S, l 
merely ıvelcome a convention, if IVe, i’",'ir ''"I 1 Vic' »'« 

majör commun.il i ssııes cou ld on) , ]°. .“‘‘J b theCoıig* ' V "! l|| l 

)s.ıI of ı...... . uıe vice 



deviations from the oriain-tl ni P° ] 
detrimenta. to ' }& ^ 

) ,cer ?y mere 'y «pllrf that in view of the I etZ s I ^ «* 

Congress to make proposals fora'lme , , - ^ *° İnvi “*' 

added that if they made a reasonable offer of aIali«"n T 

on the Qaid-e-Azam for a ready response. hecouidrely 


t ı J' 1<f ' 1Ctl0 ! 1 011 ^ 1e P ar t oi the Viceroy vvas vvıong and uııjustifiable 

îcis?o°nTa e s S a r ne r r “T* 1 ** P>» «d 2 

f rbere " SeqUe ‘r the Con g ress ’ s rejection of the plan, 

here "as a commıtment to form an Interinı Government as repre- 

ntatn e as possıble of those vvho had accepted the Statement of May 

i , ıt had been flagrantly broken ıvheıı the Viceroy had refused to 

proceed W!th the formation of the Interim Government accordingto 

the Cabınet Mıssıoıı s om proposal of June 16. The procedure that 

the Viceroy vvas now folloıving in inviting one of the parties to make 

proposals for Interim Government vvas vvrong and ıvithout sanction, 

because the Viceroy vvas not a constitutional Governor-General as in 
the selt-governıng Dominions. 


The Interim Government vvas only the Executive Council under 
he Government oflnd.a Act of „ , 9 and it vvas not responsible to the 
Leg,slature. It vvas the Vıceroy's duty to form the Executive Council 
and he vvas not ent.tled to pass on the initiative to the leader of one 
polıtıcal party thus senously prejudicing the rights and interests of the 
other polıtıcal element, vvho had an ecjual daim for representation on 
he Council. The Viceroy s act,on vvas a breach of the pledges given 

by successıve Brıtısh uovernments to thp M,.d- r ı ‘ <- nf 

ı. nc Musiınıs ancî an act or 

partısans hıp. 




The President of the Congress, Mr. Nehru, vvrote to the Qaid-e- 
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İS t ■) hi> ^ o-opt t at ion in th-e forman^ r * 

■ "" Qıid-e-Azam replied that if the Vicerov k°î' Won Gövem. 

• M r 


vfc 

.1 


j i 


r Tu c \l aıyA ı cllclL 1[ the Viceroy had ^ 

- V , h ru to form an Executive Council and had »\t C ° 1 mrnission ed 

‘and art upon his advice, he <Qaid-e-Aza m) 

*%> posiüon. He, hoıvever ,vas w. lmg to see Mr. Nehru X 
^ . I t0O k place at the Qaıd-e-Azam s house at Bombay 
^ nothin , came out of it. Mr. Nehru then submitu 
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Er but nouımg -- *- - - then submitted a list of 

15 < including ‘quisling’ Muslims which wasaccepted by the Viceroy 
nJ w'h e Interim Government >vas to take office on September *. 

|İ A one-part\ Government tvas thus installed but Lord Wavel\ 

■ ‘ 1 10 J, e eonscious of the serious consecpıences it might lead to. _ 

nllnrost 2 . he broadcast a talk över the Radio in which heregretted 
Br .g.J not been possible to secure a coalition, though, as he claimed, 
«uranees had been given that the scheme of constitution-makmg 
« u ld be vorked in accordance with the procedure laid dovyn and 
added that the Müslim League need have no fear of bemg out-voted 
! onanv essential issue. This was not factually correct No assurance 
either bv the British Government or the Congress had been g.ven 
[ about the scheme of constitution-making being worked accordıng to 
the procedure laid down, the safeguard relating to decısıons on ınajor - 
communal issues had been discarded and the Congress had offered no 
“ rönvention in this behalf. It had included ‘quisling’ Muslims ın the 

Interim Government. 

After making the announcement about the Interim Government, 
the \ icerov fle\v post-haste to Calcutta to see for himself the aftermat 
I °f the tragic happenings. What he savv there seemed to convince him 
| °f the danger of carrying on \vith a one-party Government. On 
| tetum from Calcutta he sent for Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Nehru and 
t İBipressed on themthe imperative need for making aclear declaration 
°f Congress vvillingness to abide by the procedure laid down in para- 
graph ig (VIII) of the May 16 Statement, namely provinces could 
^ rcise t ^ ve to °P t °ut of tbeir groups only after the new consti- 
elçç.J 11 arran gements had come into operation and the first general 
^ e ^eu° ni ^ ^ eCn so t ^ ıat t ^ ıe way might be opened for the 

stitu ent; t0 * COme ı^ nt ° t ^ ıe ^ nter * m Government and also join the Con- 
^dl e re'e Sen ^ ' ^ Ut t ^ le ^ on S ress leaders, now firmly in the 
rea hsino J v ^ te ^ e . Ylcer oy’s suggestion. He, however, seemed to be 
^ ea gue’s co-o^ an • more t ^ le importance of enlisting the Müslim 
>*hichtook a l 10nS ° invite d t ^ ıe Qaid-e-Azam for consulta- 
J" same timi 5 aCC ' n P e ^ on September 16 and subseauent days. 
nC Qaid- e - Kxaxn' ontSeh' 10 — &İS ° t0 °^ place between Mr. Nehru 

e as,s a formula on which the Navvab. ol 
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Bhopal had obtained Mr. Gandhi’s signature, namelv 
does not challenge and accepts that the Müslim Le'atJ ' Cu %tr 
aııthoritative, representatıve organısation 0 f an is® 

fcıajority of the Muslims of Indıa As such and in acconu"" 1 "'^ 


majomy , . , , r *« ac cord^ 

democratic principles, they alone have today an unquesti 0n ^ 

lc> represent the Muslims of Indıa. But the Congress cannû, ' 


■'İtli 


sııms O. ınuıa. Dul ine Congress cannot ** 

to any restrictions or limitations being put upon the Congress to ,^ re » 
such reprcsentatives as they think proper from amongst the rm- 1°^ 
of the Congress as their representatives”. 12 Mr. Nehru in the ^ut” 
of the ııegotiations expressed disapproval of the formula and so ,î* 

. JJ * —: fU-ıi- “fnr îrlpnfiral rpacnnu f-h#» î namıo __. Q ■ 


o 1 t Y c ., . r* , arıt * sought 

to add a proviso that for ıdentıcal reasons the League recognises the 

Congress as the authoritative organisation representing ali nnn. 


toa »o --- - jrganisation representing ali non- 

Muslims and such Muslims as have throvvn in their lot with the Co n . 
gress” 13 However, the Qaid formulated a number of points for 
discussion but Mr. Nehru’s reactions to them ıvere unfavourable. 


On the other hand, the Viceroy’s response to the Qaid’s demand 
vas more accommodating. He made the follo\ving commitments: 


Responsibility for selection of Scheduled Caste representative \vas 
his; each party must be equally free to nominate its own representa¬ 
tives ; it was impossible to decide majör matters of policy if one of the 
main parties \vere strongly against a course of action proposed and a 
Coalition Government either works by a process of mutual adjust- 
nu nts or does not vvork at ali; he vvould arrange for a Muslini Leagur 
nıember to preside över the Cabinet in the absence of the Governor- 
General and the Vice-President and also nominate a Müslim League 
member as Vice-Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee of the 

in the e scats°of "° U ' < ! , be cons ulted before filling a vacancy 

a share in the ma^or'portfol'io^rb ^ mİn ° rit y representatives having 

the important portfolios betıveen^th T M be eqU3 ' distribution ° 

en the League and the Congress. 


Tlıc League Working p 

October 13 declared that, thoupl? 1 ^^-^! ^ * ts res °hıtion passed on 
scheme of formation of the Inter’ 11 n not a PP rove of the basis and 










»eneme 01 tormation of the Intnri r- not a PP rov e of the basis an< 

according to the Viceroy’s decision \u° Vernment - k f elt that since 

menıbers, in the interest of the Mu^ y ha<J * rİ g ht ‘° nominate fiv< 
woub be fatal to leave the entirt Md r 7 ° ther conrntunities it 

ongress. The Committee a dministration in the hands 
fıve memberson behalfnf Lk i, ’ ^erefore 1 7 , , tfl 

hroadcast of Aueust ta , he . M . US ^ İm Ua gue i,,’ r dec,ded to nominate 
—- gUSt and his letters 8 to t , ernıSof Viceroy’s 

“"a w, Mne , „j ® Q a, *d-e-Azam. To 

• Jınnafı 
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■II, Congress’s insistence on including a member of rifiF" 4 

qU 0ta, the Müslim League used its ... , V . 

Lice in n its quota a representatıve of thc Scheduled Castc 0 f 
c -nıııiı ıate had been co-operating vvith thc Müslim League. Sorne 

} , vVorking Conımittee tried to persuade the Qaid to 
nî entb ers ° f 1 6 Government but he firmly declined, for he said he had 
pistl> e ! nterl '";j e to do his work, namely carry on the struggle for 
rcn ıam ou the moS t difficult and decisive stage. The follovving 

T ı 'TuVs represeııtatives in the Interim Government: (t. Mr. 
AHKhan-Finance, (a. Mr. I. I. Chundrigar-Commerce. 
L ftZ Abdur Rab Nishtar—Communications, ( 4 Mr Ghazanlar 
Mi^ban—Health, (5. Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal Law. e 

O rpss exhibited its petty-mindedness in the matter of re-allocatıon 
Khos The Viceroy wanted cne of the portfolios Externa 
Affaırs, Defence or Home, to be given to the League. u 
Conpress would not agree. Finally, it consented to the allocatıon of 
Finance to the League perhaps in the belief that the League wou c no 
be able to handle this subject. But it vvas to be disillusione ın e 
matter in the follovving months. 

The League’s entry into the Interim Government, when the odds 
vvere against us, vvas a strategic triumph. The Qaid succeeded in 
putting the League into the Interim Government in its ovvn right and 
vvithout any commitment to join the Constituent Assembly in the 
way the Congress vvanted it to join. The procedure originally follovved 
by the Viceroy in commissioning one party to form the Government 
stood reversed. The League entered the Interim Government as a 
matter of right and not as a matter ol grace and concession from the 
Congress. It did so as a separate and independent bloc vvithout 
recognising Mr. Nehru’s leadership of the so-called Cabinet. Mr. 
Nehru had been trying to bııild the myth of a Cabinet vvith himse 
« defacto Prime Minister. The myth vvas no more. The reconstituted 
Government vvas the Executive Council under the Government o 
,n< ha Actof 1919. The League vvas certainly not opposed to the tran ^ er 
°f more power to Iııdian hands. But if the position claimed by r - 
Ne hru for himself and the Interim Government vvere recognised, ı 
' v °rılçi have meant pre-judging the constitutional issue in a 2 , 
a y°urable to Congress designs, namely a unitary Governmen 
"hole of lndia responsible to a legislature dominated by the Hmu 
^ajority. The League had to guard against thıs dange , 
ave nvilitated against the principle ol 1 akıştan. 

i .ı _ Ucf ounce of 

The Qaid-e-Azana told us th^ and the League’s 

c °ncession from the Viceroy ın difficult c.ı c 
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representatives were going in as Vatch-dogs* of Müslim ; nt 
Their function was to safeguard vital Müslim interests and ' 
the Congress from manipulating things in such a way as to thwart® 
establishment of Pakistan. When the horizon appeared darljH 
Qaid again rose to heiglıts of statesmanship and diplomacy and re* 
gamed the mitiative which paved the w ay for Pakistan’s emergence â 
a sovere.gn State. He saved the whole of India from disastef which 

Îhe Ce°„T r e e & ^ formatİOn of a °ne-party Government at 
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of t |,e "ini M İsalım’s Man witK reservalions 
T*' Mi InteıpreUtions by the Hindu CoMre» wl. tanU- 
' fim reiection because tl .c Man, as prcucnted to the mampolı- 
m Twrtiesof India madc il «'İcar t hal " hail U> b<‘ accpl. <1 m loto and 
»ithout reservatio». The l.eague’s .ur, T l.m, e ol llıc Man was orlh- 
rieht it was an honest attempt by thc Qaid to arrlve at an am.cable 
•and peaceful settlement with tlıc Congrcss wıthout Mcnfıcıng essen- 
tial Müslim interests. İn accepling the Plaıı ihe League was act.ua c 
bv the follovving consideratioas: (ı) The Müslim majority ın seçti om 
B and C comprising sri.v- uııJîviJcJ provinces could Irame both 
dal and Group constitutioııs w itli rcgard to ali hu t three subjects ao 
the framing ot these constitutioııs w as to/precede that of the ..Ucuon 
Constitution; (2) The-provisioıı relating to majör communalissues 
conld be used :to safeguard Muslini interests in the Union Assembly 
and prevent the Union Çent re, İ roni encroaching upon the autonomy 
of the Provinces and thc Groııps; (3) I he Muslini majority in sections 
b and C;\voûld be in.a position to n ego t i at e vvitlı the Hindu majority 
in section A to ensuro .safeguards lon minorilies on reciprocal h&sis ; 

(4) The \vhole constitution vvould be öpen to revision at the cnd o ten 
years and at ten yearly intervals vvlıich meant, hy implication, that t c 
Provinces and Groups vvoıılıl have Ireedom to opt oııt ol the Union. 




».«a,,, 1 »mcum, u. ..... Jinnah’s conceptıoj . , 

' State bunal in thedocument submitted hy the Cabinçt Mjssion. n 
es t there shoııld be any doııbt aboufc its demişe 01 any . 

P^ssibility of its resurreetion, it is emplıatically announce^ „ a lready 
f inetMission’s sentence of death on Mr. Jinnah sFa ıstan « _ 

tained the approval of the British G overnment « The petty 


K- 

Re Produced in Dr. I. H. Qureslıi’s The Struc/nle for Pakistan. 
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ness implicit in these rcmarks needs no co ' | 

l'orgot that it was not for any earthly mCeTt"*' The Co »ltt« S 
of death on a peoplc’s genuine urge fo r f ro j P r ° n °un C e !?^ 

demand for Pakistan had really been buricd b° th ’• Ho Wcve ^ 
Plan, the Congress should Have proceeded to accenî Cs ! >İnet Mi ssiü ^, e 
and not mutilate it by mis-interpretation. an « w 0 rk thc ^ 1 

During the protracted negotiations between the Cabi 
the Congress and the Müslim League it had becomedcT 
representatives of the Labour Government in F.ngUd iverek the 
biased in iavour ol the Congress and the Hindus. They \vere 
to appease the Congress even at the cost of the interestsof the Mus|? US 
and the minorities. Bearing this difficulty in mind, the (^aid-e-Aza " 18 
by skillul negotiations, had extracted the maximum amount of conces’ 
sions from the Cabinet Mission. If the League rejected outright the 
compromise plan evolved by the Mission, it \vouId have put itself out 
of court and there was every likelihood of the British Government 
transferring ali po\ver to the Congress, leaving the Muslims to their 
fate. İt \vould not have been \vise on the part of the League to take 
upon itself the onus of responsibility for vvrecking the plan and thercby 
losing vvhatever sympathy there vvas for its case in London. The League, 
therefore, made a tactical move in accepting the plan, thus putting 
both the Cabinet Mission and the Congress in a position from \vhich 
they \vould find it difficult to vvriggle out. 

The Cabinet Mission could not no\v go back on the temas they 
had themselves laid down. The Congress vvas taken by surprise as ıt 
thought the League \vould reject the plan and then it vvould be plain 
sailing for it. 

Apparently the Cabinet Mission did not concede sovereign 
Pakistan vvhich pleased the Congress circles. But the foundation and 
germs of Pakistan \vere implicit in the plan. The Congress pleasure 
was short-lived and, on realising its inip ications, they began to mis* 
interpret and tvvist the terms of the plan, particularly the groııping 0 . 
the provinces. The Congress stand \vas unjustified and the onus o 
responsibility for the failure of the Plan thus fell on the Congress as 
the British Government’s stalement of December 6 1946, clearty 

shovved. The League lost nothing. The Congress by its ovvn intran* 
sigence created a s.tuatıon vvhich forced even Mr Attlee’s Gövem* 
ment to concede outright partition and Pakistan ar a later stage. 

İt speaks volumes for the Qaid-e-AzanTs statesnıanship and persua- 
s.ve povvers and the trust reposed in his sagacity and intearity bv the 
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I LAST HOPE OF A UNITED İNDİ A 

j w ıs able to persuade tbe nation’s representatives 


Bnad 011 t,iat llC I to accept the Plan, even though it outvvardly 
ıslta’^ue ^ t j ıe jj ea 0 f a separate sovereign Pakistan lor 


P been fig hti "g 'or seven ycars. 

m , j e Lor( ı p e th i ck- La w rence, 1 ender of the Cabinet 

the venela c ress sympathies vvcre vvell-knovvn, had to 

vvhose p 10 .. ı ı v n n | ronc 
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“,he substantia! and vital concessions” made by the 
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#c Kno^-”c . t j ıe jnterest ol peacelul settlement, and he paid a 
Müslim Leag 1 ^ _ Azam ’ s “courage and statesmanship” in obtaining 
ıfı tet0th . e nnroval for the Mission’s Plan. The British writer 

a member of the Cabinet Mission’s sçaff, in his 

W' The Transfer of ?ower in India, makes the followmg appre- 

■\ marks “İn spite of jinnah’s insistence that the League s 
ki'sion was that of the full Council, it vvas naturally and eorrectly 
trded as münly his work. As at Simla the previous month he 
blshoun himself capable of taking a positive and constructıve İme 
Is confounding the critics vvho alleged that he ınvarıably negatıved 
ejery proposal which fell far short of his vision ol an undefined and 
İmpractical Pakistan, thereby exercising a veto on ali constitutıona 
ıdvance. As at Simla too, he had contrived to make a concessıon 
ıvithout departing in any \vay t rom the basic principles ol his Part> 

| ishali no\v deal with the short-term proposal lelating to the 
setting up 0 f an lnterim Government put lorvvard by the Cabinet 
Mission on ]une 16. The Viceroy, Lord Wavell, had definitely gi v< m 
F e Qaid-e-Azam to understand that an lnterim Government \\ou 
he lornaed by reconstituting the Executive Council under the existing 
ponstitution so as to consist ol hve Congress representatives, fi'e 
^ Us lim League representatives, one Sikh and one İndian Christian oı 
n glo-lndian and that the important portfolios vvould be equa y 
c '. ^ hetween the League and the Congress. This was an important 
, ns ideiation which led the League Council to accept the long-tenn 
Ma y As the Congress opposed this proposal, the Viceıoy 
I 0a'^ e ^ ^ ant ^ even dervied having given any assurance about it to the 
I m en , e Azam * The Viceroy next 'sııggested a Council ol thirteen 
M us) j e,s Slx Congress including a Scheduled Caste member, h ve 
i Conp 111 ' _ea § Ue an d t w o representatives of minorilies. Again, tıc 
Place eSS , tUmed 4t down although the Qaid-e-Azam was vvilling to 
i Vi Ce ^ ^eloıe his NVorking Committee. Finally °o J une 
^ ° Nv î\ J arıc ^ the Cabinet Mission. issuecl a statement setting out t ıe 
env hao°\ POSal - İOr the f° rm ation of an lnterim Government. 
Onchiri^ a . n l' xecu tive Council of fourteen members six Coııgıes 
"g Scheduled Caste members), Hve Müslim League, one Sık ı. 
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one Indian Christiaıı and one I aısi. The names clıosen bv 
>vere mentioned. 1 Hıe most ımportant part of the e V u* ro 
. _fi which stated that “In thp _r . 1l0 'iıtce îtl .* 


a** 1 


■ ■ ■ 1 f m » m. « i 

vvas paragraph 8 which stated that “In the event 0 f th e 
parti es or either of them proving ıınvvilling to join i n the S etr° nu M 
a Coalitioıı Government on the above lines, it is the intentio Upof 
Viceroy to proceed vvith the formation of an Interim Q 0 ^ ° 
wlvich will be as representative as possible of those willing to^ 
the statenıent ol May 16 . 2 
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ent 
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İn reply to the Qaid-e-Azam s cjueıy the Viceroy furnished 


. — — >«. - ı j «uıuibned a 

number of important clarincations—no change ol principle i n ^ 

composition of the Coııncil would be made nor would the numbe ro f 

14 be changed without the consent of the majör parties; in fillingany 

vacancy among the representatives of minoıities, the two main parties 

vvould be consulted; the proportion of members community-wise 

vvould not be varied vvitlıout the agreement of the tv\o parties 5 and 

finally, no decisioıı on a majör communai issue could be taken in the 

Interim Government, il the majority of either of the paıties \vere 

opposed to it. In another communication dated June 22 the Viceroy 

informed the Qaid-e-Azam that there vvas a strong '.eeling in the 

Congress circles that a Muslini of their choice should be included 

among the representatives of the Coııgress but il vv ould not be possible 

for him or the Cabinet Mission to accept such a request. 3 The Viceroy 

had also comnıunicated to the Qaid-e-Azam on June 4 the following 

assurance: “I can give you on behall of the Cabinet Delegation my 

personal assurance that vve do not propose to make any d işerimi nation 

in the treatment ol either party, and that vve shall go ahead vvith the 

Plan as laid dovvn in the Statement so far as circumstances pernıit ir 

either party accepts but vve hope that both parties vvill accept 






The Congress again rejected the proposal for the formation of 
t te nteıını Government. It nıay be mentioned that the nıain reason 

•‘Nılio f°!Z eSS , S r .VT tİOn was the insistence of the so-called 
Incenm Government, ahhough h S f® 1 * 1 t0 haV ® \ 

had no following and no rfnresenfT eveı 7 bod )' thi ÎJ 

Congress VVorking Committee’s d??* ca P acit y "'hatsoever. Th 

Viceroy byabout noon on June 2 r WaS communıcated t0 } , 

Mission savv the Qaid-e-Azam mme d<a.telv after this 5 the Gabine 
- ^ • lAıring the intervievv there vvas no 


M. A. Jinnah, Liaqnt Ali Khan, Moham m ı , 

SE& **-*«-- Abdar Rab 


1 * 

3 Ibid. J J Cr ,n ,nd ‘«. *-ngıneer, John Matthai. 



4 Quoted in Khalid Bin Sayeed’s Pakistan _//,. c 
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FL the teague "■M ume-barr t r| m accepting the proposal 

, ' Kvn x vİthdrawn. Sır Stattord Cnpps made a . „ 

.M< " fcone interpretation on para 8. He said that what the 
1 : h «h,„- M iotended was that any Party could join the 
^ m t even if it accepted the Interim Government 


rin» u 


•I Vi, T * 


ı This was clearly a misinterpretation of para 8 . The 
of the long-term proposal and the short-term proposal 
: - - hole and could be accepted and rejected in toto”. The 

1 » “l O • O . PP “I /^1 a 


1 ^ 3 *IV * - ^ JL J — - • 

1 1 lii immediatelv contradicted Sir Staftord Cripps and pointed out 
9*' , 3inç to’paragraph 8 and the assurances given by the Viceroy, 
*, leagııe or any majör party avhich accepts the long-term and the 
■vrt-torm proposals was entitled to be included in the Interim Gov- 
r nınent. 1 was told that at his last meeting \vith the Calinet Mission 
jarfıer kot \vords %vere exchanged betvveen the Qaid and Sir Stafford 
Crinps över the latter's questionable interpretation. The explanation 
r..î fon\ırd by him was that since both parties having accepted the 
L g-term plan \vere qualihed to join the Interim Government a fresh 
arrempt \vouid be made by the Viceroy to form the Interim Govern¬ 
ment. Referring to this, the Qaid later remarked: “A fantastic 
ırd dishonest interpretation was put on the clause by that ingenious 
hggler of \vords, Cripps, and he debased his legal talents ”. 5 Mr. 
i- «önder, another member of the Delegation, intervened to sav that 
4e Mission had not arrived at any decision and vvanted to know the 
Q*id-e-Azam’s viens. He also called the next moming at Qaid-e- 
A2am s residence, ıo, Aurangzeb Road, and expressed regret över the 
P®nous dav s unhappy discussions. 
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B^Immediately after the Qaid’s intervievv vvith the Mission, the 
sigue \\ orkiııg Committee passed a resolution agreeing to join the 
^°'ernment on the basis oı the June 16 statement. Now 
c f - • ^ ituation had arisen vvhich called lor action in terms of para 8 

*ither f 16 16 stateraent - The plain meaning of the para \vas that if 
l_ e , 1 Jİ r '^ e tvvo majör parties—the Congress and the Müslim 
J^i C ç r e ? aS unw lhing to join the proposed Interim Government, the 
t ' 0rı o? h ° U ^ P r0ceec ^ to l°rm the Government with the co-opera- 
staten C 0t ^ cl ma j° r partv and such other parties as accepted the 
* a 7 ° Ma y l6 - As already pointed out, Sir Stafford Cripps 
F. ar ^ n §b' fantastic construction on para 8 in order to evade 

—— . _ _ ** I 9 I j 1 
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°r ,: | le biterim Government. Even a British paper like the 

0f) theif 1 ? ^ eı,v ^ e * regretted that the Mission had göne back 
r nay ^ 0 ^ V< ? r and, in an outspoken editorial, observed: “Politicians 
S ° but u ıs not the business of statesmen to eat their words. 
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They should not risk bold, sweeping, unenuivocal ki- 

ımlpçç thev mean them and ran hr> .- a lı~,ı Publicut\çj 



«/ JL q / v| u I 

unless they mean them and can be relied upon to f ' M,,Uei 'tah 
was so emphatically considered needful and pro ° U ™ ^ 

um ıtrî th i n ton r n ire naırn »-~ı r\ t ^ 1 I . r i. r * 


well, within ten days, have radically transformed'iti* Une ’ŞSS 



6 



Now what was the position ? The Congress had 

long-term plan in accordance with the explanation e ? tedtl * M* 
given by the Mission itself, It had definitelv rejected the^lT^ 011 
proposal. The Viceroy was thııs under no obligation to^u'^ 
Congress in the proposed Interim Government. On the other h ^ 
it was clearly the Viceroy’s duty to proceed with the formation of^ 
Interim Government even il the Congress refused to ceme in Tir 
qualıfyıng words “as representative as possible” in para 8 showed 
that the possibility of one of the parties remaining out had been 
visualised. Later, the Viceroy did, in fact, form the Interim Govern¬ 
ment Avith only one majör party—the Congress—although it had not 
accepted the long-term plan as clarified by the Cabinet Mission. Thus 
a bıeach of laith vvas committed vvhich \vas, to say the least, unworthy 
ol responsible statesmen charged with the task ol translerring power 

to the main elements of the Indian body-politic in a fair and just 
manner. 


' v 

•î' 1 


As I have pointed out before, the speeches and statements ot the 
ongıess 1 resident and other Congress leaders created a situation 
ieh n recked ali the eflorts that had been made to bring abcut an 
C ,f Se ttlement of the constitutional problems ol the sub-continent. 

^ ’ t 6 ^^d-e-Azam could not remain silent. He took up 
Parliame gl f- eSS cıa f cn g e - The speeches of the British spokesmen m 

vvhat was thTremSy^f "hec" Vİ " Cİng ' The) ' d ' d " 0t ‘ ndicate “(1° 

tions and used its ‘L t C ° n g ress persisted in its misinterpreta- 

undermine the basir İl" 1110 !'" 1 '’ ! n the Constituent Assembly «J 
Plan. 

Qaid-e-Azam, therefore ıı i 

mittee and, at the same time h u * meetin g of the Working Conv 
Müslim League Council at | C an extr? ordinarv meeting ol the 
■ess tactics were denounced, declar^" JuIy * 7 ’ 28 ’ ^ 9 ’ I9 * 6 ' C ° 
tood by o ur aceeptance of the r^| C . t,0n Was ma< de that we no long er 
?ı P!?.* 6 ? a g a ' nst the British Gov«- meL ^,’ ss ‘ on ' s Plan and as a mark 

l’| e Hlndu C oogress, it was resoIvedTJ 018 patent partiality towards 
ali British titles and honours. The Le a ^ Mus,i ms should renoıınce 

2 Council also declared that 

6 lan Stf>nh» n ,. « ,. . 


undermine the basic term. ---- / ı 

Hİ| s and condıtions ol the Cabinet Mission 


6 Un Stephens: Pakistan 
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!îi " v . of kiirect Action. 
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^_« v0 K'İONV the acUiaI resolutum tlut \vas put to vote and carried 

ı Lhusiastic scenes. Needlcss to State that it was vvhat the Oaid 
Hfplanned and \vanted : ji 
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“Whereas the Council of the All-India Müslim League has resolved 
torcject the proposals emhodietl in tho stalement ol the Cabinet Delegation 
jndthe Viceroy daled uuh May t o .;.<■> due to the mtransigençe of the Congress 
on the one hand, and the hreach of faiıh w i t h the Muslims by the British 
Government on the other; and \vheı*eas Muslini India has exhausted vvithout 
Kjccess ali efforts to find a peaeeful solution of the lıtdian problem by compro- 
ıııise and constitutional means; and \vhereas the Congress is bent upon 
settin^ up Caste-Htndu raj in lııdia witlv the connivance ot the British; 
and \vhereas recent events hav e shovvn that povver politics anıl not justice 
and fair play aıe the deciding faetors in İndian affairs; and vvhereas it has 
become abundantly elear that the Muslims of India \vould not rest contented 
\vith anything less t han the inımediate establishment of an independent 
and ful iv sovereign State ol Pakistan and vvould resist any attempt to imposc 
anv constitution-nıaking machinery oı any constitution, long-term or 
short-term, or the settlng up ol an biterim Government at the centre \vithout 
the approval and consent ot the Muslini League; the Coıuıcil of the Al 
India Muslini League is convinced that ııow tlıe time has conıe lor tlıe Muslini 
nation to resort to direct action to achicve Pakistan, to asseıt t eir ju 
rights, to vindicate their honour and to get rid of the pıesent Bıitis s av j 
and the contemplated tuture Caste-Hindu domination. 

“This Council calls upon the Muslini nat ion to stand as ^i^Muslim 
their sole representative and authoritative organisatıon, tlıe All-hı 

League, and to he ready tor every sacrifice. 

"This Council directs the Working Comnıittee to prepare ^ 
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;)ims to renounce 


t nolicY cnunciated above 

a programme of direct action to carry o 1 be ı aunc hed as 

and to organise the Muslims lor tlıe connng s &t> 
a nd \vhcn necessary. 

r i : r cleep resentnıent ol dıe 

11 As a protest against and in to ^ e1 ^ ° j ıe jyiuslims to rc 

^titude ot the British, this Council ca s U P ıj en Government . 

forthwith the titles conferred upon thenı r ıc the Qaid 

When the “Direct Action” Day resolutıon « P 

up and spoke as follo*»: .d,W ".- 

BL t histonc act ,n 

,4 What we have done today is the m° _ Ao 
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any 1 
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He w en t on to say: “Throughout the f ate f ı ' 

the Çabinet Delegation and the Viceroy, the" 0 th negotia tio n 
British and the Congress, heldapistclintheirC^ 0 ^^ 
rity and arms and the other of mass struggle mi ’ * 0rv e 0 f aı ^ 
Todav we have also forged a pistol and ,ır^i„ - n ° n rn — a °' 


Today we ha ve also forged a pistol and are i n a pos^- C °' 0 P er ati 0 
Thıındering applanse of those assembled greeted thi s '° U to Us e i t >*? 
declaration as they had not heard their leader speak • • a nd b 0 y 
before. ' * n thls strai n ev . 


ev er 






The day fixed for Direct Actinn , a 

. N\as August 16, 1946. I remembeı* 

ıtle-Ko rl^^o , 


^ scene when each cne of theT.'T _ 

meeting vvalked up to the dıis ^ \ 10 ^ ers P resent at the Council 
amıdst ioud cheers and vocifero us T* 1 annouı >«d his renouncement 
humor° us scene hen s . r Sa “ a PP>;eciat i on. i also reraem ber the 

h t k ^ hth °'dwid, e s fo r r , chief Minist - ° f 

of ^ right hand. '* gUms “d f°und a [ hat 

i>nng pJace ın the palm 




üo 



J AO ç 

yy 


%<» 


We could well appreciate his anger, disgust and fr,Kt„« 
had done ali that was in his poweı- to arrive at an honourabl '° n ' 
rnent—a settlement vvhiclı gave to the Mtıslims an honourabl * 
under the sun and, at the sanıe time, preserved some kind^ 0511 ' 0 " 
of the sub-continent. But to no effect. Congress vvas in J®** 
mood to share povver in the sub-continent. Its arrogance was nat ° T 
and Jt was thıs arrogance which eventually brought about the partiden 
o Indıa At fim, m utter disgust, the Congress leaders like Patel and 
ater Nehru, were happy to rid themselves of the Müslim nuisance 

the r r dld " 0t , t3 j e l0n § before remorse set in the realisation that 
ngress ıad, in haste, committed a grave error. As a result 

vear in the ** ^ Wsed a " d ^rrassed each da of e 

m back as TfSTT f PakİStan VVİ " crack U P and India take 

Creator „ ' d ° e$ h ‘ S . eıTİn § son ' Nonetheless, thanks to our 

m;™ w •'»»r» s ™ «•* 

started on Sentemh. r A \ ,?’ The s eventeen days’ war (tvhich 

the world ample proof| i'fVoof' 11ch ^dıa torced upon us has given 

deternıination to live ns ^ necessan^ ol our nıettle and 

e as a sovereıgn nation. 
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Müslim League Ccuncdl te deCİSİOns °f th e ° n # reS f Weekl >' P^per of 
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hts into a 
j deed, to 

BHT’r '-ialist struggle, compeıs us to express the sneakingnational 
Jtji 4 tnp c ' lomat anc l strategist ol Jinnah’s proven calibre were at 

> a • 1 e lndian National Congress. There is no denying the 
, h e l' elm , ° i s lafest master-stroke ot diplomacy ] in nah outbid, out- 
fact that by 1 t-manoeuvred the British and the Congress alike and 
A vitted and ou nationa j i n dictment that the Müslim League 

confoU İe of British Imperialism”.’ 
is a p alt ^ 

Müslim League’s strong reaction to their perfidious attitude 
, l Cmtgress leaders out ot their complacency. They had 
slıook tu. i an( j resourcefulness of the Qaid-e-Azam s 

underrated the q« ^ ^ Mus , im nation f or vvhich they had to 

vince placed in the same sectıon and rhatbyus.ng^ ^ urfettered by 

they did not mean that the Consu , d edsions by a majority 
any conditions and would ^ - ‘o make .ts de^ ^ 

vote but that it would not be subj wHh a dilemma created 

press Working Committee vvhich w a half-hearted attempt, 

by its own President’s utterances a “ on and poseasifit 

through vague verbosity, to exp ain j ts r esolution State , 

had met the Müslim League s ° je c a p t h e proposals contaıned 

intcr alia, that \vhile they did not a PP roVC ^ sc heme in its entırety. 
in the statement of May ıh, they accepte tance by assernng 

But the resolution immedıate y qua ı incoıısistencıes confcnne 

that they interpreted it “so as to resolve the^ ^ ^ ıciples ,„d doun 

İn it and fiil the omissıons m ac v incial autonomy 

in the Statement They ho ” be ^ht to decide whet er 

proVision and each provınce C interpretatıon " 1 Con2 ress 

or join a group or not. Quest,ons ohnt^ ^ ^the Cong 

h y the procedure laid dovvn m the ‘ acc0 rdingly • 

'11 advise its representatives to u ^ t ^ e re solu- 

Shorn of its verbiage and a P| >; "pos^tion orig' 1 ’» 11 )' '’ıC 6 - 

li °n w as merely a reiteratıon oi ’ P. ment dated A “S l thc C ongre ss - 

Congress. The “!iZ 
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-^ngress. ine Viaıu-c-n*-»- - . (inl hlencss pot up ; so | v e any ,n ' 
thoroughly exposed the shovv o r& claim f r eedom ^ jn accordance 

pointed out that the C°ng» c - h t | ıa t ^ aS n 

eonsisteney and fiil any omission a ; ^ | 


. ■ i. ıı/ins PrC 1 

Quoted in Abdul Vs/ahid Kjıan s n ı j n Jja 
8 V. P. Menon: The Transfer of Taner in 
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Yvıuı uıc - — ' ~ ıe ^tatement. The C 

tinued to hol d that every province had the right to decid S u 
fornı or join a group oı not and tîıat cpıcstions of interpret ^ e ^ er to 
be decided by the procedure laid dovvn in the Statement’vV^ 
Qaid-e-Azam pointed out that no such procedure vvas latfd ’ The 
interpreting the Statement or any clause thereof except the^ f ° r 
majority’. As for the Congress reference to ‘internal limiti’ 
the Qaid-e-Azam posed the question as to what were these 
t i ons which could not be overruled by a sovereign Constituet 
Assembly and what was the remedy if any decisions vvere taken b 
the Assembly which weıe repugnant, ultra vires , or incompetent of 
the Assembly to adopt. The Qaid-e-Azam conclııded that the situa- 
tion remained as it vvas and they vvere vvhere tlıey vvere. The Cong¬ 
ress had yet to realise that the blunder they had committed could not 
be rectihed by mere verbal jugglery. So far as vve vvere concerned, 
this dec.ision of the Congress vvas an after-îhoııght to save the situa- 
tion for the Hindııs. The horse had, in the meantime, bolted from the 
stable, and it vvas meaningless to close the door thereafter. The 
League led by the Qaid had moved to a nevv forvvard post! 








Referring to the Müslim League’s decision to vvithdravv its accept 
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-Whilst the Hindus, to servp t-1-. • ı 1 

‘Direct Action’ day in its literal bellT ° W " P olitical ends - i» ter P reted 
tion countryvvide publicity ou - 1 COSe sense and gave this interpreta- 

as publicly stated, was to hold me aS * C P ur P° se in observing this day, 
of exp\aining to the Muslims al1 over India with the object 

rejection of the Cabinet Missioıı’s Pl^^ı the reason for the final 

time, to expose and condemn the ^ ea g ue and, at the same 

Government. But as there vvere mi , C „. 1C . s reso *ed to by the British 
the Ali-India Müslim League W G rkfL'"S abouc ‘Direct Action’, 
Bombay on August 2, .944, to rernovAk ° mmitree again met at 

and resolved: i 


1 L 


' ı 3 


9 Abııl Kalam Azad : India Wins Freedom. 
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’.v;' 



.'.A 1 - 
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is 


ance ot the Cabinet Mission’s Plan, Mardana Abul Kalam Azad makes 
a candid confession: 4< I vvas extremely perturbed by this nevv de- 
velopment. 1 savv that the scheme tor vvhich I had vvorked so hard 
vvas being destroyed through ouı* ovvn action”. 9 They did not expect 
such a forthright and bold stand on the part of the League and vvere 
undeL the impression that, after some bargaining, the Qaid vvoııld 
ta e considerably less than vvhat the League had demanded. That 
men- calcuLations vvere absolutely mistaken is clear from the stand 
taken by the Müslim League to vvhich reference has already been 
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I vvî s Observed by Muslims and , w 

fi *' l«here was there any d. S t„.We but ı„ ^ . 

tt*!L the Congress and H.ndıı Mahasabh» engulfeı lV) *; ’«•»«, 
#'‘7Lt, arsan and k.Umgs m vvluch the wc>™ suffercr. ^ 
,röV ol 


in the Maidan getting ready lor the mammoth rneeti™ 

VVe Va ‘Direct Action’ resolution vvas to be explam«a «* •- 
hich the _ , Muslims had made prepar 


> ‘Direct Action resolution vvas ıo ne expiamed. lt 

Jt which the ^ su eSt t h a t the Muslims had made preparations _ 
sheer cal>"" n >, „ ^ Hilldus on that day. They werc merely coming 

start a r _ ., . ,„„„j to listen to the speeches ol theır leade 


VS 

to 


- ■ ■ iv-VjV 1 

explaine<_l. lt \ 

iheer <*■ «■■■"' km ^ Hindus on that day. ı ney were mereıy comıngl 
start a r,ot a ıınA _ mcd to listen to the speeches ol theır leaders, 

tothC M k a,dai 'hil d ren and womenfolk in the Mohallas and fiustees.» 
leaving theıı c , , had any evil intentıons. in any 

*T r Uİd Z tured only H per centof the population of Calcutta and 

r;tCot ctoose tlis^ty to indulge in rioting vvhich in any 
event vvas not in their interest. 

İt is true that the Muslims declared August 16 as a publıc holıday 
tocelebrate the day ol ‘Direct Action’ but in no circumstances vvas 
‘Direct Action’ meant to be a battle royal or carnage. lt vvas a day to 
recordan emphatic protest against the British Government’s policy in 
by-passing the Muslini League and to explain the Direct Action 
' resolution of the League Council. August 16 vvas declared a public 
holiday because vve, the Muslini Leaguers, vvanted to have a recorcl 
tumout fronı every corner of Calcutta at the Ochtorioney Monument 
^tanding in the famous Maidan of Calcutta. We expected a gathering 
behveen tvvo and three hundred thousand Muslims, coming in 
processions and jathas fronı ali över the city. 

h was arouııd i i .30 in the morning that, vvhile vvorking near the 
J^utnent, 1 received nevvs that at the Circular Road end of Corpora- 
^^heet, Hindus vvere throvving bottles and brickbats at the Müslim 
j ft Cess *oııists passing through the Street belovv. Later, a few more 
/ e ‘ Us were reported and at about 3.30 in the afternoon, nevvs came 
K& an( i Hindus in Bhavvanipur District had fallen upon 




^ , nı vv omen and clıildren. By that time, murder, loot and arson 
H rCa<1 y starte d in seve rai areas of Calcutta. Had it been the plan 
\] J lusli 'ns to kili the Hindus and a fevv Sikhs, they vvould not 
e t their vvomen and clıildren in their Bustees and homes and 
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troopeıl lovv.mls . 1 »- M.-M.u, knowlng ıh*t il .hey killed a f e 

f thcir w o men rtml clıilclren would | )( 



thousamls o 
massacrcd. 


Icw Hindi 
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1 ruslıeıl to Bha\vanlpur \vlicn- I w.ıs alınost killed by a Sikli w k 

ırouch t he vantilatör ol ihe driving window ft r. 0 


thrust his sword through the ventıiKor or me driving window 0 f my 
, ıU lt w as shcer instinet ol sclf-prescrvatıon which made me throw 
mv lıody as lar back as 1 could. The sword passed my ehest vvith a 
cleaıance of about tvvo inehes without inflicting injury. This was not 
the only attempl on my life ıluring the three Irightening days through 
vvhich the citizens of Calcutta lived. On two other occasions, too, 
God w illeti that 1 should not die. I 



Ou ring the three agonizing days I engaged myself lor sixteen and 
eiahteen hours a day in picking up dying and wounded Muslims from 
HÎndu ouartera and Hindus dying and wounded from Muslini quarters 
and rushing them to hospîtal for urgent treatment. My blood-spattered 
car had to he vvashed inside and out, every mornıng. 1 housands of 
innocent men, vvomen and children were brutally massacred bringmg 
back to memory tlıe days of Chengez and Halagu. Corpses lay in 
beaps on Street corners and on roads, lıeapecl like carcasses in a 
slaughter house. İn Bııstces wheı*e tlıe ıııinority was butehered wıth- 
out coıııpuııction and compassion, lıunıan beings had overnig t 
become irrational beasts—a terrible State ol alfairs indeed! 


1 may State that tlıe blame lor not calling iıı the Army by t ıe 
evening ol August 16 nıust rest squarely on the slıoulders ot Sır 
Frederick Burrows, Governor of Bengal. He failed to quicklv realise 

the gravity ot the situation and to lake aetion whiclı would h ave 
stopped the carnage. 


Furthermore, as 1 stated on the lloor of the Bengal Legislativ' 


Assembly soon after the disturbances" V wouM" have"been the fin» 
person to advocate the public hanging of Mr Subratvardv, the Chiel 

of a fevv Hindu! and to sacrifi "l\* nUon to hrin § about t,1C ^ 3 
children in their honıes \ n rctl lh ° USan <b ot Muslims wonıen a 

could have contemplated sut K ^ n ^ a Hol and not SuhraW ar y 

tamous leaders and debaters ot n ?° Ve * one ol the natioııa } 

Mahasahha lıad any ansvveı- to ^ tle H'ndu Congress and Hindu 

started and the nıob began to l os '^ statem eııt. Önce the kiHing^ 

completely out of control and Uh- mentAİ balance, matters 

to the world would alvvays remain aV| that Calcutta presented 

hu man history. ‘ s gracef u l hlot on the slıeet ol 
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l0r "»en. 


e .wt seen a man work so Kard and act so svviftlv to try a nd 
co nflag rati °n as Suhrawardy. But, as 1 have said, kuman 
c0 „tfOİ 1 , cUtta ceased to be human and it was only after the third 
Ung s > , and Muslini leaders got together and formed a peace 

L that H ' n , . | wen t round Calcutta begging tbe population in 
> tte : :ı ıe s to control their emotions and to have respect for 
their İ° int na .% rst the Congress and Hindu Mahasabha leadership 
hum»» W®- * . g ear to Suhravvardy s appeal to joın hands w ,th 

uafl refused & 

& aa A the Muslu- r 0 
Jch had tun riot, under control. 

,. -ı- ı-r» nrreDt the view that the Muslims 
ÎO sum up, it is not cotıe for them . What happened 

disturhances aıu A\e P. u-j ımf 1 er their dever and 




ive ear to budrawaruy » y — . 

islim League in an effort to bnng human passıons, 


, uth 

A 1 ” 1 ! » 

v vO ül 


<r.;,w * 
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started the disturhances and their c l eV er and 

«s that the Hindus, koo-ng he^posdmn, ^ ^ Action > 

able leadership planned woU Jd not only put fear ınto 

w ith such direct action o t leu frighten the rest of their 

the hearts of the They ıvanted the 

££ m that they 

plan, of course, misfired because Muslım determmatıon^ew ^ 

strong as a result of the happenıngs m Calcutta. A 
expression of view but a tact ot histoi). 

A Hindu leader Mr. V. C. Dalvi, General Secretary of the Ali- 
India Lower Grade Postal Employees Union, m a press statement date 
September 18 , 1946 put the blame for the Calcutta rıots squarely on 
the Congress. He said, “The Calcutta disturhances have been created 
by the Congress. The whole blame lies on the shoulders of their leaders. 
They naade speeches in strong temas and challenged the Muslims. 
They asserted that they would crıısh the Muslims. Calcutta gave them a 
chance. I cannot understand why they did not avail themselves of that 
°Pportunity. On the one hand they say that the British should quit and 
the other they say that the British should protect them. What şort 
°l logic is this? Does it mean that with the help of the British bayonets 
^hev want to crush the Muslims? İt that is so, it is really shame u 

flv _ _ _ •« . I 1 .İM 
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they should ask the British to quit India.”* 

'il -r,: 


, t in Calcutta 

hn Stephens, former Editör of Statesman, Avas P reS ^ 0 bservaace 
\V u ~ * 1 - O 






iau ötepnens, ıormer fcdıtor or statesman, y*** y - bservance 

et t the riots broke out. The remarks he makes ou 1 s jgniü- 


v v *- V-/ IV v l V « M. 11 V* M. V» a M * 

e E)irect A-Ction’ dav and the happenings m 

. . *1- _ nntp C 



Unt *• “Except in one city nothing* of no te exc«ft -M ^ p 


Nevvs dated Septembeı* 19 , 194^ 
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Direct Action day, Augustıb; and such ivîd«X. 
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happened on ^ 0 " that the Leâgue's Central Icâde^ÇS^ 

ro happen.. . -The Day, ıt vvas explained, &T*İ 
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„ ,-niırh ta happen.—7 7 " . r -'-eu, Was 

anythmg n Leaeue Council s resolutıon woulcl be ~*.um 

,f but a staten u nt f’ saic !f Mr ‘ Jinnah ’ '^5 Vv 

3ÎEİ- w»icH we Pyopo-to ta^ fcr se^ = vat^ lnd ^ U 


Sence f T ‘no declaration of war’ on anybody. The 
d . J '» İ„ rhemselves be ‘Direct Action and those vvho catne We l 

"r?to°behave peacefully. .. .it is inconceivable that the men**, 
“t the (BenaaD Ministry could have vvantcd an outbreak SUch „ 
ened tfonlv because there was no possıbılıty o the Musli ms 
Thoueh they enjoyed a majority in Bengal as a vvhole 

.P \ _1 nrnvinrp S 


happ 

\vinnmg 


thev w ere heavily outnumbered in the province’s Capital, theirpropor- 


tion of the population there in ,946 probably bemg'ess than 2 jjper 


çent....Even 


perhaps during the first day’s fighting and certainly 
._J _İj «-V.İ r-A M.islim losses were the \vorst. Appar- 


ç ^ y ^ \ a0 , i 1 a v» ^ ^ — q ^ 

durina'the second and third, Muslini losses were 

I 1 M I _ _ _ — A _ -m • C 


entlvlocal Hindu orçanisations, hearing rumours that some şort of 
- ’ contemplated, had made formıdable counter- 


Muslim attack vvas 
preparations ’ . u 

The Qaid, a peace-loving and constitutional-minded man, 
abhorred violence. The happenings in Calcutta on August 16 and the 
follovving two or three days upset and pained him beyond measure. 
His feelings indicated that, notvvithstanding his external reserve, he 
was at heart intensely humane, lor the sufferings of innocent huma- 
nity deeply affected him. For months he could not get över what 
had happened in Calcutta. He expı*essed his grief över the massacre 
of innocent Muslims and equally he vvas sorry över the death of those 
Hindus vvho had been killed though they had nothing to do with the 
political confhcts. 1 can ıecall what he told me about the lesson to be 

v aid: “ This p roves wh ı 

they exist as a minority undMdedTndil” 6 H ' ndU maJ0 " ty 
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Tİtc Cdlcuttcl 

reports of disturbances in r 0 . not hrst nor the last of its kind; 

and Bihar followed. Feelings \\ e * ' ^° a hhali, Garhmuktesvvar (H P) 

ings of Muslims in CalcuttT that't^ 0 | n ? a,ned b >’ the larae-scale kilb 
Tıpperah districts though tm , ^ le d to — • • • — ■ < *• — 

annearpcl in İ-İVA Po, _ T* & SS *Y 








. 38 


ı . , ö - * ^^vjssly i\v rc prisals in Nocikhali 

f rlt- ır J e,! P ?ess ' 4 ccr r 8 F erated re P ort s about them 
Of Bengal htmself, the number £ ? »he Bntish Governor 
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m gives the li P t-,. ..l 

Jre. 7 atCO unts as follosj*: “Mt* of the 

■L,ted at i| d e xaggeratıons; lallıng ınto an altogether differJt 

, t happened before m Calcutta— and from Avhat was 
,n ‘, jn Bihar. According to statements in the British 
>H°' V . November the number did not exceed 2c 
Kment, dm t '" e S spo t tally issued m Calcutta in May , 94 7 

P&h e iit ‘ ı r _f nnA lor Tınnerah f>r. Certaın 

■Mn 

t0tâ ' S val vV “ w , t ucııuıll o. ___■ 

tps'of P ro P a g ar 'f a , v ho «as in ciıarge of troop dispositions in the 
t* CoW" ıan< |’ ' Stifies as follovvs: “Our estimate was that the 
f U areas, also tes three hundred. Terrıble 

*** u|td in this epısode w**' oyer the world by a hysterical 

ÎdeHberately J^^eTdTd infinite harm in India by kindling in 

Ltatbances «ere J ft further aggr avated the situation, 

^ eat0U ;,; , s of Muslims in other provinces. 

Üanaermg 
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i c n0 t id » 1 v — — *** - - —j A y^r) gdve 

,n t 1 'tself of 2 20 and for Tipperah 6ç. Certainly the 
l f r îsJoaklaalı 1 , . i By influentially placed Hindus for pur- 

,;as much e P ç enera l Sir Francis Tuker, G. O. C-in-C, 

ü ph eaN ‘ r -^naaanda • Lt - , c - -in 
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endangermg 

ı aUmıf the Noakhali incidents in. 

I The virulent propaganda of unprec edented magnitude 

IBndupressresulted mterrı e dreadt’ul wave of lavvlessness, 

perpetrated by the Hindu m ^ days The loss in 

“der, rape, arson aııd j P ^ . ab out , ro,ooo Muslims 

İtfeof Muslims \vas reported to be 30, . r* noa \ Referrinc* 

«,e rendered homeless and had to seek refuge m ^ n S il J\ e 
tothismassacre, lan Stephens says: “A nevv teature emerged. m eh 
of the butehery of hopelessly outnumbered Muslims ore every S 1 
ol careful prior planning being the first of several such abomınatıons 
t0 occur during the next tvvelve months”.* 3 The observations o t. 
General Tuker, who \vas a vvitness ot the gruesonıe scenes in Bi ar, 
Ç ‘‘ tn more rev ealing. in his book While Memory Scıves, he 
Ofalltheterrible doings of 1946 this was the most shocking. 
w 'vith daStardly Sİde was 1:hat ? reat mobs Hindus turned suddenly 
M preparation for the deed, upon the few Muslims who 

' lv «, amoı^ J V ^ 0Se ^ ore hıthers had lived, in amity and, trust ali their 

Ver ^ Hindu neighbours. It has never been ascer- 
extîrp at ^ e °. r S an Hing brain of this well-laid widely-planned 
pla n I3 ' ^, , at we do know is that it went according to 
^ prep ar ^ U e ‘ Had it not been so, such large mobs, fully 

weapons, would never have collected in the 
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time and moved with such obvious, fiendish intent f rom 

yiçtim.... The number of Müslim dead-men, wonıen and ehil> 

short savage kilhng was about 7000 to 8000.. Th a 

o 11'- 11 v j o w ^ p r -t ' * A U 

* 1 1 ^ ^-1 r /a ■»-» r» t - ■> c 4 - /> I- i I 
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to 


İ .V3 * i? 


ren- 
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5 terrible and a foretaste of those to come^ 0 ^ 






'-■' J ine ât P 

eeks later. Women and their babies Were n^J*' 



in this 

committed were 

mukteswar a few w . ... — ”^ ,c cut Un 

butehered with an obscene dev.lry that a cıvılısed p eop l e ca ^' 
even conjure forth in their ımagmatıon . The Bihar Musli ms ^ 
souoht refuge in Bengal were attorded ali possıble help and relief bv 
the Benoal Provincial Muslini League and the Bengal Ministry. The 
Coııgress leaders of Bengal in their inveterate hoslility towards the 
Muslims had sunk so low that they raised a cry even against the 
humanitarian act of the Bengal Government in providing relief to 
the persecuted Muslims ol Bihar. The Qaid _ e _ Azam raised special 


1-Qc mu-»*!**- -- - v. i r-* 

funds for the Bihar Muslims and appointed a special committee whos e 

members headed by Khwaja Nazimuddin and Malik Firoz Khan 

Noon toured the province of Bihar and arranged relief for the distressed 

Muslims. 



The Bihar tragedy \vas followed by another horrihle incident in 
IIP. At a Hindu religious fair at Garhmukteswar on the river Ganges, 
Hindu pilgrims set upon and exterminated the Muslims not only 
on the fair grounds but also in the nearby town. The dead were 
estimated at about 2000. The poliçe stood by and did nothing to 
stop the killing. In lan Stephens’s words, “The U P Ministry succeeded 
in wrapping a heavy blanket of silence round the vvhole business 




Some idea of the diabolical acts committed at Garhnıuktes'vvar can 
he formedfrom Lt. GeneralTuker’s account: “Here at Garhmuktesvvar 
there \\ as no provocation. . . .Practically every Muslini nıan, \vonian 
and child was murdered with appalling cruelty. Either here or later 

STSSS baTe d ri r d 0 U P' ****** babies tom out 
w as rape, and women and rll ı walls aıld on the g round ' . 

andtomapart.Thesehellionslo'oted^nk 1 by the İ6gS by 

the dead and dying into the fl anc ^ burnt the mela 11 stalls, castıng 

some öf the kihings were by ^ t n ^ CS ' Most were killed with spears but 
was the ritual method of the ^ ngulati ° n which, it will be recalled, 
ab° u t> 1 apgHıng with gl ee at thi'^k m urderers’ vvomen stood 

menfolk d 5 % b ^m ng booths, egging on their 

_ ^ m. ryr * 
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that they were masterminded and 
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, . vie w that they were masterminded and very well planned d 

[ th e ' - nn the. same nattem anrl ™,h-u 4.1_ . J 





n g tales. \ 

®d e ^hey nıoved on the same pattem and with the same ain^ll^l 
aide t**' the ^uslims of India out of their wits and, in the process, 
to fdg£ en bandon their following ol Mr. Jinnah and their daim 
nl3 ke p\an, with God’s help and Müslim determina- 

for ^ v ‘m y /y s 1 have stated earlier and which bears repeti- 

h t Müslim masses reacted difierently. The ugly happenings 
tion, tbe determined to achıeve their goal and through thıs 

m ade them m01 " ured Pakistan shortly after these dastardly 

determinitıon mey 
- crimes against Kumanı t). 

«ta* *« >"« ““ - 

‘combine were dtıvıng theMJ^ ^ on the Musl.m- 

machmatıons ot thıs co dominated by the Congress 

majority province ot Ptınja Premier Khizr Hayat Tiwana. 

and the Sikhs with a plıable Mus ım or ’f r eedom, the Ministry 

• İn its desire to suppress the Muslıms ^ ^ d orders declar- 

clampedrigorous restrıctıons oncıv j_ a d i sc iplined, peace- 

ing illegal the Muslini League Na ıon disturbing peace. 

ful organisation—which had never been guı y Proviııcial 

The pfüce avanted to carry out a search f f th f .eaders pw- 

Muslim League. Thıs move was resıs e Y S Mian Mümtaz 

minent among whom \vere Na\vab o ıfrikharuddin, Mian 

Dauitana, Sardar Shaukat Hayat Khan, ıan t * nns Q f the Muslims 
Bashir A.hmed and Malik Firoz Khan Noon. AH s€ j? tl0n induding 

İoined the movement but the part played y us ren ıarkable. İt 

even purdah-observi ng women, was partmu ^ in the 

remamed non-communal and peacetul m ,, manne r of 

hce 0 f provocation. The Government resor e le _ arrests __but 

npression—lathi-charge, tear-gas, firıng, ıarge j _ ma nd 

nothing could break the people’s spirit. Ultımately e ^ 

0r restoration of civil liberties had to be concede . Havat 

Pgpular indignation svvept away the Ministry itselt an v ictory 

‘'•'•ana resigned on March 2, 1947. This was, indeed, a gıe . 
the forces working for Müslim freedonı and the ast c 

“Utish Power \Ja 




Power Tvas laid low. 

v,.^ - THe 'f der of Müslim League Party, the Nawab of ^ aı ^ c j^ 
noNv t0 torm t ^' e Ministry and he accepted the invi a ^ ’ 

M„ te te coSS PO Ü of a —iority of members in the 

ore he could s u b m i t t h P u*<- ' c ■ *■ c the Hındus and biKlns 

resorted to violent dem lSt Mınısters, tl , Fm-mation 

c ‘ e n\onsırations i n a bid to prevent the loımatıo» 
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. rtnnsition exposed the inconsisteııcy between 
.. Hindu 5 - T he,r ° n P ticeS . As Leonard Mosley observes: “Liaqat’s 

■Tfessions and pracuce backers of thc 


K h adheavUy soaKea cia . mto ^ socialist >- , 

-d Wd up ^ ^ s ° s , ea L s - espousal of the cause of Big Business 
Ulıimately tbe Cor g proposed tax from to ıj?. 

Houglıl down t e P e ^ tWs was G ne of the factors whıch may 

SSSCSÎS*. * some «■**> 




partitıon. 

Ali these developments 

t «al observer that it would not b P , Sardar Valabhai Patel, 

united lndia any lenger. Even a ıe- « ' that * was betler to 

ds we learnt later, had conıe to the conc str jf e in a united 

1 ide lndia *han to have instability an m e . ] e sub-continent 

ufcıntry. The aim of Hindu domination över 

»ad to be abandoned. 

f , * i W theobİectwithwhich 

| But I must stop going into further delaı | , eave the vvr.t- 

1 out to write these pages g ets ° klt ° stru ggle for indepen ene 
"Jg of a detailed history of the us ın specia)ised t £ eir 

î ter tbe tragedy of 1857 to m dispo sal to accomp 

tllv c the advantage of records at thc V 

BP^puit task. • IBIRKKİE H «nlı 


teonard Mostly*. The Last Days oj the Brıtısh j 
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XV 


PROJECTING MÜSLİM CASE ABROAD 


A 



t the end of September .9+6 Qaid-e-Azam told me that he "i 

had received, as Presıdent ot the All-India Müslim Leag ue \ 
an invitation from Mr. Ogden Reid, Proprietor of the New Yo^k ' 
Herald Tribüne , to send a representative to the Neıv York Herald Tribüne 
Forum to participate in the debate on İndia and to present to the Avorld 
the Müslim case tor independence. He told me that he had decided 
to appoint me as his representative and would ask Begüm Shah Nawaz 


to accompany me to the USA to counteract the Hindu propaganda 


that the Muslims were reactionaries and their women were neither 
politically a\vake nor exercised any rights and, therefore, if Pakistan 
Avere foıınded, it would be an intolerant and theocratic State. As I 
hav e Avritten elseAvhere, to me the slightest desire of the Qaid \vas a 
command. I accepted the assignment and, accompanied by Begüm 
Shah NaAvaz, A\hose association Avith me I Avelcomed,» attended the 
Herald Tribüne Forum. İİİİ^^II 


The moving spirit and the dynamic force behind the Forum Avas 
Mrs. Helen Reid. I have rarelv met a ladv so able and yet so modest. 

J J • t 

From the hour Begüm Shah Navvaz and I left Karachi and for two 
Aveeks thereafter, Ave were the guests of the Herald Tribüne. We Avere 
looked afteı by the nevvspaper s representative and correspondent in 
London during our day’s halt, Avere received at Ne av York by Reid’s 
youngest son, Ogden junior, roav Ambassador Reid, and Avere taken 
to the Walc ort Astoria Hotel. We received nothing but kindness and 
hosp.tahty trom our hosts plus some valuable introduetions. 



1 spoke to a large gathering in the Waldorf Astoria ballroom and 

broadcast to the world. 1 1 was ,A 'S Forı,m P latform ''V. 

first Müslim sent abroad to present "c C '° US of ,. the fact th at beıng tht 

pı esent the case oi the Muslims of the sub- 


1 This speech \vas reprotluced in full in the Hc ı ı 7 . 
magazine of December 1, 1946. rı ^ 



Une an ^ ,n the Vital Specchcs oj the D*V 
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B „ ara te homeland, a heavy burden of responsibU^ 
M t for Y' j’ |llC . I accpıitted myself to tbe best of m y ability. 

* n vShab Na\vaz and 1 addressed several meetings 

I LefC^ er ’ ^fes of tbe United States, i must say that the Begüm, 
i^ntp ortan f 1 ' ‘îiamentarian, made quite an impression on the 
l# İenC » e< Jv fluent speecbes. İt vvas at these meetings that we 
^lencc *< th h t an( \ ill-informed the Americans were ol the 

I'-" 1 ° Ut 1 *vlut they knew of oursub-contjnent was W hat they 

hl4 karat'' 01 CC- of them thought that there was only 

United t> wles - . , . I (lu , ri „ hl t0 ca || îtself a polıtıcal party and 

tk Congress " " c ' the'lndian people as a whole. They "ere 
»lıich rettected the w ? ^ p ar tv alone was fighting 

•I» f ""îr™ î' Bu tX matters were e*plained 
lor the independence o • ı k fnrp them at least sonıe ol 

and the Müslim point ol vıevv was place e ^ a }[ these years 

those present began to reab.se tbat they a X jyluslims 

* 4- propaganda. İt daim 

were a nation almost one hunched m ^ 

to nationhood and a separate bomelan . 

İn the co urse of o ur tour of the United States 
hibune Forum \vhen addressing the lndıan tıs 1,11 ’ Q f destiny 
Nawaz and l av ere so confident ol ouı cause an muc | 1 before 

of our people that ive told them that c ’ wou ld have our 

a nvone calculated or imagined, ' vc * . trU e because, 

Pakistan. Bv the grace ol Allah, ouı pı et ,ct o j nto being and, 

"ithin ten months of our speaking, Pa ' ıstan Cı ^ p a j c i s ıan’s first 

\veeks therealter, 1 set loot in Ne" * u hen 1 visited them 
Amhassador. When my friends called on me oi fenperial 

* n *ar-oH places like Detroit, Chicago Sacrame ‘ wa s: With 
1 "was reminded of our “prophecy • ^ zinlj vv( 

Allal\’s help and under ıhe able guidancc ot Qa 

| Se eur»;(l our homeland" 

nr where 

I 1 ı W t shin «ton " 

-düden 'va.şn b . te 


have 


i 



Our tour ol the United States indutleü Secretarv ol State 

'k'gunı Shalı Navvaz and l went for a day. ne . ‘ t wa s, there- 

d r - Uean Acheson, vvas out ol tovvn. An a PP . ington "ith t 1c 
0r ", maile lor us bv tne l lcrald T ribıınc o ce. inteı viev' , 

‘^nıanent Under Secrctary, Mr. Loy Henderson. ^ s an d nıade 

' v “"clı Usted almost an lıour, he heard v' at '' United States *poy 
notc s. Tlıis, perhaps, in as the hrst time that thc ^ faWr of M 
V n ment at W.\sh»ngton as oHicially a PP r,set . , c w e re. leaving. 


’- • 

t _ vs as oHicially app rl 

Muslin^s Wv ıbe Qa\<A s authorisetl reprcsentatİN t 



lî'i 
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Mrs. Reid became a good friend and helped nıe ı r 1 

r in the earlv months of mv amh!?*,' y duri 


1946 tour and later in the early months ot my ambassad V ? urin gmv 

USA, for which help I anı beholden to her and shall a [ ° rs r in th c 

Wa ) s he 


y 


Time , the popular weekly, adopted, for reasons unknovvı 
of us, a strong anti-Pakistan attitude immediately We att . n t0 an y 

freedom. Hardly a week passed without a caustic and erossî ^ ° Ur 
paragraph or two appearing in its issue. The Luces, ovvnerJof ? 
paper, were triends of the Congress and particularly of Pandit Neh C 
Thev did their best to lend a hand to India. I rememher one of the 
articles which contained the following words in describing the finan 
cial position ot our ııew State: “and the check bounced”. The 
tather of our Nation was subjected to unwarranted attacks. I was in 
despair. I approached the State Department for help. I received 
sympathy and understanding but was told that it could do nothing as 
the Press in the USA was free and any advice or reaııest vvould be 
construed by it as interference. In desperation I went to see Mrs. 
Reid at her offtce in the New York Herald Tribüne and told her how 
bitterly disappointed and pained I was with the treatment accorded to 
Pakistan by Time. She heard nıe with sympathy and promised to do 
Nshat she could and she did. The Luces were her triends. Criticism 
v>eakened to vanishing point and, shortly thereafter, died. 


Just as our tour vvas coming to an end at the end of December, 
1946 Nve received intimation that the Qaid and Liaqat Ali Khan 
'Nvould be vısıting London in a fevv days at the invitation of the British 
overrmıent to dıscuss the fate of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan and that 

remrn to t/ “I return to London. On our 

Hotel while the ğaidTAzamt^r^ “1 ’ Sta > ed at thc . *“*7 

arrived, were staying as guests .f n o ^ Ali Khan ’ who had b °, th 

y g g 6StS of the British Government at Claridge’s. 




I reported briefly on u hat- Kn i ı 

Forum and also in the couı-se of d ha PP ene d at the Herald Tribüne 

we had utilised the occasion to^ ^° Ur ^ n * te d States and hovv 

leaflets explaining the Müslim j_^ rmt tens °f thousands propaganda 
them throughout the United Sut^ P °' nt ° f view and distribute 

^ S, 




The next day or the day fo]lowin 

M §et ^u ’ı a tele § ram arrived. He askfdT^ 6 Qaİd and 1 were dining 
r. Ghulam Husain Hidayatullah, Karachi^ inf c ° Pen U • It was from 





° r ming hini that the 






ı 




Scanned by CamScanner 








' -• 


HK 


• a m 

had swept the polis in the re-elections. 1 was 

• i i i i ı _ 




ue hacı avv^pv — r ..~ ^ ı vvds uncon- 

&& at the news. 1 handed the telegram to the Qaid who 

ha PP^ nOC le, read it and smiled. The smile vvas of satisfactio 
ıis m 




I - occasion, talking about his discussion with the British 
On an °told me emphatically and categoricallv that he had told the 

he i I i_L » n ı-\/TMnnr -V /</’ /I r"vf 1 f kû M tCCinn I « 


1 




, JOÎ 

• re \li 
c ^ci; L 

. ° r Wf. 

't could i 

e or 


he told me cm|j““ v,v j o j 

^ab> liet ’ men t that unless the Congress aecepted the Mission Plan 

british GoverI \- rvat i 0 n whatsoever, it would not be possible for the 

İthoUt . .. ı_in RnmKaV Hp folrl 


r y 'atıw11 ^— ’ ı 

«ithout » , w revise its (Jecision arrived at in Bombay. He told 
MUS !hat there appeared no possibility of Co^esr ^tmg )he Plan 

f|lC t 


, . ,nnfd, ctı possibility ot Congress accepting 

Itfonally and there vvas no going back by the Müslim League. 
uncondm 011 * ;> ç nw . 11C ^ n A was to 90 forward. 



co ndit;ona ) > for us 4nd tha t was to go forvvard. 

There " as> u ’ 



lo 



re s uest wo4 : 

n I went to see % 
uae and told krk 



treatment ac« 
f and proraised o - 


ıer friends. Critic^ 
reafter, d>^ 




J ftf D eC , 

e efld 0 . p 

,d« > 


plan 


s0 s \'l (/ 


ıdot 1 : ' 



nurins. this visit to London, the Qaid considered it time that the 

,,ll »Um L,. r »P » w 

rİshm demand. He decided that ^ 

up an Information Centre in London. He Centre ? , a 

Fditor, Duan, w ho had accompamed hım Pj t<> he | p A | ta f 

suitable place. He asked me to nancc P . Q f t b a t time, it 

Husain with my advice. İn the war-ravage q , Centre , but 

«as not easy to find accommoda ıon . n0 P r Gardens. 

eventually we selected an apartmen *n 
* 


1 r a rvlhi Colonel Majeed Malik 
The Qaid had decided to send hon & Muslim League and 

then vvorking as Publicity Officer o ıe . tQ heafl t h e Centre. In 
also as part-time leader vvriter ol uawn , ’ r n a , vn London, 

the meamvhile, Z. A. Suleri, then Correspondent ol Da 

'vas placed in charge of the Centre. 


iî^rature to be distributed 

Alta! Husain vvas asked to prepare soim , three panıphl ets 

% the Centre, and he produced, as far as 1 remen „’ and “Fifty f**s 
c alled “İndia: the last io yeaıs”, “Why Pakistan. , 

a bout Pakistan”. 



ı -.p suge eStl "^ 

One night, vvell past midnight, Altaf telephoned ı ^ 

* e Centre should also publish a perıodıcal jamıarv ^ 

fc 'ha News Bulletin”. I agreed. A fesv day^ Uun ched at a . 

' 947, the Müslim india Information Centre !ssU e ol the f 

f 0n given by me at Claridge’s at vvhich 
elletin vvas distributed. 
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The Qaid’s visit to London and his discu.ssj ()ns U)| | ( k 
C abinet were encouraging. Though no agreenıent could | )( " 
with the Congress on the disputed clauses of the Cabinet Mis/ > 
Plan ovving to the Congress leader’s obdııracy the statement 10n 8 
by the British Government on December 6 was a complete vindifc U< ^ 
of the League’s stand and exposed the intransigence of the Con^ 
The statement, after recalling that the main difficulty had bcen about 
paragraph 19 (V) and (VIII) of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan of Mqy jg 
declared: “The Cabinet Missioıı have throughout mainlained the 
view that the decisions of the seetions should, in the absence of agree- 
ment to the contrary, be taken by a simple majority vote of the repre- 
sentatives in the seetions. This view has been accepted by the Müslim 
League but the Congress have pul forvvard a different view. The 
Congress have asserted that the true meaning of the statement read as 
a \vhofe is that the provinces have a right to decide both as to groupin^ 
and as to their own constitutions. .His Majesty’s Government have 
had legal advice, which confirms that the statement of May 16 means 
vvhat the Cabinet Mission have always staced was theiı intention. 
This part of the statement, as so interpreted, must therefore be con- 
sidered as an essential part of the seheme of May. 16 for enabling the 
Indian people to formulate a constitution which His Alajesty’s Govern¬ 
ment would be prepared to subnıit to Parliament. It should therefore 
be accepted by ali parties in the Constituent Assembly”. 2 The state¬ 
ment further urged the Congress to accept the vie\v*of the Cabinet 
Mıssıon m order that the way might be opened for the Müslim League 

sLTfiTmT T S attİtU r e - The endcd with the fo!lowing 

of success for the Constituent A ‘ T , KaS neVer been an - V P r 0 S P eC . t 

procedure. Should a consti(u “ enıbl >' exce pt on the hasis of an agreed 

tuent Assembly in vvhich a la . C °. me to be tramed by a. Constı- 
not been represented, His MailCC' 0 " 0t tHe ,ndian population had 
contemplate — as the Congres h <a ° yern nıent could not, of course, 
plate—forcintr such a constir .. a ' C state d thev vvould not contenv 
country” , 3 " ' tUtlon u pon any unwilling parts of the 






™ s a r'u! r :“ tive 0 f the 
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H,'o!!. en , t fn tb ? tri , um P. h ofoûrîeade?* ff Uish Government, indeed 


tiating skill. That he should ha 


ve extractecl 


3 V» P. Meııon: The Transfer of P on 


s ta te manship and nego- 
SUc h a statement İroni 
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t • .u had little sympathy tor the Müslim» m who< 

11 ,CI . ■ „ _licnıli Crs/I ı, .^o .-U- 



s\\ 

Ss 3* 1 




• u c lı nau j- ı j .„, w , w.RQ«e 

K- n ı ent *, , fonoress \vas undisguısed, w as raore than we 
r, w fbr t» r “ «athened iıı our bcliet that Pakistan? wouK 

BİP \\/p . . _ t-4-^v M mnnlİK Iştırına biti ei--.,. :. 


t 




1 


f|7 t 'We * er ° ,,ithin a matter of montlıs. During his st.vy i n 

i'<r ’ . reaMy - ■' -- 1 - 


s 


W1 


■ m, 

S&C 3 


h U, «lp eh 7\ 

i ^ 

, )° rıt ! «Kili 

beeıl *ceptdlj^ 
^rd a dilierent m, \ 
ning ot the statemerıt 
to decide both as to graşd 
Majesty’s Govemme^b 
, stafement ol May |S ^ 

' J was theiı ** 

■m 0 ,yM 

m.'&K 

,-hicH |(i w“ 

lıam e Jv’.# 
f As*# 0 ‘Jfrj 

S ° he * ie #,^1 

sfld j 

•İ" Stf! 




ili. !' l't'V ti 11 ^ ı ° 11 •* 

nie a rea /, ıa.pcspd a Press Conterence and a \vell-Aiicnded 

S» 1 ' the °*'ı t Kingsway Hail at wtrich he explained the case far 

W n,ee Tlo thoroughly exposed .he perhd.ous conduct ol he 

®" M1 V he betrayal of soleran pledges and prona.ses hy hr.tı»h 
ıcl tne oct ; t A aoo( cHect on Bntısh 


C«<* a These C pronouncements had a good effect on BHtbh 

ısnisters. t ,ıest t 




ai' 1 
ess aı^ 1 

public opin ,cn - 

■ 1 t ralruıta I had barely had rest for a few days 
Atter nıv retur n o • > Qrk whe|1 on t | ıe 4 th ot February, 

^ MXndlar C my ’ WorÎing Committee colleague, who ^^as 
teni Chundrıgar } Government of India, telephoned 

Shi and asked me to lead the Trade Delegation 
sored by Government to Middle Eastern counjnes. He told me that 
it »s the Qaid’s desire that I should undertake the mıssıon. So, m 
miting to the Qaid on the çth ot Februaı v, i947> 1 State 


(i 


"Chundrigar telephoned me yesterday and asked mc to lead the Tıade 
Delegation to the Middle East. He told me that it was your desire that 
1 should undertake thi s mission. Önce more, 1 have obeyed your conı- 
mand and 1 hope there will he no restriction whatsoever on my carryirtg 
on political work in the time that I can daim as my own, i«e., betwecn 
meetings and functions that will be arranged tor our 1 rade Delegation 


• p 



Delegation lelt Karachi on March 9, 1947.^ 


| » i * 

İn the Middle Eastern countries which the Delegation visited the 
, a ^ e °f Jinnah, his organising ability, his qııality ol leadership and his 
o 0ver t | le fyj us (j m masses ^vere already well-known. Whenever 
t ^ e ^ us ‘lrnmembers ol the Delegation \vere interviewed or introduced, 
^dn name Jinnah automatically cropped up coupled wiıh praise and 





r 




I 

j . n I,ac l Ave had the honour ol heing received in audience by Amir 
a , u ^ a k- W e callecl on the Prime Minister, members ol his Cabinet 

‘‘O nmf . , . . „ . ; . _, 








-v 


a ad ° VVe ca e< ^ on Prime Minister, members or his v_abır 
S p . n ^ et °ther importarit entities of Iraq. İn İran, I was granted a 
Cla 'niervievv by the Prime Minister, Qavam-us-Sahaneh, who \vas 


*• 


il I' ,v 

d' j ' ,t: > 

.it 1 J .1 




■ ^ • 

HarirP e ^ at * on cons ^ ste ^ of myself as leaıler, Dawood Habtb, C.C. J avtl 1 (>i 
CKarachi, Members, M. Ayub, LC.S. Secretary, M* 

’ dvlser, and. Maniana Jamal Miaıı rirangimahel as my 1 ıyate . . A :.r 

Pemlered mafmilırip-nl- kpruirp in mittim/ afTOSS 





^ ^ TPb' 

, , ouvıser, anu, Maulaııa Jamal Mia» Firangimahel av my Privaic Sccıvryyv ■ « 

iu ı.' v< ' 'emfered magııificient service in putting aeross ıhe Mııslim I , , ■ 

ihe countries the Delegation visited. 
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at the time holidaying on his tea estate in Lahijan and .1 

__1 1 r»f r^ııKlir* Onininn anrl _ J , ’ and a,s <> met ^i r 



. ^ ■' f ö 11. .. v J ,l *.«nd also 1 

ters and ieaders ot publıc opınıon and members of t | , İVU %. 

jordan, some members of the Delegation accompanied ^ press - İn 

went to pay my respects to King Abdullah. Durino ^ ^ . 

Amman, we met the Ministers and prominent citizens of^l-^ 

dom. in Turkey, we called on the Prime Minister and the $ ı^' 

of the Mejlis , besides meeting some Ministers, several İeaders 0 f , , er 

opinion and prominent ne\vspaper men. In Syria and Lebanonth 

Presidents honoured us by granting audience. We also met k • 


e/jjuııvju. —* -• — |^ jl 

Presidents honoured us by granting —- 

Prime Ministers, other Ministers and İeaders 


met the ir 




Of course, at every available opportunity, we made it a point tocon- 
tact the men who counted inthese coııntries. We the Müslim members 
of the Trade Delegation discussed trade during certain hours of the day 
and spent the rest of our time in explaining to our brother Muslims 
the raison d'etre for our demand lor Pakistan. For the first time the 
Muslims of India were afforded the opportunity to contact the outside 
world at Government level and explain to them their problems, aims 
and aspirations at the expense of the Government of India. The 
Hindus had utilised scores of such opportunities in the past to do the 
same work of trying to convince the world that they were the legiti- 
mate children of mother India and wanted to rid themselves ot British 
rule. They, in their propaganda, ignored the very existence ot the 
large number of Muslims who also inhabited the countrv and tor 
\vhom India was as much a home as it \vas tor them. 




From every capital that the Delegation visited, I reported briefly 
on my activities to the Qaid. 1 do not possess copies of these letters 
vvhich were handwritten, except for one vvhich I reproduce belou : 


My dear Mr. Jinnah: 


2 8th May, 1 947 



The object of this letter is to brir.g to an end 


Eastern tour. 


nıv report on our 


Middie 





the President of%he ^klman-uUMmİ-' ^ T* a S ain the Grand Muftİ ; 
Muslimeen, the Prime Minister Noo'ıTshT’p 1 7 Head of the Shabban-u! 
the Commerce Minister, the Anricult^ . , *he Finance Minister, 

munications, Nahas Pasha and the ton ^ ° ‘ nist er, the Minister of Com- 
Pasha, Hassouna Pasha (Governor of Ale° °| tle ^afdist Party, Ali Meher 
Pasha, several heads of Government Departme!*^ Pasha, Fargalv 
ol public opinion. As usual, I did not nuT™? l ° P İ ouma| ists and İeaders 
Müslim Embassies in Cairo. İn the Hedjaz [ h,ad C r Wnce ° f cadin g on ad 
almost everyone who counted in the political ,./* lhe P riv dege of meeting 

ı *'■. cconomic. so. id ı . . 

c aı\d culuıral 


i 
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„ n ı ıt rron» AL/| *-^ ^ uuu anKi me u , own p,-;^ . T t 

lifc» f interested in our^Hairs. The Finance Minber û 'he",»'" 
> fL «hn.no and 1 am glad eo say that in Egypt and in Hedja* , 

tfh>" dt , v eİco"> e anCİ ” fl ° m OUI ' brethren as 1 did i„ tKe othe ' 

I! that «e '»ve visited. 

1 u« rrl 
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nth kind reprds, 




Yours siacerely,- 
HASSAN 
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, above, it \vould appear that we follovved the same proce- 
F r ° mtie Muslini capital which we visited. We met similar per- 
Jure ia eve ^ Gov ernment and opposition and leaders of thought and 
gonalitıes ° ^ man ^ f or Pakistan. And, every\vhere, the response 

İİ^mnathetic and encouraging. 

«as svmp acnctl ^ 

When the tour ended, 1 decided to take a fortnight’s rest in Egypt 
' Iran betere returning home. I, however, received intimatıon 
T lndia that fresh developments «ere abotıl to take place and that 
Ishould relurn home. I, therefore, returned post-haste in the last 

week of May. 

İ A couple of \veeks before the departure of our Delegation from 
Karachi, Mr. Attlee, Prime Minister of Britain, had made a statement 
inParliament on the 2oth ol February to the effect that the British 
Government had definitely decided to part with power and had 
nxed June 30, 1948, as the final date lor British withdrawal from 
lndia. 

He went on to declare that His Majesty’s Government \vished to 
Q do\er its responsibility to authorities established by a constitution 

parties in lndia in accordance with the Cabinet Mission s 
ut there w as no clear prospect that sııch a constitution and such 
£££ -°uld emerge. If, then, it should appear that an agreed 
^ Ve to co^-j 01 '^ n0t ^ ave been worked out by June 1948 it would 
^ 0ver nment w ^ om it should transfer the povvers of the Central 
İpi! for et ^ er as a whole to some form of Central Govern- 

a ° Ver nment$ 0 r or some areas to the existing Provincial 

WeM.^ e be S t i T SUC ^ °^ er " ay as might seem most reasonable 
B ^ovved the 6reStS ^ hıdian people. This statement clearly 
VıJj to n °te that^t|° S ^ eCt °* esta blishment of Pakistan. We were 
fistan 16 polic )' P ur sued by the Qaid had succeeded in 
^earer, step by step. Events \vere inexorably 

tn&i genc e , P a racloxically, the Congress leaders, by 
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opposite to that which thov desired, that i», t| H ,, r f) 

actions w ere gcing to ıvsuli: in tlıc hı. .1 ,,l , j n 
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Some days later, Lord Wavell \vas recalled and the davhj Jl 
energetic young man, Lord Louis Mountbaften, Partime foli*?! 


o yo 

South East Asia Command, arrivcd on Marclı ?2, 1947 ânr j 
swom in trvvo days later as Viceroy and Covernor-Gcneral of indsa 
It was the general impression at the time that Lord Wavcll had been 
accorded this shabby tı eatment because he had tried to reetify to *orr* 

extent the \vronçr done to the Mııslim I ..n,L.r im 


—-— j ^‘^13 m tuc lurmauon 01 ine inlerim Government. 

\\ as Lord Mountbatten s habit, he started work in frıdia vvith a 
,aj! ^ n an( ^ gtandiose publicity. He got dovvn to his duties full of 
rive and uanted to discharge the responsibility entrusted to him in 
t e s^ortest time. He wanted a place in the history of the sub-continefit. 
f ? time he retired as the hrst and last foreign Governor-General 

Ltory P bLk^ t 0 f n Hindu e 7 H r - taİ r ly gaİnC<l ^ gl ° ry h * * 0U # I * T ^ 

rpm m ı 1 . . J n dıa but our pages of history w ! al^ayf 

inos on ^.rrv lly t0r İ1İS P art in tlle infliction of untold suHer- 


inps on m, .ol- 1 “ V " ls pare ın tne ıntlıctıon ol untoin surıcı- 

everforgettheRaT I ff ^°P ar<J,sin g Pakistan’s vital interests. Can »e 

anri .u. 6 o . ,Naaclltte Award, which rhanrTiarl cf- i !-*<-« İn 41 nıorfîen*, 


,r £et the RarM'ir a 1 o > «MMdn s vııaı m teres e». v - 

and the KasKi-i ■ - C 1 , ? ^ vaı *d, vvhich w as changed at the last moment, 
we? r P r ° em » seeds of which he sovved? Hovv can 
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insiders” that the Parti ti 
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r feı 


. parent to us "ınsiüers tnat tu e Martıtinn of 

en > l be W e nlırf "r * hp p rinci 

° r [ ' w h i c İt j m ı c f “ nn t i tu ı nns - ;md fr n m whk h 


,clinı> a J fl f^~trr.over nmeıı t, the Aefacto and de ime rulers of India. 

ZJ e, the Müslim leadership was faced with an 
tst> Jj | l( , çüvision of India on the above basis obviously 

lUte f Îe cut"Tng up of our majority provinces of Bengal and Punjab, 
1 hreest and richest of the provinces of India m vvh.ch he 
' he , ° ronstituted an overall majority. I knovv how d.sappomted 

: 3 £E*-. 


11 


*■ <*** “rs of efcellent por. facHide, and s.udded 






XlîVnd .hridng indus.nes 

j„ w . Müslim populatıon o H P« “» • > blow 

ıvklmingly „o„-Mud,m. T^e »» of Calcu , ^ ^ 

but it was unavoıdable. Sinıtlarly, , f ^ were lQ erour f ree - 

Punjab were to be cut off on the s , n a id.e-Azam ende av- 

d>m and establish a homeland for o p P pxistin q f o rm . Ali 

o ured his utmost to ret aın the provınc^ ^ıı U mun~hr could 

fc pressure »hich he could “, d „ and fe Working Com- 

™ • “mhe r g »e,« comioced £^3 

‘he land strict honesty would be obser J e ^ whic h was contiguous 
«hich the Muslims were ın a majority 
a Mııslim-majority area, would be gıven 






m I ,.j ıı : n their power and devimi 

Qaid-e-AzamandhisPad;ty and experience 

means with their collectıvc mge ; these eftorts 


nu CA r^* > ere not 

“tcttus w im tucıı . , ı f fhese ertoı ^ 3 » 1 

that they could for their future tas ^ ^ g it had 

entirel-- _ c 1 mmfl ot the nri ı __ n re 


__y successful. The nıind ° * ■ ® * r t u e ir plan as P reSt ” 

to he Parti t km, it had to he on the :>asıs ; ., __„,-wten of - 

4.1 « i 1 . ' /- 


Ced hv 




r mir Vicerov and Governor-Geneı 

Şhich w as known as the P^n o Jöne 

1 I . » ' 


basis ol tneır * f Burana, 

rai, Earj Mountbattcn 

_ a -t * 

I 947' 
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aront to us “insiders 
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that «V parti Han of 

nsIi p 1 nnf * nrvn - 

-~ wh i c. h 



^v.mmentj ne -:-77 

.... „ „ deviate, the Müslim leadership was faced wıth an 
^joUuıgja-^-— - f lndia on the above basıs obvıouslv 

, ro dicament. iv naa ; or îty provinces of Bengal and Punjab, 
«İiıt the cuttıng up the provinces of lndia in which the 

*» lar ? est ln d overall nıajoritv. 1 knovv hovv disappointed 

i* Calcutta Musl.mswere at theprospcc f J |tjes and studded 

»d prosperous c.tv b°^'"g heavy a P nd light. Calcutta at the 

»ith bıg and thrıvıng ı - ’ ner çent. The nıajoritv was over- 

,' lme W a Müslim populatıon 0 24 1 terrib|e blow 

«htlnıingly ,j« fak of B«g,l »d 

but İt ıvas unav^dab e. Sım larly , f w£ were to t our free - 

Punjab " ere to be cut off on the s n r1.wl-e-A7.am ende av- 

d.m and establish a homeland for ° ; _P ; P their mdsting fo rm Ali 

ou red his utrnost to ret a ın the pr .—,1 the ar m,ments he could 

thepressure vvhich he could exercı‘ ]e ader aıld hif Working Com- 

muster \vere of no avail. But our gı<~c nartitioning 

nuttee, of which 1 was a member, were convınced that 

tbe land strict honesty ıvould be observed and not c t - ous 

«hicb the Muslims vvere in a majority and "h.ch "as contıgu 

' Muslim-majority area, would be gıven to n . 

ti 11 ; tU^\r no w er and devised ways 
Qajd-e-.\zam and his Paı ty dıd a, n _ - erience to «rest ali 

ad means with their collective ıngenu ) ‘ F ,, e ffoıts ' vere not 

hit they could for their future homeland—bu If it had 

Btırely successful. The mind °f the ^'' 7 'heir . a as p rese nted by 
i be Partition, it had to be on the hasıs^ ^dntbatt*» of Burma, 
•oeir Vicerov and Governor-Geneıal, E 
w hich was knovsn as the Plan of June 3. ,347 ' 

* . I I l n-’t 1 * *jsk m - . fa 'i£S& 
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In accordance vvith this Plan, two Bounda 
to be set up, one to deal with the partition of 

. . ı . 1 ^ _D_1 1 ı 



y c 0 


IT tnıi ss 


*°ias 


on °‘ the p un * r™ 

with the partition ot Bengal and also the senar b aritl th 
Assam. Each Commission vvould comprise a Sylhet C r 

members, t\vo nomınated by the Congress and tvvoT™* ^ hC 
League. >' th e M üs | *’ 


Both majör political parties consented to the appoi 
Cyril Radclifte as Chairman of both Commissions. The^u^/ ° f Sir 
mission consisted ol Justice Mahajan, Teja Singh, Din Moh^ 
Münir. The other Commission vvas manned by Justices Akranı 
Rahman, C. C. Biswas and B. K. Mukerjee. These Commissio 
according to provisions ot the Plan, vvere instructed to denıarcate the 
boundaries of the Punjab and Bengel on the basis of ascertaining the 
contiguous majority areas of Muslims and non-Muslims and also to 
take into account other tactors. It was clear from the wording of the 
instructions that th e prime consideration before_the Commissinr^_ wat 
to be 'contiguous majorit v areas of Mıısi i. ms_and n on-Muslinas’ an d 



‘ other factors’ v vere on İ v to he a snhsidiary ronsideration. Neither as 
regards Bengal nor the Punjab were the members of the Commissions 
able to reach agreement. It vvas, therefore, finally agreed by the 
members of the Commissions that the Chairman, Sir Cyril Radclifte, 
should give his avvard. 



Radcliffe, a Judge of the Britislı High Court, reported to be an 
honourable and able man, free from bias, a Britisher vvho had no 
concern vvith the inner vvorkings of the Government ol lndia and the 
existing political parties of lndia, vvas naturally taken at his lace value. 
It did not take the Qaid long to discover the true Radclifte vvho allovve 
hinıself to be influenced by Mountbatten in gitting avvay certain con 
tiguous areas of Muslini majority in the Punjab— parts of GurS âSP 
and_Eicûzpur—to l ndia vvhiclı y ave her a passage to Kashnıir th at s 

daim, and thus sovved the seeds of tr ouble betyvJL el * 
lndia since Part.i.tjpn. 


ur 


Hovv could an honest and upright man like the Qaid suspect t ha 
the vvords ‘other factors’ carried, vvhen tvvisted, a sinister meaning* 
Hovv could he have ever inıagined that the vvords vvould be util' se 
by an ‘honourable barrister’ and judge for handing över contigu° us 
Muslini-majority areas of Firozpur and Gurdaspur distıicts to Hindu 
ln dia to ensure for it a roadvvay to Kashmir ? It vvas cönsidere» 
unthinkable for an honest Englishman to do such a dishonourable p» ece 
of vvork. Yet he did it. When the Avvard’s publication vvas de ayed 
beyond the scheduled date, we began to vvorry. W e vvere tohl thW 
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,vas being brewed m Radcliffe's stills. R umour 
__ t , vvar d which was ready vvas in the process of beina 
thît f C Moun tbatten’s dırectıve. And when the Avard was 
i» 1 d un^ d (V | 1<lt we had heard turned oııt to be correct. 

^ il Tl 11 i 1 b " 
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T|l ro0 f is necessary to establish that Radcliffe was 

|^ at 0,1 the Bench ol His Majesty’s High Court of 
vorthy L \ e up C ]\A n ot decide the case entrusted to him on 


i shaÜ r^P r( 


d [fie High 


i t } ıat he did not decide the case entrusted to him on 
H u ' lU1,T ^e e q U ity, intellectual honesty or in accordance with the 
merih İ u:> 1C ı’ es w hich vvere clearly laid down in the terms of reference 
{»ro*»P r o( j uce t he opinions of two of our own distinguished judges 

Conrt who were appointed by the Qaid-e-Azam to the 

, lt ^ |L J* * A " | 

»jdiband Bengal Boundary Commissions, namely Mr. Justice Moharn- 
^Munirand Mr. Justice S. A. Rahman, respectiveiy. I a m grateiul 
_ tbem for their kind permission to do so. 

I give belovv relevant portions from Mr. Justice Munir’s version 
and vie\vs in regard to the notorious Radcliffe Award: 

"Durin^ the discussions, the Chairman also hinted that the report vvhich 
ıvould be submitted to the Govemor-General vvould be his ovvn report and 
ttat no report bv a Member would be sent up. This was contrary to the 
terms of our appointment and we vvere to realise its significance onlv vvhen 
three days later an amendment to the Indian Independence Bili vvas introduced 
b the House of Conamons nıaking the report ot the Chairman the report 
of the Commission. . . . Having been deprived ot the right to judge and 
'ote, the members laad been reduced to the position ot advocates ot 
ihe parti es. Our reports vvere not to be a part of the proceeding> 
and \vere mere vvastepaper to be tbrovvn away by the Chairman, if he so 

ı&ed— •,. jğl I m 

E “Gurdaspur District cime up first. It was Müslim majority area and, 
iherefore, ifa district vvas to be taken as a unit, the vvhole of ıt had to go to 
Pakistan. But if vvhat Mountbatten had stated about this District ın 



Press Conference of Jurıe 4 vvas right and the District lıad to be par 


4 


his 
tioned, 

[ite Pathankot Tehsilcould, as suggested by the Müslim League, be 
from h and joined with the contiguous non-Muslim area. Shakargar ^ 

onl .V a Muslini majority area but also a physical entity, wıtı te 
e ^sterrı bourıdary and could not conceivahl) be sp it up. 

“ T be function of the Commission vvas to separate the cc'ntıguoi'^M^ ^ 
Uon-Muslim majority areas and not to di\ i e P 10 P b back\vard 
Us >n.ess assets or to separate the intellectually cev ^ °P tlıere lav the 
are ^. İn fact in the figures relied on by the non- ^ l^ oS \ lor a century 
stron gest argument for the partition ot the countıy. wea lth of the 

i iKe Muslims had been exploited by the non-Mus ım ' Q jp fbe Muslims 
non-Muslims in Lahore represented the sweat and ition that the 

it vvas w itli a view to doing away with this inecju 
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, n [ 0 rmatioa, vvcre communicated to hini över the tel 
.joık'^V Jjjforrnation so supplied was rccluced to vvriti 


thjt the - ‘ 

İK ^Jirdto that information, the Tehsil ol lerozcpur and Zira had - comfr 

And this is preciscly what Sir Cyril meıtfioncd to me when 
fi> P 3 * 1 him. Hovv in it then that tlıesc Ichsils w<».nt ind:-. *.ı._ 


ng, 


t*'n mu- and 


fV ievvea ıu«»*« — - -.- werıt to lı\dia in thc 

1 ' dİİİ> urıcctl on tKc 1 7t 1 ° Au S ust? TKe (>n, y cxplanation possildc is 

"* Cvr il altered thc Avvard sorne time bctwcen thc 8th and ı 7 th (»I 

, m.-,.., w. ir; ı» 


* ^j r (jyrli alU-ievı Wi.v. «»"**■ ''Vinvvıı IHI. oııı 

t,al - w hen he \vas in New Delhi. İt is also clcar that hc of his ovvn accord 
' U 'ld not makc the alteration as he must have knovvn that the original 
*° u d had been communicatcd to Sir livan Jeııkins and no Iresh arguments 
<*rt addressed to him after thc 8th to persuadc him to alter his decision. 
The irredstible inference, therefore, is that he must have been prevailed 
K. I ord Mountbatten to make the desired alteration. 

UpOR ^ 



I 


“Further there is intrinsic evidence to show that this part of the Avvard vvas 
not the result ot an honest endeavour to arrive at a just decision- 


Did he not play politics when he stated in this part of the Avvard that it 
v ould be in tbe interest of neither State to cxtend the territorıes of the West 
Punjab to a strip on the far side of the Sütle] ’, when these strips were desenbed 
bv Kını in the same paragraph of the Award as the area in vvlııch not ınconsı- 
derable* Müslim majorities are found. And had he not been told earlıer 
that the joint control of canals svhich he advocated in this paragıapı wa 
out of the nuestion and not a matter vvithin his scope ? And lastly could 
not a joint control be suggested for the other tvvo canals that take oft from 
the Ferozepur Headvvorks by giving at the same time, effect to t te con ı ö uo 
nujority priaciple in. favour ol the Muslims? 


m, 

<iti ı /- i n . w ıs iı not a Müslim majoritv area. 

Take novv the Gurdaspur Dıstrıct. wa. ıı . . . 11 t u: s 

True, the majority of the Muslims here 'J as T ehsil had been 

majör i ty have automatically risen appı eeıab y t 1 n-mellinn faclors 
,, .1 and joined to Jia? And then what «ere 

^pattition Shakargarh, » ,t ntaior physlcal feature, «he 


»ar t it i on Shakargarh., a Müslim majority > 'm- , feature , the 

bad to be parti tioned vvhy not adopt as basıs the majm p y- ^ rributary 
havi, but choose as the boundary line neither the rneı n ı s tbe p U njab 

(Ujh rîver) but the western branch of this stream \s veıc ; n tended to be 

1-rovinceTfrom «he State of Kashmir?' W» Curtbspu. m.ende 

''acrificed suitably to a desire to connect Indıa wıt a 7 ;.. ; 


E^pressing his vievvs on the demarcatioıı of the ‘ ^ j uSt j ce 
^ es t and East Bengal and Assam as then cons ı u 


f^hrnan 


■ . 


t L 


- 1 


\vrites : 

• t h him (Radcliffe) 

With regaı-d to F.ast Bengal proper, n\our ^'^^Tboundary further east 
w ‘- got the impression that he vvas inclined to x ] a e should pro- 

r >f the R.ver Mathabanga. He vvas obsessed w iththe 1 *^ ioia s vvith regaRl 
'ide a KinterLınd to Calcutta for VVest Bengal. " 









I ■ 





T® ■ %' , 

usticc Mohamca Münir*s anide “Days to Rcmcmber 
in i»s ivsuct. of June 2 2 2j, an«l 24, i 9 6 4 - 
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P , and West Bengal were finished at Calcutta. For the 
ÎO a- „ Svlhet and CacKar, we journeyed to Delhi wher e We 
7 ga fitl S discassions. While surting Iron, Calcutta, | had w riu ^ f "r 
,he . „L the necessity for Hxing the Fas. Bengal bcnuulary a, i", ,'? <T 

l K Ma& ,K “ * ™" y “* m y 


rj The boundary along that River. 


I had arg 


ue d with him that since he was giving the whole of Bara* 


«t Mfh- 


division to West Bengal for the benefit of Calcutta, he should, on si m i| a r 


Lskleradons, give us Jalpaiguri and ca.chment arca of the Tcesta R iver , 
,e„ interest of the integrity of the river system of Fast Bengal. He di,l 

agree to this suggestion, 



m 
not 


“With regard to Sylhet and Cachar, the position was, as 1 had argued with 
hini at Delhi, that Karimganj and Badarpur areas of Sylhet were Muslim- 


and tlıere \vere three Hindu-majority Tharıas to the south 


oTthenv adjoining the East Bengal border. Tlıese Thanas vvere, hovvever, 
ıpletelv surrounded by Muslim-majority areas and I contended that they 

J t 1 ■ 1 _.in f rifnnlıt._ 


comı 


would conıe to us by geographical conıpulsion. I clarified the situation 
by reference to ıııaps' which he had got prepared. Sir Cyril at that time 
nıade the renıark: ‘I don’t see any escape fronı this conclusion’. He 
, therefore, evidently of the opinion that my contention was acceptable. 


was 


“With reoard to Cachar, 1 had contended that the Hailakandi sub-division 
which adjoined the Sylhet district on the Fast, \vas a Muslim-majority area 
and should, therefore, be assigned to us. At that time he did not appear 
to be disinclined to accept this argument. 


lt When the Award was armounced, however, I was surprised to find that he 

had awarded the Muslim-majority areas of Karimganj and Badarpur to 

Bharat and only allowed the three non-Muslim-majority Thanas to us in 

Sylhet, with a small surrounding area. He thus deprived us of a big chunk ot 

the Muslim-majority area and, further, he did not give us an inch ol land 

out ot Cachar. To say the >east, this \vas a most surprising and unfaiı decision. 

What happened behind the scenes, 1 anı unable to say, but you can dravv 
your ovvn ccmclusions.”* 


Muslinas what belonged to th 


em 


• To bla at Nvas truly theirs and to the 

e ° rc ^ Mountbatten entirely 


w* 



H is letter to me dated September 


2 7 > 


> 9 . 










Radcliffe M UngtMntKis^haJ^ St ' Ce ^ Munir and Rahman ’ s viewS ° n 

to retain the impression thatVarM'ir ° " 0t Want interested countrıe , i 
strictly in accordance vvith the 1° ma ^ e ^ is Award honestly and 
common decency. Let not a BriC f mentar y ^ avvs of justice, equity or 
or believe sincerely, that British^ ^ toc ' a )'’ or years to come, say» 
Lct hım not think that Radcliffe .^. UStice is a hvays elean and unsullied* 
ol the sub-continent, that be treaLTh, an honest part in the partition 

xi,.T_ aUty ; that he g a « the Hindus ms and Hindlıs 0)1 a r °° tİng 
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t0 shift a part of the blame from Radcliff e > s lhoulde 

1.^1 no excuse or a judge of the British High Cou„ that V 
his-)' , bv the Vıcerov to do what he dıd. A judge, by 4." 

® the word, means a person who remains e 
* U '"'Lnces> above fear, influence or pressure. This i. „ vlcvv wltn 
ıffr IBn s ure, no Britisher today will he able to dilber and he will 
the role that Radcliffe played in making an unfair division of 

^nvo maj or Müslim Provinces of lndia. 

{He 

Anidea of the strong reaction of the Müslim, intelligentsia to the 
Radcliffe Award can be formed from the statement issued by 
the time of publication of the Avvard. 1 quote here an excerpt 
from the statement as it appeared in the Statesman of August 19, 

i 947 : 





t. 










i! m, ■ 


p' : ‘‘j| ıe j\ w ard is abominable. İt violates the fundamental principles 
of contiguous majority areas. İt is devoid of justice and Muslims have 

again been the sufterers”. 



p-jip’;' 

h-f 




Mv reaction at the time was, tvithout an element of doubt, the 
reaction of every politically-minded Müslim except, of course, the mere 
handful of Congress stooges and 'quislings\ The Britisher, known 
Eor his ability and integrity, had betrayed the Mus ım natıon. 
weighed the scales heavily on the Indian side. 
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So perverse was the Award that even Radcliffe himself seems to be 
conscious of the iniustice he was committing, as is evi ent 
folloNving passage in his report: “I am conscious tıat tıere are g 
^ate criticisms to be made of it (boundary Üne), as of any other 

that might be chosen. 1 have hesitated long över tlo ^, e n °^ ° 1 

iderable areas east of tbe Sütle] river and in the angle o the eas an 
w, tle] rivers in which Müslim majorities are found. But on t e w o , 
ıave come to the conclusion that it vvould be in the trııe ın ^ e 
R either State to extend the territories ot the West Punja to a^şr^® 
far side of the Sutlej and that there are factors such as t e ısr P 
.*° n railway Communications and vvateı* Systems that oug t, 

‘ttstance to displace the primary claims of contiguous majori 


Sutlı 

İh; 


1 



ce 


p I, 


■ ^-dclifte’s unfairness and partiality tor Hindu lndia is a so P 

ruling he gave on the different interpretations pu ( 
ı' )' : i eyj ^^ 01 " 1 s terms of reference in regard to Sylhet, name y, 

1 f the Referendum in the District of Sylhet resultmg m favoor 

malgamation with Eas te rn Bengal, the Boundary Commıss 
g ’^marcate the Mu s li m majorit)r areas Q f Sylhet District and 
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mıtîgoous Müslim ırnjority areas ol the adjoining District ? 
r(n Müslim membert of the Commission took th P ?. s _ ^ 


the 


ı \>m 


ınlssion M been given aııthority to detach fromT'* that tU 

nssaı » and 


^ ^ s am 


aiueh to lAst: Bengal any Müslim majority areas of any 
ıluu couhl bo desçribed as contiguous to East Bengal, s i nce t ? * 
strucd the Nvords “the adjoining Districts of Assam’’ as m J ■ C ° n ~ 
Distriots ol Assam that adjoined East Bengal. The Hindu ^ any 
held that the Commission’s power of detaching areas f ronı Ass^ 1 ^ 
transferiing tlıem to East Bengal was limited to the District of S 
and contiguous Müslim majority areas (if any) of other Districts of 
Usa m that adjoined Syllıet. Radclifle upheld the Hindu members’ 
vie\\ vv hiciv severely restricted the scope of reference to the Conırnis 
sion resıdting in loss to East Bengal ol the contiguous areas of Müslim 
majorit\ in Assam. |H[ 



mc 


l oı d Moııntbatten’s dubious conduct in regard to the announce- 
-im ol the Bound.ary Avvard given by Sir Cyril Radclifife was inspired 
bv bis aniıvvus against the Muslims and Pakistan. Il was, to say the 
İcas», un\vorthy ol a scion ol the British aristocracy. Both Campbell- 
Johnson, Mountbatten’s Press Attache, and Leonard Mosley have 
t es ti he d that Radclifle signed the Boundary Avvard on August 8 and 
su binitte d ıt the ıvevt day to Lord Mountbatten who,.however, did not 
announce ıt tıll after İndependence Day. It has now come to light 

tlUl t K ^ ,0N u no1 °* l * le Bunjab, Sir Evan Jenkins, left behind a sketch- 
map ıa\\n bv him on the hasis of conhdential information communi- 
cated to hım över the secraphone by Sir George Abell, the Viceroy’s 

becretary, hefore İndependence Day. The map 
boundarv. e Th°i' VnS ° Flr ° z F ,ur and Zira on the Pakistan side of the 

member of the C W.°. b) , Mr ' Mohanlrıled Munir ’ a 
p yblished on Anm ,^ , ı , ' the Avvard vvas snhseguent ly 

J Mjdhn~ u ^ • to vv 'TLİ2ad be e n avvarded lo India. t The 
Muslim-nvajnrit- y ^__ _JQrıties —and vvere contiguous to oth er 

perıod. There a re stronâ rr r n , in the interventji g 

p^ rsCTed oTTir ^c ted fL ~i^^ İS uİqj ^^ Mountbaften 

.în~iree pînğ~wi th 

Wİthho 'dÇ th V e e an 0t '**" 

uuences lf H / nt e P e nden C e Ha r * nnoun cement ol the Boun- 

“ it should have “>de ’ateS ^ disastrous conS ®‘ 

administmive measures’ to bTtak ^ -»»de ,° t Inde P endence P»>; 

^ıkhsoftheborderar^ç fr ta ken and fm -ki 1 P OSsı ble lor proper 
of seçurity. ^ ° m ° ve to zones Q f Sa c 6 Musl »ms, Hindus and 

s onve assurance 
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*0 cflüips^ İJ 

i*^". A„-ıın sauI : H ıs bottu to have and eninv a n; a „_r .1 




\ y» -03^& '»■«■»••. h« ,h„,: m * *» ** 

LUı I Lı d" n 11 ■■.- «- 


« :. | M>< * 1 '-'" '•'.’ „ betler for us to enjo> fret 

t"'Vııllor under ılıe yoke of slavery i 

kH'û . J - 

nıK \/ U 


' J\ [; ’ ' | A 

:■■ ■ ; 
1)W A 

*><a 

e tülü, v 
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l W) 


W*!* 


'i, 1 tiç 





düet in rmrftet (5 
Sir Cırilkl 
i Pato. Iı 

ili aistoa* 1 - ^,, 


, mauled and cut-up as 

Ireedom in the areas allocated to 

ıHor uııuv , j - - , in a united India ruled by the 

*** S » n j t he Qaid \vas right, a hundred times right, as subsequent 

lilt1l | l> eııts have, time and again, proven. Anyone who thinks 

Heves that he agreed to Partition in the manner it was carried 

^ H - 'hat he gave up Calcutta without a hard and persistent try, is 

all |l°mistaken or misgukkd The British were so disposed and poised 

ktthev wanted an excuse to hand över a united India to the Hindu 

Inmritv and quit. The Labour Government in Britain, for certaın, 

* opnoscd to Partition because of its bias for the Hindu s and also 

kcaul' it eonsidered Partition to be detrimental to British ınterests. 

Um il the last, Mr. Attlee’s Government resisted Partition as Mr. 

Attlee himself testified in his reply to a question put to hım by his r- 

Press Secretary, Francis Williams, in aT;l^^®A 
u , 9 „ f as follovvs: “We vvould have preferred a united India. We 

ıculd not get it, though we tried hard . 


d 


.! 



When Partition became inevitable and ^ 

mcmbrrs of the Working Commıttee oj re ^ |eaderfi in Bengal, 

' conironted with a situatıon created ) rhief Minister of Bengal. 
İH, S. Suhravvardy, vvho was at 1 he time c 1 t Bengal \vhich ran t 
He sponsored the idea of a united and ın C |^j stan . To our thinking, / 
eounter to the Müslim League s no J-*°^° * , nc j the Hindu Maha- 

, j t »as a elever trap laid by the vvily ( y ong misin „ the Muslims of ' 

I aabha to inveigle Suhravvardy into 11 ,7 ? „ with mest of the plums 
y^engal the moon 'coupled w itil nıilk and honey called up0 n 

\f Office throvvn in for good measure Suhra^r^ scheme as ,t 
h the Qaıd to desist Irom sponsoıing *^ uS ii m cause. Thereupo 
w °uld, be a suicidal move and harm obvious that ıf sU „ 

ile dropped the grandiose plan. To U ^ | ,] l0 constitute a * d 

Plan/eL accepfed, the Müslim, ff^oon^ be 
(^alloJed by the 4 6per çent Hmdus wh , lndia - s backmg^ 

hduc'^- " --jT-.^«miraUv advaneca. __t 


t >/ 




l'{| 



m i 

i f/f 

* .r.İ ' 


i'Vationally and economicaUy tdvanced^ 1 0 h «f n, P“ t ”* )n jl, 

:"oul d grind dovvn the Muslims first genU)^ ^ M uslm« ** 8 



grind clown mc - . 

• 4ri ^ery, then mercilesslv, creatmg 

^^onomic annilıilation and c l uaS1 
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t Hmes 
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# .. ■ 




oj India, 





ıo, 1960 . 
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Mr Suhrawardy was undoubtedly a good orgmiaer and he „ U(1 „ 
M b tribution to the buıldmg of the Müslim le— 



P*' İliç'i.. ıt* 




a significant con 

meıat in 
a re in 


a guc move- 


, n ı contriDULiuıı . . •, 6‘uov 

, a " I. But since he has m his memoırs, wh,ch i understand 

J 0 f publication, dealt vvıth his project of a umted a m f 
C0U1 SL r _11^ rpfpr t*o ıt aaaın to 


. rmır cp oı pUDiıccLtıuiL, v, . 1 . , and 

are m coı ı r am com pelled to refer to ıt agaın to keep the record 

S ° Ver t f gn The n möst significant point which emerges from his writing 
straıght. 1 n - Mr Suhrawardy would have us belıeve ı it was 

° n th 0Îd e e C -Aaam’s’ knotvledge and perınission that he conducted 
W ıth Q aıa s t chandra Bose ot Bengal. To my knovv- 

negotiatıons wı ic no tsupportedby anythingonrecordanywhere. 

ledge, thıs J°pf e ti me J P m0st of the All-India Müslim League 

Again, durıng t esneciallv during the lifetime of Mr. 

Lia^at Ali Khan and Khwaja Naz naudd' ieclaring 

criticised by the former, d.d ™ önce de y frien | 

in public that his negotıatıons w.tlı Sarat Uvanor. 
had the blessings of the Qaıd-e-Azam. 



y.> vC 

! M? 

* , dur" 1 ! 

tfb * t0 

> ıs V to 

„e. 1 

J»ro5p e ,' if t 

>P 'to 

\ the apP 0 



. ı • ı • a nnfair to the Qaid when he records 

Mr. Suhrawardy ıs unkınd and unfaır O and nothi 

that “he accepted the verdıc of RadcIıHe m ^ J 


that he acceptea ine vcıu^t ^ nos ; 

could be done about it”. Thıs is a strange way of putt.ng1‘he p 

tion. What he means by the words ın advance ıs a İH 

n ^ ^ .1 1 -k İl: 


tıon. W hat he means uy uıc R,, m d\rv 

The appointment of Sir Cyril Radcliffe as Chaırman of the Bounda| 

Commissions was agreed to by both the Congress an gf 

and it was part of the Partition Plan that the Commıssıo 
demarcate the boundaries. The t\vo parties, the Congıess an 
Müslim League, who had approved the Plan undertook to accep 
hndings of the Commissions. Were it not so, the whole i eao j i 
appointment of the Commissions would be reduced to absurdıty. 
the case of sharp difference of opinion betıveen the Hindu and Mus ıın 
members, it \vas naturally for the Chairman to give his verdict whıc 
had to be accepted by both the parties. What alternative had an 
honourable gentleman like the Qaid but to honour his undertakmg 
to accept the Award? 1 have always said, and avill continue to impress, 
that the Qa,d was above ali else, an honourable gentleman and a clean 
poıtıuan. And he had no respect for unclean men. politicians oı 


othervvise. 


The partition of the Puni-ıK ı .-il 

attitude of the Sikh leadershi^ & S ° necess ‘tated bv the suic'da 

r ... ^ 15 sm p. Iheiı- 1 . , J _a. Cim a 


di.Lu.uue oı ine aiKn İeadershin Th^; ı u ) u 

Conference which met under Lo - \ \A/" V ° e during the First Smı 

talks which preceded the Mountbatten''n' T June 2ç ’ I94Ç ’ and thC 
are now a part of history. H 0w thev eclara tion of June 3 , 1947 ’ 
and how their leaders acted as «ı-«İ_ PP OSe d the creai i^n Paki 


eve 


t his Cahit 
Lders and ass' 
Lv tair d ea ' • 
•;\vas ev en p 
tir o\vn w iti 
ffltonomous i 


No less ^ 

fininiscenceı 
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how their leaders acted as stoL^^T^ 1 the Cr eation of Pakistan 

rybody The game they weve persuaded 1° C ° n ^ ress »s knovvn to 
creatıon of Pakistan impossible or to put f ür V ay . Was to make the 

their absürd denıand 
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jf Pakistan was to be conceded to the Musli m nat i^| 
• 1e of contiguous areas of Müslim majority. The Sikhs 
Lte a majority contiguous area. It must be said, how- 
c ° nS 1 we re not alone in the game they were being made to 


rinOp 



3 k î;tT i 


BL 






that th were some otber stooges of the Britis'h and Hindus; a 
Âj. Tb f^ s li mS and some members of Scheduled Caste were also 
f„up le of . 1 j U eve l best to prevent the birth of Pakistan. 

1 I Jnrîna this cı-itical period that the Qaid-e-Azam endeav- 
, . best to persuade the Sikhs to see reason, not to press tor a 
El!te but to ioin hands with the Muslims and share their gocd 
y fortune• He guaranteed them ali the fretdom that they wanted 
or , sure( l them a life free from fear of overlordship, a life of peace 
«d prosperity. But they refused to see reason and accept the han o 
triendship tvh'ich was being offered to them on behalf of the Muşum.. 
With the P approach of Indeperdence, Liaqat Ali Khan had several taife 
with his Cabinet colleague, Baldev Sıngh. Mr. Jınna me 
leaders and assured them that if they joined us, they would receıve a 
veryfair deal. İn the later stages, i.e., on the eve of Independence 
he \vas even prepared to concede to the Sikhs a sma ome , 
their otvn tvithin the borders of West Pakistan vvhereın t ey c °u 
autonomous in the day-to-day life and administratıon of the 

No less a person than the °Oaid-e-Azam ^had^made an 

teminiscences published in 19 59 that he Q account 

offer of a SiJstate about the time of Mount- 

ofhisnıeeting with the Qaid-e-Azam at a ,nnL S’ <r e s ' vv ere m de by 
batten, the Maharajah says: "Talks started and agree 

^ r - jinnah for practicallv everything kin e hased on the idea oi 

to his plan. There were two aspectb—oncw nl j nuS oneor tvvo 

kajasthan and the other one lor a Sıkh ta t u |j not accept either 

distrîcts in the South. 1 told Mr. Jinnah that ' Mr . Jinnah to 

of his two proposals. Tvvo d>ys lal " - " , h d te a at his resıdeııce 

l^ve tea with fam. 1 accepted and wenl »d ^ A „ Khan came 

h New Delhi. After about hali an hou, Mn J s as tho5 e * had 
discussions began very ımıc t on ı in OU r vieWS , t t j u , 

hvo nights before S We again the critic.sm^ 

Unbiased observer, therefore, " ou * e anl ] concıhate ■ . 

Müslim Leaaue did nothing to ı «rith th e stl PP ort 

. , . Sikhlead rs.elated^ . t liite „ to 

Master Tara Sıngh anc t | ıe Cong reSS ’ 

t °i' the Hindu and Sikli follower 
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n and rı'fıısed u> «* wh»t appeAird to l„ ,,u„, u , 

u il II I A w o. . d I i * 


rt 

m 

no r 


n amı ıo»«. 1 > . .' ,uı <% m < v . m i 

imK-a peıson. fhey would Have no »niı-k «vtth the Mu»li m ı’, 

, r ,1u! ıluo w anı •' *l>.uv in Pakistan, They cvcn ıvent t» , hl . *'***' 


nor UHl un ' . I II 'lir (> v ı 

of onmK dockıring that; (Hey nere basleally Hindu», I < ht 

. s I . . v . V 1 I I \ (Ilı» I I İ Mi /1 t Mİ i I M / / 111 /U / VI N.L , .» I \ I 




Ol OlHUiv v.vv 't* I ’ I I* 1 

roporl w hich appeared in the Hlmlustun I ımcs of New İMİ 

> k ı < t I I _ . _ .Atılalı Kıil ( iti 1 t V l k k I t M I k'i ı i I ı in I * . . I I 



l'iolo İn un 


repon "v\ .<>n March 

r , 947 : “Sikhs »re muclı berter organ ısrıl anıl ıııuch better arme 

• Al _ I:_A l.'rı» Alilini (İlUı' İliktV İ’hı'V ll.tvıs İli.i... ... . 


ç, ..; . » . ,, . ."'*'*=* ^rnrıecl 

thm the Musliltis. l-oı ,,,no nmN l * u > have beni preparing Fot 

ir Higheı* British oflicials ol the, Punjab Cıovemnıeni tolcl me that il 

thev have ti' Hu e & sımilar movement Irom the Sikhs,, they would have 






me\ iKi'i hava »« -.. -— • — - ’ i --j vvould have 

four times more trouble. H any sudı movement began, it would 

develop tpıickly into communal rioting-” And, before long, 

the movement started by the Sikhs did develop into ‘communal 
rioting On the eve of Partition, they vvorked hand in glove with 
the Hindu Congress to yield »vs little as possible both in territory and 

in assets to Pakistan. I 


İV 6 

rS ^ 

I/ . n 

f .otat 5 

mr 


i 








Qaid-e-Azan\ told me: “The Sikhs are not in their senses. By 
the ir ıınvvise attitude they are applying the axe to their o\vn shins. 
Wait and see vvhat happens after Hindu India and Müslim Indıa 
become tvvo independent nations. The Hindus, önce they are com- 
fortablv settled down, will turn on the Sikhs and it will only be a 
matter of time before they cease to be an important, separate and 
influential community. The Sikhs \vill then rue the day but it \vill 

be too late.” 


f 

Ere to * 
t&t Mou 


ı 


The Qaid died on September 11, 1948. How proplıetic vvere his 
vvords! In the early years ol Independence, the Congress-Sikh honeY- 
moon was just too lovely to describe. But sometime thereafter, 

__ _• 1_^ i* i . 1 r ıi_\ 4 ıcFpr 


15 it i 
Sfountb 
Mth th 
^ tim 

tor w; 
Wvi 

We ( 


sprang misunderstanding and suspicion on the part of the Master 

Saheb and his iollovvers. The Sikh not te ‘ ‘ 1 



^ r vı m. v ■ V-/ 1 l V-/ İL L 1 1 w JI ^ v ~ 

-- The Sikli, not too fanıed in the sub-continent 

tor foresight, began to öpen his eyes ıvide and use his brains to appre- 

clat j ho lıac ' ' or hımsell in for; lıoıv he had, vvitlı his own hands, 
axed his two legs. But it was too late. The Sikh dream of freedom 

“t 'Th V*' °PP° rtun yy w “h the Indian Hindu did not come to 

vince to'safepuarfftiv .^‘î 00 * , İn their demand for a separate pro- 
being recognised as ft, e p'roHn ' Tt economic 'nterest, vvith Punja ' 
people on the wrona pa tK at .'?• • aı ?§ ua § e * Leaders who led the 
today, loııdest in their protes^^^^ ^ uncture ha their historv aıe, 

discrinıination. 
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S MASTER OR.. 




of assets 

u - . . ^ u ecwee 

a Partitıon Council Was Set 


f-T£R the ac ceptance nf l 

by the Muslin-, T r J the Mounth-ıH^ m r 

îts and liabiliti es L k a i Ue anr] the ConoreJ ‘n ° f Ju ," e 3 ’ ' 947 ’ 

. . betrvveen p->ı- «. n § less » the work of division 

•- Tf,, CoU " Cİl 'vas set “4^ a " d India was undertaken W 

attempt at strangulating Pakistan w £u ’" ) “ tİC J e and the deliberate 
tacıt support from Lord Mountbu w Hmdus aimed at - received 
legitimate share. In everv division of . g ° tmuch less th an our 
share to rvhich slıe was entitled Th aSSetS> ,ndla 8 ot more than the 
that Mountbatten’s attitude was theTsul/ St” certai ," circles 
to appoint him as the Joint Governnr r °ı 9 n d ,' e ’ Azam s retusal 

™ J vjO'ernor-General of Pakistan with India 


It is olten lıeard that Oaid-p-A*»™ j . 

H r A , r ‘ V e A ^ am a gteed to appoint Lord 

Mountbatten as the fırst Governor-General of Pakistan and fail in line 
vvith the Indian decision to do so. I can categorically state that at 
no time was such a proposal discussed in the Working Committee 
nor was it discussed in conversations with the Qaid’s confidants. 
Knotving the Qaid as we did, it is difticult to believe that he could 
nave considered such a proposal. The reasons are as follows: 


(i) We \vanted to be separatcd from India; w e \vanted to be a 

^parate sovereign State. In view ol tHis glaring iact, how could we 

W accepted a common Governor-General, something unprecedented 

in history? What need was there for the Qaid to give an impression 

^ the world that the Partition ol India vvas just a temporary ph a e 

‘ h « history of Muslini India and that ere long India and Pakistan wou 

Ca g a >n united and that Lord Mountbatten was there to sta - y u g 
c he ‘‘ ı. , ,ı . t-n whıch ne 


cool 


»ce„ rd .-“ :İn S off ” Period and to undo the 

d, hg to his own confession, opposed from the very i 


He s k 2 ^ ^y, of alI persons, should Mountbatten ha heavily 

Vd a,J along, lack of sympathy for us an ıs 1 f ^ and his 
C d m kvour of SLi:* NTûkln Lho was a close frıond ot n ^ 


'"ife , n ' av °ur of Pandit Nelıru who was a close 

n d _ , , , , , orrenl 



"•* eji ranaıı iNenru wuv , , u i 

° m whom Lord Mountbatten accepte ö 

'■ 1 m « ‘ ; 
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262 so foolish as to accept Mount- 

, , d oors. Would «e b^e be ^ ^ bacUgroun d of prejudice 

batten as joint Go J fj| 

against us. Qaid vvould have accepted 

) Wasi t p^ ibl V 0 Go«rnor-General’s first Prime Minister? 

service und " sd ‘ sire and ambition, would heh declined 

lf thiS ^ Government of indin a, a Mmıser? Wo“ ^ ^ 

':’ terl ;r of Prime Ministership o Ind» o» «= not . If he were 

demrnds of M-M» ^ ’l, d he not have sought 
an ambitious man m the anos He was no t the average 

Office and traded hıs hi h er and his sentıments nobler. 

man in this respect. H.saımsvve S 

fVneral like Lord Mountbatten 
(+ ) Under a common Govern ^ elation s between the Congress 
it W as inevitable, keepmg m vıevv - c onfronted on almost 

Ind the Müslim League, that he t- Cabinets> the indi» 

every issue vvith conflıctıng ad b) ^ pakistan Cabinet another- 
Cabinet urging hım to act one " ) , f re quentlv led to crisıs. It ıs 

an anomalous position ıvhıch "' ou Mou mbatten vvould have pre- 
obvious vvhich Cabınet s advıce L ( he wouW have spent 

ferred. Moreover, as Joınt Govern wo uld have 

less time in Karachi than m Delhi. In the atter pb Nehru 

been near Mr. Nehru vvith vvhom he had close^^ ^ ^ ^ 

detested the very ıdea ol Pakistan. One f f ( e - 

these circumstances Pakistan s interests vvould ^ b P een 

judiced, in fact her very cxıstence as a separate e ) ^ fo| | ow . 

jeopardised. Even a British vvrıter, lan Stephens, exp that 

ine vievv: “As early as Jııne some Leaguers had come to su p 
Lo § rd Mountbatten in his dual role vvould sub-conscmus vor ^ 
vvise, load the dice against Pakistan because of the Irıendshp 
formed vvith leading Hindus”.* Thus, he could not be expected 
look after the interests of a country whose very creatıon was a 
to him. A Britisher as Joint Governor-General would have P r0 J e ^ 
the image of one İndia and of Pakistan as a British dependency 
vvould have vvorked to its serious detriment. 

The events vvhich followed in the vvake oi the creation ot P jj 
completely vindicated the choice of the Qaid-e-Azam as Govern 
General. Never was a State brought iııto being under more unprop 
circumstances and never did a people tace greater danger and ad\e rS .■ 
They vvould have broken dovvn under the vvell-planned blovvs aı a 


1 lan Stephens: Pakistan 


. 




M 


Scanned by CamScanner 










I l„)Mİ« ı But thcre wu tlı® Q.ıid-t‘ A/am t<> 
mg it(1 ,a ^ luviıu İble falth, tioıırag* and detmnination. 
1^% lW xX ssl[h ı ı^joU ('xample rallted the peopie and revived 
catt ‘ . , t ,. | M ,|| ıu » (o t-om:iTtc;d and dedicated efforts 
tU ^ t>( ,||a|yso and paved tlıe way lor its consoii- 


^İ^' l ' sU ' n 

ıl# ,v 


W> 


■ j 11S aivcn, I irust llıis idle and nonsensical talk 
lo' îo " ol ‘‘‘ InıordieiH'talslup bcing offered to Mountbatten 

a... tirsi Cıou mu ı ı 


tl 

ili İH' lau ual. 


T oint w hich demands attenlion lor clearance concerns 
* I**’» »occptancr ol' the (lale ol' transfer of power on ı 4 th 
, ,T.h A**. .‘.47. This near date vvas, in fact, forced upon us. 
r Hobson s choice. The Qaid and mır represcntatıves, Lıaqat Alı 
Khar» and Ahdur Rab Nishtar at tlıeir respeetive levels, endeavoured 
ıhfir utmost to have the date ol transler delayed. We pleaded that the 
tiıuo betavcen June 3 and Aııgııst 1 ç vvas too short lor such a transfer 
»itinvolved many prolılems, some ol the m of gigantic proportions, 
«hichhad to be solved before the transfer coıdd be properly efteeted. 

\ tair and equitable distribution ol assets had to be made. The defence 
İorces with tlıeir armour ete., had to be correctly divided and given 
time to be posted in their respeetive countries. Besides these, a hoşt 
ol other important matters had to be settled to the satislaction of both 
successor States. But \ve were presented by Lord Mountbatten and 
his officers vvith just one answer and tlıat vvas: “Sorry, one of the 
essential points of the Plan is the transfer ol povver on August i y. On 
1 s > there can be no change of mind”. 

offi • WaS ^ le un derlying reason for this stubbornness is not 
^ ! a y knovvn but one can hazard a shrevvd guess. Lord Mountbatten 
W i t J^, ea 2 ue wit h India’s Pandit Nehru. They had planned a campaign 
b y p-iyj İC ex P ect ed to win majör victories on the Partition Iront 
^ich ^ 1 a ^ İStan no t ™ e to °rganise herself and her Government 
çivi] e f. t> ^ t0 assembled in bits and pieces from the Muslini 
»ıılitary servants spread ali över the sub-continent. 2 

the viab*L ü P^ an appeared to be in line vvith. G.D. Birla s vvriting 
' Vas publisK Pakistan which was given the vvidest publicitv and 

e sonıe months before June 3, 1947. 









t C) ^; )U T baUen which convinceıl us that he could not be Pakistan s friend, 
Slde ^ our the assets ^ the nineteen Ordnance factories ali s.tuated on the 

j SV- -Cr, and of the Bengal Government’s well-equipped press. 
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, . fluestior» of Pakistan’s viability WdS n< > 
ıe tfıinking on 1 I c i rc les. The aim ol the Intlian Congress 
British Gove J‘ nn d 1 j sor der immediately after Independençe 
to creatc as mue J , bringing to an early end the freshlv 
as possible as it w0ll ' d pa ^ is P taI1< The^Indian Government held back 
born Müslim State ot ‘ ‘ R e serve Bank of India amounting to 

1 1 _ _ •• I ■> « I ^ «I aa w I W A A 


was 


üt/u 1 1 T , , . ııı rnf w - 

the assets ot Pakistan ^ thrott l e d our newly launched State. 

1 1 1 • . 1 _ i. I ^ M rlhl U rı J X _ 


över fiftyfive crores anu aım ı ar j na that Mr. Gandhi had to 

The inequity of this move » g>» ^ of India t0 honour its 

° f " “ SH ba ‘ anCeS - 


The mass killin? follovved by f Jopt 2 ^ 

from botlı countrıes, also ha a para )^ 8 h t he most inhuman 

Government. Was Birla's prophecy exect,ted^ ^ 

vveapons ot an undeclared vvaı, ı d g u t they torgot in 

certainly vvished hard and praye * mernatural Being vvho pre- 
their intoxication, the «istence o e P lndia t0 succeed 

sides över the destiny ot mankmd. ffedıd no from 

in her desıgns—and slu dıd no . to Allah has not had to 

the terrible crisis foisted upon her an , a ’k Pakistan at 

look back again. The India-Mountbatten plan to vvreck 

its birth and to re-absorb her ınto India faile 


I shall end this chapter by narrating aninterestıng ’ an Cricket 
took place in the summer of ,95a at London, vvhen «helntonOr^ 
team visited England to play a seriesof test matches w‘th (0 , 

country”. As vvas customary. the hosts mv.ted the gue t> 

luncheon soon after its arrival. Prominent cuc eters, P 0 f the 

along vvith other dignitaries incit,ding the Higb Comm,ss,oner 
Commonvvealth countries were also ınvıted to the un 


tbatten 

At this luncheon, 1 was seated next to Lord Louis ^ s on 

at the high table. I needed no introduction to hınl an exC hang e 
glancing at nıv card he also recollected who 1 was. A İter ^ at 

of a few pleasantries, he started talking on the Mus jn the 


or a tew pieasanırıeb, ne Mcu ıcu uuMng — them ın 

Partiden time and of the great service he had rendece ^ he 

creation of their homeland. Amongst other things, e s ]yj u slin lS 


creation of their homeland. Amongst other things, jy^sün 13 

had helped the Muslims greatly and had it not been or ..^ he ' vaS a 
would have got little or nothing. He vvent on to say Reyhan 

şort ol personel non avota vvith the Muslims ol 1 akistan , be w, not do»* 


personel non grata vvith the Muslims oı Pakistan o , ^ ot d 0 n e ' 
suspected hini of doing injury to their cause, vvhıch he ı ^ sa id, ^ 
Wheıı history is vvritten after tempers have cooled dovvi^ ^ ^ oll | 
\v r ould occupy a place vvhich vvill do his memoıy hon sa jd and 
be blessed hy Paklstanis ol the conıing generations 
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nıjote: “After a hundred years, the Muslims of Pakistan wiIJ bless 
ıe and my memory lor the service I have rendered them”. My 
repjy was brief. I said : “Lord Mountbatten, permit me to teli you 
that you are being over-optimistic. We Pakistanis have a legitimate 
çrouse against you which the coming generations too will never forget 
or forgive. You have done us grave injury”. 


These words were cnough to nıake hini shut up like a elam. Al- 
thouçh several courses follovved oıır conversation, not one word was 
further exchanged betvveeıı us. I considered it i m moral on nı\ part 
to remain silent and let Lord Mountbatten, the great Sea Lord, get 
avvay with what he had said. 


In later years, at the time when Mr. Iskander Mirza was President 
°l Pakistan, an attempt was nıade to ıvelconıe Mountbatten on our 
s Wes. The National Reconstruction Movement, of which I was an 
â cti\ e 6X600^16, moved cjuickly in the matter and, within a week, 
^oıınted such agitation in the city ol Karachi and elsevvhere that our 

^°’ on a ^ ean p r etext, withdraw its invitaüon. As a 
en *bar r ° r ^ ^ ount t> atte n did not step on our soil and saved hinısell 
Sf nent and our coııntry bloodshed. 
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4TIONS AND KASHMIR 

FOREIGN RELATIONS a 
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lines on 


> fnrpifjn policy should not, be 
Oome nn« — • Q this 6 booT Until we gained our ındependence, 

we adhered to Mus1 ’™ ^rldjwhich was later expanded to 

ali t he Müslim nations° jth al l nations of the world and want no 
ad: “We desıre frıends j , nP A nation İust born wıth 


re< 




- . - v - m Tunder-developed nation just born with 

countless problems to. tackle, we could nota ^ ^ Qai | 

with this power or that nor wı % , p USA in February, 

observed in his broadcast talk to the peop <- 

1948 ; 


“Our foreion policy is one of friendliness and goodwill towards all the nations 
of the :orld PO w y e do not cherish aggressive designs against any country 

or nation. We believe in the princ.ple of honesty and faır p.a) 
and intemational dealings, and are prepared to make our contrıbu o 
to the promotion ot peace and prosperity among the nations of the wor 
Pakistan will never be found lacking in extending its materıai and mora 
support to the oppressed and suppressed peoples ot the worlcl and in uphotdıng 
the principles oi the United Nations Charter 





He did not live long enough to iorge this policy and to make it 
strong enough to resist pressures from within and without. For some 
years his policy was pursued and then abandoned in favour of one 
camp because it carried aid, military and civil. These were the years 
commencing işçç uptil mid-ı 962, when a change became perceptible. 
Since then, much to the satisfaction of patriots and believers in the 
Qaid s w i s do m, our policy has slowly but surely veered round to the 
da\s ot the Qaid and to the First four years after his demişe. "We novt 
See h iendship \vith nations who are not our enemies, be the-y 

non-Communist or Communist, and do all we can in trying hard to 

l ° 1 Ul en f m ^ es to ^e us - So far, much to our regret, the res 

their 6 1 bee " discoura g* n g- M fact, hostility and land-grabbing shoW 

four-smJ, COUntenance at e very turn compelling us at long l ast to stan 

S re and meet the threat and challenge with deterntinatıon 
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• ınd complete calm. This attitude of the preseni- P, • ı 
f , t0 the soul of the Fathe r of.. ion ^ * S ' den * '; u,st g^e 

vc acted in similar fashion, had Allah spa’red him H’ 7° U d 

IcJled a halt to Indian design., Indian expa„sionism in territorUs' w hkh 

. rf ota». and tC > lndlan V reatS - A halt had to be called and the spine 
, sS reactions of some ol our past governments had to end and there 

o better time than the present to say: “Stop your bullying w e 

caJlIl0 t stand it any more”. 

{ w as intimately connected with the Kashmir dispute, particularly 
; ts early stages when 1 vvas deputy to Chaudhri Zafrullah Khan 
ın it was first brought to the Security Council of the United 
"t dons by India in early January, 1948. This dispute \vhich has so long 
^ ‘ ed unresolved clue entirely to India’s unreasonableness, is a 
^b'ect every adolescent and adıılt of our country knows only too 
SU .j e Q 0V ernment’s and UN records are bursting at ehe seams on 
" e ' 1 ect Besides, several books have been written on the dispute. 
^ uld not be an exaggeration to say that hundreds and thousands 
freams of paper have been expanded and millions of vvords uttered 
° a mitten in our country and elsevvhere on this regrettable and 
unendina dispute. So I shall deal vvith only a few letters vvritten at the 
timetomy Governor-General, Qaid-e-Azam, from Nevv York and 
\Vashington concerning the dispute particularly durıng the penod 
ıhen the situation suddenly, and for no reason, began to assume an 
jgly shape for us in the Security Council. The relevant excerpts 
irommy letters of February 7, 194 ^. March 27, 194 ^* April 20, 194^ 
and May 19, 1948, are reprodııced belo\v: 


w 

11 


% dear Qaid-e-Azam: 


New York 
February 7, 1948 


I 


roust pray your forgiveness for my unusually long silence. The 
^«tioa of Kashmir has kept us ali both worried and busy. By God s 
Mi^ ^ belp, we have done very vvell so 1ar, and in spite of 

so y c ° nt 'nued eHort to get her own way, she has not succeeded in doing 
direetedSecurity Council adjourned until Monday aftemoon and 
to brj n „ ^ esi< d e nt to continue the efforts ol the President of last month 
016:1 a t th e offi a Setdement by negotiation betvveen the t\vo parties. We 
t '° a ptepaı-ed iT °[ ^§‘ an Delegation last evening and a draft resolu- 

% almosf 1 î ^ res ' deı ^^ an( l Paporteur, based on the opinions ex- 

was |! a ! members ol the Security Council who Have so 
P a rticular| K t0 US ‘ LlSua ^> dıis Resolution along with the 

^ st night ' r ^ le ^ adıarı Delegation have been cabled to Gov- 

BR f ^° Se ol cl arificat XCe P t ^ or 0, te or two minör alterations solely for 
D as wa!iyj ^ l0n » We consider the Resolution fair and reasonable. 

g ar declined to accept it because, according to 
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QAID 


-E-AZAJVi 


v* .> 


, 


. - 








, • lts and allegatioas untackled. He, however, 

, f, india’s main compl™ f ReSü l u tion to his Government and 
him,« le conım unicate the aga in on Monday morning. The. 

undertoo direC tions. ^ , f 0 8 re been postponed until Tuesday. 

ask fbr ç e curity Councd has, nate d Zafrullah Khan drew the 

jtıeetıng ° 1 ni ght’s conference erı1 India' is ab ou t to hold a plebiscite 

J»>‘ bC ' f£ Preldent to the repor t at take n, there would 

*TZİ ^ ^ him that İf r'ril overa.l settlement. Mr. 

be one more obstacle in '^Jp^ident that he woul<l ask h» Gövem- 

Gopalaswami Ayyangar assu h as ,hat question too was m a way 

J, not to proceed vnth the P . d discussions are proceedmg makes 

1 indice. The way that negoua. o • ^ for another two r tKre e 

weeks at the very least. >k«P s J without delay. A, the sam 

rt 

"d -Îİ . 

up by IncUâ» «i ı “c* 

The other evening, we had o^hil ton^ue with the result 

and making an ass of hımself. Almighty, if appouıt- 

th heei hiasphemed y = that^noteven God^ JJ ^ 

Vestltd* Z«ah Kkan tore Abdullah mercilessly ,0 shreds. 

I anı enclosing a letter addressed to you by Mr. Arnold B. Vaug 
I m us, gire full credi, ,o the Church World Service, İne., avho have 

and are doing so much for Pakistan relief. 

I trust this letter finds you h» the hest of health. With regards 

Miss linnah and yoursell, . , 

J Yours very sıncereiy, 

sd/- HASSAN 

The above letter \vas acknovvledged on the ı 7th March on beha 
of the Qaid-e-Azam by Mr. S. M. Yusuf, his Private Secretary, 
the remark that the Qaid-e-Azam would be glad if I \vrote to 
regularly and kept him informed of the developments in the 
the Kashmir issue and other important matters. 

On the 2 7th of March, I addressed the Qaid-e-Azam as un< ^ 

My dear Qaid-e-Azaııı: 

The sudden tum of events at Lake Success must have shocked yo u * 

In spite of what Attlee told Zafrullah Khan in London, I did not think tw 
the UK would dare to commit such a volte face. She has, however, on 
ıt and has managed to talk the USA, France, Canada and Belgium into fol**»^ 1 * 
su.t Ch.na,* who from the outset pulled in favour of India, served as 
excellent tool. It is no longer a secret in spite of the earlier den.als 7 

li* - ‘i | • | 




Chiang Kai-shek’s Ch 


ma. 
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öfjtain * hat the Ch,n ^ se resolution now before the Security Council 
r fact sponsored by Bntam and approved of by the USA. 


was 


y 0 u Kavelbeen kept fully posted with the day-to-day development: 


j - k . i • ıı r J —v uıııerus 

ur end. No effort ıs bemg spared by Zafrullah Khan to retrieve the 

^ t j on . Everything is being done and wiJI be done to secure a fair and 
uTt'settlement and any proposals that fail short of it, wi]l, of course, be 

resisted. 


Zafrullah Khan and I feel that at the present critical stage maximum 
•p on the UK and USA is necessary. İt will undoubtedly. help imme- 

nressuie __- ı rı^ r rc a_.i_ ı 


uwbl ifyou contact the High Commissioner for UK and the US Ambassador 
j iJLnırh them convey to their respective Goveınments your reactions 

and tnrougu j _ _' . ı_ 


the reaction of your Cabinet to the sudden and unvvarranted change in 
• an( j a ı so make it clear that Pakistan wi11 have nothing to do with a 
Lalor recommendation that on the face of it is one-sided and out only to 
^ ase India, hovvever vvrong her stand may he. I am convinced that threat 
andblackmail on the part of"India gave Attlee cold feet. It is both urgent 
and necessarv therefore that the UK and USA should be advised that we are 
deternıined not to swallow a pili that they are out to manufacture for us which 
pili, we knovv, mil cause us incalculable and irreparable injuıy \vhich in 
ıonesty we do not deserve. Pressure from lıonıe will, l am sure, help 
Zafrullah Khan here. 


With kind regards, 


Very sincerely yours, 
sd/- HASSAN 


My dear Qaid-e-Azam: 


April 2o, 1948 


The resolution on Kashmir sponsored by six members ol the Security 
Council came up for consideration on Saturday the 1 7tK of April. These 
^nations spoke in its support and France follo\ved süit. The meeting was 

s peechb ^ on( ^ a y the i9th. The proceedings commenced with a 

UeCou 0 P a ^ as ' vamı Ayyangar. İn his ninety minutes’ address he told 
m ent anT* 1 * atsorne °1 the clauses were vvholly unacceptable to his Govern- 
c hastised for^' 6 * ^* tter g r ‘evance of the lact that Pakistan had not been 
ti m es hc s a ^ a ' PSt ^ er fNendjy rıeighbour in an unfriendly way”. 

^ tone and vv ^ oast ^ u ^y °f the prowcss of his country. It is clear from 
'ictocy ^ I p dia is absolutely confident of achieving amilitary 

be^ ^ See ms th next ^ evv nıonths, if not within the next fevv 

intoV * S , ^ overnmerj t believes that \vhen the Indian Arrny 

^ 2ac l forces ^-tj 38 . m * r * w '^ 8° through the territory now occupied 

0 f :::r e ol a knite cutting butter. It is learnt here 

^ e en ^ ^ as hrnir and a s ve b>cles, ammunition and suppUes have been 

^ a ttiajo to *bat theat Starıt ' a ^ P ort »on ol lndia’s mechanised army has also 

arjn^ftsive, j C ’ s ^ ort > everything is ready for the launching 

u aware 0 f p n j. S y re t ^ le Azad Kashmir Government and its 
e t 0 


f uiı v ,: u ?y avv 'are n f 1 ,. 

v ^t Ua }j e . to stem SUc l 1 S c ° ate mplated move and preparations have 

S,,' S» j£/ İVe to be settleV' ' t nce ' h se ems th»t the K ashmir dispute 

. .. y rev ^rse t he re 


r^n 


not at Lake Succesş and that 

oi !■*.. —__1 » i L ... 
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was 


' jn that the Chinese resolution now before tlıe Security Council 
r «nonsored by Britain and approved of by the USA. 

in fa ct S P 


You have lıeen kept fully P osted with rKe day-to-day developments 
end No effort is beiııg s pare d by ZafrullaK Khan to retrieve the 
at ° Ur Everything is being done and \vill be done to secure a fair and 
pÖSltl< ttIement and any proposals tbat fail short of it, will, of course, be 

j U. ^ t 

fr ilah Khan and I feel that at the present critical stage maximum 
^ the UK and USA is necessary. İt vvi 11 undoubtedly help inime- 
pres s ıı t e con t ac t the High Commissioner for UK and the US Ambassador 

astirabJyi y ^ em CO nvey to their respective Governments your reactions 
«J V ° r eaction of your Cabinet to the sudden and unvvarranted change in 
r 1 and also nıake it clear that Pakistan will have nothing to do with a 
F ° ,CV Tor recommendation that on the face of it is one-sided and out only to 
P . i- however ıvronr her stand may be. I anı convinced that threat 
S:'£i o°„ the part ofUa gave AtL cold feet It isboth urgen, 
L nec-ssarv therefore that the UK and USA should he advısed that we are 
deterrai ; e d not to stvallosv a pil] that they are out to nıanu acture for us şvhich 
we know, yvill cause us ittcalculable and ırreparable ınjury whıch m 
lonesty we do not deserre. Pressure from home tvıll, I anı sure, help 

Zafrullah Khan here. 


With kind regards, 


Mv dear Qaid-e-Azam: 


Very sincerely. yours, 
sd/- HASSAN 

April 2o, 1948 


The resolution on Kashmir sponsored by six members ot the Security 
Council canıe up for consideration on Saturday the 1 7th of April. These 
s ' x auiom spoke in its support and France lolloıved süit. The meeting was 
^ jouıned until Monday the 191h. The proceedings comnıenced with a 
tieC '^opalasıvanıi Ayyangar. İn his ninety minutes’ address he told 

some dle clauses were wholly unacceptable to His Govern- 
c h«tised o a k* tter grievance ol the fact that Pakistan had not been 
At rimes he, s a S a ‘ ast her friendıy neiglıbour in an unfriendly \vay”. 

tone andTvcTrr> a -stfully of tlıe proıvess of his country. It is clear from 
lrtör )' ia Kash 1 ^' - tFut / rd ' a * s a bsolııtely confident of aclıieving amilitary 

b t T S k seems th ^K ^ aeXt ^ evv nıontFls ' d not w Hhin the next fevv 
k# tr> m° Ve int 0 v s Government beüeves that when the Indian Arnıy 
tf(j t for ces '*• wi.l go through the territory now occupied 

hkcnt^^tities 0 f V ve^ ° f a krı '* e cutt ‘ n g butter. It is learnt here 
ıtır, a ?^ lTl * r and a a P ons > vehicles, ammunition and suppUes have been 
ı*f n ved to th H Tl Ubstaati al norti^.ır . -K , 

si L 




satre P urt ' on hıdia’s mechanised arnıy has also 
•i short, everything is ready for the launching 


V ar e r I, I an - J-—Ö —-7 V..V, 

'»ilj 1 fu,, y awar ® of India^ 6 ^ ^ zad Kashmir Government and its 
hT p tu ally stcı '»ı such an ^ ^ (>alcnı pHtecl rnove and.preparations have 


•< 5 r 


J 'ı, 


1,4 f.vcf. c Co be setti,> f ı ^ Vance - H seerns that the Kashmir dispute 

Na 'nili^.., rt,ul ,a Kashı ' * ' 


T re\ 



'erse b m '' aat ^ not at ^ ake Success and that 
’ ^ eı e cannot be any hope of her seeing 
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to express an opinion, I would say that one of ou *• 
lf I may ven “ tru9te d with the whole-time duty of keeping the 
Best men shoulü ^ smo0 tWy and efficiently. I cannot think of a better 
Azad machine wot ın g respons ible job than Mohamed Ali. My association 
man for this great an 1 irres i st ible conclusion that he is not only a fine 

:“ h of"h!;rp“nXı- capab,e - 

, am i Avvansar, Za.rullah took the floor. His speech 
After Gopalasw. 07^ per f 0 rmance. His reasoning was clear, his 

of two hours was a j™g [ eâ f rom the earlier speeches of the sponsors 

arguraents unassatlable. ^ M how they had suddenly changed their 

of the “final resolutıon , b uring to make us accept what they them- 

stand and how they weıe " , tQ be ^nfair and unjust. He made a clear 

selves not long ago consı d amen dments to it which, he 

analysis of the resolut.on and^ubm ^ by nine nations before 
said, were m İme wıth ti P some <* unknown ” reaS on. Most of 

they were cast into the Hudso their discomfiture but that is 

the' representatives were unable 
hardly a consolation for us. 

, Svrian representative expressed his 

Alter Zafrullah s speech y idj P. t and five ot her members 

grievance at the manner in w ıc to t he Security Councıl. 

supported by was just fbde to ask the 

He went on to say that ın these , . yiews or to make ccncrete 

other members ol the Cour.cı o e P The p re sident immediately 

sugg e Sti ons for a Ur - «he inten.ion of «he other 

replied that it was ne.ther h ^ uSA an d France, to create 

six members, Cl ına, Be gıum, ’ ’ j 0 ut participation by the 

• -*■«* î ™ sh Dr of Ar Ç e. t ina P propo^ed «ha. «he 

dosed and fh« «he Council a. îhe „ex« meeting cons.der 
the resolution, clause by clause. 

The Council «vill mee. on Wednesday the l.st and wdl decide on 
the procedure and act on the decision «hat wıll be arrıve . 

I doubt if any material change in «he «esolution will be ^ 

by expressing displeasure and disapproval and by " jeC ^ g modificat i„n 

yesterday, has almost certamly msured agaınst any her 

to the further detriment of her interest. Weak-kneed EngM a 
colleagues wil) not dare to sponsor or accept any change that may 

incur the wrath of India. 

It is indeed a tragedy that justice, honesty and faır-play oCCl ' P J able 
place in the so-called great orgarisation of the U N. It is most reg ^ ^ 
that every question, in the final analysis, is judged on the streng 
parties to a dispute and not on the merits of the case that ıs broug 

it for decision. 




Witlı kind regards, 



















Very sincerely y° un> ’ 
HASSAN 
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My dcar Qaid- e . Aza 


May 19, 1948 



• • * • The nıoıe i f 0 |j 

ifl c°nract with ir at Lake L olitics and the ™ore I come 

natıonai afta rv., the La w Q f t j le ^ greater grows my belief tlıat in inter- 

eq uit y» fa ' r 'P; a - v and leşality aı- e 1"?,° holds u,K luestionecl s\vay. Justice, 
question 01 dispute is judged not ° °' V Words - Miglıt is right and every 
e xpediency and power politics. j_j ** j nıerıfs but on the touclı-stone of 
and he who gets hold of anything a * 5 1 ' ° " S stron S can - g et w hat he wants 
it in spite of the inecjuity and illeSali^ 'f ? 0 " 2 enou S h to kecp it, retains 
I se e the U N at work, the nıore I arr'° aCt ‘ As 1 ^ ave said > nıore 
rhis body to do justice is to exnert tk 3t t,Te corvclusi on that reliance on 
r0 |v on its o\vn strength Every nation wül haye 

rjd the structure of^r ££££?’ ."«*• t * 

dorill „ the llS ;^I n ™" ths L s -" <l>e Handling of several cases, each of »hich 

supports m.Y cont on. Take Kashm.r, take Palestine. Ali principles of 

instice and legalıtv were sacrıficed at the Tİfvr , v 1 

jiim ^ . 1 le aitar or expedıency and power 

pressure. Take agaın Czechoslovakia—the U N has not been able to do 
anything so far because the power behind the Czechs is Russia. Had there 
been a sınailer nation in the place of Russia, the outeome of the tvhole 
nıatter \vould have been different. . .. ” 

Yours very sincerely, 
HASSAN 

Uptil this day, my opinion of the United Nations on the political 
side of its activities, has remained unehanged. 

When the Qaid found the tone of my Ietters bristling with 
despondeney and frustration, this is what he vvrote from Quetta on the 

Hth ot June, 1948 : 


fZb- Ç.fCc). 


governor-generals house 

KARACHI 

Quotta, 14th June 1948. 


My daar Hassan, 



thank 


- -- 9 

I hava received your letter dated tha 4th of June and 


you for givirg ma ali the Information. Dont worry 
ebout me. I W a3 soraeifhat over-worked and naturelly had to 

the penalty for it. But let ma ossure yon thet 
13 nothlng wrong 3 lth ma. A little rast İn Quetta has done 

019 ® lot of good. I am going to Ziarat on the YJth 

I hope to spand about 10 daya. 1 w111 P roba y 

tUrn Karachi before the and of this roonth. 

»f 4 *rû naturaliy 

t ® U I nota that you ara a bit horoe-s 

_ —b L* 1 net 




Cbu *« you had to go through such norı r a r . 

ır*^, ,u at your 

‘-a at Laka âuccesa. Yos» 1 lm ° W ^ ^ 
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' 

_ aZaM as i KNEVV HIM 

qA ,p-e- / ' z/ ' 1 ' 






■ 




I 






Bflnos , to ask Government before the 
o dil and you propose 

1* ln Kar “ ' , . vnll to return home Trr consultatlon 

, , .his month to permlt /ou 

® nd o1 TT c «ıth your famlly. Personalîy 

t back to the U.S. "i" 1 * 

"* th# ; 1 any reesotı ,hy th.r. .hould b. any ob 3 e=tlon to 
\Z irs.. ar, I - th.t th. 0.~rn«t «111 t,/ a. 

..t you. a» h o Ugh X -o no —g. T t** - - 

. ı-tte- B ut I thlnjc they wlll 
moment ofmy «rltlng thla lotte. . 

re fer t h . matter to ». befor, glvlng you a rlnal rerly. 

r th best of wishes from Mİ3S Jlnnah and nyoelT. 

Th.r. i. nothlng to .orry about. and I -ould İlk. you t o eh«r 
up. I am confldent that ».«111 ton» out of «U thea. problems 
«hlch are fsclng us succeas fully. for the reason 

our pause İs rltfıteous and w. ar» faclng İt «lth honesty and 
f ightlng for Justlce and fairplay. 



Yours elncorely. 


His ûccellency M.A.H.Iapahanl, 

EmJjaS3y of Faklaten, Washlngton, D.C, 








From that day uptil today, notvvithstanding the many vıcıssıtudes 
the Kashmir situation has seen, my laith in his words has remaıne 
unshaken. I do believe in ali earnestness and sincerity that whatever 
the circumstances, the people ot Kashmir must and will exercıse e 
birthright of deciding whether they will accede to India or to P a sta ^ r 
through a tree and ıınlettered plebiscite. And when this happ enS » 
Pakistaıı’s equitable and just demand, the demand lor self-determ 1 ^ 
tion \vhich is accepted as a fundamental principle by the U 111 
Nations, will be met. 
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f f«, HTING TO THE LAST 

A s ' h j' e S j a , e f d el “ wl J ere in thes e pages, the Qaid-e-Azam worke<l 
A ha,d and hterally drove hnnself to an untinvely death Wh e 

hc «as at vvork, he vvonld not be vvorried even by hunger or vvith 

thc consıderatıoıı ol keep.ng people vvaiting vvho were to join hinv 

at a meal. He avorked lanatıcally and cxpected the same of others 

He olten saıd that time vvas running ou, fast and vve had little of 

it to lose. İt vvas anxıety coupled with the tremendous strain of 

hard vvork, partıcularlv m ,946 and ,947, vvhich shattered his health 

»on after he moved ,nto the Governor-General’s House at Karachi 

ynous dlness gnpped hım in February ,948. When he opened 

e State Bankcm July ,948, he looked emaciatcd and very ili. From 

thatday on, h.s health began to fail fast and recovery eluded hin 
more and more wıth the passage of each nıonth. 

Even though his health vvas rapidlv declinina tk~ r 1 .. 

»t the Qaid never rose to greater heiahts H l t § ’,M , Hg g Sp ' nt 
months that he lived .li .. fi .. y f ıan 11 dıd during the few 

Hmdu conıbine hac] desiamvl , l ak,stan - T ^e Anglo- 

terms and conditions as «. n l P ,° Concede Pakistan on such 

^ from consohdating Tel u prcve " f the ne 'v 

its merger vvith Lia A ‘ ndependent and eventually 

stancpc ti- . n lncl ıa under nressm-^ nf A ... , . ) 

Do • Thıs i8 ev ij ent r , I o\erwhelmıng circum- 

’" erful leaders of the r * h ° pe e *P««ed by two of the most 

of the Cong r n rw 0 S k dar ^ * * '«ter, 

and feluchistan^ni Cept r S n Be " gal and part of ^ 

^on!--, nutsed h t k P<»»«on» tvill eventually 

^ 1 ' s » »nd ^ eonard Mosley, he sa'id “Th k^ 6 ı^ 11 ” 6 ° f 3 

C [o, w e d Y av °ut andİ , , years to ° - • • - The plan for 

**■ W e ^ u, d hav e g one ^ °° k lt - Bllt if Gandhi had told 

Xpe « ed thaf p ar °; fi S hti "S and vvaiting. But vve. 

v ‘aıtıtıon vvould be temporarv, that 

* ' ' 
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?>kİStm ,'nd courage o 
honour an 

ıt. 

accept<- u 




”ı This "~as a challenge to the 

c ome back w “ s d its leader. and both 

r Mıısbm natıon 


v as bound to c°^ MusUm natıon 


" , fo cripple Pakistan was to över- 

T* “"Tl torrent of to set upa regular W 

vvhelm 


The sinişte'' a *P f u prooted an re gular administra- 

m it -ith a m, ren^ ^ ^ eve n JTers to Lahor* 

Q^- A7am „ r'^ve problem* arismg outo.Ae 


out o, - Oaid-e-A?am "“'İ. nroblems arising out of the 

tive machıneı • jon t0 the gr P losive . The reiugees 

to give «L, The *>**££& handled the eritici 

influx o inflamnıable nıaterı • sdom that the refugees w ere 

to the country avhere 


, ut _,n, courage and‘ t0 t he country tvhere 

Situation witn 0 f loyalty and de' of stre n S th to it. His 

İllSp, T d l"to md asylum and became a confidenc e of the people, 

‘f-” u * ” 

fronıone ol his speecn 
Pakistanis: 


i i 


11 , of the task. There is 

Do not be ovenvhelmed byJ t* themse lves up 

nıany an example in hıstory 0 >“ % f char acter. You are made o 
bv sheer determmatıon an none W hv should you also not 

sterling material and are seco ^ fore f at hers? You have only 

succeed lîke many otlıers, 1 ) Yqu ire a nat i on ıvhose hıston 

to develop the spınt of Muja ı . , and heroism. Lıve 


to develop the spirit ot Mujau > • ‘ ıaracte r and heroism. Live 

is repletewith people of ıvonderful^grıt^char^ apter ^ ^ Like a 

up to your tradmons an rt in his people by remmdmg 


ions and add to ıt anou.e. » Veminding 

Qaid-e-Azanı put heart m his peop > , 

i of İslam as lollovvs: “Keep up, your■ mor^ ^ 


tnıe Momin 3 the ~ ““ .. un v__ _ 

them of the lesson ot İslam as lollovvs: P P 1”“ the honour 

not be afraid of death. We should tace ı bıa\e _ ‘ . m t han 

Of Pakistan and İslam. There is no betrer salvatıon to. a Mushm 

the death of a martyr for a righteous cause . 


Pari passu ıvith the erfugee situation ıvas the tlıreat °f , C p° k ^tan. 
strangulation with which the İndian Government conlronte 


The Qaid-e-Azam had his eyes on every aspect ol the strııcture^^ 

Pakistan, particularly the vulnerable parts. He was anxlou him 
solidate and strengthen the foundations of Pakistan even ı > , ’_V\ 7 est 

his life. He undertook long and arduous journeys to t e <• - 2 

’• 

111 ı —— “ 


ı Quoted in Leonard Mosley’s The Last D ay s of the British Ra }. 
2 Mujahid: One who fights for the cause of İslam. 

Momin: A Müslim who accepts and practices Islr.m. 



r L - 
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, Province and Baluchıstan and dırectly contacted the tribes- 
ront' t,r , d Jready taken a spectacdar decision which cauoht the 

of the people in the borden areas. The British had kept 

I L m* % « r k* f I 1 'ûic f »./-k I *.L a _ 1 1 .. ı 


F^'uVhad already 

mag T(o ^rces in the'forvvard areas to control the turbulent tribesmR 
arn^ ; , or dered withdrawal of the forces in the forward areas and 

-r'L..» ( /îl' 11 _ « • ■ 1 l___ _ z l. • _ 


en. 


The Q 
tok» thenı, 

The 


“The British have göne, it is now your country and State”. 
Oİicİ’s faith in the tribesmen \vas fully justified. T hey instinc- 
realised that it was now their responsibility to maintain the 
^'earity and independence of Pakistan. They felt proud to be its 


. • n «/ Their loyalty to the country has stood ali trials and they have 
r0Ve d to be a source ot strength to ıt. 

A rather disturbing situation \vas created in East Pakistan by the 
nnearance of certain unhealthy influences and tendencies. Hindu and 
pto-Hindu propaganda to the effect that East Bengal vvas the neglected 
step-child and that Urdu, as a single national language, Avould be 
forced upon it, carried \vith it highly explosive possibilities. Undaunted 
bv the hazards of the long journev, the Qaid decided to proceed to 
East Pakistan.and stabi lise conditions in the Province \vhich av as already 
the object of sinister designs trom across the border. In the early 
days, air journey between the tvvo wings ot Pakistan was not as 
sAvift and comfortable as it is novv. The Qaid travelled in an old 
Dakota Avhose tiring flight to Dacca took över ten hoıırs. He av as a 
true democrat to the depth ot his being and his faith in the people \sas 
unlimited. He tackled even violent agitations by direct approach to 
the people. He addressed vast gatherings and also spoke oveı the 
Kadio, his Avords touching the deepest chords in the hearts ot the 
people ot East Pakistan. He asked thenı not to leel isolated and 
assıj ted them of his deep and abiding concern in their Avell-being. He 
dealt with the numerous problems taced by East Pakistan and indicated 
h°w they could be overcome. Ele succeeded in mollitying inllame 
feelings an d turning the people’s attention to constructive eBort and 
nation-building tasks. He stabilised the conditions in East Pakistan an 
^de it feel that it had an honoured place in the future ol Pakistan. 

In Avords vvhich have becorne classic, the Qaid-e-Azam set 

eynl^ * act0rs leading to the establishmeııt ot PaMst.-n •> , 

its mission in the vvorld. Speaking at Chittagong on Maj 

the sem- 8 ’ °t>served: “You are only voıcıng my se ' 1 ^ p akistan 
sho ü ı r ı ' lllent s of millions ot Musalmans when y oü sa } , j s | am j c 


^ H based on foundalions ol social jj |Stlce an 


s °eiali. ~ ^ »ure luunuauuııs , ı ,| 

Si i'il W ly em phasises cquality and ^ asplring f° r 

'Hilal 0n ’ ^° u are voicing my thoughts ın askmg * no t contro- 

Pportunities for ali. These targets of progıess 


man 
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1; jly în p jUs “". 


° Pastan, —truggMforH,., 

f..r wc demanded lıa |, y we »re İr,-e to , on- 






.. ^ic»Hy »s 1 “Z and geni», BrotherWI, 

..; zzz. »re »H ^xr^r 


j,,crour *A* “1” c f man-*»* 5 ! ® e f ollg ht for Pakistan because 

rcMgion, “'^“fdenbl of'**fh of Lnturİ«» of dual dominaf 

.Kore wasadang ideals becau _.,ı „ infial svstem- 


I I K 

there“T'^Vhese rea t ide»l s , bec * U ( " “‘.rfaden social System. 
We T&İ" rUİerS “ -i Vu in terrns ot Government but 


to think on y ^ 

the5 „onerou'rmind'seyeisç»P» 


Son ov .İme to tnın^ —v 1 . . through the horizons 

İt is natural 01 ^ r aoable of p K t> 1 f rtlır nA tion. the 


to see 


1 > 



P L 6 ı 0 f ou r ııation, the 

ner our n.mO s ey ... f our State and o °“ r ' f 

*he tf'^en »lone j* 

b T f °;. P : t S , rval^e the great constitut, 

in our "MH 

i i >1 the Oaid-e-Azam 
When bis health had sertoı^ty 5^^ a J vice to pertorm 

came dotvn to Karachı lıoın >» r » - precedence över health or 

a public duty. To him dut.V ahva^took ^ depen( j on th e 

comfort. He had tealise d ecoııomic polıcıes. İt seeme 

Reserve Bank of Indıa for Jts h - financial and economic 

he wasan*iousto see Pakistan set:onthe orders the plan 

independence befoıe death över 00 ftnalised before the 

for setting up the State Bank ot 1 »k t ^ Qn Jul) , ,, 

scheduled date. Inauguratıng th ^ c , “ t u e sovereiçmtv 

. 948 , the Qaid remarked that the Bank ^the 

of our State in the financial sphere . e P 1 L ms for htıma- 

economic system of the West has created insolttble P roble ®“ wü l 

nity” and felt that “the adoption of Western theory and pu d 

not help us in creating a happy and contente ptop e • *‘\Ve 

the need for evolving a juster economic svstem by rcnaar ' g 

nıust vvork out our destiny according to our ovvn ^ay an pr 

the vvorld an economic system based on true Islamic concept o ^ 

of manhood and social justice. We will tbereby be fu *r ^ eace 

mission as Mııslims and giving to h uman Uy the message o p 

vvhich alone can save it antî secııre tbe vvelfare, happiness and pro-P 

ity ol mankind”. • ğ.. • 


, a f"rçhis 

It appears as if he were pro mpted by a premonıtıo ^en 
approaching end to perform his last public act designed to streng 
the foundation of Pakistan. The best way for us Pakistanis to eX P 
our gratitude to him and honour his memorv is to evolve tn 1 e cc 
mic system” and build the “ideal social structııre.” he longc 

rnv». 

- • 1% . 1 î, —i' -*■ *- T1 

i» 

* * 

t ,. ,T, • ^ 



’ d 
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l I CI'I-İOIISİ v ili and ' vr ' 1 *' • ,l /M,a ' 

„ »•he" d? 9 ?^% 1 stili recollect o«r ... 

^.'" | t herc from Kara^h. Whc^ I ... „ , 

,1 rout ,n « , , , ahi | !u ksh, his pby»'Ç.■ * w 

İK^® according to Col )istea . | pleaded «Hal M«hf< *® 

**“?j lor recovery, he «< t m0 re than ali else and that hU 

^ nt ' a 1 bom sovereıgn State vvotıld he a tragt*y -( 

«ur ° e * ' "jt°a critical stage o ou- ^ ^ fo || oWİng cllect: "My 
‘ nıa onitude, he sm' e< ‘ | tcr partitioıı and untıl e! * r 1 1 ‘■' +x 
indeed ; at i n1 , her Pakistan wo»U 1 «rvive the many 

> e c ' t edandterribleshockswh,c 1 ' through and notl.ing 

^ ed company avith her. B f ^ nQ (ear now . Men may 
^:::: c haklan ıs ..^ 

and men |VU \\ t> ’ , » rıre lorever . 

tomc anu , Allah s gıacc, 

A «ili ™ on ’ 

and " m fc . U.w 


d >\ill 5 Z° ° n ’ " ,ı ı • u vvith A Hah’s 

be *: laitb an<l 1 
the deshny Of his country. 

The Qaid « -t wholC S er; stick T it urıtM ‘Ton 
"VVlıeneıer yon star f ^^’and onr rising generatıon w.ll <!•» 

This is a piece ol excellent adlice, 

,vcll to be guided by it in İlle. 

^■KİV-h» ■ i ,| 10 Oaid w as about sıgnıng 

Earlier I mentioned ho» pa. • cont ' ri | M ,tions sent by many 
MonevOrder receipts ol eveıı ouı - j ’ , . » j mp |i c it laith in 

teJership. His reason lor spending his time and «İt^bIc 

"as that he wanted each donor to he proııd ol hn> asSIS ar cı , ^ 

stnall, and to know that his leader had peısona ) ac n< ? V ®. ı 

^sides this, it brought out another trait ol chaı aclt i " 1K 1 - 

'^ained in him. He vvas a stickler lor the minutot tttaJ 
, We ^ ^' s in many ways and on ıııanv occasions. I sha ( 1 a 
#l1 't'v° after he becarne the Hrst Governor-General <1 I a ıstan. 

h. )r „ As ever .vone kııovvs, on 


f-C a ln : inistr «i'M 

Hd. bv îf our shaıe ol 

K : A e w ^ * 


Aııgust 


, 4 . >947. the dav PakistanJ^s 


u - 4» '"t/’ * İD bf«t^SAİ 

ve machinery uas severely dislocated. a ‘ 

%lul v bv :r ULir s,lare ol eauipment and hnances uete he u p 
^ and mr " ^ e lhi. We neecled evervthing, İroni papeı to ( <- 
? ,s tru c Vrü!' V * At t1lis time it vvas coıısidered necessary to havt 


n s st rn e ^ r . >k ud's cuı 

Ca-^also to'T' 011 clüCl,nH>nts that had 
^^İ e,, n aC °at ofÂrmslor 
p İ| . - • of the hritish and the 


aı. „«u to he attested bv Govcrn 
nıs lor our coııntry vvhich v\<>ıı 

İndian. On mf rem hmg 
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I suggested to him to purclıase a ne\v car a Cadillac, as the fleet 


left bellimi by the British was fit for the scrap-heap. He agreed. He 
was so f 0 | K l 0 f attending to the smallest detail that he even chose the 

colour of the automobile and did not leave it to me to send him a 
black limoıısine, Avhich colour is nornıally accepted by heads of States 
and ambassadors. İn his letter ol 7 th October, 1947 , he wrote: “As 
reaards the colour, I would prefer it to be according to the sample I 
am enclosing herevvith”. And the colour \vas light blue, not black! 


İn the preceding pages I have narrated ttıe incident of Kh\vaja 
Nazimuddin, a menıber of the All-India Müslim League Working 
Committee, vvho suddenly tock ili in Delhi when he Asas attending a 
meeting of the Working Committee and had to be rushed to hospital. 
The Qaid had appeared to us to be hard-hearted and berelt of human 
feelings. Yet there were times when his reactions belied this impres- 
sion. 1 shall çite an incident \vhich occurred in the closing stages ot 
his precious life. 



Hail it not heen for the statemerıt of the Cabinet released t\vo days 
ago regardiag your health, I would not lıave inflic ted a letter upon you- 
We are told that you propose to return to Karachi bv the end ot the m on 
This nevvs is nıost disquieting. 

I beg of you not to return, to Karachi before tKe encl ot Septd 1 ^ 
lf you fincl Ziarat too colcl, you can move to Qııetta. ^ 011 nUl> ^ NVO rrv 
ever, take complete ıest and keep away (Yom vvork, intervie\v s an< 
irrespectîvc ot the ini metli at e or even long-terın coiv*cc]uuk«--'- 


I ,cked bv the Qaid to have designs made and nı ,, k 1 

f TShl t!fhim for approval. I complied. I reproduce the designs and 
thtm . Qver his signature. This ıllııstrates hovv meticuloyş h e 

hl !s ın matters of small detail. He paid personal attention to th e 

\ \ cl“ 

smallest detail. 

,Render may kindlv look at the two sides of the page 
onnosiıe and ohserve the remarks on the designs över his 

signature) 



On mv return to Washington after visiting him at Ziarat \vhere 
he lay very ili, I Avrole to him more than önce incpıiring ahout his 
progress. İde knew that 1 av as as deeply concerned about his health 
as a menıber of his fanıily. He knevv ol my love, devotion and respect. 
I am sure he also kne\v oıılv too vvell tlıat from day to dav he Avas 
grovving weaker and \vcaker and that his life’s journey was rapid) 
dravving to a elose. Yet he did not Avant to depress me. This dis- 
closed gentleness and consideration in his character \vhich is not 
commonly found. 1 wrote to him on August 17 , i 94 ^> as °" ‘ 

My dear Qaid-e-Azam: 

m ^ 
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(Government House) 
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nıust r «« a nr l - 

have lost throuî? ahs ol utclv . 

1 *•“»•"... ."''••'•'‘«’.m’İSU?* 1 " "' e ’“ re " 8,h yo» 

for the nation th at * ry ° r t e )li n . 

ycars ,o »n,, y £« W, „«££“ W ™pom„ t ^ „ u 

I waS deligKted Pri “ les * )«*«l ' *“y 

l^" n C,K ‘degr^dcU,, 

an a .. you tr — 

May Cnd Me ss a„d ^ ^ 




sıncerely yours, 

ı. . . HASSAN 

And he replıed on the ıst of Septemh 

un der, giving me hope. H1 as P er photostat copy here 

Mİ*- f&Cc) 


d» 


«OVERNOR GENERAL S HOU 

KARACHI 

Camp Ouetta. 


İst September 1948. 


My dear Hassan, 


Many thanks for your letter sho^lng anxlety for ray 


bealth. 


My return to Karachi İs not flxed and you need not 


w orry that I will be unwlse to hasten ray return. Besldes the 
^° c tora do not allow rne to do so. 

Thank you very much for ali your concern. Ther© İs 


n othl 


to worry. 

v dth klnd regards, 


Yours slncerely , 





A, 


H g 

Ha ' 

Cy M ir za 

C *2 sî of PaH ! Abo1 

"St^n No^îî tan to 

u 0rı B »orth W©st 


Hassan Isphanl, 
the U.S.A., 
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This I, «er vvas dıe shortcs. he had - ver u ritten to me. İt n .Hh* 

Th ' * ,ur t i two d ay s after his demişe. The sıgnature clearh 

T w«İ > Xrthe Qai'd-e-Azam’s strength vvas lailing and his vitality 
Jî^nnparİnîT tas t. 




,vas disappearing tast. 


Ear | ier as 1 bade hini farewel) at Ziarat 1 ıvitnessed the Qaid in 
„ne of his rarest moments of emotion though he vvas considered to be 
a hard-hearted and matter-of-lact man. For the first time dıd I see 
tears strugalino to roll dovvn his emaciated cheeks. They could be 
seen in tW vvells of his eyes. 1 vvas to return to Karachı and from 
Karadı i to flv to my post at Washingtoıı. Waving goodbye to me, as 
1 vvas leaving his lıedroom door, vvas the last I savv of hım. İn the 
verandah, at "the head of the stairs.l met Miss Jinnah, Shevvas vveeping 
ouietly and eıııotion did not leave me calııı and cool. I^vveııt doun- 
stairs, picked up my suitcase, as 1 vvas staying at the Qaid s house, bade 
ooodbye to Miss Jinnah, and vvith a lıeavy lıeart, left for Quetta. 

c ^ 


Mııch as I tried to fin d out what was actually \vrong vvith my 
leader, I did not succeed. Dr. Elahi Bukhsh, vvho vvas the senior 
attending physician, would not teli me. I did not suspect tuberculosis, 
althougVThe looked a fit subject for this teli disease. I vvas under the 
impression that it vvas sheer exhaustion resulting from years ol heavv 
draft on his limited strength, interminable vvorries and inadequate 
intake of food and definite lack of sleep. Hovvever, it vvas arranged 
before l left Ziarat that if any specialists’ aid vvas required trom the 
United States, 1 vvould be informed in good time and not vvhen ıt 
vvas too late. The cali came after my return to Washington, but 
before a specialist could board the plane, nevvs came through, vvithin 
tvventy hours of receipt ol the SOS from Karachi, that our gi" eat 
teacher, our great leader, the supreme commander ot one hundre 
million Muslims ol ouı sub-continent had passed avvay. 






On the demişe ol the Qaid-e-Azam, I received at VVashington» a 
telegram trom my brother, Mirza Ahmad, vvhich condoled the deat 
ot our Great Leader. İt vvas so vvorded that it did not read as a teleği anl 
from one brother to another on the loss of his friend, bul like a teleği^ 
one friend sends to another, condoling the death of his father. ^ 
members ot my familv and most of mv friends and acquaintances . ^ 
the deep affection and regard 1 had for the Qaid and a SÜ ° l0 n 
unflinching devotion to him until his death and to fi‘ s nlt 
thereafter. 

• s 9 h 




y 










fshte: I reproduce in appendix a few letters written bv me on the Qahbc- ^ cve r 
vvhich may be of interest, rcllecling as they my (celings at thai time, t ıat ( , ^ 




‘ i 3 : ı 


remained constant. 



• - 
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A Fatelıa Ki,**,. * T " E LAST 

,t the Emba&v f 01 . .> \Praver t,,,. f ı „ — 

. 

^rnonum in W Mhll ^* »- |wW* «he Department oHmerior 
outln tull orce. The P%,V* ", h ‘ch «he Diplomat* Corns tu r "ed 
^Iing. tıe pr° c eedi ngs Werç ° "“»>»> represented. At thij 
piplomatıc M'ssıon read ‘soo r W , e ’ Ever 7 head o1 t1le Müslim 
\r t he temi mat ion of th e pro ^ ,V er8es ) f">m the Glorious Koran. 
a nd " aS lollovred bv one read * a11 standin g, 

In dosing mv file of corresıvs ı 

forter half of 1936 and ended on'th?^ wh j ch commenced from the 

An.bass.dor to the United States or ° P 'i "Pu’ 85 

obıtuar' on t e . th of September and with its reproduction belo w S 
,close the hnal chapterof this book on Mohammed Ali Jinnah, £ 

i J 






now 

Man. 


“PAKİSTAN AFFAİRS” 

WASHINGTON 

i2th September, 1948 

“Fronı God do \ve come and unto God do \ve return”. 

—Holv Qııran 





THE QAID-E-A7AM PASSES A W AY 

Qaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah, creator of Pakistan and its first 
Governor-General, passed avvay at ıo.î£ p.m. on Saturdav, September 11, 
•948, at Karachi. He had come to Karachi from Quetta on the previous 
flay against his phvsicians adsice and ordered an emergency meeting ol the 
Pakistan Cabinet. 

This traçic event has stıınned the whole ol Pakistan. 0\er half a 
■olllion (about eightv per çent of the popuhıtion ol Karachi) turned out to 
atteiM l his burial. 

T Ke Father of the Nation lived long enough to see his dreanı come 
• Though he is no more, the nation Üs es as his everlasting memorıa 
**ion had ful 1 need of him today-of the guidance and ^ s P ,rat '™ 
.U. Kich He was the source. But the words he uttered, shortly belore - 
Hcl| ’ Ulli lon g cheer and encourage the nation: “Pakistan ıs rm ^ 

Pak htan' 1 KaVC n ° fearS ‘ W Men ma) ' C0 ‘ ne aml men m3) * ’ 

’ ) God’s grace, \vill lise lorever’’. 

^.npfo ^ td> ° * e fi behind his example for his people tü , v -,tion. 

th e ] rTları vvorked himself to cleath in the cause o 

Cou 'd not overtake Kim except in the sa ( 

> 

PEACE. 








' - 



may his soiil rest in 
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EPILOGUE 






i 





So my story has dravvn to cin end. I have searched ıtıy memory 
and have göne through the pages of - the lecords I possess, to write th is 
book. Mv aim is to assist the generations of Pakistanis who w ill 
follo\v us in having a betler understanding of the sterling character 
and fascinating personality of the Father and Founder of Pakistan and 
also to appreciate the glorious role he played in secııring for the Mus- 
linıs of our sub-continent a homeland which both the British and the 
Hindus were loath to give. 

To me, Mohammed Ali Jinnah \vas a hero fighting for the 
independence of the Muslims of the sub-conlinent. To me, his vvords 
on politics had the force ol lavv. To my friend the Raja Saheb of 
Mahmudabad and to myself, a slight hint from him was a command. 
We lollovved him implicitly as loyal soldiers from the dav we both 
swore iealty to him alteı* the first meeting of the All-India Müslim 
League Parliamentary Board at Lahore, which loyalty did not vvaver 
unril the day ot his death. We did not, even lor önce, dream of chang- 
ing our loyalty. We continue to be loyal to his memory. He was an 
mspiration lor us. 1 did not believe that he was capable of taking an 
unmse decision—a decision wnich would be to the detriment of the 
interests ol his brothers and sisters in faith. 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah died on September 11, 1948, in Karachi. 

ince t en, many of his ideals, attitudes and thinkings have been swept 

avvay to make room for thoughts and loyalties which were foreign to 

his nature. Some remain who stili cling to his way of thoııght and 

action, who cherish his ideals and who want Pakistan to be the State 

he envısaged and even dreamed it to be. Let us Pakistanis prav that, 

sooner t an later, the beautiful day will dawn when we shall see 

a ıstan a sti greater nation, a land vvhose people live the lilc of trııe 

reec om, ecjuality, justice and happiness, admired bv friends and toes 

1 e maııneı in ıvhich we condııct our domestic and loreign affairs, 

w ay s 'eeping on the path of rectitııde \vithin and in pursuit of a 

truly independent foreign policy without, working strenuously in 

suppoıt o friendship vvith ali and enmitv with none’’ (one of the 

y if * sayings). These ıııay appear to be ideals, but are nonetheless 

clear hıghways which lead a nation to greatness. Eet us gird up our 

loıns and make an earnest effort to aain tîıis superb objective. I tıs vveh 
vvorth the effort. 

And lest we förget I may add that, though physically reniovj 
bom us, Mohammed Ali Jinnah stili commands the sentiments 


' 
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epilogue 



cmotions ot the people and his spırıt stili reigns supreme in the life of 
the country he founded. The people bless his name in their silent 
prayers, for they realise that it av a s only through his dedicated efforts 
and raatchless leadership that they avon their cherished freedom and 
todav hold their heads hign in tne comita ot soa'ereign nations His 
hold on their affections and loyalties is evident fronı tlıe fact that 
wheneverthecountry isovertakenbya crisisorisfacedavith a trial, it iş 
Jinnah s name, his deeds, his avise avordsand precepts that are invoked 
tostir the emotions and patriotic zeal of the people and Steel their' 
resolve to overcome difficulties and resist evil or aggression. P 


f 

On no other occasion avas ıhe nıagic spell ot Jinnah’s name 
bmught out more forcefully than during the avar of September 196 c 

trnnt- ndU r “ n , abashedl . v launched a sneak attack on the international 
itv ,r t r f u Pak,5Un agaİnst aU canons of International laav and moral- 
durino th e t ^ 0 , e , mS ’ son S s atld articles avritten and speeches made 
fipht anrl . em T e cr * s * s t0 stimulate patriotic teelings and will to 
and the h***' | İnnah ’ s name > after the names of Allah, the Prophet 
createin th°^ ° earl ' V Muslim history, served to rally the people and 
ignty to a ^ ^ İmİncİble reso ^ ve to detend their treedom and sovere- 

] ir mah andV Ct k rİ ° US - en ^‘ ^ ever an } attem P t is ma de to denigrate 

dteir intAn Ur ' b * S name > the \varmth ot the people’s heart and 
.o- ın tense sem^ ^ t r r w 


eir intens ; aıuc > cn e warmtn or tne people s heart and 
t ^orts. tj e ^ ense °f gratitude \vill rise and drown such miserable 

’ fl eeted th ‘ " âS tbe P eo ple and tor the people because he 

as n ° orie el r Se , n ^ ments an< d worked tor their treedom and well-being 


tefi 


n ° one el va ana worl <ed ror their treedom and well-beıng 

Sl *ll ever r ^ • 1 ° r ba " s ^ one since his passina away. He lives and 

oontınue to l ive in their hearts. 8 



Long li ve Mohammed Ali jinnah 


L°ng li ve t j le p e0 p| e 0 f Pakistan. 
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A PPENDİX “A” 




Washington D.C. 


September ıı, 1948. 


Teleoram sent on September 11 , > 9 +» • 


Liaquatali Khan, Prime Minister, Karachi (Pakistan) 


The Father of our Nation is no more. He has lef t us at a time when 
we most need his experience, guidance and msptratton His battle for 
the freedom of Muslin», his selfless service to the people he loved so 
dearly and for «hom he died, should be sources o msp.ratıon to every 
Paldstani and Müslim. Not only did ne lay m his İlletime the fimi foun- 
dadon of a great structure but he was spared long enough to see ıts 
completion. If is now for his people, in every sphere of life, to pursue 
his ideals. At this critical hoıır of our existence, it ıs essentıal tor usa 

. , ... . 1 •_1-__ t-rk mal r P 


[115 1Qc3İ5. . 1 . L LILLo lLlv_taı. nuuı - 1 ' T İT 

to work as one man with deternıination and single purpose to maK 
□ur countrv what our beloved Qaid-e-Azam ıvanted it to be. By ıs 
^etermination alone and by ceaseless eftort to do what our Qai -e- 
Azam wouJd have done, can \ve bring peace to bis soııl. K no^ g b 
ıs I do, I anı confıdent you w i 11 rise to the expected stature an 
yo ur experience and training pilot the silip ol our Nation tnroug ■ 
tempestous seas and shoals ıvhich have been its lot ever sine 
ıchieved our independence. 


Hassan Isp^ ani 
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Qaid s s tuclent-days IocKtİivjs in Lorvlon, J l,ru *9ÇÎ* 

J ^ o 

8 Y Courtesy of Mohtarama Fatimo Jmnah 
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“I can assure vou that there is nothing greatcr in this \\ord tnan 
\ourown conscience and, \\hen vou appear before God, you can bav 
that vou performed vour dutv \\ith the highest sense of integritv, 

honestv and \vith lovaitv and iaithfulness . 

• * * 

Address to Civil Oftıcers of Balu- 
chistan at Sibi, Februarv 14, 194S.! 
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M , dear Bcother: 

Your letter of Septembe 


Wasbington D.C. 
September 29, 1948. 




I 


24, vvas clelivered early this morning. 

You are stili vvorried. You must not be. Qaid-e-Azam has 
beved the cali of Allah and has left his nation to carry on from vvhere 
he has left. Our enemies \vho have prayed for his death and \vhen it 
canıe, openly rejoiced and talked Freely that vvith the death of Jinnah 
the \vhole of Pakistan vvould break up; that Pakistan vvould fail like a 
r jpe plum into the lap of India; that the Muslims vvould realİ2e the 
nıistake their Leader made in carving out a nation for them, and that 
the “hoııse that Jinnah bu i 1 1” vvould be razed to the ground afterhis 
earlhly remains vvere laid to rest, novv Hnd, to their great dismay and 
chagrin that they have erred önce more. They have found that Pakistan 
has enıerged stronger and more determined and united than she vvas 
vvhen the Qaid-e-Azam was alive. The people vvho constitute the nation 
came forvvard vvith the determi nation to hold together and to do their 
bit. Ovving to the very clever and veiled propaganda of our foes, 
the vvorld, expecting everything to go vvrong vvhen Jinnah closed his 
eves, vvas pleasantly surprised vvhen nothing extraordinarv happened 
and it vvas discovered that Pakistan stoocl like a rock. No, vve need not 
worr y. Of course, vve shall have to vvork tor our prc>tection as vvell. 
Our cause is just; our programım' is honest. We have no territorial 
designs and vve do not vvant to rule. Our aim is to 1 ive peacefully, 
( e\eop our country’s resources, raise the Standard ol living of our 
nıasses and balance oıırpresent lop-sided economy. Allah has helped us 

ali \° n ^ wa >- Withoul his help Jinnah vvould not have achieved 
at he did. He often said to me, “Do not vvorry. Our cause and 
na rc just; God islvvith us.” 


If 


We do 


our Creat ^ orsa ke the path of our religion and do not forget 


Paki 


- |7UU 1 KJ I UU1 I 

> 've shall have, Inshallah, nothing to fear. 


İstan Zindabad. 


M a fi 

j,:hi ^4Ç nı ' 


Very affectionately yours, 

Hassan 
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My dear Miss Jinnah: 






Washington D. 
September j S) J94 g 







Ever since heariııg the shocking news of the untimely death of our 
beloved Qaid-e-Azam I have made several efforts to write to you but 
on each occasion did not find adequate words to express my sorrovv 
You know better than anyone else tbe respect and Jove J had for hirn 
You know that I always consıdered him to be like my ovvn father and 
placed at his disposal my loyalty, love and even my life. His demişe 
has, believe me Miss Jinnah, left a wound that vvill never heal, I shall 
remember him ali my life and vvill alvvays pray for the peaceful repose 
ol his soul. He has obeyed the cali of Allah at a time we needed his 
mature experience, ability, guidance and inspiration. Not only 
Pakistan but also the Müslim and Arab world bitterly mourn his Joss. 




k 


Immediately on receipt ol the distressing cable from Amin, I 
moved heaven and earth to get away to Pakistan one of the top-möst 

■ • • * * *■ — — -■ ^V, — ■ ' - - - - -"■>— - J 

es j 


chest specialists in the United States. I rushed to Ne\v York to make 
a personal appeal to Dr. Riggins and to persuade him to leave by last 
Tuesday s direct plane and, in lact, succeeded in doing so. Before 
I met him personally, Dr. Riggins said that it vvould be impossible 
for him to leave the country belore the middle ol next vveek. I vvas 
actually congratulated on my achievement. But alas, late decreed that 
even eaıdy Tuesday was too late by three days. 


In this hour ol your sorrovv and the seventy-five million orphans 
ol Pakistan, I offer to you my heartfell condolences and appeal to 
you to be brave and to work unceasingly for the ideals for which he 
lived and died. I anı sure he expected this of you and am eqııally confi- 
dent that you vvill not fail him. 



The third day, a Fatheha ceremony, the first of its kind ever to 
be lıeld in Washington, vvas held at my residence, the Embassy, 
yesterday morning at 10.30. The members of the staff, the Müslim 
residents of the city and the Arab and Muslini diplomats turned ° ut J 
full force. There vvas the recitation of the Holy Koran and the procee 
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in £ s "ounçl ' NDlx “ c ” 

...".t; at- w,. u k 

1 *•>» ^ * "■** ,o M-bltS t'„ S" 11 ™ 

İn -d ^ J °ver £ W e T t lr, SSa S es > « o„l y 

,wi are stili calli n „ °‘ lal Devices. 0f henı,s pher e have hadisti?T* 

ton m e. 3f --.e, diplomats ^theha 

Önce a crn i n i _ 


t — nave called 

Önce again, 1 pray th 
catastropfıe with ec,uanindt v a ^ ^u strength to be u 

Assam rest peacefully Am ' ' Vy tlle soul of i , , r *ıs tragic 

- Anıen - ot our beloved Qaid: e . 


Y ° Urs sinc erely and ™ 


Hassan 


so r ro w 


Miss Fatima Jinnalı, 

Governor General’s Hoııse 

Karachi (Pakistan) 

57 ** 'SdTÂ^'V£ r £ s 'r ,emb “ »,'i.h 

7 no, .Jl5 n , , 7" h, f, , 7 r "' Hesays, ",hî 

V,,;,'® 11 ' nıe co wom , it ,l 5 : h 7‘" 8 me f ° r 

*>St the 2 ‘ " m,ld "« 'ive ten da» S beyond then 

' "hole nation in deep sorrotv. â|^j : |lj 
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Mv dear Miss Jinnah: 


Washington D.C 
October 2i, 194.3 



The Eid came and went. It was no Eid for us. We devoted the 
day to meditation and prayer. 


We held the Chehlunı Memorial Service last evening. It was an 
impressive religious ceremony and was well attended. Members of 
the Diplomatic Corps were present in good numbers. The President’s 
representative was also present. 


The Qaid-e-Azanı has göne to his heavenly home, leaving a void 
in our hearts and souls that will remain unfilled so long as we live. 
While we pray for the peaceful repose ot his soul, we shall serve his 
ideal s and the State he created for us and for our children with 
redoubled energy, zeal and devotion. 

Very sincerejy yours, 

Hassan 

Miss Fatima jinnah, 

Flagstaff Hoııse, 3 

Karachi (Pakistan) 
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t/lmnlhry Khalî<|umman in his book P a thu ay 
trled ı>» cxplain .ın.ıy his failure to rcturn to the c™, »l" has 

p> whlch he had svvorn loyalty in the solemn precincts of its 
Jt Delhi. This expl,vıation is so far-fetched that it has llmcnt 

lair-mindşd persoıı. He has even tried to shift the blanTon the 
i-e-Aıam w İneli ıs öven more unfair and ımrnnvîn^ J 


» nv ; a,, v.,r; v. . cvcn «Mit the bi amc on the 

Q» id - e wh | cb ,s m° re unfair and unconvindng To nur 
tlu . n-cord stratgh. and to d.spel vvrong impressions c^ated Z 
uııjustıhahlo argunıents and conclusions, I pronose m * • G 


l . V V.* , 1 " 1 (>n § 'mpressions created bv 

(mjusttfiatde »rguments and conclusions, I p r0 po Se to exa m ine the 

nutter ın some uetaıl. 


The episode starts vvith a statement issııed hy Mr. Khaliauz7an-nn 

blVl'.f M°' | U> Cha , U î rİ ou' W ;! iah Khan s statement °n the mass 
k, hng ot Müslim» m Indıa. Chaudhri Zatanıllah vvho was leading the 

Pakistan Delegat.on to U N General Assembly ıvas reported to havetold 

ress correspondents in New York that the Indian Government had 

® ne n0th ' n S ro control the communal disturbances. Asked vvhether 

rrrtr 3 o !? Government to lmke a f°rmal complaint to 
contmlle'l •' I | N ° t .^ et ’ bm H ctle situation is not adequatelv 

. ° * a tl by t1C PaklStan üover nn\ent to raise the matter 
?rave th e mte ‘ Natlons Assembly, as this situation constitutes a 

plamıe I *° °‘ the wo, ' ld - • • • lf this deliberate and 

P- “i euermınatıon of people continues unchecked by India, 


Pak i 


Natîom 1 ^ -r ! aS f T eS ° rt ’ must 5eel ' satisfaction througlı the United 
direct n ıt ai s to get that salisiaction it mav İlave to resort to 

Kct rneastıres. . . . Th . ; 


ntote than SUrCS * V • Muslims has heen goiııg on for 

iıyo| a Q U î. >nri * n tbe P*** 0 'dilce ol hası Puııjab and latterly in the 
at the nio e 11 V * * Natura,| v the delegatioıı is verv nuıch concerned 

° Ur dearest en ^ VVIt ' 1 ^ le ^ a PP enın g s ln tmd near our homes, \vhere 
. .. n . ne arest ones may at any moment be destroyed. . . . 


c respo lls -L*ı. , aı any momem oe aescroyeu. . . . 

"hich, so j 01 this rests entirely on the Government of India 
p ^ ac e if s ’ t’tteıly failed to diseharge its responsibilitv oreven 


Go v 

r eas 


^^menTh^V asserted that the" on İv thing that the Indian 

no Sorı but the • fl 0n ° S ° ^ ar t° control the troııble vvas 4< to appeal to 
ex Pect ] anied non-Muslim seclions of the popıdation coııld 
Crr) n\e^j : > s t° leact to these appeals, particıılarly \vhen the 

poliçe force, in many instances, had abetred and 


*ı 



* * Jj^ff 
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• • „ted in the extermination of Mushms. | 

r ,. 10 (l and evon |>» rtlL, P ? 

■' . . . ,, v jndicated the profound anxıetv ant 

This st.uoment tmdoı»W» le Q f Pakistan regarding th< 

0 f t he Governnunt • _ ” l;mo in p ast Punjab and m anc 


« T, 1 ; s in East Punjab and in ant 
nUnned brutal attacks on t e ^ , ijn Government’s responsibilit; 

£3 D* M U. ; . ; g S .koagh. J. » *, 

in this behalf. Choudhr) K 1 ^ ^ issued the followıng rejo.nder 


«■ inrlicatin CT his personal views in 
•‘Sır Zafanıllah Kkan’s staMtnCT ^ pak ? tan Government may be 
■ard to the steps vvh.clt, m hn < p Mu ' slim minorit y in the İndian Union, 
\ m *te\v oblised to take to sa>c Councü’s resolution for 


° b £ r 


comlng sooaafter the wesıru„j- |n p aUistan , expressed a deep 

imparting military traınıng to co-reliçionists in India, but I 

svmpathy of -he 'l" ^ '^^iv appreciated the situation in .ndia 

jo think ^^"';. thout anv directive frotn the Pakistan Gövem- 


do 

before making 
ment. 


‘‘That the Müslim minority has suffered and ıs sufferın serio 

rîBa^JBarcctşîşass 

SKsaasssasssKj-îs 

is «hat has been the attitude of tlte Governments concemed dur n the 
short period of their taking office? In my judgment, «hate.er c 
come to pass was neither at the instance of the two Go\ emmen: 
their connivance. Pandit Jawaharlal Nelıru, the Prime Muuster ot India, has 
frankly stated, in one of his recent statements in connectıon vvıth the uplıea^ , 
that his Government \vas taken unavvares. NVhat "as true ot De ı wa 
of East Punjab also, vvhere for a time, there was no Government 'vort ı 
name, and atrocities vvere perpetratcd vvithout any powerlul authorıty o 

check it. 


“The decision of the British Government, to transfer complete p°" er 
to the two Governments before the Radcliffe Boundary Award, bas een 
primarily responsible for what lollovved. \V hen the army >vas being di' i 
on a communal basis, the British Government, before its s t at emen o 


•er 


June j, shoutd have made the division complete or have handed o>er po ^ 
only \vhen passions, vvhich were bound to be excited hy the decision o 


Boundary Commission, had sufficiently subsided. 

£ 

In these circumstances it is not correct to say that the Governmen^ ^ 


t < 


India are responsible for \vhat has happened. Most gruesome thing» 
happened in spite of theııı and their efforts. İt should be realized V 



Muslims in Pakistan that the whole honour and prestige of the 


Government, as \vell as the Congress organization, is involved in the p 


1 Quoted in Chaudhry Khaliauzzaman’s book Pathway to 
401 , 402 . 


Pakistan, 


n.’$ 
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u for thc restarat i on ofpcace in thc country, and thc Congre 
8ir I fCcntrc and thc Mlnisters in thc provinces are striving hard t 
1! oncrnus task. Ahovc ali Mahal ma Garvlhi is straining every nerve to 
Inrcs-s upon thc people m Ind.a t hat ımlcpendence would not be worth 

IHI) i ^ ____ n ı ınnıınnn 11 r I La ı*/^. m I. î 11 ; „ r» 


ress Ministry 
to shoulder 
y nerve to 


an 
t he 


ıpress upuı» -II , m noc De worth 

, thing iflhe preseni mlıumau and barbarous kdling of one community by 

e other doos not İmmcdıately cnd. Who can deny that by his un t irini 
fort and at risk to his life he restore -d peace not only in Calcutta but 
throughout Eastand VVest Bengal. II today, thc Congresseffortsfor the restora- 
tion of normal life are not bearing fruit to the extent to which they should 
havc, it is bccausc a large sectioıı of the people has beconıe anti-Congress 
for its having been a party to the division of India. Let us lıope and ^ray 
that thc Union Government will soon succecd in restoriog normal life through¬ 
out the lıuge country .” 2 

Mr. Khaliquzzaman’s statement, as its tone and tenor shovv, 
is an attempt to condone the Indian Government’s conduct, defend 
its policies and absolve it of responsibility for the terrible sufferings 
of the Muslini minority in India. It is based on certain assumptions 
which are unjustifiable. He contcnds that in West Punjab the non- 
Muslînı minority had also sııffered in suclı a measure that mass 
emigradon has taken place there’. He forgets that mass killings started 
in hast 1 unjab and Delhi and vvhen blood-stained trains vvith dead 
Aluslim bodies reached West Punjab, there vvas a natural reaction lead- 
>ng to reprisals which no Pakistani leader ever condoned or defended. 

e Pakistani authorities, both Central and Provincial, took prompt 
co measu,cs cjuc11 the disturbances and restore normal 

Pıın'T°Îİ S, | l'^ tTeaS kİllİn S> lootiııg and burning continued in East 
Azam ' e "I anc l ° lkeı P arts °I hıdia. İt vvas the desire of the Qaid-e- 
s hould anC .° b^istani leaders that the non-Muslim minority 
hon of ^ v ^ ak * stan - but the Indian leaders insisted on total evacua- 

l'rom from West Punjab and NWFP and of Muslims 

i-ast Punjab. 




Ch 

n either at tl ^ P^ ea ds that the calamity that had taken place vvas 

Van ce and h° the two Governments nor vvith their conni- 

?° Ve rnnient ^ eeıS 1-0 bandit Javvaharlal Nehru’s statement that his 
ar as the p a j^ aS ^ aken unavvares. Choudhry Saheb’s remarks, in so 
^ case 0 f t an ^ 0ver nment is concerned, are correct, but not so 

to th C j° v f rnnıent of< India. Unvvittingly he pavs a poor 
o\v ^‘ arı lead D ^ an Government’s sources ol information and to 
vviu I )e °ple aftp r S a |^blty to read the mind and intentions of their 
in ci j ttl( dr cousent- ar ^ ,tl0r ? tke SLJ b-continent had been decided upon 
vv hich t u n tk ‘ S connec tion, reference may be nıade to an 
^ °°k place at the Vicerov’s office in Ne w Delhi on 

^ ln chaudh 

ry Khaliqu zzaman ’ s 5 ook p at / ıway to Pakistan, Pages 401-402. 
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%M AS l KNEW HUV. 
, e -AZAM 


29 -* 


Q i* t u e Partition Councıl, tyA 

Aftcr a mee ‘i ng Nehru, Sardar Patel, the Qa.d-e- 
A ,usC J. l9+7 '| uce d before M'- ofHcer froın Lahore sent by 

Ciolntbattcn |>''" U A |i Khan, a OL> Leo nard Mosley, author 
^■İand Mr- Ll ^_»m- of the. P u . J, __ cC f 0 the Government 


. PnnıaD. Lcuı.»- - ^ - 

, , (enkins, 'Governor o. - ^ acces s to the Government 

^j r Evan j»- rAn R r itıslı 


\zam 


ir ' ' j n!ı fiof the Srttish w 

o(Thclf‘ records, discloses: 
ot Indıa s recu 


ı s records, t ıs doCum entation with him. 

«■ ccr brougKt consıdeı itsar an d several other 

“ Tll ° d been arrested in L ^! uest k>ne<l. As a result, the 

Trouble-makers ba lıad been ciose l J Sikh plots abot to sabotage 

centres in the PunA ^ n0 t only we« sever were imp licated. 

C.I.D. were convın hat se veral oF the S j cop i e s of ieaflets 

.he ^ r ° r .crh’om a number of Sikh was to P blow up the 

He produced . ^ Sikh Gurudvvaras. procee ding to 

and instructıon^ estPunjabîanotHervva t heir homes in East 

canal system 1 Müslim villagers n y t h er e vvas a plot 

Pakistan; a ıh.nl to f»«* them on the way and finaliy le: , ^ 

iekmş put 

«nmings of trouble from Je" kms 
oat of the way. 

, r . . denied that the Indian leaders and the 
İt cannot, therefore, Q f t y,e sinister desıgns and 

Indian Government vvere not on y to discharge 

murderous intentions of thetr people but the> f ^ ^ 0rder anJ 

their elementary ' ^ erty™ a helpless minority. It is a fact 

protectıon of the life and prop ) t jr d pr otectıon to 

hat the Indian poliçe and even the Army d.d 
the hapless Muslims in the troublous days ol August beptem 

Tovvards the conclusion of his statement, Choudhry Saheb^ıdmıB 
that 'the Congress efforts tor the restoration o norma j nıme - 

bearing fruit to the extent to vvhich they should have , bu ^ 

diately blames it on the division ot India, for he attrıbuted _ ‘ 
of the Congress efforts to a large section of the people havıng 
anti-Congress ‘for its having been a party to the dıvısıon o ^ 
This assumption is again contrary to facts and is a feeble a ^ ei / > j ıa J|| 
exonerate the Congress of the blame vvhich attaches to it. d ^j 
been larne-scale, savage killing ot innocent Muslims in Bi ar . 

. s , . „,m 5 ^ . C , "kt ,_^ tKp Congress, 
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' s word » ili İH’ » llh the swor,1.’ | lerc wıs 

ı |u: i, n( Jhi’s culf °f Alnınsa (non-violence)tlıereal 

ıylr- u ‘ ' 

,,irh the s«o> 


^ lo\\ower ot 

d! VVlut effect sucK ultcranccs lıadtn^hu 


u minfI 


. u f(ıC ° - ■■ 

lerfh be îmagineıd. If Choudhry Sahfib’s contcntions vvere acceptd 
-oııld Have to be recognısed that the divisi ** - ptcd 


it 

indi an 


- - , . “ . . . , , siorı oF India, to vvhir h 

leaders had consented, provıded the Hindus with a 

,ms and extermmate tlıem. As a matter of bet the 
Congress at that time was a very povverlul organisation, conımandino 
rl ıeallegiance and support ot a vast majority ot Hindus and if its leaders 
had made serious eflorts, backcd by their ovvn Government vvhich 
certainly had far greater resources than the Pakistan Government 
(hey would have succeeded in bringing the sitııation cjuickly U nder 
control and preventing hloodshed and genocide of the Müslim minoritv 

J 


It is, therefore, obvious that Choudhry Saheb’s statement vvas 
no service to his unlortunate co-religionists in India vvhose leader he 
claimed to be, \vhile it had ülıe effect of hampering Pakistan’s efforts 
to expose ill-treatment of India’s Müslim minority in the world 
abroad and securing some relief for the Muslims in their sufferin^s. 
With evident satisfaction Choudhry Saheb claims that his ‘statement 
uas verv vvell received in India as it ought to have been,’ and further, 
the people gave it vveleome \vhich exceeded my expectations’. This 
is quite understandable. It Choudhry Saheb’s statement vvas very vvell 
received and vvidely vvelcomed in India it vvas because he, as a Müslim 
eader, had given a elean certihcate to the Indian Government and the 
ongress leaders and had, by implication, qııestioned Pakistan’s 

Indi^ ensurc P r °tection and reliet to the Müslim minoritv in 

la ‘ ^ ^ act > Choudhrv Saheh’s statement, read as a vvhole against 
the tacU-ound of tlı ’ 


to injure Pakistan’s i 


e conditions tlıen prevailing, amoıınts to an 


mage abroad. 


Ch JL 

cam? *■ u ,then mentions tlıc circumstances in vvhich he 

c Co Pakistan. He 
met hii 


__ n says he vvas sent for by Mr. Gandhi and vvhen he 

<Ver y cordMi^ 6 ^* ° n ^eptember 30, Mr. Gandhi ‘embraced’ him 
Voiim'* yV \ Accorclinsj to Choudhrv Saheb, Mr. Gandhi said that 


î^ e y must* 10 R ° U ^ Lissa l | nans to cravvl on the streets in India. 
.^ arı dhiji self-respect.’ On this Choudhry Saheb said, 

du dahL ’ lS is ve ry heartenin« n l of anv service in this 


b 


hble 
^hclhi 


l HeS;^j,^ ause ^’ And 


Hind 


very heartening. Hovv can I be of any seı 

Mr. Gandhi’s reply vvas, ‘II yon coııld persııadc 


i t eas y.’ Choudh S nDt tC> rim awa y f rom Sind, my task in India wou 


İd 


JinnalT^ pleaded that he had had no co mmunication 

. f thic . J arı ah Or h.'c __ . . ■ r ■ 1 • r _ Dntîftf-an but 


.° r th 


Thî w ork h* ° n P art y since they left India lor Pakistan, but 
Wasa stra na , have to contact tlıem and find out theirvievvs . 


l § e plea. Surely the vievvs and policy of the Qaid-e-Azaın 
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, Muslin. I ol ; l, ; is ‘I 1 ";'»'" unkno w J 

w Cl.m..lhry Kl.alu|u,/.u„a". Ife M no. bcen »cparat,-<l lrom hl, 
I, il,. , ..lleaguea for V'.ırs. The Qafai-e-A/.ım had repeatedlj 
'' , tllı „ ,ho. non-Mımlim ııünortiy «Ik.uM stay in l\ıli»tan anıl l, iV | 

S K od il öl’ tlıı*. Iııllest protretion and had b.ı< ked bis assurances wiı.lı 
aSSU iHv«î aetion. İn Simi tlıere had hccn no disturbance* of the kind 
Hut had laken placc in Has t and WcM Punjab. İn Karadı i, the re w as 
only öne disturbancc vvl.ic lı was brougbt under control vvithin a few 
hcn.rs vvhereas in Delhi, the killing of Müslim» had göne on for dayı 
toooiber Choudhry Saheb himsell states in his book that whenhemet 
Mr Khuhro, the Premier of Sirıd, the latter ‘expressed great resent- 
ment against the Congress Presidcnt Acharya Kirpalani for not pulling 
his vveight in dissuading the Sindlıi Hindu» lrom leaving Pakistan, 
although he (Khuhro) vvas doing everything possible to assure them of 
the salety of their lives and security of their propertv with the lull 
knovvledge and sanetion of Mr. JinnalT. The Government of Pakistan 
even allovved the Indian High Commissioner, Mr. Sri Prakasa, to pro- 
ceed to Larkana in Sind accompanied by Mr. Khuhro, to persuacle 
Sindhi I-lindus not to migrate to India but, as Chaudhry Salıeb say s, 

‘the attempt d id not suceeed.’ 

It passes oııe’s comprebension as to vvhy Mr. Gandhi charged 
Choudhry Khaliquzzaman with the task of persuading Sindhi Hındus 
to stay in Pakistan. Choudhry Saheb ouglıt to have asked Mr. Gandhi 
to assign this funetion to Acbarya Kirpalani who, being a Sindhi Hindu, 
was the right person to use his inlluence vvitlı the Hindus ot Sine nöt 
to leave their homes. The fact is that Acharya Kirpaiani was exertıng 
his influence in the opposite direetion. He vvas persuading the Hin u 
traders and bankers to migrate to India in the hope that the vacuum 
thus created vvould ruin Pakistan’s econunıy beyond repaır. «j 
remarked in one of his speeches, ‘A strong, economically success u 
India can win back the seceding children to its lap. The Ircedom 
have achieved cannot be complete vvithout the unity ot India. 

Hovvever, ChoudhryKhaliquzzaman arrived in Karachi on 
2, 1947, with bag, baggage and family as an emissary [rom Mr. Gan^ 
ostensibly vvitlı the object ot preaching the virtues ot peace. nt 

an intervievv vvith the Qaid-e-Azam on October and his 
of the intervievv, reproduced below nıakes strange reading. 

“Mr. Jinnah caıııe vvith my rejoinder to Sir Zafrullah Khan s ^^j caSt 

in his hantl and read it to ine, expressing surprise that ıt had been 


Quoted in Selig S. Harrison’s article Trouhled India anc J Q Pf r ~ I 

published in the magazine, Foreign AlTairs dated January, 
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, Ai* lor thtee Jays. I reminded him tltat it vvas tlıe statement of thc 
l'roi» ,n y rhc opposition in tlıe Indıan Constitucnt Assembly and India had 
Lcadç r ° jjuportance to it. Thereupon lıe said, ‘It has hurt us verv much'’ 

4tt I I im how anything said by a Müslim Citizen of India could bind dovvn 
l r ernnıcnt of Pakistan or have ?ny eflect on it. Nevertheless as he vvas 
the Ü ° fi ed vvith my aıısvver, I said I vvould not go back to India but vvould 
dİS ? t,S \v resicnation, to cnable someone else vvho tnight have his confıdence 
|jH S entl |l,n J * n{ j serve the Indian Muslims.” 
to rcp lace 

“Choudhry Saheb adds that ‘Alter I carne back to my house I' 

hed my heart t0 ^ llOW 1 * laC * cl ° ne an ^ ^ arm to Pap istan °r its 
^leby my rejoinder as I knevv that Pakistan was as keen to see peace 

P e ^ P u j e t restored in the sub-continent as were Gandhiji and Javvahar- 
h ,< Enough has been said before to sho\v hovv Choudhry Saheb’s 
statement. not only hurt Pakistan and the Müslim minority in India 
butalso helped India in its virulent campaign to malign Pakistan and 
to present a respectable picture of itseli to the vvorld. But the strangest 
part of Choudhry Saheb’s remarks is his attempf to shift the blame on 
the Oaid-e-Azam lor his refusal to go back to India. Of course, his 
stafement could not bind dovvn the Government ol Pakistan but that 
is beside thepoint. His statement, hovvever, had certainly hurt Pakistan, 
itspeople and Government ior reasons vvhich have already been set out 
indetail. His argument that he ‘vvould not go back to India but vvould 
send iti his resignation to enable someone else vvho might have his 
(Qaid’s) confidence to replace me and serve the Indian Muslims’ beats 
ali reason and logic. If the Qaid had expressed an unfavourable opinion 
about a particular statement of his, that did not furnish Choudhry 
Saheb vvith an excuse not to return to the country to vvhich he had 
sworn allegiance only a fevv days earlier and to turn his back on his 
co-religionists vvhom he represented in the Indian Parliament out of 
owji frce will, as he has himself stated in his book. India and 
ther Stan M V * n ^ conıc * nto heing as tvvo separate, independent States, 
c onfid C ° U n ° ^ UeStİOn someone enjoying the Qaid-e-Azam’s 
Indian p^p C * n ^ e ^ ette< ^ as ^ ea deı* of the Müslim League Party in the 
vvould n r lan ? ent ’ Pvea *1 't vvere possible, the Government ol India 
^possible 6 ^ ^°^ era ^ ec ^ an d the life ot such a leader vvould be 
0r make su \ n J a ' ^ ür Qmd-e-Azam ever express such a vvish 

^ink of a a e mand. In his ovvn interest, Choudhry Saheb should 

Ind ‘a, so that^h < J onvjnc ' n g explanation foı* his failure to return to 

e stoı ian may take a lenient vievv ot it. 

obsci ^ Ccor dinp to hic ıı 

of ^ that ev k ° Wn testimon y» Choudhry Khaliquzzanıan had 

san - Sind hi Hind » ı? possi ^ le was being done to ensure the salety 

Mr. p US ,İ fe aıu ^ property ‘vvith the full knovvledge and 

^ iet r estored *ı that ‘ Papis tan vvas as keen to see peace 

m the s ub-contiııent as Gandhiji and Javvaharlal.’ 
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_ rse for Chaudhry Saheb, ıhereforc, \vouJ<i have been to 
Theprope^ of duty in ı n di a and to have prevailed upon M r . 

r ^dhi and other Congrcss leaders (of vvlıom he speaks in vvarm terms) 
tredouble their efforts for the protecrion of minorities as Pakistan 
was doing Choudhry Saheb recalls tlıe advice given by the Qaid-e- 
Azam, on July 6 , 1947, to the Muslims remaining in India that ‘the 
minorities should be loyal to the State to \vhich they belong.’ It was a 
perfectly sound and unexceptionab!e advice and Chaudhry Saheb admits 
that he‘took it seriouslytoheart’. He furt her States that he had travelled 
from Lucknovv, leaving his wife seriously ili, in order to be presem to 
welcome the Independence ol India.’ On the night of August 14-15" he 
spoke after Pandit Nehru, expressing sentiments of loyalty to the 
Indian Union. He recalls \vith evident pride that ‘Jawaharla] came 
direct to me and embraced me heartily for thesenHments I had express- 
ed.’ Surely the sentiments vvhich Choudhry Saheb had expressed on 
such a solemn occasion should not have been cast aside even il he felt 
that the reception accorded to hini in Pakistan w as not to his liking. 

I may here recall the example ol the late Nawab Mohammed İsmail 
Khan who belonged to the same province as Choudhry Saheb. Navvab 
Saheb voluntarily chose to remain in India and stuck it out throughout 
his life ıvithout uttering a word of complaint. He retained the respect 
in vvhich he was held both in India and Pakistan. 

Towards the end of his book, Choudhry Khaliquzzanıan graciously 
concedes that ‘a strong and living Pakistan’ is ‘evidence enough of his 
(the Qaid’s) solid aclıievement’ and ‘the title of Qaid-e-Azam conferred 
on hini by the people’ is ‘a merited tribute to commemorate him , 
and further, ‘that Mr. Jiıınah was a great man no one can doubt and 
when he took up the Pakistan cause he never svverved from it. h ut 
in the next breath he nullifies these eulogies by reproducing a sen tene 
from Sardar Patel’s speech which is quoted in an Urdu book oi his ton • 
Translated into English, the sentence reads: ‘The man "ho g° 
Pakistan established belonged ro this city. Thank God he has !e t an 
we are very happy.’ The fact that Choudhry Saheb thought fit to e 
his book with this quotation shovvs that he evidently regards h. nl f^ 
as the creator of Pakistan. It is another matter, though perhaps it is 0 
concern to Choudhry Saheb, that tııe Pakistan nation and every know j 
ledgeable man in the other parts of the vvorld hails Qaid-e-Azanh I 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah ol hafiovved memorv, as the Founding fa 
of Pakistan. İ I d 
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* ^ t-/ I A * ı r» y 1 

I ■ < *V li 1 

( ,n tlle Hi S h Court of W f 

1 VVest P-*l • 

( ' R ** Chitf ^’ o( K ;r a f* B -ch, Karachi) 

°* i S' na l Civii , S,n<l > 

J- Chi ' Mi,c. Appln J r' İCtİOn - 

Mr. MaKmud lllahi, sonof Mr K ° f * 949 - 

mercha " t ’ resiJ '"g at No. 3 * Seron ı^’ı Mus * ,m > »dult, aged 3, 
J Road, Karachi. ’ ond F, oor Mohatta Buildinl 

.... n.a 

Lersus. 
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[r, 




I. 




The Davvn Trust. 

Mr. Ahtlul Ghafi ar Chotani. 







( ( 




On Court Fee Stanıp of 
Rs. 1177/8/- (Rupees One thousand one 
seven and annas eight only). 


A. 


> > 



huııdred and seventy 


TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME I, 
MOHAMMED ALI JINNAH Müslim, Inhabitant at present residing at 
10, Aurangzeb Road, Ne w Delhi SEND GREETINGS: WHEREAS 
the Muslini community in India being backvvard in education and other 
social matters and public life, certain Muslini Philanthropists of India 
decidecl to provide the Muslini public vvith good newspapers by dissenıi- 
nat ' ün ol nevvs and ventilation of opinion on ali matters of public iııterest 
^thenı AND WHEREAS in pursuance of the said desire several Muslini 
öılanthropists contributed large sunıs for starting ne\vspapeı*s with the 
i°öve objects AND WHEREAS the amount ot such contributions in my 
n s u P t0 date conıes to Rs. 1,5-7,000 /- which I hold in trust for the 


P'rprjse of startino 




Ü t tQ such newspapers in English and Urdu as I may deem 


^®*eniiıiat' t p C Muslini public of India ıvith good nevvspapers by 


^lniattev^ 0 ? news an d by ventilation ot educated public opinion on 
AS1 haveo 1 C f tİOnaI ’ social or othenvise affeeting them AND WHERE- 
^ er and od ° t ' le sa ^ ^ un ds purehased printing machinery, stock of 
^Kniı^, Machines and tools recjuired for running ııevvspapeıs 


H . 


dail y Müslim 





4 i 



1 y 


^ ANıf wr,?l C L^ le ot ber knovvn as 

the said 





■V 



1 news papers one knovvn as DAvv 1 
»r „ “MAM^HOOR” in Urdu 


papers a re 


MANSHOOR 

providing the 




HnM 



• > 

• • 
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qAİ® -_ m 

! ihtin® the opinion upon ali matıers affecting - 
, M neW s#nd vant r 6 the cducatcd publıc opımon «monat 

poblic » lth a " blic and spread» g j u f »he prinling pres*. imcili- 

the M^'^ÎeREAS I ^ said nevvspapers DAWN” and 

them A J nther assets belong'ng Rs 2î 4ÇO /-/- (Rupees tvyenty two 

nery ^ c nR -' an d a sum 0 t 0 f t he Müslim publıc ol India 

” MANS , f 0 ur hundred and S « " of ma king a formol declaration of 

AND WHE nect Of the said machmery and asset^ ^ ^ 

trUSt '""and “Manshoor” ,nt . ! ud ’"f, nOW KNOWYE AND TH ESE 

“Davvıı ana . ^ a t 0 resaıa ... 




^evs held by me in trust as a o ■ DecUre that the printing press, 
PRESENTS WITNESS and I do ^ outstan dings and assets of 

plants, machinery, sto<* of PP , IManshoor » of De h. and the sum of 
he saki two papers Dann d fc .„ I d,,-d and fiftvt now 


nlants, nww““” <4 >> , n( Mansııu^ı cr 

fhe said two papers Davvn ^ four hundred and fifty) now 

Rs. ( R , u ,Pf eS t '; e ' y 01 Trusts for the pnrpose ol provdmg the 

Müslim public withg°° d “ ?J o/all matters of puhlic interest 
giving them educated Müslim op ^ ^ Waqf property and I have no 

proprietary interests the. m d ^ f unds and assets vyith absolute 

the Sole Mutavallı (lıasice; u i_£<- c rUnvpd from 


therein an . 1 l i j asse ts witlı absolııte 

theSole “Mutavallı” (T™*®f^thetacome and prohts derived from 
r^rsrlnd^l. hereafter be applied in perpetnity to the 

follovving charitable pıırposes: 


(a) For the maintenance of the said 

condition and manner and also roı r 

inıprovement of the said nevvspapers. 

(t) For providing well equipped and modern Press lor the 

nevvspapers. . - n 

(c) For establishing other organs and press and Nevvs A ^ nC ^ blic 
o t her parts of India for providing organs of educate 1 

opinion. faith in 

(d) For giving education to suitable young men ol Mus im 

the art of Nevvspaper \vork, journalism and caıtoons.^ ^ 

(e) For purehasing immovable property lor housıng 

nevvspapers, and ^ the 

(J) Generally for such objects oi General puhlic th e 

trustee or trııstees for the time being may thin 
benefit of the Muslini community ol India. 




AND THESE PRESENTS FURTHER W1TNESS that 1 will hav ^^ e a vvdl 

nominate my successor or successors and he or they so nonı ‘ the 

J Ilı |'C*Sv t ’ 

be the Mutavallı or Mutavallis in my place and stead ana 


■ 
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P°" er to change ıh e 1 ~ 

iih'Uİ or appoint, n / saıcl n °minces or successors and make fresh appoint- 


vmvv^auıa unu ııidKc ııc^n appomc- 
ıiominatcMİ s | ltl || | s> an< * •lelther 1 nor the Multavalli or Mutavallis so 

tr.ınsPer the sanie cx 1 pmver to se *'» mortgage or in any other way 

__ , P* ÎİS 1T1,İV nanıw..^ _I’_ _ Jf ,1 »I 


Tlıe Trustee or Trusı > < 

>nts by çivin» h im or thlm -T P ° Wer t0 , a PP oint an y a § ent 

tllı spccial Ol" general novver of nlt-nrne 


age 

w 1 


or 


pecial or general po\ver of attorney. 


IN WO NESS IH L Kİ OF ı <ı . ı .. , , ... . . 

LvJr 1 the saul Mohammed Ah ]ınnah have 

hcrcunto sc m\ an and seal at Delhi aforesaid this ı8th day of Novem- 

beı* One thousand nine hundred and Forty six. 


signed SEALED AND DELIVEKED 

bv the w ithin named 
MOHAMMED ALİ JINNAH 


Sd/- M. A. Jinnah, 


ı8.11.46. 


in the presence ol 

Sd/- Wahiduddin Ahmad, 

Advocate, 


n S(l/- 


Mahmood Haşan, 
General Manager, 
Da\vn, & Manshoor. 


Presented bv Mr. Mohammed Ali Jinnah, İVl.L.A. of No. 10, 
Auranpzeb Road,' Nevv Delhi, at his above mentioned residence as a 
Spec iaI Case by permission of the Registrar Delhi, thıs ı 9 th da) o 

November, 1946 between the hoıırs of 3 & 4 P- m> 


^/- M. A. Jinnah. 


Sd/- Aziz Ahmad Khan, 
Sub-Registrar, Delhi. 


, Execution admitted by the said Mr. M°hd. Al 1 Jinnah 
n °"’ n to me personally, corrections aıe initia 


^ A. Jinnah. 



Sd/- Aziz Ahmad, 

Sub-Registrar, Delhi. 


Seal of the Sub- 
Registrar ot Delhi. 
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QAID-E-AZAM AS I KNEW HIM 



Registered as No. 639 in book No. 4, Volüme No. 280, on page 
232 to 242 this 2ç days of November, 1946. 


Compared. Sd/- Aziz Ahmad, 

S. M. Hanif. R.C. Sub-Registrar Delhi. 


True copy. 

Sd/- Wahiduddin Ahmed. 

Certified to be true copy of a true copy. 

Sd/- Superintendent. 
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